
Piney Ridge
Elementary School

Teacher's Note

Field Trip to the
Science Museum –
April 20th
Parent-Teacher
Conferences – April
25th (Sign-up forms
sent home)

Brie Bower, Principal

Morgan Pratt, Assistant Principal 
& 504/ADA Bld. Coordinator

September 
2026

6315 Freedom
Ave Sykesville,
MD 21784 

Voice
(410)751-3535

Fax
 (410)751-3539 

School Hours:
9:15 – 3:45

preattendance@
carrollk12.org

Need to contact an
administrator? 

A teacher? 
Check the

 Staff Directory!

Hello Piney Families!

The 2026-2027 school year is off to a great
start, and it has been wonderful getting to
know our students! There is so much
excitement in our classrooms as children
settle into new routines, make friends, and
begin exploring new learning opportunities.
Over the next few weeks, we'll be gathering
information to help ensure instruction is
aligned with each student's needs. As part of
this process, PreK students will take the Early
Literacy Assessment, Kindergarten students
will begin the Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment, and students in grades 1- 5 will
participate in STAR reading assessments.
Thank you for sharing your amazing children
with us. We are grateful for your partnership
and are looking forward to a fantastic year of
learning, growth, and memorable experiences
together!

Sincerely,
Brie Bower and Morgan Pratt

https://pre.carrollk12.org/about/staff-directory


Pick up here

New this year
Students who walk to and from school will follow different procedures.

Walking to school (AM):
Students can be dropped off at the normal location- Door 6, “The North Entrance”.

Walking home from school (PM):
Students who walk home from school will be dismissed with the third wave (our last
wave of students). 
Parents/guardians will pick up their students at door 12- “The Tunnel”. 
This door will close at 4:10.

REMINDERS
Bring your ID.
Students will only be dismissed to those who have permission to pick up (not
emergency contacts).
Once students are picked up by their adult, they are in their care/supervision.
Parents and guardians should not park to pick up a “walker”. You will be asked to join
the car line.

Please remember that our staff needs to get in the
parking lot in the morning. Parents/guardians
should not arrive before 8:40. 

Drop Off Procedures:

When dropping off students, parents/ guardians
should not exit the car. Only parents/guardians of
students in PreK should assist students in and out
of the car each day. 

Bus Riders
Students will have a colored tag on their
backpack with their bus number. Please do not
remove this tag.
PreK  students will have a red luggage tag on their
backpack in addition to the colored bus tag.
Please make sure this tag stays on your child’s
backpack.
PreK and K students need to have a
parent/guardian present at the bus stop in the
PM.

Important
Transportation

Reminders 

Walker Procedures
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The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary
to Maryland State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information,

marital status, mental or physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly

committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for all persons by providing an
environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from any

form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and
extracurricular activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the

non-discrimination policies:  Director of Human Resources 125 North Court Street Westminster, MD 21157
(410) 751-3070.

CCPS Important Dates Linked HERE

Notice of Non-Discrimination

Important Information for PRE Families
Same day dismissal changes must be emailed to
preattendance@carrollk12.org no later than 2:00
PM.

Free and Reduced Meal Information linked below

 Meal Benefits

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1768482240/carrollk12org/carrollk12org/e1ufxlawhdywoiev8hp3/2026-2027SchoolCalendar.pdf
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/financial-services/food-services
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Volunteers

Need more
information?

Important PRE
Dates

September 7- Labor Day (Schools Closed)

September 18- Early Dismissal for students
 (1 PM dismissal)

September 23- Fall Picture Day

October 15- Early Dismissal for students 
(1 PM dismissal)

October 16- No school for students (Professional
Development for teachers)

Check our
WEBSITE

regularly for
news,

resources
and

important
topics.

All visitors to the school must
come to the main entrance

and ring the doorbell.
Upon entering, proceed to the
office to sign in. Visitors must

show a photo ID.
Parents/Guardians may visit

during lunch, after September
16. 

Any school volunteers must
complete CCPS Volunteer

Training at least 7 days prior to
volunteering in the school. 

Upcoming PTA Meetings:
9/10
10/7

PTA Events:
10/2- Family Dance
10/13- Fun Run
10/14- Fun Run Rain Date

https://pre.carrollk12.org/
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/human-resources/volunteer-program
https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/human-resources/volunteer-program
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What is math fact fluency?

Math fact fluency means being able to solve basic addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division facts accurately, efficiently,
and flexibly. Fluency is more than simply memorizing facts. It includes
understanding how numbers work, using strategies to solve facts,
and eventually recalling familiar facts quickly and confidently. Fact
fluency will be a focus this year in your child's mathematics
classroom!

How can families help at home?
Math fact practice can be quick, meaningful, and even fun! Try some
of these ideas:

🎲 Play games: Use dice, playing cards, or simple board games to
practice facts.

🧠 Ask “How did you figure it out?” Encourage your child to explain
their strategy rather than focusing only on the answer.

🔢 Look for patterns: Talk about relationships between facts, such as
knowing 5 × 6 can help with 6 × 6.

🚗 Practice during everyday moments: Work on facts while driving,
waiting for an appointment, or during mealtime.

⏱️ Keep it short and positive: A few minutes of practice each day is
more beneficial than long, stressful practice sessions.

💡 Use what your child knows: Encourage strategies such as making a
ten, using doubles, breaking numbers apart, or using a related fact.

Most importantly, focus on understanding and confidence—not
speed alone. When children understand the relationships between
numbers and have opportunities to use efficient strategies, fact
fluency develops naturally over time.
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Family Guides - Division of Instructional Programs

Ways t
o help yo

ur ch
ild with

reading at h
ome

https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/pages/dcipl/family-guides.aspx
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