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Message from Nrs. Cherence, Principal

What a wonderful start to the school year, Cliffwood families!

We have officially completed our first two days of school, and what
a great start it has been! Our students have been busy learning,
growing, and getting into the routines of their classrooms. It has
been wonderful to see them engaged in fun get-to-know-you
activities, building connections with their classmates, and getting
to know their teachers.

—ANCHORED FOR—

Thank you to our families for helping ensure students arrive at GREATNESS
school on time and are ready to begin their day. Your partnership

makes such a difference. What a great way to start, let's keep the momentum going!

We hope everyone enjoyed the Labor Day weekend and had a chance to relax and recharge. We
look forward to welcoming everyone back this Tuesday and continuing our amazing start to the
school year!

Save the Date: Back to School Night

Thursday, September 17th

Doors open at 5:45 PM

More details will be shared soon!

This Friday, September 11th, marks the 25th anniversary of 9/11. We invite our students and staff
to wear red, white, and blue as we come together to honor the heroes, first responders, and all
those whose lives were forever changed that day.

We remember. We honor. We will never forget. @&

Thank you, Cliffwood families, for helping make these first two days so special. We are off to an
incredible start, and we can't wait to see what this year brings!


https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w4cwvV7IEU6Nj5iCUqyWbqf_dNO2QEhFaM_geFZu_Qc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hEQnjBVfcpwdocIP3m5LZ1tb1HYA8JUaXNSgVLbSKz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.smore.com/n/2fnwy
https://app.smore.com/n/9w7eu

Cliffwood Proud: Anchored for Greatness!

Cliffwood Staff 2026-2027

Welcome Back Cliffwood Staff Video
Welcoming Teachers to MARSD

Mentoring Our Students Together (\M.0.S.T. Program)

Mentoring Our Students Together (M.0.S.T)
The Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District is proud to announce the return of The M.O.S.T.
Program.

Students in Grades 2-12 within the MARSD will have the opportunity to work with certified staff
members and dedicated community members as we work to Mentor Our Students Together.

The M.O.S.T. Program will be held on select Tuesday & Wednesday afternoons from 3:00pm to
6:00pm in the Matawan Aberdeen Middle School Cafeteria. Click Here to Register.

Standardized Assessments

Please click here: Parent Notification of Standardized Assessments. If you scroll to page 2, you

will find a chart outlining all of the assessments administered throughout the school year for
grades K-12

Wessage from Phys Ed/Health teachers, Mr. MicGowan & Nr. Knuth


https://youtu.be/i7eK1QtwIig?si=fhtHHBPmx7qmugHK
https://youtu.be/ieV7dIDON7Y?is=1PdI5rh3Xpcwx9kp
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EOqD6eBioUGeRaY4BtJEdJgak6jIUxFk6o4TxGkZIVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EOqD6eBioUGeRaY4BtJEdJgak6jIUxFk6o4TxGkZIVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/TQMEFze6WTYpLFWE9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gliL2lnukgllN5PhQKBBcn2D0yAwOM51Z46B6_4QGJk/edit?usp=sharing
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Dismissal Pick Up Locations

Please read the important Arrival/Dismissal and Parking_Letter to ensure the safety of all students
and families.
¢ Kiss & Go Line

e Use designated doors for drop-off/pick-up. Teachers and staff will escort Prek-3rd Grade
students to dismissal locations.

¢ Bus Riders — Please review your child’'s bus number with them. Bus passes are available in
Genesis (printing is encouraged).



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GZIYga3osoMyzjyZ7dGbZHS2rn-sTdwu3-REmaLxUpo/edit?usp=sharing

Cliffwood Elementary School
Dismissal Locations for Pick Up

Dismissal Locations for Pick Up

Homeroom Teacher (Grade) Exterior Door
Numbers

Oczkowski (PreK), Gilbert (PreK), Thorpe (PreK) 12

Anderson (K), Maiello (K), Walker (K), 16

Whelan, Royland

Petruccio(1), Saviano (1), Somohano (1), Colaneri (2), 13

Fischer

Santos (2), Fiedler (2), Pappas (3), Schultz (3), 14

Gritzek (3)

4th & 5th Graders-With signed form they can Main Door

dismiss their younger siblings.

