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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

SUBJECT AREA CREDITS 

English 20 Credits 

History and Social Science (Including 
US History) 

15 Credits 

Mathematics, including Algebra II or 
Integrated Math 

20 Credits 

Science​(Three years of a Lab 
Science) 

15 Credits 

Health 2.5 Credits 

A form of Physical Education 10  Credits 

Pathway Electives (Including 5 
credits in fine or performing arts 

30 Credits 

Total 112.5 

 
1.​ *Of the required history courses, students must take and pass United States History. 
2.​ ** Students will select electives each year based on individual interest, including but not limited to opportunities 

to participate in (10th, 11th, and 12th) dual enrollment classes, internships, work studies, capstone projects, TA’s, 
etc.  

 

*World Language 10 Credits (of same language) 

 

1.​ *While world language is not an HVHS graduation requirement, many College Admissions Requirements state 
that students planning to attend a four-year college should complete a minimum of 2 years of a world language.  

Competency Determination Requirements: 
Students must meet the Hoosac Valley Regional School District requirements for a competency determination to receive a 
high school diploma. These requirements are in addition to the graduation requirements.  
 
As defined by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the "competency determination" 
shall be based on the academic standards and curriculum frameworks for tenth graders and shall represent a determination 
that a particular student has demonstrated mastery of a common core of skills, competencies and knowledge in these 
areas, by satisfactorily completing coursework that has been certified by the student's district as showing mastery of the 
skills, competencies, and knowledge contained in the state academic standards and curriculum frameworks in the areas 
measured by the MCAS high school tests described in section one I administered in 2023, and in any additional areas 
determined by the board.  
 
Students who have previously earned a Competency Determination (CD) through a regular or retest administration of the 
MCAS (including the November 2024 retest) or through a DESE appeal process, have earned their competency 
determination. 
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Students in the Hoosac Valley Regional School District who have not yet earned their competency determination through 
previous MCAS administrations can meet the requirements for a competency determination through the following 3 
course equivalencies:  

●​ Receive a passing grade in the equivalent of a grade 10 English course, and 
●​ Receive a passing grade in Algebra II or the Integrated Math equivalency, and 
●​ Receive a passing grade in the equivalent of a Biology or Physics or an equivalent course  

Students who do not meet the required passing grades in the prescribed courses may enroll in summer school, credit 
recovery courses, or be scheduled to take additional coursework by their school counselor that meets the same MA 
Curriculum Framework Standards. These opportunities will provide students who have not yet met the CD requirements 
with additional chances to fulfill the graduation standard. 

 

 
MA COLLEGE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS 

 
The state of Massachusetts sets specific admissions requirements for admission to colleges in the state university system. 
These requirements are separate from high school graduation requirements, and may differ from that of Hoosac Valley 
High School. Please see the following link for more information: Admissions Standards. 
 
 
 

COURSE LEVEL INFORMATION 

 
College Preparatory (CP): Students work with challenging topics and are expected to complete assignments outside of 
class time.   
Honors (H) : courses cover more standards and content than CP courses. Students often work independently in school and 
at home.  
Advanced Placement (AP) gives high school students an introduction to college-level classes in high school. These 
courses may award college credit and are academically demanding. The AP Exam is optional. 
 
All students must enroll in a minimum of 27.5 each year to be considered a full time student. 
Full-year courses= 5 Credits ​ ​ Half-Year Courses= 2.5 Credits 
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PATHWAYS 

We  believe in the approach that college and career pathways are the best way to engage students and to challenge them to 
participate in experiential learning outside the classroom – either in fields that already interest them or in fields that 
expose them to a variety of opportunities. Hoosac Valley High School is a designated Innovation Pathways (IP) school 
and has created seven pathways for our students to explore: 

Art and Entertainment​ ​ ​ ​  

Biomedical Science and Healthcare (ICP)  

Business & Entrepreneurship  

​ Education 

Engineering & Technology 

Environmental Studies (ICP) 

Sports Medicine, Health, & Wellness 

 

To graduate with a Massachusetts Innovation Career Pathway, students need to complete a specific sequence of 
four courses (two technical/applied: 10 credits, two advanced like AP/Dual Enrollment: 10 credits), earn 
industry-recognized credentials (IRCs), and complete a 100-hour internship or work-based learning capstone, 
all while meeting standard high school graduation requirements. These pathways prepare students with deep 
knowledge in high-demand sectors through strong employer partnerships, offering real-world skills for 
post-secondary success.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS:  ENGLISH 

 
ELA 8 
Language Arts at the grade 8 level builds upon students’ prior knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, word usage, 
and the mechanics of writing, and includes the four aspects of language use: reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening. These courses include various genres of literature to improve reading skills and strengthen 
communication skills.They link writing exercises for different purposes to those reading selections. Throughout 
this course, students will explore issues of multiculturalism and diversity through a variety of authors and genres.​ ​
​               
ELA 9  
Successful completion of ELA 8​ ​                           ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits​
This course provides students with the opportunity to refine essential writing skills in the area of organization, sentence 
structure, vocabulary and mechanics. The study of various genres of literature enables the student to develop insight, 
analysis and critical thinking skills. Strategies are incorporated to foster comprehension and encourage constructive 
response either personal or literary. They also encourage the growth of skills needed by students to become independent 
readers. Throughout this course, students will explore issues of multiculturalism and diversity through a variety of authors 
and genres. Grammar is reviewed and taught. A research paper using MLA format will also be covered.  
 
ELA 10   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Successful completion of ELA 9  
This tenth grade course is offered to students who have a good understanding of elementary concepts in literature and 
language and are ready for abstract and more sophisticated aspects. Analytical and critical papers regarding theme, setting, 
and characters are among those required. Students’ writings should reflect good sentence structure, diction and mechanics. 
Planning and outlining essays and critical papers are introduced and developed. Grammar is taught and reviewed as 
needed. Throughout this course, students will explore issues of multiculturalism and diversity through a variety of authors 
and genres. 
​

ELA PRE AP                                                                                                                                   5   Credits 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of ELA 9 and teacher recommendation 
Pre-AP English 10 is designed to develop advanced reading, writing, and critical thinking skills to prepare students for 
success in Advanced Placement (AP) English courses. This course provides a rigorous curriculum that engages students in 
the close reading and analysis of a wide range of literary and non-fiction texts, including classic and contemporary works, 
including multicultural and diverse authors and genres. Students will refine their writing skills and engage in meaningful 
discussions and collaborative activities as they prepare for AP-level coursework, including exposure to AP-style 
assessments and expectations. 
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ELA 11 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Successful completion of ELA 10 
This course provides a survey of the development of American literature with an emphasis on major writers. Improvement 
and growth in writing skills is developed through the writing of critical and analytical papers, including research papers. 
Grammar is reviewed in the context of SAT preparation. Throughout this course, students will explore issues of 
multiculturalism and diversity through a variety of authors and genres. Texts will be selected from among a diverse group 
of authors for what they reflect and reveal about the evolving American experience and character. 
                       
