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Hello Parents, 
 

What a wonderful first week of school! It has been a joy to welcome our students back to Christa McAuliffe Elementary 
and to reconnect with so many of our families. The excitement, energy, and smiles throughout the building have made 
for a fantastic start to the school year. We are looking forward to a great year of learning, growth, and community  
together. 
 

As we begin the year, I would like to share that families can expect to receive two newsletters each month from me. At 
the beginning of each month, you will receive The McAuliffe Monthly, which includes updates from the principal,  
specialists, and school counselor. Mid-month, you will receive a second newsletter featuring principal-only updates. I 
encourage all families to take a few moments to read this important communication so you can stay informed about 
everything taking place at McAuliffe. 
 

September is shaping up to be a busy and exciting month filled with opportunities for students and families to connect 
and engage with our school community. Some upcoming events to note include our Welcome Back Assembly (9/4), 
Curriculum Night (9/10), and Bingo Night (9/24). We hope to see you at these great events! 
 

This week’s update is filled with important information related to the month of September. Included are the following 
updates: 
 

• Student Charges 
• Curriculum Night 
• Bingo Night 
• Parent Student Handbook 
• Challenger Chase Fun Run  
• Fun Run Incentives  
• YMCA Before/After School Care 
• School Communication: Parent Square 
• McAuliffe Fun (Spirit Wear and Community Events) 
• Parent Request: Update Emergency Contact Information  
• Cultural Assembly Participation Form  
• September Dates 

 

Thank you in advance for your partnership and support as we begin this new school year. Here's to a wonderful  
September and an amazing year ahead at Christa McAuliffe Elementary! 
 

Take care, 
 
Brady Howden  
Principal 
Christa McAuliffe Elementary  
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Student Charges 
To help with the cost of school supplies, families are asked to contribute $5/student in grades K-2 and $10/
student in grades 3-5 and Quest. Your contribution will help defray the costs of paper (grades K-5), pay for  
recorders (grades 2/3 Quest and 3), and supply planners (grades 4-5 and Quest). Families can contribute by  
paying online by Friday, September 11th at the payment link included below.  
 

Donation Directions:  
 

Click on the following payment link: wa-lakewashington-lite.intouchreceipting.com/default 
• School: McAuliffe 
• I want to donate to: $5 or $10 Supply Donations 
• Student Name: Your child’s name 

 

Curriculum Night 
An important date for parents is Curriculum Night on Thursday, September 10th. Curriculum Night will begin held in 
teacher classrooms according to the schedule below. 
  
Curriculum Night Schedule:  

• Curriculum Night for 2/3 Quest and Grades 1-2 will be from 6:00pm-6:45pm 
• Curriculum Night for 4/5 Quest and Grades 3-5 will be from 7:00pm-7:45pm 

 

Free Childcare:  
One of the greatest factors in a student’s success is a strong home-school partnership. As a result, we will be offering 
free childcare for students in grades K-5 so that every parent/guardian can attend Curriculum Night. We have limited 
space available, so we encourage you to register your child(ren) so that you can take advantage of this opportunity.  
 

Childcare Registration for McAuliffe's Curriculum Night  – Fill out form 
 

Bingo Night: Thursday, September 24th 
Families are invited to join us at our PTSA’s annual Bingo Night on Thursday, September 24th from 5:30pm-7:30pm. 
This is a free event for all families that will include treats, cash prizes for Bingo, and free raffle prizes for students 
throughout the evening. Teachers will be leading the fun as they call Bingo Numbers. I hope you will join us at this great 
community event! 
 

Parent Student Handbook 
We are asking that all families review the McAuliffe Parent Student Handbook with their students so that parents/
students are aware of school and district policies/procedures. Once you have read the handbook (link below), please fill 
out the Forms survey (below) indicating you have read the handbook. Only one Forms survey is needed per family. 
Handbooks should be read and reviewed by Friday, September 19th. 
 