——

"S5 Main Entrance [ -
Door #1 - $ -
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Bus Information & Bus Safety Reminders

When Genesis opens on August 25th, families will be able to access their child’s bus pass and
schedule. Please continue checking bus information until the night before school starts, as routes,
stops, and times may be adjusted while Transportation finalizes schedules and accommodates
late registrations.

If your child or children are eligible for busing, but will not need transportation this year, please
opt out by completing the link below.

Transportation Waiver

Thank you.



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0_IybKi71zDYAH70c5Wlu_oFczba5HUpZ7db3H4Z949hD3w/viewform__;!!DWPvnk4!XNkq1ayLRLsiiB-0FM4acWOLDSlXy6i9sGpfUiruvT9cd387RKOnoapbkuFdma5Km41bUL-QJdRts4gLYCQ$

=) BUS INFORMATION

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

tamta Bus passes/schedules will be available when Genesis opens.
E Please continue checking your child’s bus pass up until the

night before school starts for possible changes.

o
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The bus will stop approximately
10 feet from the students.
Students should wait until the bus is
fully stopped and then walk single
file to the bus doors.

If crossing the street, look both ways
and make sure the bus is fully stopped
with its red flashing lights activated
before crossing.

Always cross in front of the bus,
never behind it.

If something is dropped while getting
on or off the bus, do not bend down
to pick it up while the bus is there.
Alert the driver, as the driver may not
be able to see you.

Please be respectful of other
people's property while waiting
at the bus stop.

No eating or drinking
on the bus,

Cell phones should remain
put away while on the bus.

BE SAFE.
BE RESPECTFUL.
BE RESPONSIBLE. SR

QP THANK YOU FOR HELPING US KEEP OUR STUDENTS SAFE!

Cliffwwood School Hours




2026-2027 SCHOOL HOURS

Building Doors Open End of 2 hour delay | Early Dismissal
Student day
MRHS 7:05 am 2:04 pm 9:05 am 11:15 am
MAMS 8:10 am 2:33 pm 10:10 am 12:10 pm
LR 8:55 am 3:20 pm 10:55 am 1:05 pm
RD 8:55 am 3:20 pm 10:55 am 1:05 pm
ST 9:15 am 3:40 pm 11:15 am 1:25 pm
CL 9:15 am 3:40 pm 11:15 am 1:25 pm
Building | PreK Student | End of PreK | 2 hour delay | Early Dismissal
PreK ONLY | arrival/PreK | Student day
Student day
begins
RD 8:55am 2:55pm 10:55 am
ST 9:15am 3:15pm 11:15 am
CL 9:15am 3:15pm 11:15 am
CP 9:15am 3:15pm 11:15 am
Lightbridge 9:15am 3:15pm 11:15 am

Immunization Reminders

Preschool Students: Up-to-date immunization records for ages 3 &

4 + influenza vaccine.

Kindergarten & New Students : Up-to-date vaccinations + updated

physical.

Questions? Contact Nurse Caldwell at & 732-705-5632 or

scaldwell@marsd.org.

NARSD 2026-2027 District Calendar

»®



mailto:scaldwell@marsd.org
https://www.marsd.org/calendar

2026-2027 School Calendar
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2026-2027 School Calendar Important Dates

PARENT CONFERENCES

** ALL SCHOOLS HAVE A 1/2 DAY ON THEIR DESIGNATED CONFERENCE DAY

MRHS MAMS LR ST RD CL CP
12/10/26 11/19/26 12/M1/26 12/1/26 12/1/26 12/1/26 12/8/26
evening evening evening evening evening evening evening
12111/26 11/20/26 12/2/26 12/2/26 12/2/26 12/2/26 12/9/26
afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon
318127 212527 3Moi27 3M0/27 3M0/27 3M0/27 727
evening evening evening evening evening evening evening
319527 2128/27 IN1/27 327 127 31727 3M8/27
afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon afternoon

**ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE A 1/2 DAY ON MIDTERMS AND FINAL EXAMS

FINALS DATES
Tuesday-6/15/27

MID-TERM DATES
Tuesday- 1/26/27

Wednesday-1/27/27 Wednesday- 6/16/27
Thursday- 1/28/27 Thursday-6/17/27
Friday- 1/29/27 Monday-6/21/27

Tuesday- 6/22/27
Wednesday-6/23/27




Pre-Referendum Survey

Shaping Our Future Together

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District e——e

We wanf fo hear from you!

MARSD is evaluating school facility needs
and considering a future bond referendum.
Your feedback will help guide planning
and identify community priorities.

Scan to take the
Community Survey!

. + Survey closes September 25

YMCA Employment Opportunities




YMCA CHILD the
ACHIEVEMENT .
FIND YOUR CALLING.

We are proud to celebrate
our Top Workplaces honor
by N Advance Media for a
5th consecutive year for our
culture that valuesits people,
amplifies talents, and
strengthens our community.

TOP
| WORK
| PLACES

| 2022-2026

POSITIONS THAT
MAKE ADIFFERENCE

» Aide School-Age Child Care
» Site Supervisor School-Age Child Care

» Assistant Site Supervisor School-Age
Child Care

» Preschool Teacher Assistant

» Student Support Aide School-Age
Child Care

APPLY ONLINE AT
ymcanj.org/employment

YMCA CHILD ACHIEVEMENT
YMCA OF THE JERSEY SHORE
470 East Freehold Road
Freehold, NJ0O7728

Here forall.
Financial assistance is offerad
based on availability of funds.

YMCANJ.org
080000

732.462.0464
HR@ymcanj.org

WE WANT YOU
ON OUR TEAM!

Imagine going to work knowing that what you do each day positively
affects the lives of the people in your community.

WHAT WE STAND FOR AS ACOMMUNITY
ORGANIZATION

The Y is the leading nonprofit committed ta st
community by connecting all people to their patential,
purpase and sach ather

By bringing together people from different backgrounds,
perspectives and generations, we ensure that we all have
accesstothe opportunities, relationships and resources
necessary to learn, grow and thrive

OUR STAFF AND CULTURE

Atthe Y, our purposeis to strengthen community. No matter
who you are or where you're from, we believe that we're
stronger when we come together,

WE ARE

Welcoming: We're open to all and ereate spaces where

you can be, belang and become

Genuine: We value who you are and encourageyou

ta be true to yourself and others

Nurturing: We're with you on your path to reach your

full potential.

Hopeful: We believe in your ability to inspire a

brighter tomorrow.

Determined: We work relentlesshy to strengthen

communities, starting with you

JOB DETAILS

# Site Supervisors will Manage Their Assigned
School Site, Staff, and Students,

» Assistants and Aides will Supportand Assist % Flexible Schedule

» Monday-Friday Shifts Available;
No Mights/Weekends

» Immediate Hiring

with The Supervision of Students Assigned
to The Site or Classroom.
» Inclusion Aldes will WorkEither One-On-One
or in Group Setting to Offer Extra Support.
» High-Quality Supervision

For more information,

e-mail us at: HR@ymcanj.org

® Positions Available Throughout
Monmowth County Schoals,

INVESTING INYOU
The YMCA believes that a world-class organization
driven to strengthen community requires highly
trained employees. Through our on-site and virtual
trainings and mentorship opportunitias, you will
develop as a leader while finding purpose and bullding
professional skills that will last a lifetime.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

» Membership Included » Training Opportunities
with Employment » Flexible Schedules

» Competitive Salaries & Benefits s N paid Sick Leave

» Hiring & Rec » 403(8) Plan

» Staff Program Discounts

ting Incentives

THE Y IS FOR ALL
YMCA of the Jersey Shore welcomes people of all ages, interests, backgrounds
and walks of life, We value connections that foster understanding, respect
and social responsibility. We are committed to programs and services that
support the people and needs of our community.