ELA 12 ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             5 Credits  
Successful completion of ELA 11 
The broad outlines of English literature from its beginning through the modern period supply the student with a basis for 
appreciating and understanding the major writers. Emphasis is also placed on studying and comprehending the 
development of the English language through its various stages. Each unit incorporates a comprehensive historical 
background essential for the study and knowledge of a particular time period. Several multicultural writers are recognized 
to understand better the pluralistic nature of Britain, to appreciate connections between cultures, and, ultimately, to view 
our own nation’s diversity as a rich source.  Through critical papers, oral reports and discussions, students should show an 
appreciation of the literary works studied as contributions to our cultural heritage. Throughout this course, students will 
explore issues of multiculturalism and diversity through a variety of authors and genres 
 

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Pre-AP or ELA 10 and teacher recommendation 
AP English Language and Composition is an introductory college-level composition course. Students cultivate their 
understanding of writing and rhetorical arguments through reading, analyzing, and writing texts as they explore topics like 
rhetorical situation, claims and evidence, reasoning and organization, and style.This course engages students in becoming 
skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a 
variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s 
purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language 
contribute to effectiveness in writing. 
 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of ELA 11 or AP Language and teacher recommendation 
AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level literary analysis course. Students cultivate their 
understanding of literature through reading and analyzing texts as they explore concepts like character, setting, structure, 
perspective, figurative language, and literary analysis in the context of literary works. This course will  prepare students 
for the Advanced Placement test in English through developing critical standards for independent appreciation of any 
literary work. Analysis includes an awareness of language, understanding of the writer's craft and an increased sensitivity 
to literature as a shared experience based on the writings of British, American, and World authors. 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
WORLD HISTORY   ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Grade 10 or 11 
This course, beginning with the Age of Reason and ending with the present day, will cover a host of historical concepts 
such as war, revolution, reform, balance of power, economic materialism, socialism, capitalism, along with a construct 
that evaluates the human struggle with power for the “top down” as well as “bottom up.” Emphasis will be placed upon 
writing, reading, research, oral preparation as well as appropriate computer usage, Historical projects will be encouraged.  

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY     ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  5 Credits 
Grade 9 or students enrolled in Environmental Pathway      ​  
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Prerequisite: Successful completion of civics and teacher recommendation.  This course is equivalent to an introductory 
college-level course in human geography. The course introduces students to the systematic study of patterns and processes 
that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface. Students employ spatial concepts and 
landscape analysis to examine socio economic organization and its environmental consequences. They also learn about the 
methods and tools geographers use in their research and applications. The curriculum reflects the goals of the National 
Geography Standards (2012).  
Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 

• Interpret maps and analyze geospatial data;  
• Understand and explain the implications of associations and networks among phenomena in places;  
• Recognize and interpret the relationships among patterns and processes at different scales of analysis;  
• Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process; and  
• Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 

 
U.S. HISTORY I ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Grade 9 or 10 
Students examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during the Revolutionary and Constitutional 
eras. They learn about the important political and economic factors that contributed to the outbreak of the Revolution, as 
well as, the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key ideas of the U.S Constitution. Students also 
study the basic framework of American democracy and the basic concepts of American government such as popular 
sovereignty, federalism, separation of powers, and individual rights. Students study America’s westward expansion, the 
establishment of political parties and economic and social change. Finally, students will learn about the growth of 
sectional conflict, how sectional conflict led to the Civil War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including 
Reconstruction. Emphasis will be placed upon writing, reading, research, oral preparation as well as appropriate computer 
usage.   
 
U.S. HISTORY II ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Grade 9 -12, depending on schedule 
Students will study the goals and accomplishments of such eras of the Jazz Age, The 1930s New Deal, Students will also 
learn about the various factors that led to America’s entry into World War II as well as the consequences of World War II 
on American life. Finally, students will study the causes and course of the Cold War, important economic and political 
changes during the Cold War, including the Civil Rights movement, and recent events and trends that have shaped 
modern-day America. Students will be expected to draw conclusions based upon research and present them in oral or 
written form with intelligent positions.  
 
AP UNITED STATES HISTORY    ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 ​ 5 Credits  
Grades 10 - 12th  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of previous history courses and teacher recommendation.   
This course is offered to select 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students. The aim of this course is to provide the student with a 
learning experience comparable to a college introductory course in American History. To receive Advanced Placement 
college credit, the student will be required to take and pass the national A.P. exam in May. This course will use 
chronological and thematic coverage of topics beginning with precontact of the Americas and include topics such as the 
Colonial Period, the pre-Civil War era, the Civil War and Reconstruction, Industrial America and Immigration, the World 
Wars, Depression and New Deal, domestic and foreign affairs of the Cold War period and concerns of the Post Cold War 
era. Requirements will include several outside readings per term, a research paper as well as other papers, oral 
presentations, panel discussions and debates. This is a rapid paced, college-level seminar course.  
 
 
AP WORLD HISTORY     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Grade 10 or 11 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of previous history courses and teacher recommendation.   
This course is offered to select 11th and 12th grade students.This is a year-long introductory college-level modern world 
history course. Students will investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes from 1200 to the 
present. Students will develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: identifying, 
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explaining, and contextualizing historical developments and processes, analyzing the foundations and arguments of 
primary and secondary sources, making historical connections, and developing historical arguments. The course is 
composed of nine units, organized chronologically and broken down into topics, that are tied together by six fundamental 
historical themes. 
 

SOCIAL AND ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Brain-Based Psychology.  During the Social Psychology portion, students will focus on motivation, emotions, group 
dynamics, and conflict resolution. This class also focuses on the biological elements of the brain (nature-nurture, 
evolutionary psychology, the make-up of the brain and nervous system, the chemical brain, psychoactive substances, 
perception, sleep, and abnormal psychology and disorders of the brain). 
 

ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
This course is an introduction to the theoretical concepts and approaches in child and adolescent development and moving 
through adulthood and old age. Developmental processes through maturation and learning will be examined. Different 
theoretical perspectives (biological, cognitive, social, behavioral, emotional, and evolutionary) will be explored and 
relevant research discussed.  
 

AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
The US Government Elective will provide students with the political knowledge and reasoning processes to participate 
meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics and society. It is 
important to note that this course is not a history course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness 
of the different parts of the American political system as well as the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are 
the byproduct of this system. Students will revisit the Founding Documents of the United States and Massachusetts with 
an emphasis on understanding their relevance and impact on policies and politics in the present. They study these topics 
by exploring and researching guiding questions such as “What does it mean to be an informed citizen?” and “How 
involved should the United States government be in world affairs?” 
 
