OGC-5-2016-01

Dual Credit Partnership Agreement VA
Between Lone Star College and /(

- LONE STAR
Willis ISD COLLEGE

This Dual Credit Partnership Agreement (“Agreement”) between Lone Star College (“System”)
and Willis High Schoal (Willis ISD) (“School”) is designed to allow
high school students to earn both high school credit and college credit (workforce and or transfer).
Individually, the System and the School are referred to herein as “Party” and collectively as
“Parties.”

Texas Education Code (“TEC”) §§ 28.009, 29.182, 29.184, and 19 Texas Administrative Code
(“TAC”) Part 1 Chapter 4, Subchapter D and Chapter 9, Subchapter H, authorizes the System to
provide students dual-credit instruction via a contract with a public school district or private
school.

Per 19 TAC Rule § 4.84, the System and the School desire to establish a dual credit program with
the following conditions.

1. Eligible Courses

a. For the purposes of this agreement, “Dual Credit Course” shall be defined as outlined in
TAC §4.83 (10).

b. The System shall evaluate Dual Credit Courses offered and approve them through the
System’s curriculum approval process and following Texas Education Code §28.009 b-2
(5) and all other statutory requirements.

c. Dual Credit Courses must be identified as college-level academic courses in the current
Lower Division Academic Course Guide Manual or as college-level workforce education
courses in the current Workforce Education Course Manual and be in the System’s approved
undergraduate course inventory.

d. Remedial and developmental courses are not offered for dual credit per 19 TAC § 4.85
(@3-

e. The System and the School shall collaborate to determine the specific course offerings.
The System may offer College Connect courses in accordance with 19 TAC § 4.86.

g. The Course Crosswalk is a dynamic document that identifies the high school and college
credits that may be earned under this agreement and may be amended (See Schedule 3-
Course Crosswalk).

i. Schedule 3-Course Crosswalk is a course equivalency for each high school course
and its associated college course, including the number of credits, that may be earned
for each course completed through the dual credit agreement.

ii. The Course Crosswalk does not grant the School the opportunity to offer every
course equivalency under this Agreement. The System shall approve all courses in
the dual credit program before implementation.

iii. The School may develop an approved course list specifically detailing which courses
are selected from the Course Crosswalk to publish on both parties’” website each
academic year. The approved list will be attached to this Agreement and updated as
needed each year before publishing without need of a formal amendment. The
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approved list, however, must be approved by the applicable college Vice President
of Instruction and an authorized individual from the School. The most recent
approved list will be posted on each Parties internet website.

2. Student Eligibility Requirements
a. A high school student is eligible to enroll in dual credit courses per TAC Rule § 4.85 (b) if
the student:
i. Isnota degree-seeking student as defined in 19 Texas Administrative Code § 4.83(9).

ii. Demonstrates that the student is exempt under the Texas Success Initiative (“TSI")
provisions as set forth in 19 Texas Administrative Code §4.54.

iii. Demonstrates college readiness by achieving the TSI minimum passing standards as
set forth in 19 Texas Administrative Code § 4.57 on relevant assessment instrument
section(s) approved by the THECB in 19 Texas Administrative Code § 4.56, or

iv. Meets the eligibility requirements for a Texas First Diploma under 19 Texas
Administrative Code § 21.52.

b. Except as provided in 19 Texas Administrative Code § 4.52(b), all students enrolled in
secondary public (accredited or non-accredited), private, or home school are required to
demonstrate college readiness, demonstrate a TSI-allowed exemption, or submit another
approved dual credit eligibility assessment.

c. Students must meet all regular System prerequisite requirements designated for that
course as outlined in TAC § 4.85 (b)(3).

d. Lone Star College requires students to maintain a “C” or better to continue dual credit
program enrollment.

e. College Connect Courses as outlined in TAC § 4.86
i. An eligible student must be enrolled in a public school district or open-enrollment

charter as defined in Texas Education Code, § 5.001(6), and meet the requirement for
dual credit courses to enroll in College Connect courses.

ii. A student who is not exempt or college-ready under the requirements of 19 Texas
Administrative Code § 4.54 or § 4.57 may enroll in a math or communications College
Connect course.

3. Dual Credit Course Locations

a. Dual credit courses may be offered at the School, System, online, or a combination.

b. The School’s counselor or designee shall review each student’s enroliment in an online
dual credit course with the parent or guardian and the student. The review explains the
online courses’ requirements and expectations. The System shall make the ultimate
enrollment decision consulting the School counselor or designee.

