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1. Policy Statement 

The widespread use of mobile phones at school and their potential to affect the wellbeing and learning environment of our 
students requires that steps be taken to ensure they are used responsibly in school. All of our students are issued with a 
Surface Pro to support their education, so do not need their own device / phone as an educational tool.  

This policy applies to other smart devices, that have not been issued by the School, that can be used to 
communicate, photograph and record, such as smart watches, smart glasses, cameras, tablets, etc. 

The policy is applicable whenever a student is on the school site, as well as on school trips and extra-curricular activities. 
Students who wish to bring a mobile phone to school are expected to read this policy first.  

This policy is written with consideration of the January 2026 government guidance on Mobile Phones in Schools, which 
states that “All schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default; anything other than this should be by 
exception only”. Section 36 of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act 2026 (June 2026) requires state-funded schools 
in England to have regard to published guidance on mobile phones. This policy mirrors this national direction of travel.  

The school also acknowledges that mobile phones can improve the personal security and safety of our students, 
particularly as many have long or complex commutes to school, so we do not have an out-right ban of bringing phones 
into school.  

However, in 2026 our phone policy has evolved to keep pace with the national discussion relating to mobile phones 
(notably smart phones) in school.  
 

Year 7: Smartphone free approach: 

September 2026 has seen the introduction of a smartphone-free Year 7, which will inhibit the Year 7s from bringing 
smartphones into school. Should they need to have a phone to support them whilst they travel to and from school then 
they are allowed to use a “basic” phone, and continue to follow the wider school policy for phone use in schools. 

Y7-13 payment via phones: 
Phones are no longer allowed to be used for purchases at the Tuck Shop – debit card purchases only.  
In Sixth Form, students can use their phone to pay for items from the Sixth Form Tuck Shop. 
 

Sixth Form: restricted zones and times in the Common Room:  
2026 has seen an amendment to the policy, restricting phone use in the Sixth Form common room at all times in the 
upstairs working space, and restricting access to phones downstairs in the Common Room to break and lunchtimes only. 

 

Our main reasons for placing restrictions on mobile phones and smart devices in school: 

- To promote social interaction and face-to-face communication skills 
- To give students a break from social media and gaming 
- To reduce the opportunity for students to photograph and film peers and staff without consent. 

This policy supplements and should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2026/21/section/36/enacted
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- Anti-Bullying Policy & Anti-cyberbullying Policy  
- Behaviour, Rewards and Sanctions Policy  
- E-Safety Policy  
- ICT Acceptable Use Policy  
- Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

 

2. Responsibilities  

It is the responsibility of students who bring mobile phones/personal smart devices to school to abide by the guidelines 
outlined in this document.  
The decision to provide a mobile phone to their children should be made by parents or guardians.  
It is incumbent upon parents to understand the capabilities of the phone and the potential use/misuse of those 
capabilities. 
Parents/guardians are reminded that in case of an emergency, the school Main Reception remains the most appropriate 
point of contact and they can ensure your child is reached quickly and sensitively. 

3. Mobile phone use by students on-site: 

- If phones are brought on-site, they must be switched off and should be stored in lockers to ensure the phone’s security. 

- Students must not use their phone (without the permission from a member of staff) at any point during the school day 
once they cross the threshold into school, regardless of the time of arrival, and until they leave the school site. This 
extends to those staying behind after school for Late Room, clubs or activities. 

- Sixth Form students are granted the privilege of using their mobile phone in the Sixth Form Common Room. However, 
use of mobile devices should not be detrimental to their working environment – adaptations to conditions may be 
imposed by staff to help facilitate a positive working environment in the Common Room. 

- These restrictions apply to all school-related events, including co-curricular activities, after school supervision, and off-
site school events and trips. 

- If a student needs to make use of their phone during the school day they should only do so after seeking permission from 
a member of staff. 

- Should a parent/guardian need to contact a student during the school day they may phone Main Reception and they can 
pass on any urgent messages. Alternatively, students will have access to their Surface Pros and would be able to check 
their email over lunchtime in the designated spaces around school. 