CIVICS- GRADE 8 
Civics courses examine the general structure and functions of American systems of government, the roles and 
responsibilities of citizens to participate in the political process, and the relationship of the individual to the law and legal 
system. These courses do not typically delve into the same degree of detail on constitutional principles or the role of 
political parties and interest groups as do comprehensive courses in U.S. Government.​ ​ ​ ​  
 

CURRENT EVENTS    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Many adolescents don’t know a lot about what’s going on in the world today. Faced with a barrage of information from a 
vast array of media sources, it is often confusing for students to gain a competent understanding of world events. This 
class will focus on the social, political, cultural, economic and geographical aspects of contemporary events in relation to 
the students’ lives and the world they live in today. The course will also provide the students with the opportunity to be 
exposed to current events on the local, county, state, and international levels and increase their understanding of today’s 
world. Students will read, research, explore diverse current events from various perspectives and be prepared to discuss 
them in a seminar type setting.  
​

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​              2.5 Credits 
An increasingly globalized and fast-paced world has raised questions about what constitutes meaningful citizenship as 
well as about its global dimensions for individual and group identities. This course offers an opportunity for students to 
explore the concepts of global citizenship and identity from varying perspectives. In addition, this course will  connect our 
ideas about global citizenship to historic and current global human movements and their impact on our current worldview. 
The course focuses on three essential questions in line : 1) Who are we, both as individuals and global citizens?, 2) 
What/who may have been influencing the person we are and whom we wish to become in this world?, and 3) What does it 
entail to be a global citizen and which difference can I make? 
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HISTORY OF FOOD                                                                                                                         2.5 Credits 
What did you eat today? Maybe you had sushi, or pad thai, or tacos, or a burger. Maybe you had instant noodles or cold 
cereal. Whatever it was, there is a cultural, social, economic or technological story behind it. What we eat is a reflection of 
larger societal processes. In this course we will explore the evolution of food over the course of human history. In doing so 
we will analyze how agricultural revolutions, technological advancements, trade networks, colonialism, war,  
globalization, and other key historical developments have shaped the way we live and eat. The course will culminate with 
a final research project in which you will analyze the historical, cultural, and geographic background of your favorite dish. 
 

POP CULTURE   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
The last century has been marked by a shift in social practices and stark changes to the cultural landscape. How has that 
been reflected in popular culture? Has pop culture helped shape these changes? How has popular culture responded to 
major historic events? Has it influenced any? Does popular culture create generation gaps or bridge them? What does it 
mean to spend most of our waking hours absorbing media that did not exist for our grandparents?  How has this affected 
our mental environment and thought processes? What other impacts has popular culture had on our society and social 
relations? 
These are examples of the types of questions that this class will examine as we engage in critical thinking about popular 
culture. We will use popular music, literature, art, film, tv, and advertisements as primary sources to help analyze how 
American perceptions of race, ethnicity, gender, and class have shifted over the last 100 years.  
 

AP PSYCHOLOGY     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Completion of at least one psychology elective or a teacher recommendation. 
This full-year course will introduce the student to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of 
human beings and other animals. Students will be exposed to the major figures, theories, and subfields (consciousness, 
learning, personality, cognition, etc.) within psychology through various instructional methods. Students will also 
familiarize themselves with the types and  
methods of psychological research, identify and distinguish between the distinct aspects of human behavior and cognition, 
identify various psychological disorders and treatments, and critically analyze and review the latest advances in the field. 
The aim of this course is to provide an educational experience equivalent to that obtained in most introductory college 
psychology courses. 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: MATHEMATICS 

  
 
ALGEBRA I  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation from grade 8   
This course will cover the Algebraic concepts of linear equations,  functions, inequalities and systems, exponents and 
exponential functions, quadratic expressions and equations. This course provides a sound foundation for advanced study 
in mathematics. An emphasis on MCAS prep will also be addressed.  Teacher recommendation is required. 
 
INTEGRATED I ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Integrated Math I focuses on building foundational understanding across algebra, geometry, and statistics through a 
coherent, problem-centered approach aligned to the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. Students develop 
fluency with linear relationships, expressions, and equations while modeling real-world situations. ​​Geometric reasoning is 
developed through transformations, congruence, and coordinate geometry, emphasizing visual models and precise 
mathematical language. Students also analyze and interpret data using measures of center and variability and explore 
introductory probability. Throughout the course, students make connections among representations—graphs, tables, 
equations, and diagrams—strengthening conceptual understanding, problem-solving skills, and mathematical 
communication. 
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INTEGRATED II​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Integrated Math II extends and deepens students’ understanding of mathematical relationships by revisiting and expanding 
algebraic, geometric, and statistical concepts in increasingly complex contexts. Students analyze and model situations 
using quadratic and exponential functions, connecting algebraic structure to graphical and contextual meaning.Geometric 
learning focuses on similarity, trigonometric relationships, and transformations, supporting problem-solving in both 
abstract and applied settings. Students continue to strengthen statistical reasoning by examining distributions, variability, 
and probability models to evaluate real-world data.Emphasis is placed on reasoning, justification, and modeling, as 
students apply mathematics across domains and communicate their thinking using appropriate tools and representations.  
 
 
INTEGRATED III​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Integrated Math III synthesizes and extends students’ learning through advanced algebraic, geometric, and statistical 
reasoning aligned to college- and career-readiness standards. Students study polynomial, rational, and exponential 
functions, focusing on structure, modeling, and problem-solving. Geometric concepts are applied to proofs, coordinate 
geometry, and complex transformations, reinforcing logical reasoning and precision. Students engage in statistical 
inference, using data to draw conclusions, evaluate claims, and assess risk and uncertainty. The course emphasizes 
integration across mathematical domains, real-world applications, and the development of analytical thinking, preparing 
students for postsecondary study and quantitative decision-making.  
 
GEOMETRY   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra I 
This course is designed for students who rate high in mathematical ability, aptitude and interest. This course proceeds at a 
rapid pace and includes topics of geometry such as basic definitions, reasoning and proof, parallel and perpendicular lines, 
congruency, similarity, relationships in triangles, quadrilaterals, area, volume and surface area. Students must be 
demonstrated problem solvers, self-motivated learners, independent workers, and have excellent reading skills.   
 
ALGEBRA II    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry or Integrated Math 
This course includes the Algebra II concepts of linear relations and functions, systems of equations and inequalities, 
quadratic functions and relations, polynomial functions, inverse and radical functions and relations.This course provides a 
sound foundation for advanced study in mathematics. An emphasis on MCAS and SAT prep will also be addressed.  
Students successfully completing Math I, Math II and Math III may qualify for Algebra II based on teacher 
recommendation.  
 

