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September 8th - September 11th

GeﬂerC” Remiﬂders Character Trait of the Month

Students should be charging

nightat home. RESPECT

Classroom snacks must be is seeing value

in all people and things
nut free. & treating them with care

Important Information:

Link to the Parent Portal for Curriculum and Instruction:
https://katyisd.instructure.com/courses/804981
Please make sure you have completed your child’s

House shirt Google Form
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https://katyisd.instructure.com/courses/804981
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Google Forms

BII’Tthy LIST House Color Shirt

Add to the birthday https://docs.goo
list here: gle.com/forms/d

_ [e/1FAlpQLSfwKi
https://[forms.gle/4F c8DgetbfBANUOU

RxzzDqGSEmbaRq MUZnNxH7BJPH

8 7HCYrW1yvPTa3
8VI8g /viewform

Important 5th Grade PTA Information:

To receive important 5th Grade PTA
information, complete this form.
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https://forms.gle/4FRxzzDqG8EmbaRq8
https://forms.gle/4FRxzzDqG8EmbaRq8
https://forms.gle/4FRxzzDqG8EmbaRq8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG_vVJY8230nW7KfHE91UhDbw9LjPt6CUdXkDhIWlqRrcGUA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
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SEPTEMBER 2026

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1
1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3 1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5
No School PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1
Labor Day 1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1 NO SCHOOL
1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5 1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 STAFF PD
NON-
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1 ROTATION
1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3 1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5 DAY
GLOW RUN!
—
=
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4
1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 1-5: DAY 2
()
5th Grade TEAM (6)
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6
Art Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski
Library Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson Simpson
Music Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens
PE Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson
PE Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri
PE Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese




What's Happening in Classe

We are confinuing learning about and practicing
multiplication with and without decimals. We will have
a quiz on estimating mulfiplication on Wednesday,
September ?1h.

Science

We are continuing our unit on conductors and
insulators. We will also be taking the Science MAP test
on Thursday, September 10th in the morning.




What's Happening in Classe

Language Arts and Reading

We will finish reading our novel, White Fur Flying. We will have an
assessment on 9/8. In writing, we will continue writing a personal
narrative.

The RLA MAP test is Wednesday, September 9th.

Social Studies

In Social Studies, we will begin exploring the consequences of
human modification to the landforms in the United States. Then
we will begin our unit on Native Americans.




Overview

This month's focus is Respect.
One way to think about Respect
is “seeing value in all people
and things & treating them with
care.” Many people feel
Respected in different ways
and we hope this month
inspires discussions with your
family about what Respect
means to you and how you can
practice it together!

Respect is 1 of 3 traits we will
focus on throughout the year
that helps students Be Kind.
Throughout the school,
students will be developing
skills like perspective-taking,
conflict resolution, and
leadership.

Conversation Starters

e What does Respect mean

in your own words?

e As a leader, why do you

think Respect is
important?

DIFCODIFPMT
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5th Grade Family Connection
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In The Classroom

Leadership is how we influence others. It's a powerful
way to positively impact the world around us. This
month, Sth graders will build their leadership skills
while practicing Respect.

Leadership skills we are building include:
e Positively influencing others through what we
say and do
e Role modeling what it looks like to be a helpful
member of the class or school

Another leadership skill we are focusing on is
resolving conflict using the Tree of Choices. Thisis a
simple tool to help us approach conflict in a healthy
way, which shows good leadership and builds
Empathy.

L. Identify the problem
2. Name your emotion

3. Make a choice:
e Moveit out
e Talkitout
e Breathe it out

How can you encourage your student to practice
leadership at home with other family members?
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Have some fun connecting as a family this month while practicing Respect. Here are 3
“PurposeFull Pursuits” for you to complete together. How many can you do this month?

Pursuit #1

A fun way to remind students to show Respect to others is to create a non-verbal cue.
As a family, come up with a non-verbal way to cue your student to remember to show
Respect to others. An example of this would be anytime you raise the “Respect
Rooster” on your hand by closing the middle 2 fingers and bringing your pointer finger
and pinky finger up, your student would be reminded to practice living out Respect.

Pursuit #2

Review Respect as a family! Remember that in our lessons we are teaching that Respect
means to see value in people and things and treat them with care. Agree as a family to
set aside a certain time each day this week to unplug from devices and plug into family
time. It shows Respect to practice being present in the moment without the distractions
that can come from technology. Debrief and discuss this challenge afterward and
commit to this practice at least 1 day each week!

