
Dates to Remember

September 7 - Labor Day - Schools Closed

September 8 - Student House Sorting/ Reveal & Assembly

September 8 - Second Board Vote regarding Elementary Transition

Plan at Board Meeting @ Taft 7:00 p.m.

September 10 - Curriculum Night/Open House 5:30 - 6:35 p.m.

Grades 1-5 Only

September 15 - Harrison General PTA Meeting - 6:15 p.m.

September 17 - Cuyahoga Fatherhood Initiative Father's Walk

September 21 - 25 - Hike and Bike Week

Looking Ahead:

October 9 - NEOEA Day - No School

October 13 - Picture Day

October 28-30: Fall Conferences

Principal Message

Whether you are a returning family or joining our school community

for the first time, we are excited to welcome you to a new school

year filled with discovery, growth, and joy. At Harrison Elementary,

we are committed to providing an inclusive and engaging learning

environment. We view the families of our students as our partners

in their educational journey. Please know that we value your input and want this to be a

collaborative experience between school and home. We hope that you have had a great start to the

school year and please feel free to reach out with any questions you may have throughout your

time at Harrison.



Elementary Transition Plan Update

Second Board Meeting Vote!

Meeting Information: Tuesday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m. Meeting will be held at Taft Center for

Innovation. See below for more details.

Join us for Curriculum Night

Please be reminded that Harrison's Curriculum Night/Open House

for Grades 1-5 is Thursday, September 10th. This event provides

our families an opportunity to formally meet the classroom teacher,

learn about their child's daily schedule, and expectations

associated with the child's new grade level. It is not necessary to

bring your child with you as this event is more of an informational opportunity for parents and

guardians and space is limited in the classroom setting. Please follow the times assigned

according to the first letter of your child's last name.

Student Last Names A-K

Classroom Teacher Presentation:

5:30 - 6:00 p.m. - Classroom Teacher

Optional Experience in Cafeteria:

6:05 - 6:35 p.m. - Support Team/Specials Instructors/PTA

Student Last Names L-Z

Optional Experience in Cafeteria:

5:30 - 6:00 p.m. - Support Team/Specials Instructors/PTA

Classroom Teacher Presentation:

6:05 - 6:35 p.m. - Classroom Teacher

*Families with more than one child should attend both classroom sessions provided to ensure that

you have the opportunity to meet both classroom teachers. We can also send you an electronic

version of information shared in the optional session upon your request. If you are unable to

attend this event, you will have an opportunity to meet individually with your child's teacher during

parent/teacher conferences.

District Hike and Bike

Hike and Bike Week, is a citywide program that encourages

families to choose healthy, active, and sustainable ways to get to

school. Walking and biking to school not only helps reduce traffic

around our building but also supports student health, focus, and

independence. Our first Hike & Bike event this school year is

September 21–25th.



Walking and biking help students start the day alert and ready to learn and fosters independence.

Please help us ensure everyone's safety by watching for students walking and biking, keeping

sidewalks and crosswalks clear, and if driving, following the school traffic procedures. A few

things to remember:

Use extra caution when turning at intersections and driveways near schools. Students walking

and biking may be less visible than vehicles.

Students biking on sidewalks must yield to pedestrians and give an audible signal before

passing

Help keep students safe by slowing down

Fathers' Walk 2024

Fathers or significant others in Cuyahoga County will walk a

student to school Thursday, September 17th. We welcome the

participation in this event. This could be a father, uncle,

grandfather, neighbor, family friend, or any significant family

member in the child's life. More specific information will be sent

home in the coming days.

Second Board Vote during September 8 Meeting at Taft

As part of the Board of Education’s legal settlement regarding the District’s previously approved

plan to repurpose Lincoln Elementary School as an early learning center and redraw elementary



school attendance boundaries, the Board spent its two August meetings hearing about updated

enrollment and building utilization data as well as details on benefits of an early learning center.

Superintendent Niedzwiecki and other District leaders shared the latest information and updates

with the Board, which also heard public comment on the topic.

The Board's decision to settle this matter reflects its commitment to acting in the best interests of

the District and being responsible stewards of taxpayer resources. Resolving this litigation allows

the District to avoid the significant costs, uncertainty, and time associated with continued legal

proceedings. As part of the settlement, the Board of Education does not admit to any wrongdoing.

At a special Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 8, the Superintendent will present final

recommendations, after which the Board will discuss and vote on the proposed recommendations.

The meeting will take place at Taft Center for Innovation and begins at 7 p.m. (This represents the

change of location).Following the Board's action on Sept. 8, and pending the outcome of that vote,

the District will provide an updated timeline and communicate the next steps to our families, staff,

and community.

School Attendance

One of the most important factors in student success is simply

being in school each day. Students who attend regularly build

stronger academic skills, develop positive relationships, and feel

more connected to their school community. Let’s work together to

make attendance a priority from day one. See the attached flyer

related to the new state laws.



New Staff to Harrison

Sarah Burkhart - Speech Pathologist

Summer Cadle - Title I Teacher

Grace Carleton - Fourth Grade Teacher

Grace Evans - STEM Teacher

Elizabeth Lawrence - EL Tutor

Staff Changes:

Rebecca Blaine, former preschool teacher, now kindergarten teacher.

Sarah Pichelmayer, former kindergarten teacher, now first grade teacher.

Mary Day, former fourth grade teacher, now fifth grade teacher.

LoriAnn Spikes - former 1:1educational assistant, now non- specific educational assistant

Julia Wells - former Harrison band instructor, now band and choir instructor

House System

We are very excited to welcome new students to the House System this school year. Our PBIS

Team met last week and we are planning to get our new students into their houses. If you are



unaware of what the House System is all about, take a few minutes to watch video and if you have

questions after that, please reach out to our Student Wellness Specialist, Megan Weiden.