PRE-CALCULUS  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra II and  teacher recommendation 
This course is intended for students who have a thorough knowledge of Geometry and Algebra. Topics include:  power, 
polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions from a Calculus perspective. This course will 
also focus on analytical Trigonometry and matrices.  
 

CALCULUS ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of PreCalculus and  teacher recommendation 
This course is designed to prepare students to be highly successful in a college level Calculus course.  General theory, 
techniques, and applications of Calculus including limits, continuity, derivatives, definite integrals, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, trigonometric functions, and techniques of integration will be explored.  A strong background in 
Algebra, Geometry, and College Algebra or Honors Pre-Calculus along with a teacher recommendation is needed in order 
to take this course.   
 

PERSONAL FINANCE   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​                     ​ 5 Credits 
GradeS 11 and 12 
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This course is designed to prepare students for the choices and challenges of today’s financial markets.  Giving the 
students a better understanding of personal finance will help them move into adulthood making more informed monetary 
decisions.  Students will  search and assess college and career opportunities, identify and prioritize their personal money 
management goals, develop personal spending and savings plans, comprehend the impact of time on the value of money, 
and understand the cost of using credit and protecting assets. 
 

AP BUSINESS AND PERSONAL FINANCE   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​         5  Credits 
Grade 12 
AP Business with Personal Finance is a new, year-long College Board course  that blends high-level business concepts 
(entrepreneurship, marketing, finance, management) with essential personal finance skills, aligning with CTE standards 
and national financial literacy guidelines, allowing students to earn college credit and an employer-endorsed credential by 
demonstrating practical financial management and business acumen through projects like business canvases, preparing 
them for college majors and in-demand careers.  

AP CALCULUS   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Pre-Calculus H and teacher recommendation 
This course is for students who intend to take the advanced placement calculus test for college credit. Students should 
have a thorough knowledge of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and elementary functions in order to succeed in this 
college level course. General theory and techniques of calculus are studied, along with their applications. 
 

AP STATISTICS ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra II and teacher recommendation 
This course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based college course in statistics. The course 
introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. There 
are four themes in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and 
statistical inference. Students use technology, investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual 
understanding. The goals of AP Statistics are for students to describe patterns and departures from patterns; plan and 
conduct a study; explore random phenomena using probability and simulation; and estimate population parameters and 
test hypotheses. 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: SCIENCE 

 
 
SCIENCE 8 
Science (Grade 8) courses typically include subject matter from several strands of science, including earth 
sciences, physical sciences, and life or environmental sciences, and may organize material around thematic 
units. Specific content depends upon state standards for Grade 8.  Students are required to complete a science 
fair project that focuses on the practices of sciences or engineering with a self-identified topic.​ ​ ​
​ ​  

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​        ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Grade 9 
Environmental Science is an introductory core full-year course. It is designed to provide students with the tools needed to 
understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and 
human made, to evaluate the risks associated with these problems and to examine alternative solutions. Its major objective 
is to introduce the student to the concepts of ecology and evolution in the life sciences as well as using Earth’s systems 
sciences. 
 
PLTW ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT                                                                            2.5 Credits 
Grade 8 
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Students are challenged to think big and toward the future as they explore sustainable solutions to our energy 
needs and investigate the impact of energy on our lives and the world. They design and model alternative 
energy sources and evaluate options for reducing energy consumption.​ ​ ​ ​  
 

BIOLOGY/ LAB  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Grade 10 (or Grade 9 based on teacher recommendation) 
Biology is a core science course. Its major objective is to introduce the student to the concepts of biology by investigating 
the following disciplines of this science: cell biology, taxonomy, genetics, phylogeny, anatomy, ecology, evolution, basic 
chemistry, etc. The student considering this course should have demonstrated an interest and ability in previous science 
courses. Objectively, the ability to express oneself concisely, the safe and proper use of lab equipment, and a knowledge of 
the metric system are skills which the student should have upon entering this course.  
 
 

CHEMISTRY/ LAB    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits   
Prerequisite: Leveling based on teacher recommendation.  
Chemistry is the study of matter and its properties. This course is intended for students who may be majoring in science or 
a science related field in college, but who are not certain of their choice of major.  
This course is a comprehensive course that encompasses all of the major branches of chemistry and has as its central 
theme the analysis of the descriptive and quantitative behavior of electrons. The student considering this course should 
have demonstrated an interest and ability in previous science courses. Objectively, the ability to express oneself concisely, 
the safe and proper use of lab equipment, and a knowledge of the metric system are skills which the student should have 
upon entering this course.  
 
 

PHYSICS/ LAB ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
The two major areas of study in this course are: (1) Newtonian mechanics (2) Energy (including work and power) . The 
student is expected to perform effectively in the laboratory as well as in the classroom as emphasis is placed on laboratory 
experiences. Much of the course content deals with problem solving and the determination of physics principles from 
laboratory data. Students should have a good insight into basic mathematical relationships.  
 
 

AP BIOLOGY/ LAB  ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: 90 or greater in Chemistry CP or 85 or greater in Chemistry H.  
AP Biology is an intensive, college-level course designed for high school students interested in the biological sciences. 
This course emphasizes the understanding of core concepts in biology, fostering critical thinking and inquiry-based 
learning. Students will explore the structure and function of cells, the principles of genetics, evolution, ecology, and the 
interdependence of life systems.   
Hands-on laboratory experiments will complement classroom learning, allowing students to design and conduct 
experiments, analyze data, and develop scientific reasoning skills. Emphasis will be placed on the scientific method, and 
students will be encouraged to engage in independent research projects. 
This course prepares students for the AP Biology exam, emphasizing both theoretical knowledge and practical 
applications in biological sciences. Students will gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity of life and the scientific 
processes that govern living systems. 
 

AP CHEMISTRY/ LAB  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Chemistry 
This course is structured around the nine big ideas articulated in the Chemistry curriculum framework provided by the 
College Board. A special emphasis will be placed on the seven science practices, which capture important aspects of work 
that scientists engage in, with learning objectives that combine content with inquiry and reasoning skills. Students are 
expected to spend extensive time studying in groups, solving problems, and doing laboratory work.  AP Chemistry aims to 
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provide students with the framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the 
theoretical aspects of chemistry. The science practices for AP Chemistry are designed to get the students to think and act 
like scientists by applying the seven Science Practices. This course is the equivalent of a college level chemistry course. 
Some colleges and universities grant credit for this course upon successful completion of the Advanced Placement Exam 
given in May. 
 

