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Welcome!

• Catherine Scaramuzzino - Director of Guidance

• Emma Stark Koba - Counselor

• Theodore Jarmusz - Counselor

• Matt Koba - Counselor

• Nicole Wall - SAC

• Tina Brendel - Registrar

• Danielle Cioffi - Guidance Secretary



Agenda

 60 minutes

 Practical information

 Application Process

 5 EASY STEPS

 Important Deadlines

 Importance of Attendance and Recommendations

 Applying for Scholarships

 Standardized Testing

 Upcoming Events

 Question and Answer (General)





The College Application Process

Apply

Hear

Decide
School documents follow 

after application is sent
By May 1st

Application Result



Application Process Responsibilities

 STUDENT

 Application

 SAT/ACT Score Submissions

 Recommendation Requests (Teacher and Counselor)

 Transcript Request Release Form

 NCAA Eligibility (Athletes make sure you register with NCAA)

 GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

 Official Transcript Submission (through Naviance)

 Recommendation Submission-Teacher and Counselor

 School Profile

 Secondary School Report Submission



Standardized Test for 2026-27

 Many colleges remain Test Optional for the year 
2026-27. CHECK COLLEGE WEBSITES to review their 
application requirements

 VIRTUAL TOURS- go to the colleges’ websites

 COLLEGE REP VISITS AT RBC- Students sign up as soon 
as appointment times become available in NAVIANCE

 Make sure that you continue to be a strong academic 
student. This could be a silver lining in your 
application process.



Naviance Student

 A comprehensive web based tool that 
students can use to plan their future. 
(parents have their own login to view their   
student’s accounts)

 Naviance is used for:
 College research
 Student Data (test scores, GPA etc.)
 Colleges

 E-DOCS-sending transcripts and 
recommendations

 Scholarships
 Scattergrams

 Document section



The College Application Process 

using eDocs

 All School Documents will be sent 
electronically using eDocs

Common Application Reports

Teacher and Counselor 
Recommendations

Transcripts – Initial, Mid-year and 
Final

School Profile



Overall Expectations
STUDENTS MUST TAKE OWNERSHIP

 Keep the process in perspective 

 This is your ‘unique’ plan

 Work together as a family

 Discuss finances openly

 Start early and meet all deadlines



Expectations for the Student

5 Easy Steps



Step 1:  Apply via “The Common Application”

 Go to Commonapp.org and set up your account.  Your common app 
username is Your Email (student’s personal email).  SAVE PASSWORD
for use throughout the year. The same personal e-mail is also used to 
link your Naviance Account–You MUST establish a CommonApp account in 
order to submit your documents electronically through Naviance if you 
are using the CommonApp.

 Add your colleges that you are applying to via the Common App.

 After completing school information you can do the FERPA agreement.

 Click on Recommenders and FERPA(sidebar) and the FERPA agreement 
appears. FERPA absolutely has to be signed before you can go forward 
for the CommonApp schools.  CommonApp should be used if the school 
subscribes to CommonApp.  

 Login to Naviance and match your CommonApp e-mail to your Naviance 
account. Reminder: e-mail has to be the same used for CommonApp.

 If you do not apply through the Common App you will be asked to sign a 
FERPA waiver in Guidance before any documents are sent.





Common APP Dashboard



College Search



My Colleges



FERPA



Signing the FERPA



FERPA RELEASE AUTHORIZATION







SRAR (Self  Reported Academic Record)

 Should match the Unofficial transcript that you were 

given EXACTLY

 We go by “Semester Scale”

 Weighted 4.0 GPA

 How to enter in your courses

 Advanced= AP

 Honors= Honors

 Accelerated= ACP

 Standard= CP





Step 2:  Naviance

 Once you log in to Naviance, choose Colleges and then 

Colleges I am Applying to

 You will match your CommonApp with Naviance

 Any schools not on your CommonApp you will have to 

add to Naviance











Colleges I Am Applying To 



Colleges I am Applying To





Matched Naviance Account



Step 3:  Teacher Recommendations

 Always allow at least 2 weeks for teachers to complete their letter.

