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People who have never played golf cannot comprehend how
much the sport can mess with your mind.

You can hit the ball very well one day and still score poorly. The
next day, you might hit the ball poorly but score better than the
day before. Or you may hit the ball terribly one day and
beautifully the next – and still post the same score. It’s
absolutely mind-boggling.

Now, apply those scenarios to high schoolers whose frontal
lobes have still not fully formed, and you can imagine the chaos
bouncing around within their skulls. Most of them just want to
bomb the ball anyway – which isn’t always the smart way to
play.

However you slice it (no golf pun intended – okay, maybe it
was!), a high school golf coach has his or her hands full trying to
manage the mental side of the game. One of the terms that
indicates success is a player’s ability to ‘grind’ through a round.
Compare it to an ace pitcher in baseball who rarely gives up a
run and posts a boatload of strikeouts. Occasionally, though, he
may not have his best stuff – so he goes five innings instead of
seven and may yield two or three runs, but he keeps his team in
the ballgame. That’s ‘grinding it out.’

In a round of golf, you may get off to a horrible start – but if you
can take a deep breath somewhere along the way, reset, get a
fortunate bounce or two, or make a long putt, maybe you can
reel things back in and end up with a credible day.

That’s what Crockett County’s top two boys managed to do
Monday at The Farms in Dyersburg, where the annual West
Tennessee Invitational Tournament was held. 

Senior Jack Shaver and junior George Randall both began
their rounds poorly, but reined things in on the back nine to
salvage scores in the 70s and help the Cavaliers secure a
middle of the pack finish in the event.

Shaver, who generally is around even par no matter the
circumstances, had three double bogeys on the front nine,
but then played the back side in two-under-par to finish
with a 76. Randall was seven over par through the first six
holes, but then battled back to play the last 12 in one-
under-par to card a 78. Those rounds were good enough to
lift Crockett to a sixth-place finish in the nine-team field.

“They both hung in there and grinded,” said Coach Pate
Randall, who is also George’s father. “Playing under par after
the start they had was pretty gritty of them both. That’s all
I’ve ever asked from them is to never quit and just grind out
rounds. It’s a tough game.”

Crockett’s team score of 336 was filled out by a pair of 91s
from Max Woods and Clay Kail. The Cavs were just nine
shots out of fourth place in the event, which was won by
host Dyer County with a 292 total. The Choctaws had the
individual medalist in Jarrett Harrison (68) and another who
tied for second in Beau Thurmon (69), matching Jackson
Christian School’s Casen Justice. Shaver finished in a tie for
eighth place.

There were also nine teams entered in the girls division,
which was won by South Gibson County (147) on the
strength of medalist Marleigh Chicantek (71), who edged
USJ’s Oakley Blankenship by two shots. Crockett’s Rachel
Crossnoe posted an 87 to tie for fifth individually and
teamed with Emmalynn Medlin’s 108 to place fifth in the
team standings.

Crockett’s teams are scheduled to host Peabody and Dyer
County Tuesday at 3:30 at the Alamo Golf & Country Club,
heat index permitting.
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Above: Jack Shaver went two-under-par on the back nine to salvage a 76 and
tie for eighth place. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: George Randall
was one-under over his
final 12 holes to post a
78 and help Crockett
finish sixth as a team.
(Photo by Ron Barry)
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Dyersburg
Final Boys Team Scores: (1) Dyer County [292] – Jarrett
Harrison 68, Beau Thurmon 69, Jamison Rhodes 77, Miller
Williams 78, Jaden Hanna 88. (2) Jackson Christian School [296]
– Casen Justice 69, Carson Andreoni 71, Brody Davis 75, Jack
Mansfield 81, Pierce Younger 82. (3) Dyersburg [316] – John
David Morris 74, Brett Horner 76, Jayce Ellerbrook 82, Ryan
Wesson 84, Thaxton Coppage 91. (4) USJ [327] – Malcolm Scott
76, Cooper Cunha 81, Graham Goolsby 81, William Miller 84,
Harrison Stoots 90. (5) Union City [330] – Gavin McGuire 77,
Stephen Herrell 78, Jake Lattus 87, Coop Frankum 88, Grayson
McGuire 89. (6) Crockett County [336] – Jack Shaver 76,
George Randall 78, Max Woods 91, Clay Kail 91, Myles Perkins 99.
(7) Gibson County [354] – Colin Pack 79, Brox Renfroe 91, Lucas
Pickard 91, Kade McDaniel 93, Chandler Abbott 95. (8) South
Gibson County [365] – Will Hendren 88, Jackson Strickland 90,
Isaac Scherer 93, Jack Hughes 94, Jack Tritt 103. (9) Jackson
South Side [368] – Wyatt Guthrey 75, Caiden Lewis 85, Ty
Benson 96, Drake Parchman 112, Weston Mobley 121. 