4. Student Course Compaosition
a. Dual credit courses may include only dual credit students or both dual- and college-credit
students.
b. The Parties may grant exceptions for a mixed course combining college-credit and high-
school-credit-only students per TAC 4.85 (d) with signed approval only when the School
finds a high-school- credit-only course is not financially viable and only under the following

conditions:
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i. If the course involved is required under the State Board of Education High School
Program graduation requirements;

ii. If the high-school-credit-only students are College Board Advance Placement
or International Baccalaureate students; or

iii. If the course is a career and technical or college workforce education course and the
high-school-credit-only students are eligible to earn articulated college credit.

5. Faculty Selection, Supervision, and Evaluation

a.

The System shall select dual credit course instructors. These instructors must be regularly
employed System faculty members or must meet the same System standards and
approval procedures used to select faculty responsible for teaching the same courses at
the System’s campuses such as Qualified School Instructors. Qualified School Instructors
are School employees who are qualified to teach dual credit classes as described in Texas
Education Code § 130.008(g). Regularly employed System faculty members and Qualified
School Instructors are collectively identified as “Instructors” throughout this Agreement.

Instructors must meet the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on

College’s minimal requirements, which are currently listed on the Faculty Credential
Table located at hitps:/ / www.lonestar.edu/facultv-qualifications.htm.

The Parties shall evaluate Instructors using the System’s evaluation process for regularly
employed full-time faculty members or adjunct instructors.

The System shall require Instructors to participate in outcomes assessment activities.

The System shall require Instructors to participate in System professional development
activities.

The System shall require Instructors to submit each semester for the System’s approval a
syllabus for each course taught. The System shall require Instructors to post the approved
syllabus no later than the seventh day after the first class day.

The System shall require Instructors to post a Curriculum Vitae no later than seven days
after the first class day, and thereafter update as soon as practicable after the information
changes.

The System shall require Instructors to post each major course assignment and
examination grade, calculate final course grades at the semester’s end, and provide
students access to the System textbook utilizing the System Learning Management
System’s gradebook and other features. The System shall require Instructors to complete
all required end-of-course materials, such as grades, exams, and assignments related to
grading materials.

The System shall require Instructors to complete all administrative tasks as required by
the College department.

The System shall require Instructors’ official transcripts be received within the academic
term’s first 30 days.

The System shall require other pertinent employment documents be submitted prior to
the initial term and kept on file thereafter in the System Human Resources office.

Any Qualified School Instructor teaching the dual credit course at the School location
will do so as part of a regular teaching assignment and will comply with the System’s
standards for instruction regardless of modality for in-person, hybrid, or online courses.

m. The System and the School shall ensure dual credit courses taught by Qualified School
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Instructors meet the State of Texas, SACSCOC, and System required instruction quality,
rigor, uniformity, implementation, sequencing, and pacing. If the System determines that
a Qualified School Instructor’s dual credit course fails in any respect to meet any required
standard, then the System shall provide the School notice of such failure and the School
shall promptly remedy such deficiency. The System may take all appropriate actions up
to and including the Qualified School Instructor’s suspension or termination from the
dual credit program if the School fails to promptly resolve noticed deficiencies.

n. The System may remove and or replace any Instructor who fails to meet the System’s
requirements. The System may also place an instructor on a probationary period for quality
performance issues.

0. The School shall provide, without charge, a School employee or other individual
approved by the System to proctor all assessments as needed for online dual credit
courses, serve as a student mentor, receive student performance email notifications, and
perform any other reasonably necessary duties to facilitate this Agreement.

6. Course Curriculum, Instruction, and Grading

a. A dual credit course and the corresponding course offered at a System campus are
equivalent with respect to the curriculum, materials, instruction, and student evaluation
method and rigor.

b. The Parties shall ensure workforce programs offered as dual credit meet requirements
set forth by the System and its accrediting and oversight bodies and agreed upon using
Exhibit B-Dual Credit Program Plan Amendment.

c. As stated in TAC §4.83(D), a student may earn a single grade toward both the college
course and the high school credit or may earn two separate grades where the high school
grade only reflects a student's mastery of secondary content.

d. Asstated in TAC §4.86, College Connect Courses offered through dual credit must confer
both a college-level grade and a secondary-level grade upon a student's successful
completion of the course. A grade conferred for the college-level course may be different
from the secondary-level grade, to reflect whether a student has appropriately
demonstrated college-level knowledge and skills as well as secondary-level knowledge
and skills. An institution may determine how a student enrolled in this course may earn
college credit, whether through college-level course completion or successful completion
of a recognized college-level assessment that the institution would otherwise use to
award college credit.

7. Academic Policies and Student Support Services

As outlined in TAC §4.84, the academic support and guidance provided to students
participating in the dual credit program are listed below.

a. Advising. The School and the System shall establish common advising strategies and
terminology related to dual credit and college readiness, provide for endorsements
described by Texas Education Code § 28.025(c-1), and identify tools to assist school
counselors, students, and families in selecting endorsements that align with dual credit
courses offered by the System.

