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Anyone who has seen Wesley Thornton compete in a sport
knows she’s a bulldog. But NOW – she’s officially a Bulldog.

Crockett County High School’s multi-sport standout – still with
two spring seasons to play – accepted an offer over the
weekend to continue her phenomenal softball career at
Mississippi State University upon graduation.

That the fulfillment of her athletic dream came over Labor Day
weekend is no coincidence, either. Few high school athletes
have demonstrated the work ethic displayed by the personable
Thornton, who – despite being fully engaged school-year-round
in three demanding sports – still spends a significant portion of
her remaining limited time trying to improve her skills.

MSU head softball coach Samantha Ricketts and her staff made
the call to the Thornton household on the first available day
allowed by the NCAA to directly contact high school juniors.
This weekend’s visit to Starkville was arranged, and it didn’t take
long for Thornton to latch onto that #20 maroon jersey.

“Mississippi State is my top choice because I love the culture
and atmosphere,” Wesley said. “The more I go to Starkville the
more I see how everyone treats each other as family. I was
actually interested in Mississippi State before they started
finding interest in me – but since then they have been to every
single tournament game I can think of, and that really means a
lot to me.”

It certainly didn’t hurt that Wesley – the daughter of Whitney
and Ben Thornton – has been part of a community her whole
life that exemplifies small town values, even though she’s also
had a fierce desire to face the best competition available in her
softball pursuits.

“I love the MSU campus and how Starkville is still a small
town,” Wesley said. “They (the Lady Dawgs) have always
been known as the underdogs in the Southeastern
Conference, and that’s something I can take pride in, to play
my heart out there, and get to prove everyone else wrong.”
See? A Bulldog. Definitely.

Wesley’s mother Whitney – who is the Director of School
Nutrition for the Crockett County School District – said that
she and husband Ben began seeing things early on that
made them aware that Wesley might be athletically inclined.
“When Wes was really young – even just starting to walk –
we always noticed she had incredible balance,” Whitney
said. “She very rarely fell down. But one particular time in
the yard, when Wes was maybe three years old, she had a
plastic whiffle ball bat. Not the skinny one, the big red one.
And I was only like five feet from her and tossed the plastic
ball underhanded – literally trying to hit the bat. She swung
and smoked that ball right back into my forehead!”
A literal first impression.

“Other than that, she’s just always been naturally gifted at
sports,” Whitney said, “and very early on she told us she
was going to play on TV one day.”

By her own recollection, Wesley said it did really begin to
click for her while she was still very young.
“I think when I realized softball was going to be my sport
was probably in elementary school,” she said. “I have played
my whole life. I remember one time when I was little my Dad
asked if I wanted to play college softball, and of course I
said, ‘Yes! I want to play in the SEC!’ He said, ‘Well, that’s a
big goal to have and I will be with you, and help you until we
make it happen.’ He most definitely kept his word on that
one.

“I couldn’t have done it without my Dad, and I am very
appreciative towards him. I wouldn’t say there was any
particular team I was on when I realized this is what I wanted
to do; I feel like I have been playing softball for over ten
years and still love every minute of it. It just kind of
happened.”

Wesley, who had already established herself prominently in
national prospect ratings, is also thankful that her Mom has
never shied away from the behind-the-scenes stuff that
travel ball demands.
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Above: Wesley Thornton is ready for another maroon #20 when the time
comes. (Photo courtesy of Mississippi State University)
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 “I am very grateful towards my Mom,” she said. “Even though

she doesn’t directly help me practice, she helps with so much
more. Like booking hotels, making sure everyone has what they
need for the week or weekend. She makes sure we get where
we need to on time. And much more!

“There is so much more to playing travel softball than just
getting on the field and playing, and people don’t realize this.
My Mom doesn’t get much credit when it comes to my
performance, but I wouldn’t have even gotten to play without
my Mom. She’s always there to support me and that means so
much.”

Wesley’s accomplishments have also been helped by the fact
that she continues to play one other high school sport –
volleyball -- and has also been prominent on Crockett's
basketball squad, going against the specialization road that so
many parents chase. It’s not like she’s just been ON those
teams, either: she’s already earned post-season awards in both.
“In my opinion you should play as many sports as you want,”
she said. “I think playing three sports has helped improve my
athletic ability in so many ways, because each sport uses
different muscles. So all in all it makes you stronger all
together.”