 Please make sure you ask the teacher in person prior to submitting the 
official request.

 Click on the College tab on the top

 In the drop down menu, select “Letters of Recommendations”

 Click add 

 Add new request, click the drop-down list and choose the teacher from the 
list, click submit request.

 Click General so that your requests are added to all your schools

 Your teacher request has to be done prior to your requesting a transcript.



Letters of Recommendation





Step 4:  Requesting a Transcript 

(NO PAPER WILL BE ACCEPTED)

Your counselor should have the parent brag 
sheet and recommendation questionnaire from 
you prior to this step. You should have already 
asked your teachers for a recommendation.

• Complete the “SENIOR Transcript Payment & 
Signature Form”. 

• Once the fee is paid and Mrs. Brendel 
receives your release, you will be redirected 
to the page to fill out the counselor specific, 
individual transcript request for each college.  
You should be prepared with a list of schools 
that you plan on applying to.

• If you apply to more schools in the future, see 
your counselor for a new link.



INCLUDING RANK ON 

TRANSCRIPT????

Thoughts……



Step 5: Apply

 Complete Common Application On line.

 Complete Supplements if applicable.

 If college does not subscribe to CommonApp, complete on-line 
application for that particular college, but you MUST complete 
a Common Application in order to send electronic documents 
through Naviance.

 Make sure you complete payment screen and THEN SUBMIT 
application after payment.

 You can ask each college REP when you meet them or call the 
school to ask for a FEE WAIVER APPLICATION CODE if available.

 Check for GREEN (on commonapp) box that appears at the top 
of  the application to ensure that your application has been 
submitted.

 We recommend you submit your application at least 4 days 
ahead of deadline in case you have any tech issues.



NCAA



NCAA



STANDARDIZED TESTS

 SAT’s and Subject Tests have to be sent 
directly from CollegeBoard

 ACT’s should be sent directly from ACT.  

 (They are NOT included on transcript)

 Check with each college to see if they 
accept self-reported scores initially. 



ATTENDANCE

 80% of success is showing up

 When students improve their 
attendance rates, they improve their 
academic prospects and chances for 

success.

 In our letters of recommendation, the 
college expects that we will present the 
student in the best possible light-regular 
absences and tardiness do not present 

you in the best Light!!!



Throughout the Process……

 Communicate with your counselor.

 As you hear back from schools, let your counselor 
know.

 Bring your acceptance letters to Guidance as soon 
as you receive them.

 Email your scholarship and award letters to 
Guidance as soon as you receive them. These are 
listed (without amount) in the graduation program.

 Check for emails from the Guidance Office regularly.

 Parents can contact the student’s counselor at any 
time.



Review:  5 Easy Steps

• Step 1: Set up a Common Application 
Account and complete FERPA waiver on the 
Common Application. Enter CommonApp ID 
(e-mail) in Naviance.

• Step 2: Add Colleges that you are applying 
to in Naviance

• Step 3: Invite Teacher Recommendations 
under “Colleges I’m Applying to”

• Step 4: Request a Transcript

• Step 5: Apply



Senior Meetings

 Counselors meet individually with seniors and 

parents regarding the process. This could be 

IN PERSON or via Google Meet.

 A Google Meet appointment email will be sent 

to you with your scheduled time. 

 By end of September Steps 1-3 are complete.

 Review this process with your child prior to 

the meeting.

 Come prepared with questions.

 Contact your school counselor at any time.



FALL COLLEGE FAIR

at 

MONMOUTH 

UNIVERSITY

Sunday October 18th 

1-4pm



Upcoming Events

September

• Individual College Rep In-Person Visits throughout the fall are held in the 
Guidance office

• Financial Aid Evening-September 17th VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM at 7pm

• The 2027-2028 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will open 
on October 1, 2026 for students graduating in 2027, according to the 
Federal Student Aid website.