AP PHYSICS/ LAB ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I and Geometry. Concurrent Courses:  Algebra II or an equivalent course 
This is an algebra-based introductory college-level physics course that explores topics such as Newtonian mechanics 
(including rotational motion); energy, oscillations, and fluid mechanics..  Through inquiry-based learning, students will 
develop scientific critical thinking and reasoning skills.  Student directed labs and formal lab reports are an important part 
of this course.  Students are expected to take the AP Physics 1 Exam in May. 
 

CONSERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
In this course students spend an immense amount of time in an outdoor setting. If you want to spend time outside… This 
course is for you! The course content focuses on region-specific environmental conservation outlining the protection, 
preservation, management, and restoration of this natural environment and the ecological communities that inhabit them.  
On-site outdoor experiences included in this course include maintaining the nature trail and school garden. Additional 
off-site outdoor experiences may include an overnight camping trip on Mount Greylock and additional excursions to 
places like RambleWild or Red Shirt Farm.  
 

FOOD SYSTEMS SCIENCE  ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
The food system spans the activities, people and resources involved in getting food from “field to plate”. Along the way, it 
intersects with aspects of public health, equity and the environment.There is a growing concern for food system issues. 
Widespread problems such as chronic illness, infectious disease, social inequality, animal welfare harms, environmental 
degradation, and the concentration of economic power have ties to the food system. Recognizing these connections can 
empower people to become not only informed consumers, but also food citizens who can engage in many facets of the 
food system, from growing their own food to advocating for policies. In this course you will be learning about food 
systems through hands-on projects and “get your hands dirty” school garden maintenance. You will also harvest fruits and 
vegetables from the garden and prepare “farm to table” menus and meals! 
 
 
PLTW ENGINEERING -  available for all students and designed for those who have an interest in pursuing a career in the 
Engineering field                                 ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

PLTW INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN ​ ​              ​       ​ 5 Credits 
The first course on the Engineering Pathway. Open to students grades 9-12. 
Students are introduced to the engineering design process, applying math, science, and engineering standards to identify 
and design solutions to a variety of real problems. They work both individually and in collaborative teams to develop and 
document design solutions using engineering notebooks and 3-D modeling software.  Extensive work with 3D modeling 
software like Fusion 360 is an important part of this course. 
 
 

PLTW PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING ​ ​        ​ ​      ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Engineering. Open to students grades 10-12. 
In Principles of Engineering, students explore a broad range of engineering disciplines, careers, and design and solve 
real-world engineering problems. This course introduces students to engineering concepts that are applicable to a variety 
of engineering disciplines and empowers them to develop technical skills through the use of engineering tools such as 3-D 
modeling software, hands-on prototyping equipment, programming software, and robotics hardware to bring their 
solutions to life. Students apply the engineering design process to solve real-world problems across a breadth of 
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engineering fields such as mechanical, robotics, infrastructure, environmental sustainability, and product design and 
development. 
 

MCLA ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY/ LAB  
Prerequisite: Environmental Science, Biology, and/or teacher approval​ ​              ​ ​ 5 Credits 
This course is about how humans can continue to live and thrive on planet Earth for the indefinite future. We depend on 
the planet for our survival and well-being. Yet, our use of the planet can compromise that thing we actually desire for 
ourselves as a species, and for the planet as a whole. During this course, we will examine several specific environmental 
resources in terms of how and why we use those resources and the implications for our own species and other species. 
This is a survey course in that we will not go in-depth on any specific topic, but we will still attempt to understand the 
basics of each topic and apply the ideas of sustainability to that topic.  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

MCLA ADVANCED OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
MCLA Dual Enrollment – Successful completion of Outdoor Leadership and teacher approval 
Advanced Outdoor Leadership is an experiential course focused on skill development in three core disciplines: 
backcountry travel, paddling, and rock climbing. Students will engage in hands-on technical training, guided instruction, 
and leadership practice in real-world outdoor environments. The course emphasizes key outdoor leadership competencies 
including risk management, group facilitation, expedition planning, and environmental stewardship. 
While essential equipment will be provided through various means, students are expected to arrive prepared—physically, 
mentally, and academically—to fully participate in challenging field-based learning. Instruction is delivered through 
demonstration, practice, peer mentoring, and collaboration with experienced guides and educators. This course builds core 
college and career readiness skills such as critical thinking, lifelong learning, and effective communication, adapted for an 
outdoor setting. 

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE SKILLS   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Outdoor Leadership, Conservation and Stewardship, OR Teacher Approval  
This course develops technical skills in four adventure program areas: backcountry travel, paddling, rock climbing, and 
winter recreation.  While equipment needed for these adventures will be provided, students must be prepared and will be 
expected to participate fully in an outdoor setting through all seasons and weather events. Students observe, imitate, and 
practice technical skills with the support of the HVHS teacher as well as additional experts in each program area. This 
course focuses on experiential learning directing tapping into competencies in lifelong learning, communication, and 
critical thinking in an outdoor setting. Students must participate in four major field trips in order to fulfill 2.5 science 
elective credits. Due to the nature of these programs the class size is limited to 9 students. 
 

OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits  
In this course students spend an immense amount of time in an outdoor setting. If you want to spend time outside… This 
course is for you! However, students must be prepared in proper clothing and outerwear for ALL weather conditions! 
Students can leave additional footwear and outer layers in the classroom as necessary. The course content focuses on the 
skills necessary for effective outdoor recreation leadership, environmental education, and ecology.  Students will learn to 
work together through team building exercises, including participation in low and high ropes courses.  They will also learn 
outdoor recreation skills such as trip planning, first aid, navigation, and "Leave No Trace".  Most class sessions are in an 
outdoor setting on school property.  Other outdoor excursions may include a paddling or rafting experience and a 
backpacking/camping, which promotes application of learned skills in a wilderness setting. 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY LAB SCIENCE ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    5.0 Credits 
This is a general lab-based science course that explores fundamental principles of chemistry, physics, and biology and 
engineering.  Lab experiences and lab reports are the driving activities.  The curriculum is based on the Massachusetts 
Frameworks for science education.  The course can be split into two one semester courses for students who need 
flexibility in their schedules.  Semester 1 focuses on chemistry and biology topics, while the second semester will focus 
on physics and engineering topics. 
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PLTW BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES-  available for all students and designed for those who have an interest in pursuing a 
career in the medical field  

 

PLTW PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES/ LAB ​   ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Must be taking, or have passed, Biology 
PBS introduces Biomedical Science through hands-on projects and problems.  Students explore concepts of biology and 
medicine as they take on the roles of different medical professionals to solve real-world problems. Over the course of the 
year, students are challenged in various scenarios including investigating a crime scene to solve a mystery, diagnosing and 
proposing treatment to patients in a family medical practice, tracking down and containing a medical outbreak at a local 
hospital, stabilizing a patient during an emergency, and collaborating with others to design solutions to local and global 
medical problems. The activities and projects introduce students to human physiology, medicine, and research processes 
while providing an overview of all the courses in the Biomedical Sciences program including laying the scientific 
foundation for subsequent courses.  
 