Pursuit #3

Find a time to sit in a circle together and celebrate all the ways you have seen each other
practice Respect. Take turns sharing responses to the following prompts or make up your
own! Remember to practice Respect as you listen to each other.

Celebration Prompts:

e What family member(s) do you want to celebrate for their Respect?
e Share 1 way you have demonstrated leadership.



AT T S AR N LA T/
August 31st-September 4th

GeﬂerC” Remiﬂders Character Trait of the Month

Students should be charging

nightat home. RESPECT

Classroom snacks must be is seeing value

in all people and things
nut free. & treating them with care

Important Information:

Link to the Parent Portal for Curriculum and Instruction:
https://katyisd.instructure.com/courses/804981
Please make sure you have completed your child’s

House shirt Google Form
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https://katyisd.instructure.com/courses/804981

Google Forms

House Color Shirt

Birthday List

Birthday List: If you would like your child to
celebrate his/her birthday with friends from the
grade-level, then you can click on the link below to
share your contact information. This is how you
can reach out to other families regarding birthday
party invites and playdates. Invitations cannot be
passed out at school.

House Shirt Link

Add your child to the birthday list by
August 31, 2026. Your teacher will

send a PDF of all responses to you if
you completed the birthday form on
September 1st.

Important 5th Grade PTA Information:

To receive important 5th Grade PTA
information, complete this form.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwyoaC83jpDCEvnoOBki8hFlROxJPhFYk42vjDIAgUkYt0Nw/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG_vVJY8230nW7KfHE91UhDbw9LjPt6CUdXkDhIWlqRrcGUA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwKic8DggtbfBdNU0uMUZnNxH7BJPH7HCYrW1yvPTq38VI8g/viewform
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SEPTEMBER 2026

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1
1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3 1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5
No School PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1
Labor Day 1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1 NO SCHOOL
1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5 1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 STAFF PD
NON-
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4 PK/K: DAY 1 ROTATION
1-5: DAY 2 1-5: DAY 3 1-5: DAY 4 1-5: DAY 5 DAY
GLOW RUN!
—
=
PK/K: DAY 2 PK/K: DAY 3 PK/K: DAY 4
1-5: DAY 6 1-5: DAY 1 1-5: DAY 2
()
5th Grade TEAM (6)
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6
Art Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski
Library Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson Simpson
Music Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens
PE Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson
PE Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri
PE Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese




What's Happening in Classe

Our study guide is due Tuesday, September 1st and our
test on Place Value and Adding and Subftracting
Whole Numbers and Decimals is Wednesday,
September 2nd. We will start our next unit on
Multiplication on Friday.

Science

This week, we will be learning about matter and
magnetism then moving on to conductors and
insulators! We will also have a quiz over lab safety on
September 1st.




What's Happening in Classe

Language Arts and Reading

We will be reading a novel, White Fur Flying. We will be using this
novel to review and practice important reading skills such as looking
at characters, tfracking how stories go, and understanding conflicts.

In writing, we will begin writing a personal narrative.

Social Studies

In Social Studies, we will begin exploring the regions of the
United States and the geographical elements in each region.




Information About
Health TEKS and
Lessons

In accordance with Texas Education Code 28.004 and Senate Bill 9, 5" grade students will receive instruction on
the required health TEKS specific to abuse prevention and violence prevention.

Under Texas statute, parents/guardians must provide consent for their student to participate in the lessons that
address the topics of abuse prevention and violence prevention.

On Tuesday, September 1, 2026, parents/guardians will receive information via email on how to view associated
lessons and record their decision for student participation in these lessons.

Below are the windows for both the parent consent and when lessons will be taught:

Parent Consent Window: September |, 2026 - September 30, 2026
Instruction Window: November 3, 2026 - December 17, 2026




Katy Independent School District

Dear Parents of Students in Fifth Grade:

The district’s Gifted and Talented screening opportunity for 5th grade students not currently participating in the
elementary Challenge program is open. Your digital signature on the Secondary Parent Checklist begins the screening
process. It also gives the district permission to test your child and provide services beginning in the fall of sixth grade.
Secondary gifted program options are available in Math, English Language Arts and Reading, Science, and Social Studies.