Our vision is a healthy, unified community where FOR AUNITED US
all people reach their fullest potential.

Qur core values are caring, honesty, respect,
and responsibility—they guide everythingwe do

The Y is an equal opportunity employer,

Connect to our impact.®
ymcanj.org/news




Stay Cliffwood Connected

o Cliffwood School Website
¢ Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary
e Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

Free & Reduced Breakfast and Lunch Form

The 202-2027 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done
through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.
They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, |dyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

Breakfast & Lunch Menus

September 2026 Cliffwood ES|

Breakfast

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
\ \, = Sausage, Egg & Cheese onan - Fluffy Buttermilk Pancakes with
No School No School English Muffin Berry Infused Maple Drizzle
8 | 9 | 10 1]
", = Eggand Cheese ona Bagel - Savory Egg and Cheese + Cheesy Omelet with Fluffy « Golden Crisp Waffles with
No School Stuffed Hash Brown Patty French Toast Slice Apple Cinnamon Maple Drizzle
14 15| 16| 18]
« Mini French Toast « Mini Cinnamon Waffles « Sausage, Egg, and Cheese on « Confetti Pancakes « Eggand Cheese on a
a Bun Croissant
= Mini Maple Waffles - Savory Egg and Cheese - Bacon, Egg and Cheese ona - Mini French Toast = Apple Frudel
Stuffed Hash Brown Patty Bun
= Mini Maple Pancakes = Mini Cinnis - Sausage, Egg & Cheese on a
Croissant

Breakfast Served with Choice of: Fresh Fruit , 100% Fruit Juice , 1% White Milk , Fat Free Chocolate Milk , Fat Free White Milk
*Menu is Subject to Change

Food Servic

A QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? FOLLOW US: Healthy meals grow
M ' ’5/ Please call us at (973) 598-0005 to speak @MASCHIOFOOD I
. to one of Maschio's Registered Dietitian ‘w k'ir
23, Inc — . Nutritionists. L @ f he I Eg ?

Swap Outs-Elementary Breakfast: Assorted Cereal Bar with Graham Crackers , Assorted Cereal with Graham Crackers , Assorted Pop Tarts with Graham Crackers ,
Bagel with Cream Cheese


https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary
https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com
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September 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDMESDAY THURSDAY

Cliffwood ES
Lunch

FRIDAY

Nao School No School

Bk

= Grillad Chease Sandwich

= Fresh Crisp Carrots and
Calery Slicks

= Stuffed Crust Pizza
= Frashly Prepared Cagsar
Salad

@ |

Mo School # e

= Pasta Alfreda with Chicken
. & Brocooli
= Seasoned Garic Breadstick
Back
BBG

» Flufly Buttermilk Pancake b <
+ Juicy Braakfast Sausages
o Crispy Taber Tols

Ll

% Happy Labor Day

= Juicy Hamburger an a Bun
ar Juicy Cheaseburger an a
Bun
B840 Baked Beans

!

= Cool Tropics-Blue Raspherry
W% Juice Slush

o Pizzn Dy
= NY Style Bella's Pizza

« Frashly Prepared Maschio's
House Salad

« Breaded Chicken Tenders

15
S

| 18]

= Mixed Vegetables =]

- Froshiy Baked Dinner Roll - piocls Comcomed Beel Tace - Pastawith Meatballs and - Emaji Watlle . French Bread Plzza
Rice Bow Marinara = luicy Breakdast Sausage = Frashly Prepared Spring Mix

« Cilamre-Lime Black Beans  « Halan Green Beans = Emwiji Fries Sala

and Corn « Herbed Breadstick

El 22 25

. . [ Li T | = Crispy Popcorn Chicken -
Na Schoeol Mashad Patata Bawl o Pizzn p‘w‘