 

PLTW HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS/ LAB   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: PLTW Principles of Biomedical Sciences​
Human Body Systems will focus on enabling students to develop an understanding of the relationships between the 
structures and functions of the human body and how the systems interact with each other.   The year begins with students 
learning and using anatomical terminology to identify and describe the locations of body parts.  Students will continue to 
use these terms as we explore the components of the human body and how they work.  Body systems that will be studied 
include, integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, endocrine, lymphatic, urinary, 
and reproductive.  Students will explore the microscopic and macroscopic anatomy and physiology of each system, and 
discuss how the system maintains homeostasis.  Lastly, students will learn about health-related careers and technology, 
including the tools used to study anatomy and physiology by playing the roles of biomedical professionals to help solve 
medical mysteries.  Throughout the course, students will participate in lab work to deepen their understanding and make 
connections to the topics discussed in the text and lecture.  
 
 
PLTW MEDICAL DETECTIVES 
Grade 8  
Students play the role of real-life medical detectives as they analyze genetic testing results to diagnose disease 
and study DNA evidence found at a “crime scene.” They solve medical mysteries through hands-on projects 
and labs, investigate how to measure and interpret vital signs, and learn how the systems of the human body 
work together to maintain health.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 

PLTW MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         ​  ​ 5 Credits 
Prerequisite: PLTW Human Body Systems 
Students follow the life of a fictitious family as they investigate how to prevent, diagnose, and treat disease. Students 
explore how to detect and fight infection; screen and evaluate the code in human DNA; evaluate cancer treatment options; 
and prevail when the organs of the body begin to fail. Through real-world cases, students are exposed to a range of 
interventions related to immunology, surgery, genetics, pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics. 
 
 

PLTW CAPSTONE        ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits 
Offered as an alternative to an authentic field-based internship required for Pathway completion 
PLTW Capstone is a capstone course for 12th grade students who are completing any of PLTW’s high school programs. It 
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is an open-ended research course in which students work in teams to design and develop an original solution to a 
well-defined and justified open-ended problem. Teams draw on the knowledge, skills, and interests of each member, as 
they perform research to select, define, and justify a problem. Given this collaboration, team members leave the course 
with a broadened skillset and an appreciation for learning from their peers. After carefully defining the design 
requirements and creating multiple solution approaches, student teams select an approach, create, and test or model their 
solution prototype. As they progress through the problem-solving process, students work closely with experts and 
continually hone their organizational, communication, and interpersonal skills, creative and problem-solving abilities, and 
their understanding of the integration of processes such as the design process, experimental design, and the software 
development process. At the conclusion of the course, teams present and defend their original solution to an outside panel. 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: WORLD LANGUAGE 

 
SPANISH I  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
This is an introductory course to Spanish, which provides a thematic and communicative approach to the language. The 
course will emphasize on speaking, reading, writing and culture. The goal of the program is for a student to develop 
knowledge based upon the  Massachusetts ACTFL standards for communication, culture, connections, comparisons, and 
communities. 
 
SPANISH II  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I 
This is the follow up course to Spanish I. Students will build on the skills learned in Spanish I. The course will emphasize 
on speaking, reading, writing, and culture. The goal of the program is for a student to develop knowledge based upon the 
Massachusetts ACTFL standards for communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities. Students will 
expand their knowledge and understanding of Latin and Hispanic history, geography, music, art and film.  
 
SPANISH III  ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II 
This is the follow up course to Spanish II.  Students will build on their proficiency by using spoken and written Spanish to 
provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions and express opinions.  Students will demonstrate ability to 
interpret spoken and written language by honing their listening and reading skills.  Students will continue to increase their 
knowledge and understanding of Latin and Hispanic history, geography, music, art, current events and film. 
 
 
SPANISH IV   ​ ​ ​ ​                 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 5 Credits  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III 
This is the follow up course to Spanish III. Students will build on the skills learned in Spanish III. The course will 
emphasize on speaking, reading, writing, and culture. The goal of the program is for a student to develop knowledge based 
upon the  Massachusetts ACTFL standards for communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities. 
Students will expand their knowledge and understanding of Latin and Hispanic history, geography, literature, current 
events, music, art and film.  
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY  

PODCASTING ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Grades 9-12 2.5 credits 

In this course, students will explore the art and craft of podcasting as a form of digital storytelling and media 

production. Students will learn how to develop podcast ideas, research topics, write scripts, conduct interviews, 

and record high-quality audio. Emphasis will be placed on storytelling, sound design, voice performance, and 

ethical media practices. 
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Students will gain hands-on experience using microphones, audio recording equipment, and editing software 

to produce original podcast episodes. Throughout the semester, they will collaborate with peers, give and 

receive feedback, and refine their work through multiple drafts. By the end of the course, students will create 

and publish a polished podcast project that reflects their voice, creativity, and technical skills. 

             ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Grades 9-12 

DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS                                                                                      ​ ​ 2.5 Credits                   
Unlock the limitless potential of creativity in the Digital Media Arts course, where students embark on a dynamic journey 
through the realms of graphic design, photography, video production, marketing, 3d modeling, and other digital arts. This 
immersive inquiry-based course is designed to provide students with hands-on introductory experience in various digital 
media disciplines while fostering a collaborative and project-based learning environment that culminates in an end-of 
semester exposition. 
 
GAME DESIGN​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Grades 9-12​​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         ​ ​  2.5 Credits 
Welcome to the world of creativity and innovation in our high school Game Design course! This dynamic program invites 
students to explore the multifaceted realm of game development, from conceptualization to implementation. Participants 
will gain a solid foundation in design principles, storytelling, and programming languages relevant to game creation. 
Through hands-on projects, students will develop their own interactive experiences, honing skills in graphics, sound, and 
user interface design. The course fosters a collaborative environment, encouraging students to work in teams to bring their 
gaming visions to life. By the end of the semester, students will not only have a comprehensive understanding of game 
design but also a portfolio showcasing their unique contributions to the ever-evolving world of interactive entertainment. 
Get ready to level up your skills and embark on an exciting journey in game design. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
In this introductory course, students learn the principles of business—learning what it takes to plan and launch a product 
in today’s fast paced business environment. This course covers introduction to economics, costs and profit, and different 
business types. Students are introduced to techniques for managing money, personally and as a business, and taxes and 
credit; the basics of financing a business; how a business relates to society both locally and globally; how to identify a 
business opportunity; and techniques for planning, executing, and marketing a business to respond to that opportunity 
 