4. Sanctions for breaking phone restrictions: 

- The phone will be confiscated on the spot and will be handed in to the Heads of Year/ sixth form office where it 
can then be collected at the end of the school day (unless they are in Year 7 – see below). 

- For Year 7 students, where there is a smart phone ban, should the have had their phone confiscated and it is a 
smart phone, then that device will not be returned to the student at the end of the day. The phone will be retained 
by the Head of Year, who will inform the parent/guardian. The phone will be retained until a parent/guardian can 
collect it. 

- One strike point will be issued. 
- At the third time of confiscation that academic year, the phone will be retained by the Head of Year, who will 

inform the parent/guardian. The phone will be retained until a parent/guardian can collect it. 
- For persistent instances of confiscation, a parent/guardian will be contacted to help establish a plan. 

 

5. Loss, theft, or damage  

It is not a requirement or recommendation by school that a student brings their phone on-site. Those that choose to bring 
in their phone to school must ensure that phones are identifiable. For security, phones should always be stored in the 
student’s locker whilst on-site.  

The school accepts no responsibility for mobile phones that are lost, damaged or stolen on school premises or transport 
during school visits or trips.  
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Confiscated phones will be stored in the Heads of Year office until collected. Lost phones should be returned to Main 
Reception or Heads of Year office. The school will then attempt to contact the owner. 

6. Use of mobile phones by staff 

Staff are permitted to use their phone during the school day without any geographical or time restrictions.  
Staff should aim to role model good phone etiquette to those around them. See Staff Code for further details. 

7. Use of mobile phones by parents, volunteers and visitors  

Parents, visitors, and volunteers must adhere to the following requirements relating to phone use and smart devices in 
school: 

- Not taking pictures or recordings of students on school grounds or school trips or when working with students. 
- Not posting any images/data about the school or students or staff on social media without consent. 
- Parents or volunteers supervising school trips or residential visits must not use their phone to take photos or 

recordings of pupils, their work, or anything else which could identify a pupil. 
- Not using or wearing glasses / watches or any device that can be used to record audio or visual recordings or 

photos of students or staff. 
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8.  Appendix: 

Appendix 1: FAQs: 

What are the restrictions? 

Students must not use their phone (without permission from a member of staff) at any point during the school day once 
they cross the threshold into school and until they leave the school site. 

If phones are brought on site, they must be switched off and kept in lockers during the day.  

Year 7s are not allowed to bring a smart phone into school (see appendix 2). If they choose to bring a “basic” phone into 
school then they should follow the wider Phone Policy. 

Are there any exceptions or exemptions? 

- If a student needs to use their phone in school they should only do so after seeking permission from a member of 
staff 

- Late Room provision: Students may also use it in the Late Room provision in order to contact a parent/guardian. 
They will not be allowed to sit and play on their phone or use it for any other reason than as a means to 
communicate with a parent / guardian. 

- Sixth Formers will be given the privilege to use their phone in the Sixth Form Common Room, but this should not 
provide a distraction to their working environment. They are not permitted to use their phones upstairs in the 
working space. They are only permitted to use their phones downstairs, and at restricted times: during break and 
lunchtimes, not during lesson times/study periods. 

- For a variety of reasons, some students will need to have access to their phone during the day. They will be given 
an exemption card from their Head of Year or Learning Support. 

What if I need to contact my child during the day? 

Please phone Main Reception and they can pass any urgent messages on. 

Students will have access to their Surface Pros and able to check their email over lunchtime in the designated spaces 
around school. 

What about when they are on trips or fixtures? 

The restrictions will still apply. They will not have free access to phones; however, staff may give permission for use to 
update on travel times or allow phone use at designated times on trips. 

Will there be any sanctions if students break the restrictions? 

Yes – students can expect to have their phone confiscated on the spot and will have to retrieve the phone at the end of the 
school day from their Head of Year (unless they are in Year 7 and it is a smartphone). One strike point will be issued. For 
those who accrue their third confiscation then the phone will be held at school until the time when a parent can come and 
collect the phone. Should this continue to be problematic after that point then the Head of Year will liaise with parents to 
establish a plan. 
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Appendix 2: Smartphone-free Y7 letter 

 