It is, however, clearly softball in which Wesley’s play has gained
the most notice. This past spring, she led CCHS to a third-place
finish in the TSSAA State Tournament and a 34-10-1 record,
batting .528 and getting on base a staggering 64% of the time.
Wes topped Coach Baron Jimmerson’s Lady Cavaliers with 18
doubles, five triples, and 12 home runs, and was also first in runs
scored (68), hits (56), total bases (121), and slugging percentage
(1.142), on her way to accumulating a mind-blowing OPS (on-
base % + slugging) of 1.777. In that latter category, if you’re
around .900, you’re among the elite players in the game. She
also stole 22 bases.

She also hit .520 with 15 home runs this past summer playing for
the travel team of Athletics Gold Tamborra/Vallery, which won
the co-championship of the rain-plagued prestigious Atlanta
Legacy Invitational Tournament. Wesley will play for Georgia
Impact from this point forward in travel ball.
“From travel ball I have been to many new cities and states,
from practicing in Atlanta to playing in Colorado, and then on to
play nationals in Indianapolis,” she said. “It has improved my
game all around offensively and defensively. We have played
the top teams in the country; everyone we play is college
athlete-ready. Especially my teammates, who have contributed
a lot into making me a better player.

“We all have the same end goal, which means we push each
other to be our best selves every time we’re together. I would
say the biggest thing that has developed me is the elite
pitching we face. It has made me a much better hitter.”

Thornton follows former Lady Cav shortstop Piper White as a
Southeastern Conference signee. White has transferred to
Florida Atlantic University after her freshman season at Texas
A&M.

It should also assist Wesley’s SEC potential that she will be
coached by Ricketts, a supremely accomplished player herself
when she attended the University of Oklahoma. When her
playing career ended in 2009, she’d been a two-time All-
American and was the all-time Big 12 Conference leader in
career RBIs, and the Sooner pacesetter in career home runs.

Wesley is currently one of the top hitters on Crockett’s
volleyball team, which has been to the State Tournament in
each of her first two years. She’s also been a valuable member
of the basketball team in the winter as a versatile point guard
who can also score inside, although she won't be playing this
season in order to better prepare for the upcoming softball
campaign.

And then it’ll be softball season again. And in a couple of years,
StarkVegas will have a new showgirl of the most positive kind.

Above:  Wesley should make this an even more popular hashtag around Crockett
County. (Photo courtesy of Mississippi State University)
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Right: The now-
familiar Lady Cav
swing -- and a
resulting home run
against South Gibson
County. (Photo by
Ron Barry)
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Left: When Wesley barrels one up -- which is often
-- it goes a long way, and usually on a line. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: Wesley says she loves every minute she's
on a softball field -- and it usually shows. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: The immediate Thornton family: Whitney, Wesley, Ben,
and John Robert. (Photo courtesy of Mississippi State
University)

Right:  Wesley's softball
athleticism has always been off
the charts. (Photo by Ron
Barry)
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Left: Currently a powerful hitter for Coach
Andrew Laman's Lady Cav volleyball team,
Wesley's slams are a consistent feature in
Emerson Gymnasium. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: While Wesley has been primarily an
infielder at Crockett County, her speed and
arm may translate better in the outfield in the
college setting. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: A home run welcome at home plate
against Dyer County. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above:  Wesley's on-base percentage was an amazing 64% in her
sophomore season. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Left: Wesley has been a member of
Crockett's basketball team as a freshman
and sophomore, although she won't be
playing this season in order to devote
more time to preparing for the upcoming
softball campaign. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: This Labor Day weekend's visit to
Starkville for MSU's football opener was
when Wesley -- with younger John
Robert here -- sealed the deal. (Photo
courtesy of Mississippi State University)
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Below: Somewhat belying her fierce
competitiveness, Wesley most often
plays with a smile on her face and with a
humility rare for an athlete of her stature.
(Photo by Ron Barry)Above: Wesley's 2026 travel ball statistics speak volumes for her

Mississippi State potential. (Graphic courtesy of Athletics Gold)

Above: A little girl's dream... fulfilled. (Photo courtesy of Mississippi State
University)

Below: With the drive to Starkville being just three hours away, Crockett
fans are glad to know that Wesley will keep wearing maroon for the
foreseeable future. (Photo courtesy of Mississippi State University)

Above:  Wesley's official personal announcement, made on Sunday,
September 6, 2026. (Graphic courtesy of Mississippi State University)
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