ECONOMICS  
As the world becomes increasingly interdependent, it is essential to understand how the world truly operates. Within 
economic thinking, this course will analyze the fundamental skills of microeconomics such as supply, demand, and 
pricing. Mentions of macroeconomics with topics including the roles of governments along with analyzing different 
policies through real world examples allows us to understand how the seemingly endless wants and needs of consumers 
are satisfied 
 
 

BUSINESS MARKETING  
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of marketing, retailing, and selling/service businesses as well as basic 
economic concepts. Topics covered will include supply and demand, competition, business cycles, market segmentation, 
distribution, human resources, the sales process, promotion, public relations, business ethics and social responsibility, and 
price planning and strategies. The goal of this course is to enable students to understand and apply marketing, 
management, and entrepreneurial principles to make rational economic decisions, and to exhibit social responsibility in a 
global economy. “Hands-on” learning activities that increase student involvement and add a sense of personal meaning for 
students will be utilized throughout the course. Learning to work as part of a team, sometimes as a responsible leader and 
sometimes as a team player, will be emphasized. Part of this process includes learning to communicate effectively. 
Listening, reflecting, providing constructive feedback, and carefully considering the ideas of others are important skills to 
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take to the workplace and students will gain an understanding of this throughout the course. This course will also talk 
about other marketing segmentations: social media marketing and sports marketing. 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

2D DESIGN   Fall Year 1  ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​   ​      ​              2.5 Credits 
This advanced-level course in two-dimensional art places emphasis on developing a greater depth of understanding of art, 
and application of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design to their work through a variety of media. Studio 
experiences include drawing, printmaking, and painting. Each student will demonstrate progress over time by developing 
a body of work and organizing a portfolio. Students will continue to master their ability to respond, to analyze, and to 
interpret their own artwork and the work of others through discussions, critiques, and writings. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

3D DESIGN   Spring  Year 1       ​ ​ ​ ​          ​  ​  ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
This advanced-level course in three-dimensional art places emphasis on developing a greater depth of understanding of 
art, and application of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design to their work through a variety of media. Materials 
explored in the art studio include but are not limited to; clay, plaster, wire, wood, and foil. Each student will demonstrate 
progress over time by developing a body of work and organizing a portfolio. Students will continue to master their ability 
to respond, to analyze, and to interpret their own artwork and the work of others through discussions, critiques, and 
writings. 
 

ADVANCED STUDIO ART    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​ 2.5 Credits                   
Prerequisite: Intro to Art, and 2D Design or 3D Design as well as teacher's permission 
This advanced level course is designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art. 
Advanced Studio Art students are expected to become independent thinkers and to apply their knowledge (gained from 
previous introductory and advanced courses) of Elements and Principles of Art to their work (regardless of media) in 
order to demonstrate mastery of advanced level design skills and concepts. Ongoing critical analysis through group and 
individual critiques provide students with opportunities to learn to analyze their own work and their peers’ work. Students 
will be required to submit portfolios (10-15 pieces) for evaluation at the end of the semester.  
 

BAND   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​            ​​ 5 Credits 
Band is open to all interested students with previous ensemble experience. Students with no previous band experience 
may be allowed to take band with the director’s approval. Music played in the band will represent a wide variety of styles 
ranging from traditional marches to progressively graded transcripts from all periods of music. Emphasis is placed on 
music reading, interpretation and individual development of instrumental technique. Students will also be required to do 
assignments pertaining to music theory as it relates to band such as: sight reading, scales, and playing tests. Participation 
in the marching band for home football games and parades is required and is a regular part of class work primarily in the 
fall. Preparation for public performances is a regular part of class work. This class may be repeated for credit.  
 
 
 

CERAMICS    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
This course serves as an introduction to the exploration of the art of clay. Studio experiences in the classroom will give 
students opportunities to learn techniques such as; pinch work, coiling, slab, sculpting, and wheel throwing. Students will 
also experiment with different brush glaze applications. Focus is placed on design and craftsmanship. Students will 
demonstrate their ability to respond, analyze and interpret their own artwork and the work of others through discussions, 
critiques, and writings. 
 

 
19 



ADVANCED CERAMICS    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Ceramics                                                     
This ceramic course gives students an opportunity to use prior knowledge and experience to gain a deeper and broader 
understanding of clay. Through both hand building and potter’s wheel applications, students will begin to develop their 
artistic voice through their projects. Focus will be placed on the elements and principles of art in both construction and 
appreciation of artwork. 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ART   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits                    
The course introduces students to the Elements of Art while developing drawing skills and painting techniques. 
During the semester, students will observe, analyze, interpret, and evaluate a variety of artists and their work. 
Students will take inspiration from these artists to create their own original art pieces. Studio experiences in the 
classroom will give students opportunities to experience a variety of media (pencil, pen, ink, charcoal, pastel, 
watercolor, and acrylic paint) while developing the student's individual style and creative problem solving 
skills. Students will demonstrate their ability to respond, analyze and interpret their own artwork and the work 
of others through discussions, critiques, and writings. 
 

PAINTING I   Fall Year 2  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
This course provides students with a foundational knowledge of painting, its application, and materials. During the 
semester, emphasis will be placed on greyscale, color theory, and color mixing in order to gain a deeper and broader 
understanding of paint. Students will be introduced to multiple paint mediums to make art including but not limited to; 
acrylic, watercolor, and ink. 
 

ADVANCED PAINTING  Spring Year 2 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Painting                                                      
This advanced course allows students to further build upon their knowledge of painting. The semester will involve more 
advanced projects that emphasize creative problem-solving, critical thinking, and developing a personal style. Through 
exploration of different genres such as; landscape, portrait/figure, still life, and abstract concepts students will create a 
diverse portfolio.  
 

TIMBER FRAMING ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
An  elective in which students will learn about the centuries old art of timber frame construction.  Students will be 
introduced to the math, science, and history behind the craft through classroom activities and lectures. They will then 
spend time in the shop designing and building a small timber frame shed using hand tools. The building will be erected on 
the campus of HVHS and sold locally. 
 

ADVANCED TIMBER FRAMING  

HVHS's Advanced Timber Framing course is designed for students with a keen interest in traditional post and beam 
techniques and construction methods. This hands-on class focuses on the art and craftsmanship of timber framing, an 
ancient method of building using large wooden beams, mortise-and-tenon joinery, and natural materials. Students will 
learn advanced timber framing skills, including the design and construction of structural frames, utilizing precision 
cutting, planning, and assembly techniques.  Throughout the course, students will explore the history and evolution of 
timber framing, study architectural styles, and gain a deep understanding of load-bearing principles. In addition to 
mastering technical skills, students will develop problem-solving abilities by working on real-world projects, creating 
detailed scale models, and refining their care and use of tools like chisels, mallets, and saws. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Introduction to Timber Framing and instructor's approval.  