The Parties shall ensure academic advisors are available to assist students with academic
services including admissions, testing, advising, registration, campus and community
resources referral, add/drop/ withdrawal process, transfer planning, and graduation
process. The School and the System shall designate at least one employee as responsible
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for providing academic advising to a student who enrolls in a dual credit course before the
student begins the course as required under TAC §4.84(20). The School and the System
may designate a specific department or position title instead of a named individual to
serve as the academic advisor

Academic Advisor:
Title/ Department: High School Counselor

The System shall require a student enrolled in a dual credit course to file a degree plan
with the college no later than the second regular semester’s end or term immediately
following the semester or term in which the studentearned 15 or more cumulative semester
credit hours total for dual credit courses successfully completed by the student as
outlined in TEC § 51.9685.

b. Career Services. The System’s career services department is dedicated to helping
students explore college majors and associated careers, research employers, and prepare
for interviews.

c. Learning Tools. Each campus provides a learning center to extend learning beyond the
classroom, including libraries, study aids, tutoring, and testing centers as outlined in TAC
§4.85(g). The System shall provide dual credit students with similar access to services and
facilities that System students have on the System’s campuses.

Dual credit students are eligible to use the same or comparable support services afforded
to all System students including services (e.g., academic advising and counseling),
learning materials (e.g., library resources) and other benefits. Other services may be
available on the campus based on student and community needs.

Online resources developed by the Texas Education Agency, Coordinating Board, or the

Texas Workforce Commission, to assist counselors, students, and families in selecting

endorsements offered by the school district and college courses offered by the institution

under the agreement are also available.

d. Disability Services.

i. The System is dedicated to providing equitable access for all students. This includes
providing reasonable accommodations as required by the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
Title V § 504 and § 508, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and the
Americans with Disabilities Amendment Act, and all applicable regulations.

ii. The System recognizes students’ right to an equal opportunity to participate in and
benefit from the System’s services, programs, facilities, and activities. The System
shall make reasonable accommodations, including furnishing auxiliary aids and
services, for qualified students with disabilities and other qualifying conditions as
required by law and in accordance with the System’s Policies and Procedures.

iii. The School understands and acknowledges that student accommodations or service
approved and provided by the School are not transferable to the System or the
System course.

iv. Students with disabilities or other qualifying conditions are encouraged to register
with their campus’s Disability Services Office as early as possible to help ensure
accommodations are in place before the semester’s start. Students requesting
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vi.

vil.

accommodations for a disability in a System course must contact the System'’s
Disability Services Office each semester to register for or renew accommodations for
System courses. Seeking college accommodations is the student’s responsibility. If
the student does not make a request for accommodations and actively participate in
the accommodation discussion as needed, the student will not receive
accommodations. Additional information may be accessed online at
http:/ / LoneStar.edu / disability-services

Instructors must receive an approved accommodation letter via System email before
students can use their System-approved accommodation in the Instructor’s course.

Assistive Technology is available for students who benefit from its various
technologies based on approved accommodations as determined by the System’s
Disability Services Office. Students are encouraged to discuss their needs with the
System’s Disability Services Office when requesting accommodations or as soon as a
need is recognized.

The School acknowledges that it will provide college-level accommodations to
qualified dual credit students attending that School’s public, private, or charter
location, applicable to School-owned or -leased sites (including sites leased from
Lone Star College), as approved by Lone Star College. Each qualified dual credit
student requesting accommodations in a dual credit course must complete the
accommodation request process per LSCS Policy VLD.11. Students with Disability
Rights and Chancellor’s Procedures (available at hitps:/ /www.lonestar.edu/ policy).
The School shall be responsible for providing such accommodations and any costs
associated with providing such accommodations on the School’s owned or leased
location.

viii. Lone Star College will provide college-level accommodations to qualified dual credit

students attending a Lone Star College location in accordance with LSCS Policy
VIL.D.11. Students with Disability Rights and Chancellor’s Procedures (available at
https:/ / www.lonestar.edu/ policy). Lone Star College shall be responsible for
providing such accommodations and any costs associated with providing such
accommodations on Lone Star College locations.

e. Transportation. Transportation to and from dual credit courses is the responsibility of
the School and/ or students.

8. Transcription of Credit

a. The System and the School shall transcribe the respective credit immediately upon a
student's completing the required performance in the course. Both the System and the
School share responsibility for verifying the accuracy of the transcription list.

b. The School may release student transcripts to the System as appropriate and in
compliance with applicable law.

9. Funding Provisions
a. Section 10 describes the offered dual credit courses’ funding sources including the tuition,
transportation, and any required fees, instructional materials, or textbooks funding
sources.
b. Schedule 1-Dual Credit Financial Agreement provides funding provisions in accordance
with the State Board of Education and the THECB.
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