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QR Attendance

Parent/guardian 

ATTENDANCE

 

We are so glad to have so many families with us this evening

Please take a brief moment to enter your attendance 

QR code is also located on your handout



W h a t  C o l l e g e s  s a y  t h e y  a r e  
l o o k i n g  f o r :

Academic

Rigor/Senior

schedule

Test Scores

Trends and

evidence of

Improvement/

Transcripts 

PErsonal

Strengths

and your

story

Involvement 

Extra curricular, 

community

 letters of rec.,

demonstrated

interest



STILL SEARCHING

ACADEMIC INTERESTS

LOCATION & SIZE & CAMPUS CULTURE

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

VALUE & FIT



USING SCHOOLINKS

COLLEGE SEARCH COLLEGE
APPLICATIONS

CAREER
EXPLORATION

SELF
EXPLORATION

STATS &
ANALYTICS

LOGIN FOR SCHOOLINKS 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS WITH GMAIL ACCOUNTS, SIGN INTO GOOGLE TO ACCESS SCHOOLINKS

PARENTS/GUARDIANS WHO DO NOT HAVE GMAIL ACCOUNTS,  CHOOSE “OPTION 2” (“FORGOT PASSWORD”) TO ACCESS

YOUR ACCOUNT IN SCHOOLINKS.  LINK HERE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M3WnZZTEHbowIGf8i5uoCXqNXzGVK4Q_/view


F A m i l i e s  o f  O P R F H S  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 7

QR Attendance

Please note, you will need to APProve The Guardian FERPA Authorization on Schoolinks for

your senior to be able to send LEtters of recommendation and Transcripts

Your paragraph text





dd slides from Schoolinks here for academic fits as
examples-families seem to love this data

nclude a Triton slide and talk about Triton Trustees
d Triton Scholars (provide handout as to not talk too

much)
w about:  U of I/ISU/Northwestern/Triton/Columbia

ollege/Tulane/Howard? Mix of large, small, 4year, 2
year, private, public, urban, rural, HBCU



Your paragraph text







OPRF kids go All over, 42 % in state, 58 % out of state
Our  Most applied-to 4 Year colleges from 2026

SCHOOL APPLIED ACCEPTED ATTENDED

U of Illinois

DEPAUL

ILLINOIS
 STATE

U of IOWA
MICHIGAN 

STATE
LOYOLA 
CHICAGO
INDIANA 

UNIVERSITY
U of Illnois

Chicago 
NORTHERN

ILLINOIS
MARQUETTE
UNIVERSITY

MIAMI U
OXFORD, OH

U of
WISCONSIN

U of
MINNESOTA

IOWA 
STATE
U of 

MISSOURI

296

137

96

169

152

129

136

155

112

109

67

170

92

54

68

93

116

80

143

135

116

106

123

93

89

66

58

75

51

60

49

26

21

19

18

17

16

13

13

13

12

11

9

9

8



TYPES OF ADMISSION
Regular Decision

Early Action/Priority

Early Decision I/ Early Decision II

Rolling

Alternate admission programs

Accepted / Denied

    Deferred / Waitlisted

May 1:  Your decision deadline

ADMISSION DECISIONS 



Complete The application
process By The Individual
College Application Deadline
Parent/Guardian submit
Financial Aid – FAFSA/CSS
Profile – OCTOBER 1
FREE FAFSA Assistance for
OPRF families – ISAC
representative
List all of the schools you
are applying to in Schoolinks
– this sends your transcript
when you submit
Finalize applications and
proofread essays

Send Your Applications
by Required Deadlines
Confirm Supplemental
materials submission
ConFIrm Portals are
Set-Up By College
Research and Apply
for Outside
Scholarships
Did you complete the
FAFSA/CSS if req.
Scholarships – Apply
for OPRFHS Local
Scholarships at
www.oprfhs.org

O P R F H S  C o l l e g e  A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s
C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 7

Sept
Oct

Nov

Monitor Email,
Portals and
Snail Mail for
Admission
Decisions 
Continue
research for
outside
scholarships
Free FAFSA
assistance for
OPRF families
Continue and
submit local
scholarship
apps on the
oprfhs website

If Deferred/Waitlisted,
Follow All Requirements
Continue search for
Scholarships and
Financial Aid 
By May 1st, 2027, Accept
Admission to your College
of Choice
Notify other Schools that
you Will NOT be Attending 
Work Directly with Your
Financial Aid & Admissions
Office to Complete All
Remaining Steps
Write Thank You Notes for
rec letters

Dec Jan-
May

Finalize your list of

colleges/universities in

Schoolinks based on fit

(Reach/match/safer)

If required and applicable,

send test scores from

ACT.org or Collegeboard.com

Do your applications require

letters of rec? IF so,

request 4 weeks ahead



N e x t  S t e p s
C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 7

Submit The 

Application –

Common App or

Direct

send transcript

via schoolinks if

required 

Request 

Counselor /

Teacher  Rec

Letters if

needed

If needed

SEnd Scores 

4-6 weeks

Before College

deadline 



INTERNAL DEADLINES

LETTERS OF REC. FROM TEACHERS OR COUNSELORS 
REQUIRED 4 WEEKS PRIOR TO COLLEGE DEADLINE 

November 1 Request Due October 1

November 15 Request Due October 15

December 1 request due November 1

January 1 Request Due December 1



FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). grants, loans, work-study, and more 

CSS Profile--online application used by colleges and scholarship programs to award non-federal  aid

NEED BASED SCHOLARSHIPS

 grant funding is available from federal, state, and institutional sources to help cover  The Cost of 

 tuition and living expenses.  The #1 source of funding--the college or university

FINANCIAL AID NIGHT -- SEPT. 30 6:30 PM -- VIRTUAL
COMPLETE THE FAFSA AND CSS PROFILE IF REQUIRED

MERIT BASED  SCHOLARSHIPS STATE OF ILLINOIS



TRENDS IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

College application numbers--rise of Publics, Selective, southern schools & COmmunity Colleges

it’s a new Big 10-Big 10 acceptance rates

Prospective Enrollment cliff 

Return on Investment--Graduation stats and College Majors

Test Optional Trends--scores regaining prominence around Merit Aid

The Toolbelt Generation/Start-ups “Dormroom Disruptors”

Standing out Through Evidence of Curiosity & Impact--Student Agency

AI  & Essay SupPLementals 

Household IncomE thresholds drive College Admission Considerations--the missing middle
 

(Articles In appendix)

  



APPENDIX

Scan Here for the Presentation 

Library and Resources

https://www.oprfhs.org/students/student-services/presentation-library


Thank you for joining us this evening. 

Please take a brief moment to enter your attendance.

 if you don’t mind, complete our short survey to assist us in future planning
(Attendance QR code is also located on your handout.)
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PArent/guardian
attendance feedback survey

Audience Questions?
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