Final Boys Top 10 Individuals: (1) Jarrett Harrison, Dyer Co 68;
(T-2) Beau Thurmon, Dyer Co and Cason Justice, JCS 69; (4)
Carson Andreoni, JCS 71; (5) John David Morris, Dyersburg 74;
(T-6) Brody Davis, JCS and Wyatt Guthrey, SS 75; (T-8) Jack
Shaver, Crockett Co; Brett Horner, Dyersburg; and Malcolm
Scott, USJ 76.

Final Girls Team Scores: (1) South Gibson County [147] –
Marleigh Chicantek 71, Sophie Ingle 76, Anna Claire Hardin 89.
(2) USJ [159] – Oakley Blankenship 73, Graylynn Richardson 86,
Wesley Kate Wilkes 97. (3) Jackson Christian School [186] –
Oakley Garner 92, Kinsley Chapman 94, Eliza Chapman 104. (4)
Dyersburg [194] – Stella Madden 90, Cally Cook 104. (5)
Crockett County [195] – Rachel Crossnoe 87, Emmalynn Medlin
108, Alyssa Stricklin 114. (6) Dyer County [199] – Molly Roberts
98, Halle Flagg 101. (7) Ripley [211] – Taylor Burks 87, Mady Carter
124. (8) Union City [214] – Alli McMillan 100, Annie Beth Cruce
114, McKinnley Reed 118. (9) Covington [215] – Whitten Matthews
102, Hartley Howard 113.

Final Girls Top 10 Individuals: (1) Marleigh Chicantek, SGC 71; (2)
Oakley Blankenship, USJ 73; (3) Sophie Ingle, SGC 76; (4)
Graylynn Richardson, USJ 86; (T-5) Rachel Crossnoe, Crockett
Co and Taylor Burks, Ripley 87; (7) Anna Claire Hardin, SGC 89; (
Stella Madden, Dyersburg 90; (9) Oakley Garner, JCS 92; (10)
Kinsley Chapman, JCS 94.

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL: Coach Andrew Laman’s Lady
Cavaliers continued their recent dancing on the razor’s
edge, getting past host Gibson County Monday night 19-25,
25-23, 25-23, and 25-11. Crockett has now won five sets in
its last two matches by 25-23 counts, having swept Milan
last Thursday night in a trio of 25-23 scores.

The win gives Crockett a 10-4 season record as the squad
travels to Dyersburg Tuesday for its next outing.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CROSS-COUNTRY: Crockett’s boys
placed fifth overall last Thursday at the South Gibson
County Invitational two-mile race, with Reed Eison (16th,
12:04.74) and Holden Eison (20th, 12:17.40) both placing in
the Top 20 out of a total of 76 runners. Harrison Duvall
(25th, 12:31.54), Benjamin Aguirre (43rd, 13:31.38), and Easton
Kinney (65th, 15:33.37) were the Cavs’ other point-getters.
Augustine Middle School won the event, edging Huntingdon
by just seven points.

Earlier in the week, Crockett placed sixth out of nine teams
at a Union City meet, at a distance of 1.5 miles. The Cavs’
top finishers in that one were Duvall (20th, 9:34.67), Reed
Eison (22nd, 9:36.35), Holden Eison (23rd, 9:40.28), Aguirre
(55th, 10:56.04), and Kinney (70th, 12:15.15). Dresden won
the team title in Union City, beating out Augustine.

Left: Rachel Crossnoe tied for
fifth place individually in the
girls division by carding an 87
at The Farms. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Alivia Hale will lead
the Crockett cross-country
team into its annual home
invitational race Tuesday on
the CCHS campus. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Above: Maybe when Crockett volleyball quits
playing so many 25-23 sets, junior Lakyn
Forsythe can quit making faces like this one
during matches. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left:  Consistent medalist
Avery Thornton will be
another Lady Cav threat as
Crockett hosts its annual
meet Tuesday. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Emilee Chandler is providing the Lady
Cavs with a left-handed option at the net
this season. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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