If you would like to refer your child to be screened for GT services, complete and submit the electronic form “Secondary
Parent Checklist” by September 2, 2026. You can access the electronic parent checklist through your Parent My Katy
at https://launchpad.classlink.com/katyisd or scan this QR code:

E E &+ Calendars

o

in wi . “Gi ) Gifted and Gifted and
Log in with your parent username and password. Then type “Gifted i S el L

in the search bar, and the tile will appear.

Checklists will NOT be accepted after September 2, 2026.

Placement decisions for referred students will be sent to parents electronically through the parent My Katy in December.
Identified students will enter the program in the fall of 2027.

If you do not wish to refer your child for screening at this time, the next opportunity for GT screening will be in the spring
of the sixth grade for possible service to begin in the fall of seventh grade.

Refer to Frequently Asked Questions on side two for more information. If you have questions, please contact the
Challenge teacher at your child’s elementary campus.

Danielle Sanchez

Director of Gifted/Talented and Advanced Academic Studies

Advanced Academics@katyisd.org 281-396-2383



Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Secondary GT Service

If | do not request GT screening for my child, are there other options for advanced
academic
courses in junior high?

Yes; 6th grade students who are ready for the challenge of advanced coursework may enroll in Katy
Advanced Program (KAP) courses in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and/or Social Studies. These
courses offer advanced curricula and are designed to prepare students for future success in Advanced
Placement courses in high school.

Does my child need to be tested to enroll in KAP courses in 6th grade?

No, enrollment in KAP classes is a decision made by the parent and student after careful consideration of
factors such as successful mastery of 5th grade coursework, state assessments, work and study habits, and
extracurricular time commitments. Students who enter KAP courses commit to staying in these courses for at
least one semester.

What is the difference between KAP and GT?

In Katy ISD, students who are identified as gifted in a particular content area are served through the delivery
of KAP curriculum, which is appropriate for the needs of gifted learners. They enroll in courses titled “KAP/
GT.” Usually, students in a KAP/GT course are clustered within a larger KAP class, although occasionally
campuses are able to schedule classes which consist entirely of identified GT students. Teachers of KAP/GT
courses have received the required training in the education of the gifted, and are aware of the unique
learning needs of gifted students. Identified GT students often form close bonds with other identified
students, providing them with a means of meeting some of their unique social and emotional needs.

Is there a grade-point difference between KAP and KAP/GT courses?

No. Both types of courses receive what is called a weighted grade point, meaning that a grade of A in the
course counts for five grade points rather than the traditional four grade points. A grade of 8 would count as
four grade points, and so on. Grade point averages are not usually significant in junior high, but become
more important with high school credit courses.

How can | find out more about advanced coursework in junior high?

More information is available on the Katy ISD GT website:

https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4407
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o WRITE & REPORT
Cover school news, events, 4 CURIOUS MINDS
features & more CREATIVE THINKERS
TAKE PHOTOS STRONG WRITERS
m Capture the moments PASSIONATE STORYTELLERS

that matter TEAM PLAYERS

W= DESIGN & CREATE

Bring stories to life with No EXPER'ENCE?
NO PROBLEM.
WE'LL TEACH YOU.

design, graphics & layout k
BUILD YOUR SKILLS ;

@ Gain experience, collaborate, 3 YO[;' BRING THE PASSION.

and have fun! WE'LL DO THE REST.

1 YOUR SCHOOL. 3

YOUR STORIES.
‘ E | SCAN THE QR CODE T
BE INFORMED. BE INVOLVED. BE HEARD. 3 Ig'g':::'g TODAY! v o
BE A DRAGON. E | HEADLINES TOGETHER. [=]¢

0 QUESTIONS? TALK TO A CURRENT DRAGON TIMES MEMBER

OR SEE MRS. ARCURI OR MS. CARTUSCIELLO.




Overview

This month's focus is Respect.
One way to think about Respect
is “seeing value in all people
and things & treating them with
care.” Many people feel
Respected in different ways
and we hope this month
inspires discussions with your
family about what Respect
means to you and how you can
practice it together!

Respect is 1 of 3 traits we will
focus on throughout the year
that helps students Be Kind.
Throughout the school,
students will be developing
skills like perspective-taking,
conflict resolution, and
leadership.