ZERO PERIOD JAZZ ENSEMBLE      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​            2.5 Credits 
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Jazz Ensemble is open to all students with director approval. The class meets on a daily basis during Zero Period from 
7:00-7:40 A.M. Music played in Jazz Ensemble will represent a wide variety of styles ranging from the earliest big band 
styles up to the most current jazz trends, including rock, Latin and Fusion styles. Preparation for public performance is a 
regular part of class work. Students will also be required to do assignments pertaining to Jazz theory such as sight-reading 
and improvisation.  This class may be repeated for credit.  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Grades 9-12 

YEARBOOK/JOURNALISM ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 CREDITS 

In this class, students create both the school yearbook and newspaper, The Eye of the Hurricane. You’ll learn 

photography, writing, design, interviewing, and editing while using professional publishing tools. Students 

work together to tell the stories of our school year — from big events to everyday moments — through photos 

and articles. You’ll also explore the basics of journalism, including reporting, ethics, accuracy, and responsible 

storytelling. Creativity, teamwork, and meeting deadlines are key as you help produce publications that 

represent our school community and inform a real audience. This course builds real-world media skills and 

offers opportunities to create portfolio-ready work for students interested in journalism, communications, 

photography, or digital media. 

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS I ​​ ​ ​ ​       ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
This course guides students in creating an original music track inspired by their personal experiences while using digital 
tools like GarageBand to develop skills in songwriting, music composition, and production. The 16-week curriculum 
covers topics such as artist identity, song structure, and recording techniques. Assessments include weekly reflections on 
their creative process, drafts of their work, and a final original music track. Students will also have opportunities to 
collaborate on projects and engage in peer feedback sessions. Through this hands-on approach, they will gain a 
comprehensive understanding of both the artistic and technical aspects of music creation. 
 

MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS II ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   2.5 Credits  
This course introduces students to music law and intellectual property protection, explaining copyright basics.  
It covers how to register music with performing rights organizations like ASCAP and BMI to protect original work and 
collect royalties. Students learn practical promotion strategies, including using digital distribution platforms, social media 
marketing, and school events to share their music. Optional projects offer hands-on experience creating music videos, 
collaborating with other departments, and performing live. This combination of legal knowledge and promotional skills 
prepares students to professionally manage and share their music creations. 
 

MOVIES AND MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
In this class we focus on cinematic storytelling. Students have opportunities to examine films from throughout history and 
determine how technological advances change narrative techniques. We will focus on how music choices in film impact 
meaning. Students will apply our understanding of film to create original movies. These movies have been showcased at 
school wide events and beyond.  
 

DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Movies and Music Through the Ages 
Documentary Filmmaking is a class for students who want to explore cinematic storytelling pursuits. In this class, we will 
be focusing on telling non-fiction stories through the use of documentary techniques. Students will watch a series of 
documentaries and analyze filmmaker techniques. Then they will have the opportunity to create their own documentaries.  
 

DRAMA AND THEATRE ARTS ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       ​ 2.5 Credits 
This semester-long course is an introduction to the theatre arts. Students will become acquainted with skills such as 
improvisation and ensemble building, playwriting, and scene work. Students will complete projects based on student 
interest gained through an appreciation of the theatre arts. 
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THEATRE TECH  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
Students taking this course will learn the fundamental skills of technical theatre. This will include shop and stage safety, as 
well as the basics of set and costume construction, lighting techniques and sound production 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 
The health and wellness classes are intended to encourage and strengthen the physical, social, and mental development of 
students. Students are challenged through a variety of physical education classes that they attend every day for a ½ year.  
Students in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 are required to take one semester of health and wellness each year (a second semester 
may be selected as an elective as enrollments allow). 
The goal is to facilitate the development of a physically educated person who: 

●​ Has learned skills necessary to perform a variety of sports activities 
●​ Is physically fit 
●​ Participates regularly in physical activity 
●​ Knows the implications of and the benefits from involvement in physical activities 
●​ Values physical activity and its contributions to a healthy lifestyle 
●​ Learns the value of cooperative/team building activities 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: WORK STUDY AND INTERNSHIPS 

                                

WORK-STUDY / INTERNSHIP PROGRAM          ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 

The Work Study and Internship Program is a structured, school-supported experience that allows eligible students 
to integrate academic coursework with supervised, career-connected learning in the community. Through approved 
work-study placements, internships, or capstone-research project connected with an outside professional, students 
gain hands-on exposure to professional environments while developing transferable skills aligned with the school’s 
Portrait of a Graduate competencies. 

With parent/guardian approval, students may apply to participate while remaining enrolled in a full academic 
schedule. Program expectations include the completion of a minimum of 100 hours per placement, journal 
reflections managed through the student’s MEFA account, and an end-of-semester project that reflects on the 
student’s experience and connects individual growth to the Portrait of a Graduate competencies. 

Students enrolled in Work Study or an Internship are added to a Google Classroom managed by the College and 
Career Readiness Team, where assignments, projects, and assessments are submitted. This structure supports 
accountability and responsibility comparable to an online course. 

Participation requires prior approval and completion of a placement contract with the College and Career Readiness 
Coordinator before enrollment. Approved permissions to leave and return to campus may be incorporated for work 
study or internship-related activities. Placements are monitored and evaluated in collaboration with the site 
supervisor. 

 
TEACHER’S ASSISTANT ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2.5 Credits 

The Teacher’s Assistant (TA) Program provides students with a structured, school-based experience that supports career 
exploration in education and related fields while building professional and academic skills. Students serve as assistants in 
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an assigned classroom during a designated period, working under the supervision of a classroom teacher and supporting 
instructional and classroom activities. 

Program expectations include consistent attendance during the assigned period,  journal reflections, and an 
end-of-semester project that reflects on the student’s experience and connects individual growth to Portrait of a Graduate 
competencies. 

Students participating as Teacher’s Assistants are added to a Google Classroom managed by the College and Career 
Readiness Team, where coursework, projects, and assessments are completed. This structure reinforces responsibility and 
independent work habits similar to an online course. 

Responsibilities may include setting up labs or materials, preparing assignments, working with small groups, providing 
one-to-one student support, leading groups, or completing other tasks as assigned by the supervising teacher. 

Participation requires prior approval from both the supervising teacher and the Community & Pathways Coordinator, as 
well as completion of a placement agreement before enrollment. Student progress is monitored and evaluated in 
collaboration with the supervising teacher. 
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	PODCASTING ​​​​​​​​​Grades 9-12 2.5 credits 