The RCA House System - ARE YOU READY?

Safety Drills

Please know that we engage in a variety of safety drills when we are physically in the school

building. The drills are meant to support our students in responding appropriately should an

emergency situation arise. Our drills are conducted from time to time in collaboration with our

Lakewood Fire Department and Lakewood Police Department.

Treats and Celebrations

Should you choose to send a treat for a special occasion, families must schedule it with the

classroom teacher ahead of time and drop off the treat at the office. The teacher may set aside a

few minutes for a treat, or may send the send it home depending on whether time permits. For the

health and safety of our students, treats must follow these guidelines:

The treat must be small, individually wrapped, and store bought. This allows us to avoid

concerns related to food allergies because the ingredients are listed on the package.

We encourage you to consider a favor or small trinket instead of food.

Please save decorative items (balloons, flowers, etc.) for home.

We reserve the right to refuse a treat that does not follow these guidelines.

Should you have specific concerns about your child's allergies, please consult the school health

aide.



School Lunch

Please review the price list for lunches. Should you have specific questions related applications or

online payment, please contact:

Julie Bartell

Assistant Supervisor of Nutrition Services

Email: Julie.Bartell@lakewoodcityschools.org

Office Phone: 216-529-4480

Jacob Green

Supervisor of Nutrition Services/Dietitian

Email: Jacob.green@lakewoodcityschools.org

Office Phone: 216-529-4156

Application Link

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1782744591/lakewoodcityschoolsorg/gmexbbgiilhggm29r

9tk/26-27NSLPApplicationwFeeWaiver.pdf

Student Electronics

Cell phones, Electronic Devices, and Smartwatches: ALL student personal cell phones/electronic

devices/smartphones shall be turned off and put away in their backpack while on school property.

If there is an instance that a caregiver needs to contact a child or a child needs to contact a

http://lakewoodcityschools.org/
http://jacob.green/
http://lakewoodcityschools.org/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1782744591/lakewoodcityschoolsorg/gmexbbgiilhggm29r9tk/26-27NSLPApplicationwFeeWaiver.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1782744591/lakewoodcityschoolsorg/gmexbbgiilhggm29r9tk/26-27NSLPApplicationwFeeWaiver.pdf


caregiver, the school office phone must be used. Student email, cell phones, smartwatches, or any

other electronic device should not be used to communicate with families during the school day.

Student and Family Support

Our district is committed to providing various student experiences that support student growth in

the areas of self-awareness, self-control, and interpersonal skills. These experiences occur in the

classroom and outside the classroom as well. While these experiences involve many of our staff

members, they are more specifically supported by our Harrison Student Wellness Specialist, Mrs.

Weiden.

Each month there will be a social emotional learning theme. This month the theme is Awareness

of Self & Others. Students will learn and practice recognizing their own emotions, thoughts, and

values - and others', too. They will understand how these influence both their behavior and

decision-making. This self-knowledge will help them identify their strengths and areas for growth.

We are also very fortunate to have a Family Resource Coordinator in all of our school buildings in

Lakewood. The Harrison FRC is Miss Adrienne Parker. She serves as a bridge between home and

school, specifically providing support for families. She also works closely with student attendance

and can support families in this area as well.

Both roles provide valuable support and we are truly grateful for their contributions as they offer

more opportunities for student growth and success. Should you find the need for more intensive

support, our school community is connected to Bellefaire JCB. This service can be requested by a

parent/guardian. Please reach out to our school office should you have any additional questions.

Bellefaire JCB

We are no longer utilizing OhioGuidestone for our behavioral health services at Harrison. We are

happy to welcome Bellefaire JCB this school year. Jessica Majoy, LSW, Team Alliance Counselor

will be at Harrison three days per week and is available to provide services for Harrison students

through a referral process. If this is a service that you are interested in for your child or would like

to know more about the services, please reach out to our Harrison Family Resource Coordinator,

Adrienne Parker and she will facilitate the contact for you.

Things to Keep in Mind

* Wear appropriate shoes. Students' shoes must be attached to the foot either with a back or strap

on the shoe. This supports students having a safe recess experience and supports their ability to

walk up and down the stairs safely.



* Morning Drop off should be done as efficiently as possible.

Please pull your vehicle all the way up and have your child exit the

vehicle as quickly as possible.

*Class begins promptly at 8:55 a.m. Please ensure that students

arrive in a timely manner so that they are seated and ready for

instruction.

* When walking across the parking lot, we ask that utilize the

crosswalk and walk with your child as they cross. During peak

times, our parking lot can be challenging when safety precautions are not being followed.

* We do not provide supervision of students prior to 8:45 a.m. and after 3:15 p.m. Please remind

your child that they are expected to go directly home after school. Students are not permitted on

the playground before or after school without adult supervision on the playground. The playground

is closed when it is being used by Horizon as they have a permit for use.

Donuts with Grown-Ups

A big thank you to our PTA for organizing such a well-attended Back-to-School event on Friday,

August 28th. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect with one another and to warmly welcome

our new Harrison families into our school community.

Harrison PTA

Please consider joining the Harrison PTA and attending the

upcoming meeting to learn more about how this organization

supports the school and how it can enhance your child's school

experience. The first PTA meeting this school year is Tuesday, September 15th at 6:15 p.m. in the

Harrison Cafeteria.



Sabrina Jackson
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School Information

Principal - Sabrina Jackson

Secretary - Stacey Sponsler

Health Aide - Emma Bangert

Location: 2080 Quail Street, Lakewood, OH, USA

Phone: 216-529-4230

https://maps.google.com/?q=2080+Quail+St,+Lakewood,+OH+44107,+USA&ftid=0x8830f1f86b1b17cf:0x58ebe6f54ee25cf6
tel:216-529-4230

