'? #
NEASC The Meaning
siasnesesrey - Accreditatio
W II. » ‘

oy

=

S,
< " ™

\
<

W\

y

NEASC Accreditation for Public Schools

NEASC Accreditation is a voluntary, peer-driven process that supports schools in advancing high-quality
learning through continuous improvement. Built on more than a century of evolving educational practice,
accreditation provides a framework for schools to examine their work holistically as learning
communities. Rather than measuring schools against a single model of excellence, the process
recognizes each institution's unique mission and context while providing a common set of research-
informed standards that describe effective practice.

Accreditation is both rigorous and developmental. Schools engage in an ongoing cycle of inquiry, using
evidence to understand how well their daily practices are serving students, where improvement is
needed, and whether that work stays true to the school's own mission and values. The process invites
educators, students, families, and community members into meaningful conversations about the
student experience. Schools are encouraged to examine not only outcomes but also to set goals for
student impact: the transferable skills, knowledge, understandings, and dispositions they want learners
to develop over time, often expressed in a vision of a learner. Visiting teams of experienced educators
contribute an external perspective, offering observations and feedback that help schools validate their
strengths, challenge assumptions, and identify their next steps.

Because accreditation is grounded in professional trust and collaboration, its purpose is not to compare
schools but to support their continued growth. Effective schools are never finished. They respond to new
challenges, adapt to changing needs, and continually strengthen the learning experiences they provide.
Accreditation creates the space for that work by encouraging thoughtful reflection, informed decision
making, and a sustained commitment to improvement over time.
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How NEASC Accreditation

Supports the School Community

Students and Families

* Focuses on what matters most for student
success and future readiness

* Supports access to engaging, personalized,
high-quality instruction for all students

* Emphasizes student well-being, equity,
inclusion, and a sense of belonging

* Gives voice to students and families by engaging
them in the improvement process

* Demonstrates to families and colleges that the
school meets high standards of educational
excellence and is committed to continuous
improvement

School Board Members

* Establishes a clear picture of strengths,
challenges, and opportunities for growth

* Serves as aroadmap for steady improvement
and proactive planning grounded in reflection,
data, and shared goals

¢ Aligns decisions with high standards and
student-centered priorities

¢ Creates transparency in school progress, future
planning, and continuous improvement

* Empowers agency and choice throughout the
process, allowing priorities to reflect local
context and needs
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Local Citizens and
Community Members

Signals stability, trust,
and commitment to quality

Reassures taxpayers that public funds support a
strong, accountable, dynamic school system

Makes progress accessible through clear
communication about strengths, needs, and
long-term goals

Elevates the school through a globally
recognized standard of excellence and
worldwide professional network.

Builds a sense of shared ownership for student
success

Educators and School Leaders

Creates structure and time for meaningful
reflection and collaboration on improving
teaching and learning

Strengthens alignment and teamwork across
grade levels and departments

Fosters professional pride and reinforces the
professional expertise of educators

Provides encouragement, fresh perspective,
and practical insights from visiting teams

Expands access to professional learning,
thought partnership, and ongoing support
beyond school visits
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