Safety Harbor Middle Mission Statement:

Safety Harbor Middle
y Safety Harbor Middle IB World will provide a quality

Language Policy educational setting that prepare learners for college
and/or career opportunities.

SAFETY HARBOR MIDDLE SCHOOL

SEAHAWKS

Philosophy on Language: It is the philosophy of Safety Harbor Middle, and the International Baccalaureate
Organization (IBO), that language is the fundamental way we learn about our humanity and how we create
relationships in our global society. Given this premise, we understand that all members of our community are
language learners, and we are all language teachers. We commit to creating a caring language community in
which all students feel accepted and supported. When we practice using language to describe understanding
and multiple perspectives, it builds more confidence to be a risk-taker and an agent of our own learning.

Purpose of this Document: This document serves to communicate to all our stakeholders the way in which
language development, (oral and written), is instructed, supported, and assessed by our community.

Language and Literature- Language A: Our language of instruction at Safety Harbor Middle is English. Our
Language and Literature courses, as well as our intensive reading courses, explicitly develop and assess
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and media literacy. Other subject groups support language development
in our writing across the curriculum expectations. Students are prompted to complete written reflections about
their knowledge, understanding of transferrable concepts and their connection to global contexts, in addition to
their approach to learning. Extra supports are provided for all students as needed. The extra support is
articulated throughout year 1 to year 3 and is available to our English Language Learners per their language
needs. For students whose home language is not English, Safety Harbor Middle supports the development of
their English proficiency by ensuring that all emerging multilinguals have a Limited English Proficiency Plan
which provides students with appropriate and comprehensible instruction in all subject groups. Plans are given
to the students’ teachers and outline the accommodations, which provides equal access to the academic
curriculum. All students are enrolled in a Language and Literature course in grades 6, 7, and 8 and are
assessed using the IB MYP Language and Literature criteria along with Pinellas County Schools’ grading
policy. Language and Literature courses are developed using the Florida B.E.S.T. Standards and IB MYP
Language and Literature objectives.

Support for our English Language Learners:

Our English Language Learners, or emerging multilinguals, come from five different continents. When enrolled
at Safety Harbor Middle, their language development is assessed, and students are scheduled in one of two
courses to accelerate their English language proficiency skills.

The purpose of the English Language Development Courses (DLA-A and DLA-B) is to enable secondary
emerging multilingual students, who are native speakers of languages other than English, to accelerate the
development of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills and to strengthen those skills so they can
successfully read and write at grade level independently. Instruction emphasizes reading comprehension,
writing fluency, and academic vocabulary study using a variety of literary and informational texts encompassing
a broad range of text structures, genres, and levels of complexity. The English Development Courses are
staffed with two multilingual assistants who provide targeted, individualized support to our emerging
multilingual students. In addition, all teachers are required to complete a 60-hour endorsement titled: English
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) by their third year in Pinellas County Schools.



Additional Resources for our English Language Learners and Families:

e Multilingual assistants and front office staff to
support students and families

¢ Visual dictionaries for Mathematics, Language and
Literature, Individuals and Societies and Sciences

¢ Dictionaries for each represented language

¢ English 3D and Writable online software

families

¢ Dedicated phone line for Spanish speaking

¢ Lionbridge translations and interpretation services

Support for Multilingualism, Language B: Safety Harbor Middle offers Chinese and Spanish courses to
build language acquisition in our student body.

e 6" grade, Year 1: Beginning (M/J) Spanish or Chinese
e 7" grade, Year 2: Spanish 1 or Chinese 1; high school credit
e 8" grade, Year 3: Spanish 2 or Chinese 2; high school credit

Students enrolled in our Intensive Reading courses are given extra consideration when scheduling them into
Language Acquisition courses. In special circumstances, Intensive Reading may replace Language Acquisition
in the student’s schedule.

Positions that Support Language Instruction

Position How staff supports language instruction

ESOL Teacher The English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) teachers provides specific
instruction to students who are learning English.

Language A Provide inquiry-based instruction utilizing the key and related concepts in Language

Teachers and Literature.

Language B Teach students how to read, write, speak, and listen in either Spanish or Chinese

Teachers using comprehensible input strategies.

Bilingual Assistants

Work with students to ensure they understand expectations and instructions in
classes using their mother tongue or other resources.

Intensive Reading
Teachers

Provide interventions to students who may need remediation with language
development skills.

Assistant Principal
of Curriculum

Oversees the appropriate scheduling of students based on language needs.

Media Specialist

Provides books and resources in various languages and supports language classes.

Data Management
Technician

Facilitates families entering our school with the Home Language Survey to ensure
students receive any necessary language supports.

Speech Language
Pathologist

Focuses to prevent, assess, diagnose, and treat language, social communication,
cognitive-communication disorders.

Support Facilitators

Provide specially designed instruction for students in reading and Language and
Literature classes.

Assessment of Language Learning: Students are assessed on the IB MYP objectives of writing, speaking,
reading, and listening and graded on the IB criterion. Teachers use rubrics for summative assessments and
collaborative student-centered activities for formative assessments.