« Creamy MacandCheese ‘Wiamm Cinnamon Apples

= Mini Soft Pretzel Huggets
= Aoasbed Vegelable Mediey

&
= Fluffy French Toast Sticks
= Juicy Breakfast Sausage

- Crspy Tater Tats

« Twisted Cheesy Breadsticks
with Marinara Sawce

« Frashly Prepared Cucumber
and Tomate Salad

« Crispy Chicken Sandwich
= Maple Cinnamen Seasoned
Sweeet Patato Waffle Fries

®
Confetti Pancakes
Juicy Breaklast Sausage
Mind Hash Brawns

= Ciabatta Grilled Chease
Sandwich

« Sliced Cucumbsr Coins

Lunch Served with Chalce of: Frash Fruit , Azsorted Chilled Fruit | 100% Frult Jukce | Varlety of Vegetables fram cur Harsest Market | 7% White Milk |

Fat Free Chocodate Mk |, Fat Frae White Milk

“Menm is Subject to Change

@I@uﬁw'&

GUESTIONE OR COMMENTET

wred Dietilian

Ham and Chease Sandwich

FOLLOW LIS

v @ f

SCHIOFOOD

LS00 5 an equal oppomunily prosiders, employer, and bender. Layout & Design © Nutriskoe, Inc. Printed on 9102026 at

Information about Excused/Unexcused Absences

103 pm

Healthy meals

f«.aqbﬁg» kigfe!

Swiap ODuts-Elementary: Muffin Bag Meal , Bagel Bag with Cheese , Maschio’s Chickan Nugaeds with Freshly Baked Dinner Roll , W& Cheese Fizza 4w, Nardones




Attendance
vatiers

Every student. Every day.

The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"
absence; these reasons are listed below.
1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved
religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).
2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.
3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.
4. Take Our Children to Work Day.
5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.
6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the
receiving school.
Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and
well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when
students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and
every school day counts!

Cliffwood PTO
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TOGETHER, WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE! QIR

NBF [AST MEETING - BOARD VOTED ON S8k
< OUR 2026-2027 PTO BOARD =

‘a &% b &

Co-Presidents | Treasurer | Secrefary | Thank You!

Kelsey Olsen & Christina Christine Thank you to our
Kristina Acosta Oczkowski Finan board members for
volunteering your

time and talents! )

S X UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS & EVENTS z %

V= = % © =3 5
CROC |COLOR | MUMS | ,.:P70°
CHARMS | - RUN = | FUNDRAISER!
FUNDRAISER! |~ o | N e ;
LW 1R ¢ || 2 \ ‘ i e T
5 o3 © 200pM
X ‘ Q@ pLavsround

{/\:{ \335\ ) Jofll?e’lzlefszlo $10 TV MAKE A DIFFERENCE @ ):3’

v/ BE PART OF OUR COMMUNITY!

ALL ORDERS
ARE DUE BY
SEPTEMBER 12™
PICK UP WILL BE AT
CLIFFWOOD ELEMENTARY
0 SEPTEMBER 24™
4:00 - 6:00 PM

# = @ THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING W
— CLIFFWOOD ELEMENTARY!
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CLIFFWOOD

ELEMENTARY
Join Our PTO!

Welcome to all our
new families

Help us raise funds
for the school and organize
fun events!
Scan here
to join
today!

email: CliffwoodPTO422@gmail.com
with any questions

We are

fleising with

We're Fundraising with

Mabel's Labels!

Personalized waterproof name labels for all your stuff

vist

and search for our organization

E Purchase your labels
il om s : a
? 2o g : l( .
- @] Label all your school gear!
~ e

0

Box Tops

Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to earn rewards for Cliffwood
School!




CLIFFWOOD AVENUE

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CLIFFWOOD, NJ

Dates to Keep in Mind

9/7- School Closed- Labor Day

9/11- Wear Red, White and Blue for 9/11
9/12- PTO Mum Sale Order Due

9/17- Back to School Night

9/21- School Closed- Yom Kippur

9/26- Basketball & Touch a Truck Fundraiser for the Sheard/Crank Family (more details to follow)
9/29- Rita's Italian Ice PTO Dine Out 5:00-8:00 PM

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITIES

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

Oy



https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

