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The Title I Parent and Family Engagement section of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA),
Section 1116(b) requires each Title I school to develop a written parent and family engagement
policy that describes the means for carrying out the requirements of Section 1116. The school
must ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings and other

activities are sent to the parents of Title I children in a format and in a language the parents can

understand.

The policy must be:

developed jointly with and agreed upon by parents and family members of Title I
children;

written in an understandable format and provided in a language parents can understand;

distributed to all parents and family members of Title I children;

made available to the local community; and

updated annually to meet the changing needs of parents, family members, and the
school.

The policy describes how parents and family members will be involved in the planning,
review, and improvement of the school's Parent and Family Engagement Policy (ESSA,
Section 1116(b)(1)).

At Hamilton Heights, parents and families will be invited to review the current Parent &

Family Engagement Policy at the beginning of the school year. Families can offer input
and feedback about this policy. Families will be notified through ClassDojo and

classroom communication platforms how to access the policy and encouraged to share

input and feedback. Additionally, building staff will review the plan and offer suggestions
at a faculty meeting held in the fall.

The policy states that the school will convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time;
• which all parents and family members of participating children shall be invited and

encouraged to attend;
to inform parents of their schools' participation as a Title I school; and

to explain the requirements and the rights for parents to be involved (ESSA,
Section 1116(c)(1)).
At Hamilton Heights, parents and families will be invited to learn about Title I through an

annual virtual presentation. Families will learn about the school's participation in the

Title I program, the requirements of Title I, resources and events offered to Title I

students, and how to be involved in the program.



The policy states that the school will offer a flexible number of meetings in the morning
and/or the evening (ESSA, Section 1116(c)(2)).

At Hamilton Heights, parents and families will be invited to review the Parent and Family
Engagement Policy, School - Parent & Family Compact, etc., learn about Title I
upcoming events and resources, and how to be involved in the Title I program.
Conferences, and school events, etc., will be held on different days and at different times

to accommodate family needs. Title I funds may be used to pay reasonable and
necessary expenses associated with parent and family engagement activities to enable

families to participate in school-related meetings and school events.

The policy states that the school will involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and
timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of the Title I program, including the

planning, review, and improvement of the school's parent and family engagement
program (ESSA, Section 1116(c)(3)).

At Hamilton Heights, parents and families will be involved in the planning, review, and
improvement of the school's Title I program, through attendance and participation at
Title I related events. Hamilton Heights allows families to meet with staff to offer

suggestions or call or email the staff with suggestions.

The policy describes how the school will provide parents of participating children with

timely information about the Title I program (ESSA, Section 1116(c)(4)(A)).
At Hamilton Heights, the school will provide parents and families with timely information

about the Title I program, federal funding requirements, and services through its open
houses, virtual presentation to review Title I information, conferences, etc. in a format

that families can understand. Information will be distributed to all families in a timely
manner on digital platforms like ClassDojo. Documents that are accessed on the district

website and ClassDojo can be translated into any language.

The policy describes how the school will provide parents of participating children with a
description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic

assessments used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the

challenging state academic standards (ESSA, Section 1116(c)4)(B)).
At Hamilton Heights, the Title I staff will provide parents and families with descriptions

and explanations of the school's curriculum, assessments, proficiency levels, academic
content standards, and how to work with teachers to improve the achievement of their

children and continue to monitor their progress. Information will be provided through
open houses, online curriculum, progress reports, report cards, conferences, and the PA
state website (www.pde.state.pa.us). The district will provide online resources to

educate all Title I parents and families of 3rd through 5th-grade students on PSSA

eligible content and test-taking strategies and tips.

The policy states that the school will provide, if requested by parents, opportunities for

regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in

decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such
suggestions as soon as practicably possible (ESSA, Section 1116(c)(4)(C)).

Hamilton Heights allows parents and families opportunities for regular meetings to

participate in decisions relating to their children. Parents and families can contact the

staff via email or by calling the school. The staff will respond in a timely manner, and the

teacher, specialists, and/or principal will do their best to accommodate meeting times
that will be best for the parents and families of the students.



The policy states how the school will involve parents and family members in the joint
development of the Schoolwide Program Plan under Section 1114 per ESSA (ESSA,
Section 1116(5)). Applies only to Title I schools operating a Schoolwide Program.

At Hamilton Heights, parents and families will participate in the joint development of the

School-Wide Program Plan in accordance with federal law by attending and participating
in school planning meetings and by submitting suggestions. School-wide planning

meetings will involve analyzing student and building data, prioritizing needs and goals
and creating action plans to achieve the goals. A document outlining the school's goals

and action plans to achieve those goals will be shared with staff and families.

The policy states that a school-parent compact will be jointly developed with parents and
family members. The compact outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students

will share in the responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the

means by which the school and the parents will build and develop partnerships to help
children achieve the state's high standards. The compact shall:

• describe the school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and

instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the

children served under this part to meet the challenging state academic standards,
and the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their

children's learning; volunteering in their child's classroom; and participating, as
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children and positive
use of extracurricular time (ESSA, Section (d)(1));

· address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an
ongoing basis through, at a minimum:

parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which

the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual child's

achievement;

frequent reports to parents on their children's progress;

reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their
child's class, and observation of classroom activities; and ensuring regular

two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff,

and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can understand

(ESSA, Section 1116(d)(2)(A-D)).

At Hamilton Heights, parents and family members will review the compact and will have

the opportunity to offer suggestions in the way of school, student, or parent

responsibilities. The school-parent and family compact, developed jointly with parents
and families in the fall, will outline how parents and families, the school staff, and

students will strengthen the home-school connection and relationships and share in the

responsibility for improved student achievement (refer to School - Parent & Family

Compact). The compact will also be shared with the children via their classroom teacher
and/or families when it is available online.

The policy states how the school will provide assistance to parents and family members
in understanding the challenging state academic standards, state and local academic

assessments, and how to monitor a child's progress and work with teachers to improve

the achievement of their children (ESSA, Section 1116(6)(e)(1)).
Staff at Hamilton Heights will provide online material and training to help parents and

families improve their children's achievement. This assistance includes timely

communication via Sapphire, and ClassDojo, conferences, and school and district level




















