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Introduction

In that there is neither preparation nor testing involved for the students, the Middle School
Scholars’ Programme is the very embodiment of free learning. For the academically
ambitious and intellectually curious, it should become an essential part of school life.

The programme, outlined in the pages that follow, complements and extends what Middle
School students do in their other academic lessons. But what is glorious about the
programme is that subject boundaries are less rigid, responses need not be tailored to the
demands of examination boards, and the thinking is altogether more free.

The aims are clear:

e toconfront students with learning free of examination technique;

e todevelop independence of thought;

e toencourage intellectual curiosity and ambition;

e tofoster alove of research and argument (in the philosophical sense).

We also want our students to understand that there is pleasure in the exercise of the
intellect. As each student completes their time in the Middle School, we want them to be
part of the most scholarly cohort to start their A-level courses at the College.

The Year 9 programme this year is devised and run by Dr Mackenzie, the Assistant Head of
Scholarship. The aim is to provide pupils in their first year of the Middle School with a basic
grounding in intellectual history and to introduce them to some of the fundamental
philosophical and methodological problems that underlie academic inquiry. At the same
time, in the free sessions there is still time to respond to current affairs and other areas of
urgent concern.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Dr Neil Croally
Head of Scholarship and Liberal Studies
croallynt@dulwich.org.uk
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Practicalities

1. Each year group meets separately on a weekly basis, normally during morning break.
There are between 25 and 30 sessions per calendar year in each of Years 9 and 10, and
roughly 20 sessions in Year 11.

3. There are a number of essay prizes and other competitions (more details on the next
page).

4. Inaddition to the sessions, the following are possible:

o 1or2external speakers each year;
e student led-sessions (e.g. summary debates at the end of each topic);
¢ the development of small research teams.

The programme details

These are not meant to be prescriptive. Any one or number of the sub-headings could be the
focus each week.



Essay prizes
The Popper Prize

This will be the fifth year of this inter-school essay competition for Year 10 students. The details
of this year’s competition have yet to be finalized. This is what we know so far:

1. Thetheme (likely to be related to Animal Rights) will be advertised as soon as possible,
along with the essay questions and bibliography.

2. The word-limit for submissions is 1500 words (not including footnotes and
bibliography). The deadline is yet to be agreed.

3. Each school judges its best three essays.

4. The chosen essays are passed on to the judge (who will be a prominent academic).
The judge awards prizes to the best three essays at an award-giving ceremony, where
there will also be a talk on the theme. The date of the ceremony is yet to be agreed.

It is worth noting that, in each of the first three years, in which the themes were Inequality,
Consciousness, and The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence Dulwich College students won prizes.
Last year the theme was Death and Immortality: a Dulwich student was awarded the 2" prize.

The Erasmus Prize

This inter-school essay competition is for students in Years 11 — 13. Dulwich students have
won various prizes over the years. The theme this year is Free Speech in the Internet Age,
judged by Jeffrey Howard, Professor of Political Philosophy & Public Policy at UCL and the
founding Director of the Digital Speech Lab. Further details about Professor Howard’s work
can be found at https://jeffreywhoward.com/. The essay questions will be published on
October 19™, with a deadline for submission on October 23", Bibliography has already been
circulated.

The Orwell Youth Prize

The Orwell Youth Prize normally has a deadline in June, and encourages writing on broadly
political themes. For more information, see https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-

orwell-youth-prize/.
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Overview of the content of the programme over the three years of the Middle School

A. PHILOSOPHY AND PSYCHOLOGY

History of ideas — philosophy, science, history, maths

Thinking tools — logic, argumentation, evidence

Epistemology — knowledge, reason and truth

Persons — mind/body, free will, consciousness, reason, behaviour
Psychology/Psychiatry/Psychoanalysis

Ethics
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B. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Cosmology: relativity, guantum mechanics and GUT

Evolution: developments and debates

Mathematics: game theory and other applications

Science, technology and society: computers and the internet; genetics; energy and
environment; Al

Neuroscience

Ecology and biodiversity

The history and philosophy of science

The methods and ethics of science
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POLITICS AND ECONOMICS

o

International organizations

Globalization and world trade

The state, constitutions, legal systems and rights
Political philosophies and ideologies

Diversity

War

Money

City and countryside: maps and power; local politics
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SOCIETY AND CULTURE

o

Culture: definitions and debates

Movements in art, literature and music; creativity and innovation
Theories of art

The role of the intellectual

The place of education

The sociology of religion

Media
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Year 9

Michaelmas

The sequence of the programme

1. Introduction to Philosophy and Intellectual History

2. Thediscovery of mind

¢ Mythological and ‘rational’ explanations of the world

3. ThePresocratics

e Naturalistic explanations of the world

4. Socrates
¢ Theintroduction of ethics
e Theexamined life

5. Plato
e The nature of knowledge
e The theory of forms

6. Plato (part2)
e Whatis justice?
e Cosmology

7. FREE SESSION

8. Aristotle
e Life
e Method

e Categories and logic
9. Aristotle (part 2)
e Ethics
10. Epicureans
e Thegods and death
e Pleasure
11. Scepticism
¢ Ancientand modern varieties
12. Stoicisms
e Logic
e Ethics
13. FREE SESSION

Al
Al, A2

Al, Bl

Al
A6
A2, A6
Al
A3
A2, A3

A6, C4
A3,B1

Al

A2
A2, A3

A6

Al

A3, A6,B1
A4, A6

Al

A3

Al

A2

A6



Lent

From the Middle Ages to the Renaissance
e Aguinas, Ockham, Scotus and theism
¢ The Renaissance and the beginnings of modern thinking