SAT

October 9th at RBC(Seniors Only) December 5th-NOT AT RBC

September 12th NOT AT RBC March 6th- NOT AT RBC

October 3rd- NOT AT RBC May 1st- NOT AT RBC

November 7th- NOT AT RBC June 5th NOT AT RBC

ACT

September 19th NOT AT RBC         February 27th NOT AT RBC 

October 17th  - NOT AT RBC April 10th – NOT AT RBC

December 12th - NOT AT RBC June 12th – NOT AT RBC

July 10th- NOT AT RBC

Application Deadline for Early Decision/Early Action for some schools (October 
15th) Many southern schools have early deadlines.



Scholarships

• Scholarships are listed on Naviance

• When applying for scholarships transcript requests 

should be brought to guidance two weeks before due 

date so it can be processed. 

• You will be notified by e-mail from Scholarship 

Coordinator- Matt Koba when scholarships are available.



Scholarship List



SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES

 Scholarships.com

 SallieMae.com

 Unigo.com

 Cappex.com

 Petersons.com

 Collegebaord.org

 Fastweb.com

 Chegg.com

 Scholarshipmonkey.com

 Brokescholar.com

 Raise.me

 earn money for college beginning 9th grade

 Microscholarships (small grants)



FINANCIAL AID WEB SITES

❖Financial Aid Information Page www.finaid.com

❖U.S. Dept. of Education nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool

❖NJ Dept. of Higher Ed www.nj.gov

❖NCAA Clearinghouse www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/

❖FAFSA www.fafsa.ed.gov

❖CSS Profile https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp

COLLEGE  WEB SITES

❖Peterson’s Online www.petersons.com

❖Common Application www.commonapp.org

❖College Board www.collegeboard.com

❖ACT                                                                                                 www.act.org

❖SAT/ACT Optional Schools www.fairtest.org                                                                                     
College Xpress                                                                               https://www.collegexpress.com/home

CAREER WEB SITES

❖Do What You Are           http://connection.naviance.com/redbankcatholic.com

❖US Bureau of Labor                                                   http://www.bls.gov/

http://www.finaid.com/
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cool
http://www.ctdhe.org/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.bls.gov/


College Rep Visits

• Representatives from various colleges will be holding In-person 

meetings with our students from September through November. 

• To sign up, go to Naviance → Colleges → College visits → choose 

from the list of schools which meetings you would like to attend

• In order to avoid missing too much class and giving a chance for 

everyone to attend, you are limited to 7 meetings per student 

and meetings are capped at 15 students due to space limitations



Internships

• Red Bank Catholic will be continuing its highly 

successful senior experience internship program.  

• This program allows participating students the 

opportunity to work in a non-paid role, with an 

organization that parallels their career goals, 

providing them with valuable real-life 

experiences. 

• Mrs. Piroso is in charge of internships check your 

grade level Schoology for information.



Financial Aid Information

FAFSA
The 2027-2028 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) will open on October 1, 2026 for students 
graduating in 2027, according to the Federal Student Aid 

website.

CSS Profile (Scholarship Service)  is 

available beginning on

October 1st



Financial Aid APP

Check out

Federal Student Aid APP

to be added to your phone



Acceptance & Award 

Offer Letters

As soon as the students receive any 

acceptance letters or award offers 

please bring to Guidance and give to 

Mrs. Brendel.

This is for publication in the graduation 

program.

Students will be recognized for the 

scholarship, but individual amounts will 

not be listed. We just publish a class 

total.



Conclusion

 Seniors need to visit their counselor 
frequently during the application 
season.

 Request pass digitally and counselor 
will confirm.

 Parents should communicate on a 
regular basis with their child about 
this process

THE STUDENT HAS TO BE INVESTED IN 
THE PROCESS!



Q & A


