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The Reality of School Threats

A Single Message Escalates Fast

The "Threats Are No Joke!" PSA highlights how a simple text message 

shared among students rapidly escalates into chaos—triggering fear, 

confusion, and a full law enforcement response.

In today's environment, there is no such thing as "just a joke" 

regarding school violence, safety, or harm to others.

     Whether spoken out loud, posted online, or texted, all threats 

trigger immediate emergency protocols.
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Criminal Offense
Under Texas law, threats—even false 

ones—that cause fear, disrupt school, 

or trigger emergency responses are 

classified as criminal offenses.

Applies From Home
A student faces full school discipline 

and law enforcement actions even if 

the threat was created or sent from 

home on personal devices.

Sharing is Dangerous
Reposting or forwarding threats on 

social media—even without knowing 

if they are real—creates panic and 

carries severe legal consequences.

Key Facts Under Texas Law
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Far-Reaching Disciplinary Action
Making or circulating a threat creates long-term fallout that extends 

far beyond the classroom:

Law Enforcement Action: Criminal investigation, police 

questioning, and potential arrest.

School Discipline: Immediate removal, suspension, or mandatory 

DAEP placement.

Permanent Record: Criminal and disciplinary records that 

linger for years

Future Eligibility: Loss of eligibility for college admissions, 

scholarships, and military enlistment. 

Serious Life Consequences
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Discuss Language
Talk open and candidly with your 

child about the clear boundary 

between playful joking and illegal 

threatening language.

Pause Before Posting
Encourage students to think before 

they post, text, or speak statements 

that could easily be misinterpreted by 

others.

Reinforce Core Rule
Teach your child the primary safety 
rule:
Don't do it.
 Don't share it.
 Report it immediately.

How Parents & Guardians Can Help
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Statement Category Example Scenario Legal & School Outcome

Direct Threat Crime Threatening a campus shooting, bomb, or specific 
violence

Criminal charge under Texas law; immediate police and 
administrative response.

False Emergency Report Circulating or reposting fake threat rumors online Crime under Texas law; causes severe disruption and law 
enforcement response.

Offhand / Mean Remark "She's so annoying, I hope she dies!" Not technically a threat, but results in questioning and discipline for 
causing fear.

Hyperbolic Statement "Ugh! I'm going to kill him for telling her!" Misunderstood easily; leads to serious questioning and disruption 
consequences.

Understanding Language & Context



Off-Campus & Home Activity

Home Devices Are Not Private Havens

Many students mistakenly believe that threats sent from their 

bedroom, personal gaming console, or private phone are 

immune from school rules.

If an off-campus text or post targets a school, student, or staff 

member and disrupts the educational environment, both law 

enforcement and the school district have legal jurisdiction to 

act.
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Report to a Trusted Adult: Tell a teacher, principal, school resource officer SRO, counselor, or parent right away.

Use Anonymous Reporting Tools: Every school district maintains anonymous tip platforms for students to report concerning 

behavior safely.

Know Your District Procedure: Ask school administrators to walk you and your student through the exact reporting mechanisms 

used on campus.

Never Repost or Forward: Do not share threats on social media feeds or group chats. Forwarding amplifies panic and hinders 

investigations.

How Students Should Respond
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Reporting is Responsible Care
Students often hesitate to speak up because they fear being labeled 

a "snitch." Reframe this conversation with your child:

Keeping Friends Safe: Reporting concerning posts gets 

troubled friends the professional help they need.

Guaranteed Anonymity: Reporting tools protect student 

identity so no one knows who made the report.

Protecting Everyone: Speaking up prevents tragedy and 

secures the entire school community.

Overcoming the "Snitch" Stigma
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3
ESSENTIAL ACTION STEPS

Simple Rules That Save Lives

1. DON'T DO IT Never make threats or use violent 

language, even in jest or anger.

2. DON'T SHARE IT Never repost, screenshot, or forward 

rumors or threat messages.

3. REPORT IT Always report concerning language 

immediately to a trusted adult or tip line.

3 Golden Safety Rules for Students



ACTION PLAN

Parent & Guardian Checklist

1. Review your district's Student Code of Conduct.

 2. Save school anonymous reporting tools on your child's phone.

 3. Hold regular discussions on digital responsibility and threat realities.
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2026-2027 
Student Code of 

Conduct





Questions & Resources
Together, we create safer learning environments by helping children 

understand that threats are never a joke.
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Texas School Safety Center TxSSC
Texas State University

For local district threat protocols, consult your school's Student Code of Conduct or District Office. Threats Are No Joke! 
Toolkit















Questions?

Resource: https://safegunstoragetexas.com/

School Support
Adela Cornejo

acornejo@wallerisd.net
936.310.6564

https://safegunstoragetexas.com/
mailto:acornejo@wallerisd.net

