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Letter from the Superintendent
Dr. Debbie Jones

Welcome to Bentonville Schools. Bentonville is a city of opportunity, creativity, 
traditions and inclusivity. Once known as the global headquarters of Walmart. Inc, 
it’s now recognized as home to Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, one of the 
nation’s premier art museums as well as world class mountain biking trails set in the 
rolling hills of the Ozark Mountains. Bentonville truly is the city of opportunity; it’s a 
community leveraging numerous assets to support students to excel in academics, the 
arts, athletics and innovative professional career studies. These opportunities, when 
combined with collaboration between the district and the cities of Bentonville, Bella 
Vista, Centerton and Cave Springs, have fueled the growth of Bentonville Schools.

Bentonville Schools is one of the fastest growing public school districts in Arkansas. 
This growth consistently brings new opportunities for students and families to interact 
with people from across the United States and the world. District facilities consist of a 
pre-Kindergarten school, 13 Kindergarten through 4th grade elementary schools, five 
5th and 6th grade middle schools, four 7th and 8th grade junior high schools with the 
completion of Grimsley Junior High in 2020 and two high schools. While new growth 
presents challenges, it also brings to our school system international families, global 
perspectives, and the opportunity to enrich our community by expanding our schools.

Niche.com has named Bentonville Schools the best school district in Arkansas. That 
outlet ranks school districts according to key performance indicators, including 
academic rigor, quality of teachers, health and safety, student culture and diversity 
and parent satisfaction. Bentonville High School was named the best non-charter 
high school in the state according to U.S. News and World Report. While we appreciate 
the national accolades, we know the secret to the district’s success is found in highly 
effective teachers and leaders, families that truly care about the success of their child 
and a community that supports and values its school district
.
As you prepare to make Bentonville your home, I assure you that no matter where you 
live in the Bentonville School District, you will find a school that provides excellence 
with every step and a community eager to warmly welcome your family.

Start by taking the opportunity to visit with your child’s school principal and let us know 
how we can help you make Bentonville Schools a place you call home.

Sincerely,

Debbie Jones
Superintendent, Bentonville Schools
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Vision Statement
Bentonville Schools-LEADING learning through innovation, collaboration and 
dedication.

Mission Statement
Bentonville Schools is committed to excellence in all we do through innovative, inspiring 
learning experiences.

Core Values
Bentonville Schools emblem is a promise made to our students, families and 
community. That promise speaks to our core values represented by three pillars. The 
lower right and foundational pillar represents integrity. Purposely built as the base 
by which our district operates. Integrity holds true the promise to operate honestly by 
telling the truth, keeping our promises and being trustworthy. We promise to be fair 
and do right by others and to be open and transparent. We are courageous and make 
the tough calls necessary to maintain integrity. The middle pillar, which is open and 
continues on beyond the other two pillars, symbolizes opportunity which is defined 
as a good chance for advancement or progress. We believe that each student will be 
provided the opportunity within Bentonville schools to achieve success beyond high 
school graduation. Opportunity for students is not only created in the classroom by 
providing a solid academic understanding, but also through athletics, arts, and club 
participation where team play is ingrained, confidence is earned, and humanity is 
developed. The third and highest pillar symbolizes excellence which is the standard by 
which we measure our success. It is evident in the staff we select, our academic and 
extracurricular expectations, and our district management.

Our Beliefs/Cornerstones
• Students First
• Relationships
• Collaboration
• Growth Mindset
• Innovative and Effective Learning Environment
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Bentonville Schools At A Glance
History
Bentonville Schools began in 1841 as a subscription school. In 1872 the first public school was built. 
Encompassing 142 square miles of land including most of Bentonville, and portions of Bella Vista, Cave 
Springs, Centerton, Highfill, Little Flock, and Rogers.

Graduates
•	 Students Graduated in 2026: 1,550
•	 Graduation Rate: 95%
•	 2024-2025 National Merit Finalists: 21
•	 AP Course Offerings: 32
•	 AP Students in 2025: 2,313 (9-12th grade)
•	 AP Exams Taken: 4,516
•	 AP Scores of 3 or above: 79%
•	 $12.9M Total Scholarships

District Overview	
•	 2025-2026 Enrollment: 20,357
•	 Per Pupil Expenditure: $12,431
•	 Teacher/Student: 1:14
•	 Operating Budget 2025-2026: $255,905,722
•	 Millage Rate: 48.0
•	 Number of Schools: 24
•	 (Thirteen elementary, five middle, four junior highs 

and two high schools)

Demographics
•	 African American: 3%
•	 Asian: 9%
•	 Caucasian: 67%
•	 Hawaiian/Pacific Islander: 1%
•	 Hispanic: 13%
•	 Native American: 1%
•	 Two or More Races: 5%
•	 Countries of Birth: 95
•	 Native Languages: 71
•	 Percentage of students eligible for 

free and reduced-price meals: 26%

Staff
•	 Certified Teachers: 1,435
•	 Advanced Degrees: 933
•	 National Board Certified: 65
•	 Average Teacher Salary: $69,276
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Bentonville School Board Members

Tatum Aicklen, Vice President
Zone 5, 2026

Willie Cowgur
At-Large, 2026

Jennifer Faddis, President
Zone 2, 2028

Jeremy Farmer
Zone 3, 2026

Becky Guthrie, Secretary
Zone 4, 2026

Bill Akins
At-Large, 2026

Rachel Nutt
Zone 1, 2026
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Profile

Graduate
of a

Bentonville Schools

Demonstrates Self-Control 
Displays Empathy
Demonstrates Kindness
Engages Civically
Makes Sound Financial Decisions

Solves Problems 
Takes Risks
Perseveres
Leads
Thinks Creatively
Possesses Confidence

Speaks & Writes Clearly 
Listens Actively
Seeks to Understand
Resolves Conflict Appropriately
Exhibits E�ective Eye Contact, 
Body Language & Tone

Contributes as a Team 
Culturally Competent
Demonstrates Inclusive 
Perspective
Flexible
Demonstrates Respect to Others

Owns Mistakes 
Does Right
Tells the Truth
Apologizes

Demonstrates Academic 
Competence
Remains Informed
Questions
Analyzes Prior to Action

Initiative

Com
m

unication

Integrity
Thinker

Ind
ependent

Co
lla

bo
ra

tiv
e

Socially &
Personally

Responsible
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GOAL 1

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE
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GOAL 2

REFINED 
COMMUNICATIONS 

SYSTEM
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GOAL 3

SAFE, CARING 
AND SUPPORTIVE 

CULTURE
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GOAL 4

RESPONSIBLE 
RESOURCE 

STEWARDSHIP
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