Descartes
e The method of doubt
e Rationalism
The Empiricists
e Locke
e Hume
Kant and the enlightenment
o Metaphysics and epistemology
e Ethics
Philosophy in the 19" century
e Utilitarianism
e Evolution
o Thedeath of god
FREE SESSION
Ways of thinking
¢ Induction
e Deduction
e Abduction
Science
e Scientific method
e Causation and determinism
History and the social sciences
e Historical approaches

e Economics, sociology and anthropology

10. Literature

e The nature of fiction
e Approaches to literature

Al

A2

A2

Al

A2, A3
A2, A3, A4
Al

A3, A4
A3, A4
Al

A2, A3
A4, A6
Al

A6

B2

A2, A3

A2

B8
B7,B8
A2, A3

D1, D2



Summer
1. Some problems in thinking
e Eurocentrism
e Conceptual relativism
e The perspective of the universe
2. Personal identity
¢ What makes us a person?
o European and Asian perspectives
3. Death and the afterlife
e Pagan attitudes
e Buddhist views
4. Languages
e The development of languages
e Indo-European and others
5. Language
¢ Innate competence?
e Language and evolution

A2

A4

A3, A4

D1

D1
A4
B2



Year 10

Michaelmas
1. Consciousness (1) A4
e Qutline of the problem
e Dualism and materialism
2. Consciousness (2) A4
e Some neuroscience B5
e Varieties of materialism, including illusionism
e Panpsychism
3. Knowledge A3
e The tripartite definition
e Getthier problems
4. Reason and Rationality A3
e The prisoner’'sdilemma
e The tragedy of the commons
¢ Internal and external reasons
5. Truth A3
e Correspondence and coherence
e Pragmatism
e Relativism
6. FREE SESSION
7. War and society C6
e The state and war
e Waras politics. ...
8. War and technology C6
¢ War as engine of technological change
o Thetechnology of war and ethics
9. The representation of war(1) C6
e Warin literature
10. The representation of war (2) C6
e Warinfilm
11. FREE SESSION
12. Sovereignty and international organizations C1,C2
e The UN, the World Bank and the IMF
e TheWTO, the WHO, Charities
13. Globalization and trade Cc2
e Trade as politics
e Trade as ethics



Lent

1. Population ethics
¢ What do we owe the future?
o Parfit’'s repugnant conclusion
2. Humans and animals
¢ Changing views of animal cognition and society
e Rewilding and animals
e Farmingand diets
3. Science
o Method and ethics
e Biasand neutrality
4. The Philosophy of Science
e The nature of scientific theories
e Popper, Lakatos and Kuhn
5. The brain
o Neurology —a brief history
e Thegendered brain
6. FREE SESSION
7. Evolution 1
o Natural selection
e Adaptationism
e Genetics
8. Evolution 2
e Evolution and ethics
e Evolutionary Psychology
9. Science, technology and society 1
e Energy
e Theclimate emergency
10. Science, technology and society 2
e Thechallenge of Al

A4

A4, B6

B8

B7

B5

B2

B2

B4

B4



Summer
1

N
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. Money
e Theinvention of money
e Barter and debt
e Money as representation
. Banking and insurance
¢ Bankingand capitalism
o Crashes, manias and panics
. Economics and ecology
e Growth, GDP and natural resources
e The psychology of economic growth
o Ecology and economics (green new deals)
. Culture 1
e Artistic revolutions
e Theideaof the ‘canon’
e Artists of the past
. Culture 2
o Creativity and innovation
e The mediaand social media
. FREE SESSION

C7

C7

C7
B8, C7

D1, D2

D1,D2



Year 11

Michaelmas

1. Mind/Body

N

Descartes
The brain in avat

. Free will

Compatibilists and determinists
Evolution
The approach of psychology

3. Consciousness

Perception

The hard problem
Neuroscience and materialism
Panpsychism

4. Artificial intelligence and embodied cognition
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Al and robotics
The ethics of Al

. Personal identity

Parfit: physical and psychological criteria
Singer and ethical problems

. FREE SESSION
. Mathematics and the world

Mathematics and logic

Set theory: Russell and Frege
Game theory

Relativity

The history

Special Relativity

General Relativity

Quantum

The history

Copenhagen, Bohr and Heisenberg
Practical applications

The Theory of Everything
String theory

Multiverses

11. FREE SESSION

A4

A4

A4

B5

B4

A4

B3

Bl

Bl

Bl



Lent

1. The state and the rule of law
o Justifications for the state
¢ Rightsand civil liberties
e The state and the individual
2. Conservatism
e Order and stability
e Tradition and institutions
e The management of change
3. Liberalism and Libertarianism
e The concept of liberty
e Milland Berlin
¢ Rawls and Nozick
¢ Some Rawlsian proposals
4. Marxism and Feminism
e Marxas analyst
e Exploitation and alienation
e Feminism -a history
e Class, gender, race
5. The philosophy of language and the linguistic turn
e The linguistic theory of Saussure
e Saussure, structuralism and post-structuralism
e Austin and speech-act theory
e Austin and Derrida
6. Psychoanalysis
e Freud and the birth of psychoanalysis
e Theinvention of the unconscious
e The tripartite structure of the self
e Psychoanalysis as science
7. FREE SESSION

C3

C4

C4

C4

A2,D2

A5