Conversation Starters

e What does Respect mean

in your own words?

e As a leader, why do you

think Respect is
important?

DIFCODIFPMT
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5th Grade Family Connection

RirpogefulL
Vet le

In The Classroom

Leadership is how we influence others. It's a powerful
way to positively impact the world around us. This
month, Sth graders will build their leadership skills
while practicing Respect.

Leadership skills we are building include:
e Positively influencing others through what we
say and do
e Role modeling what it looks like to be a helpful
member of the class or school

Another leadership skill we are focusing on is
resolving conflict using the Tree of Choices. Thisis a
simple tool to help us approach conflict in a healthy
way, which shows good leadership and builds
Empathy.

L. Identify the problem
2. Name your emotion

3. Make a choice:
e Moveit out
e Talkitout
e Breathe it out

How can you encourage your student to practice
leadership at home with other family members?
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Have some fun connecting as a family this month while practicing Respect. Here are 3
“PurposeFull Pursuits” for you to complete together. How many can you do this month?

Pursuit #1

A fun way to remind students to show Respect to others is to create a non-verbal cue.
As a family, come up with a non-verbal way to cue your student to remember to show
Respect to others. An example of this would be anytime you raise the “Respect
Rooster” on your hand by closing the middle 2 fingers and bringing your pointer finger
and pinky finger up, your student would be reminded to practice living out Respect.

Pursuit #2

Review Respect as a family! Remember that in our lessons we are teaching that Respect
means to see value in people and things and treat them with care. Agree as a family to
set aside a certain time each day this week to unplug from devices and plug into family
time. It shows Respect to practice being present in the moment without the distractions
that can come from technology. Debrief and discuss this challenge afterward and
commit to this practice at least 1 day each week!

Pursuit #3

Find a time to sit in a circle together and celebrate all the ways you have seen each other
practice Respect. Take turns sharing responses to the following prompts or make up your
own! Remember to practice Respect as you listen to each other.

Celebration Prompts:

e What family member(s) do you want to celebrate for their Respect?
e Share 1 way you have demonstrated leadership.



General Reminders

Students should be charging
their Chromebooks every
night at home.

Classroom snacks must be | <

is acting with understanding,
nut free. . .
generosity, and care

RrpogefulL
Perhle

Important Dates:

August 27th: Back to School Night Orientation sessions at
4:30pm and 5:30pm.
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17

PK/K: Day 3
1-5: Day 3

PK/K: Day 4
| 1-5: Day 4

124

PK/K: Day 4
| 1-5: Day 2

125
PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 3

131

PK/K: Day 1

PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 1

119
PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 5

13

PK/K: Day 2
1-5: Day 2
20

PK/K: Day 2
1-5: Day 6

14

Non-rotation Day

21
PK/K: Day 3
1-5: Day 1

26

PK/K: Day 2

1-5: Day 4

27

PK/K: Day 3

28

PK/K: Day 4

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6
Art Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski
Library Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson Simpson
Music Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens
PE Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson
PE Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri
PE Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese




What's Happening in Classe

This week, we will be reviewing addition and
subtraction of whole numbers and learning addition
and subtraction of decimails!

Science

This week, we will be learning about mass, volume, and
relative density and then moving onto magnetism with
a lab on Friday!




What's Happening in Classe

Language Arts and Reading

We will be reading a novel, White Fur Flying. We will be using this
novel to review and practice important reading skills such as looking
at characters, tfracking how stories go, and understanding conflicts.

In writing, we will begin writing a personal narrative.

Social Studies

In Social Studies, we will begin exploring the regions of the
United States and the geographical elements in each region.




Information About
Health TEKS and
Lessons

In accordance with Texas Education Code 28.004 and Senate Bill 9, 5" grade students will receive instruction on
the required health TEKS specific to abuse prevention and violence prevention.

Under Texas statute, parents/guardians must provide consent for their student to participate in the lessons that
address the topics of abuse prevention and violence prevention.

On Tuesday, September 1, 2026, parents/guardians will receive information via email on how to view associated
lessons and record their decision for student participation in these lessons.

