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About Mother McAuley

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School is a college preparatory, Mercy Catholic high school located
on the southside of Chicago. Mother McAuley’s mission is to provide a challenging liberal arts education
for young women. Operating as the oldest Catholic high school in Chicago, Mother McAuley initially
opened its doors in 1846, as St. Francis Xavier Academy for females. In the tradition of the Sisters of
Mercy and their foundress, Catherine McAuley, we prepare students to live in a complex, dynamic
society by teaching them to think critically, communicate effectively, respond compassionately to the
needs of their community and assume roles of Christian leadership. In partnership with parents, we
empower young women to acknowledge their giftedness and to make decisions with a well-developed
moral conscience. We foster an appreciation of the diversity of the global community and a quest for
knowledge and excellence as life long goals.

Our Community

Mother McAuley is one of the largest all-girls high schools in the United States, with approximately 800
students enrolled in grades 9-12 (Seniors=183). McAuley draws students from a diverse background
from over 200 different grade schools throughout the Chicagoland area and the suburbs as well as
Indiana. Our students represent a rich cultural and geographic diversity representing 74 different zip
codes. Approximately 30% of our students represent ethnic minority groups. Mother McAuley provides
substantial tuition assistance for those families who demonstrate need, but also students can apply for
a host of scholarships annually. More than 94% of our students participate in one or more clubs,
organizations, or teams. Admission to Mother McAuley is based on several factors including, but not
limited to, the High School Placement Test (HSPT) score, junior high school grades and previous
standardized testing scores.

Athletics

Mother McAuley is a member of the Illinois High School Athletic Association (IHSA)and the Girls Catholic
Athletic Conference (GCAC). Our 16 competitive sports teams demand exceptional self-discipline,
dedication, loyalty, integrity and teamwork. We have proudly earned 21 state championships - with

50+ state appearances - and numerous conference and regional titles. Our athletes excel in the classroom,
as well; in 2025-2026 all Varsity teams achieved IHSA’s academic excellence award.
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Academics

Mother McAuley is accredited by
the Illinois State Board of Education
and by Cognia. We are members

of Mercy Education, the College
Board, National Catholic Education
Association and the National and
Illinois Association of College
Admission Counseling.

Graduation Requirements
A minimum of 28 credit hours are
required for graduation.

Theology 4 credits
English 4 credits
Science

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 4 credits

Mathematics 3 credits
Social Science 3 credits
World Language 2 credits

Physical Education 1 credit

Fine Arts 2 credits
(% Art History, ¥ Music or Theatre,
1 Fine Arts Elective)

Personal Finance Y credit

Electives 4, credits

Curriculum Guide
For additional information regarding
the courses Mother McAuley offers,

the curriculum guide is available here.

Grading

Mother McAuley updated its grading scale and

Catherine McAuley Honors Scholars (CMHS)

The Catherine McAuley Honors Scholars program recognizes superior academic achievement. Requirements
include: enrollment in at least four honors classes each semester, the completion of five AP classes, a 4.1
grade point average each semester, participation in at least one extra-curricular activity each year and
management of an electronic portfolio. Approximately 10% of total Mother McAuley students, grades 10-12,
arein CMHS.

Visual & Performing Arts

All students at Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School are required to take one semester of performing art
and one semester of art history. Additionally, they are required to take one credit of either a performing or
visual art class. We offer 22 visual art classes, including two at the AP level. These classes run the gamut from
2D and graphic design classes to 3D and photography classes. We offer 26 performing art classes, including
classes in public speaking, band, orchestra, choir, and theatre. Our Visual Art & Design students from the
Class of 2026 earned more than $1.7 million in scholarships for their works. Around 640 students take a
visual or performing arts class annually.

Advanced Placement, Honors Courses and Dual Credit

Mother McAuley offers 19 Advanced Placement courses and 29 Honors courses. Student enrollmentin
AP or Honor courses is based on academic performance, GPA and teacher recommendation. Mother
McAuley and Saint Xavier University have collaborated to offer students the opportunity to earn college
credit through AP Literature and AP Biology. Additionally our students can take an Introductory to Nursing
course (after school) for credit only at St. Xavier University. Mother McAuley also partnered with Lewis
University to offer dual credit for American Criminal Justice and AP Spanish.

AP Courses

2D Artand Design  Computer Science Principles Human Geography Statistics

Art History Drawing Physics C-Mechanics U.S. Government and Politics
Biology English Language & Composition ~ Physics| U.S. History

Calculus AB English Literature & Composition ~ Psychology World History

Chemistry French Language Spanish Language

AP Recognition

2024 | 2025 | 2026
AP Scholar 46 46 36
AP Scholar with Honor 21 25 24

AP Scholar with Distinction | 32 36 39

Grading System: Scale and Weights Academic Honors
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