Below are the windows for both the parent consent and when lessons will be taught:

Parent Consent Window: September |, 2026 - September 30, 2026
Instruction Window: November 3, 2026 - December 17, 2026




Katy Independent School District

Dear Parents of Students in Fifth Grade:

The district’s Gifted and Talented screening opportunity for 5th grade students not currently participating in the
elementary Challenge program is open. Your digital signature on the Secondary Parent Checklist begins the screening
process. It also gives the district permission to test your child and provide services beginning in the fall of sixth grade.
Secondary gifted program options are available in Math, English Language Arts and Reading, Science, and Social Studies.

If you would like to refer your child to be screened for GT services, complete and submit the electronic form “Secondary
Parent Checklist” by September 2, 2026. You can access the electronic parent checklist through your Parent My Katy
at https://launchpad.classlink.com/katyisd or scan this QR code:

E E &+ Calendars

o

in wi . “Gi ) Gifted and Gifted and
Log in with your parent username and password. Then type “Gifted i S el L

in the search bar, and the tile will appear.

Checklists will NOT be accepted after September 2, 2026.

Placement decisions for referred students will be sent to parents electronically through the parent My Katy in December.
Identified students will enter the program in the fall of 2027.

If you do not wish to refer your child for screening at this time, the next opportunity for GT screening will be in the spring
of the sixth grade for possible service to begin in the fall of seventh grade.

Refer to Frequently Asked Questions on side two for more information. If you have questions, please contact the
Challenge teacher at your child’s elementary campus.

Danielle Sanchez

Director of Gifted/Talented and Advanced Academic Studies

Advanced Academics@katyisd.org 281-396-2383



Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Secondary GT Service

If | do not request GT screening for my child, are there other options for advanced
academic
courses in junior high?

Yes; 6th grade students who are ready for the challenge of advanced coursework may enroll in Katy
Advanced Program (KAP) courses in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and/or Social Studies. These
courses offer advanced curricula and are designed to prepare students for future success in Advanced
Placement courses in high school.

Does my child need to be tested to enroll in KAP courses in 6th grade?

No, enrollment in KAP classes is a decision made by the parent and student after careful consideration of
factors such as successful mastery of 5th grade coursework, state assessments, work and study habits, and
extracurricular time commitments. Students who enter KAP courses commit to staying in these courses for at
least one semester.

What is the difference between KAP and GT?

In Katy ISD, students who are identified as gifted in a particular content area are served through the delivery
of KAP curriculum, which is appropriate for the needs of gifted learners. They enroll in courses titled “KAP/
GT.” Usually, students in a KAP/GT course are clustered within a larger KAP class, although occasionally
campuses are able to schedule classes which consist entirely of identified GT students. Teachers of KAP/GT
courses have received the required training in the education of the gifted, and are aware of the unique
learning needs of gifted students. Identified GT students often form close bonds with other identified
students, providing them with a means of meeting some of their unique social and emotional needs.

Is there a grade-point difference between KAP and KAP/GT courses?

No. Both types of courses receive what is called a weighted grade point, meaning that a grade of A in the
course counts for five grade points rather than the traditional four grade points. A grade of 8 would count as
four grade points, and so on. Grade point averages are not usually significant in junior high, but become
more important with high school credit courses.

How can | find out more about advanced coursework in junior high?

More information is available on the Katy ISD GT website:

https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4407

¢
il pAx
T e s




K izdress KICKOFF

RU P U@Eﬁll
PerPLle

Family Connection

Dear Family,

We are excited to tell you that we will be using
PurposeFull People this year, a program that
teaches skills to help students be successful in
school and in life.

We believe that students should have safe,
predictable places to learn where they feel
included. Students should have healthy and
helpful connections with teachers and
classmates. They should also experience
learning that will help them tackle challenges
inside and outside of school. PurposeFull
People is more than a set of lessons -itis a
partnership between schools and families to
create a place where students feel like they
belong and learn skills that will help them be
the best they can be!

The path forward is full of growth! We cannot
wait to partner with you in this work...
e To teach students how to build strong
friendships
e To work together to solve problems, big
and small
To grow skills for life
To become PurposeFull People

Conversation Starters

e  What does Kindness mean to you?
e What is something Kind you did for
someone else today?

Our world needs more Kindness! That's why
Kindness is how we are starting the school
year. Our definition of Kindness is acting with
understanding, generosity, and care. You'll hear
a lot about Kindness this year because it is also
1 of our 3 outcomes:

e Be Kind: Teaching social skills like listening,
friendship, solving conflicts, and
leadership.These skills are taught alongside
Empathy, Respect, & Cooperation

e Be Strong: Skills that help students focus,
stay organized, and set goals. These skills
are taught alongside Responsibility,
Courage, & Perseverance

e Be Well: Skills that help students handle
their emotions and deal with stress. These
skills are taught alongside Gratitude,
Honesty, & Creativity
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Each month, we'll send PurposeFull Pursuits to provide fun challenges
you can pursue together! These are simple ways to intentionally reinforce
the skills we are working on at school, while providing fun strategies to
grow together as a family. We invite you to make some memories and

join in the fun!

Pursuit #1

Review Kindness as a family! Remember that Kindness is acting with understanding
generosity, and care. Schedule a family movie night so that you can specifically watch
for different ways people show Kindness. Let everybody know that you'd like them to
point out examples of how the characters show Kindness as you watch the movie. Be
sure to pause periodically to discuss the examples of Kindness you see. You could
also talk about missed opportunities for Kindness and what you might have done

Find a time to sit in a circle together and celebrate a Kind beginning of the school
year! If you want, gather some favorite snacks and play some celebratory music for
the occasion. Take turns sharing responses to the following prompts or make up

your own! Remember to practice Kindness as you listen to each other

Celebration Prompts:
* What is 1 way a family member has shown you Kindness this week?
What is 1 way you want to grow in Kindness toward others this school year?

differently!



General Reminders

Students should be charging
their Chromebooks every
night at home.

Classroom snacks must be | <

is acting with understanding,
nut free. . .
generosity, and care

RrpogefulL
Perhle

Important Dates:

August 27th: Back to School Night Orientation sessions at
4:30pm and 5:30pm.
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PK/K: Day 3
1-5: Day 3

PK/K: Day 4
| 1-5: Day 4

124

PK/K: Day 4
| 1-5: Day 2

125
PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 3

131

PK/K: Day 1

PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 1

119
PK/K: Day 1
1-5: Day 5

13

PK/K: Day 2
1-5: Day 2
20

PK/K: Day 2
1-5: Day 6

14

Non-rotation Day

21
PK/K: Day 3
1-5: Day 1

26

PK/K: Day 2

1-5: Day 4

27

PK/K: Day 3

28

PK/K: Day 4

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6
Art Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski
Library Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson Simpson
Music Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens
PE Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese Zawistowski | Abrahamson
PE Stevens Feese Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri
PE Zawistowski Abrahamson Simpson Arcuri Stevens Feese




What's Happening in Classe

We are still getting to know each other and learning

procedures and expectations while focusing on our

place value unit. Next up is adding and subfracting
with decimals!

Science

We are learning what it means to be a scientfist!
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What's Happening in Classe

Language Arts and Reading

We will be reading a short text and practicing skills that create
strong readers. In writing, we will exploring who we are as writers and
setting writing goals.

Social Studies

In Social Studies, we will begin exploring the regions of the
United States and the geographical elements in each region.




Katy Independent School District

Dear Parents of Students in Fifth Grade:

The district’s Gifted and Talented screening opportunity for 5th grade students not currently participating in the
elementary Challenge program is open. Your digital signature on the Secondary Parent Checklist begins the screening
process. It also gives the district permission to test your child and provide services beginning in the fall of sixth grade.
Secondary gifted program options are available in Math, English Language Arts and Reading, Science, and Social Studies.

If you would like to refer your child to be screened for GT services, complete and submit the electronic form “Secondary
Parent Checklist” by September 2, 2026. You can access the electronic parent checklist through your Parent My Katy
at https://launchpad.classlink.com/katyisd or scan this QR code:

E E &+ Calendars

o

in wi . “Gi ) Gifted and Gifted and
Log in with your parent username and password. Then type “Gifted i S el L

in the search bar, and the tile will appear.

Checklists will NOT be accepted after September 2, 2026.

Placement decisions for referred students will be sent to parents electronically through the parent My Katy in December.
Identified students will enter the program in the fall of 2027.

If you do not wish to refer your child for screening at this time, the next opportunity for GT screening will be in the spring
of the sixth grade for possible service to begin in the fall of seventh grade.

Refer to Frequently Asked Questions on side two for more information. If you have questions, please contact the
Challenge teacher at your child’s elementary campus.

Danielle Sanchez

Director of Gifted/Talented and Advanced Academic Studies

Advanced Academics@katyisd.org 281-396-2383



Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Secondary GT Service

If | do not request GT screening for my child, are there other options for advanced
academic
courses in junior high?

Yes; 6th grade students who are ready for the challenge of advanced coursework may enroll in Katy
Advanced Program (KAP) courses in English Language Arts, Math, Science, and/or Social Studies. These
courses offer advanced curricula and are designed to prepare students for future success in Advanced
Placement courses in high school.

Does my child need to be tested to enroll in KAP courses in 6th grade?

No, enrollment in KAP classes is a decision made by the parent and student after careful consideration of
factors such as successful mastery of 5th grade coursework, state assessments, work and study habits, and
extracurricular time commitments. Students who enter KAP courses commit to staying in these courses for at
least one semester.

What is the difference between KAP and GT?

In Katy ISD, students who are identified as gifted in a particular content area are served through the delivery
of KAP curriculum, which is appropriate for the needs of gifted learners. They enroll in courses titled “KAP/
GT.” Usually, students in a KAP/GT course are clustered within a larger KAP class, although occasionally
campuses are able to schedule classes which consist entirely of identified GT students. Teachers of KAP/GT
courses have received the required training in the education of the gifted, and are aware of the unique
learning needs of gifted students. Identified GT students often form close bonds with other identified
students, providing them with a means of meeting some of their unique social and emotional needs.

Is there a grade-point difference between KAP and KAP/GT courses?

No. Both types of courses receive what is called a weighted grade point, meaning that a grade of A in the
course counts for five grade points rather than the traditional four grade points. A grade of 8 would count as
four grade points, and so on. Grade point averages are not usually significant in junior high, but become
more important with high school credit courses.

How can | find out more about advanced coursework in junior high?

More information is available on the Katy ISD GT website:

https://www.katyisd.org/Page/4407
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Dear Family,

We are excited to tell you that we will be using
PurposeFull People this year, a program that
teaches skills to help students be successful in
school and in life.

We believe that students should have safe,
predictable places to learn where they feel
included. Students should have healthy and
helpful connections with teachers and
classmates. They should also experience
learning that will help them tackle challenges
inside and outside of school. PurposeFull
People is more than a set of lessons -itis a
partnership between schools and families to
create a place where students feel like they
belong and learn skills that will help them be
the best they can be!

The path forward is full of growth! We cannot
wait to partner with you in this work...
e To teach students how to build strong
friendships
e To work together to solve problems, big
and small
To grow skills for life
To become PurposeFull People

Conversation Starters

e  What does Kindness mean to you?
e What is something Kind you did for
someone else today?

Our world needs more Kindness! That's why
Kindness is how we are starting the school
year. Our definition of Kindness is acting with
understanding, generosity, and care. You'll hear
a lot about Kindness this year because it is also
1 of our 3 outcomes:

e Be Kind: Teaching social skills like listening,
friendship, solving conflicts, and
leadership.These skills are taught alongside
Empathy, Respect, & Cooperation

e Be Strong: Skills that help students focus,
stay organized, and set goals. These skills
are taught alongside Responsibility,
Courage, & Perseverance

e Be Well: Skills that help students handle
their emotions and deal with stress. These
skills are taught alongside Gratitude,
Honesty, & Creativity
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Family Connection

Each month, we'll send PurposeFull Pursuits to provide fun challenges
you can pursue together! These are simple ways to intentionally reinforce
the skills we are working on at school, while providing fun strategies to
grow together as a family. We invite you to make some memories and

join in the fun!

Pursuit #1

Review Kindness as a family! Remember that Kindness is acting with understanding
generosity, and care. Schedule a family movie night so that you can specifically watch
for different ways people show Kindness. Let everybody know that you'd like them to
point out examples of how the characters show Kindness as you watch the movie. Be
sure to pause periodically to discuss the examples of Kindness you see. You could
also talk about missed opportunities for Kindness and what you might have done

Find a time to sit in a circle together and celebrate a Kind beginning of the school
year! If you want, gather some favorite snacks and play some celebratory music for
the occasion. Take turns sharing responses to the following prompts or make up

your own! Remember to practice Kindness as you listen to each other

Celebration Prompts:
* What is 1 way a family member has shown you Kindness this week?
What is 1 way you want to grow in Kindness toward others this school year?

differently!