• Forms Survey – survey link indicating you have read the handbook 

• Handbook – link to location on our school website 

 

 

 

 

https://wa-lakewashington-lite.intouchreceipting.com/default
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fr%2FRuy6EdaNuJ&data=05%7C02%7Cbhowden%40lwsd.org%7C598be742e89b48df307408deee610d07%7C1fd4673fdf9646218638a1d88c4c85d7%7C0%7C0%7C639210297894652259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=P2fUH5bfIUaGOKHYjEyF1xK2yZoctJNEn25SE6HQun5UMlRaNE1HS0w5RE5JWVgxNTIxM1dOQVBERi4u
https://mcauliffe.lwsd.org/students-and-families/parent-and-student-handbook
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Challenger Chase Fun Run: Friday, October 2nd 
The Fun Run is our PTSA’s one and only fundraiser of the year. Donations to our PTSA will be used to pay for supplies, 
reduce the cost of field trips, fund clubs (ASB, Choir, etc.), provide assembly opportunities, and much more. Included 
below is a graphic outlining how your contributions support our school and PTSA. Fun Run envelopes will be sent home 
with students on Friday, September 18th. We appreciate your support of this important fundraiser. 
 

The Fun Run will take place on Friday, October 2nd at 2:35pm, with students running around the exterior of our school 
campus. The Fun Run Prize Assembly will take place on Thursday, October 15th at 2:30pm in the gym/commons. This 
is an exciting assembly where we award prizes, reveal the total amount donated, and douse teachers in the famous 
“Pitch Burst”. Parents are invited to join us at both of these great events.  
 

 

Fun Run Incentives:  
There are many incentives offered by our PTSA for student participation in the Fun Run, which are included below. The 
PTSA will be offering an after school “Movie Magic” party as an incentive for students who raise $200 or more ($500 
maximum per family). This event will take place on Friday, November 13th from 6:00pm – 8:00pm (movie to be  
determined).  
 
Incentives offered this year: 

• All students will receive a free Fun Run t-shirt and treat  
• Classes with the highest participation will earn a donut party 
• All students will be entered in daily prize drawings the week of October 5 - 9 
• Students who raise the most money at each grade level will receive a prize 
• Students who raise the most money in the school (matching and non-matching) will receive a prize 
• Students who raise $100 or more will be entered into a drawing for the Pitch Burst 
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• Students who raise $200 or more will be able to attend “Movie Magic” (family maximum of $500) 
• If we earn $100,000 or more as a school, we will have an all-school “Foam Party” in June 
• All students will be entered into random drawings for other prizes and school experiences 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of our school and PTSA!  
 

YMCA Before/After School Care 
McAuliffe will be hosting the YMCA Before/After School Care program on site this year. Parents can sign up for this  
program and/or ask questions at: 
 

• School Enrichment | YMCA of Greater Seattle (seattleymca.org) 
 

School Communication: ParentSquare 
Lake Washington School District will continue using the communication platform “ParentSquare”. This platform provides 
options for families for how they want to receive information (email, text, and/or app notifications). Communication within 
this platform will automatically be translated into the home language indicated on your student’s profile. Parents can 
select their communication preferences by creating an account at the link below.  
 

• Parent Square Account Creation 
 
McAuliffe Fun (Spirit Wear and Community Events) 
 
Spirit Wear: McAuliffe Spirit Wear 
Families can show their McAuliffe spirit by ordering items from our “McAuliffe Store” at the link provided above. Included 
are t-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, and other McAuliffe-themed items. Our store offers a variety of brands, colors, and styles 
for families to choose from.  
 
McAuliffe at the Seattle Kraken: McAuliffe Kraken Tickets 
McAuliffe families are invited to join in a night of fun at the Seattle Kraken. Discounted tickets are available for five  
Seattle Kraken games at the link provided above.  
 

Parent Request: Update Emergency Contact Information  
As part of our goal to keep every student safe in all situations, we need parents to re-check and/or update your  
student’s emergency contact information in Skyward. It is important that you provide contact information for a neighbor 
or local (Sammamish) person if your student needs to be picked up promptly. Please know that parents will always be 
contacted first and do not need to be listed in the emergency contacts. Parents may add up to 5 emergency contacts 
per student and are asked to make this change in Skyward (Family Access page) by Friday, September 25th. 
 

Cultural Assembly Participation Form 
Each year McAuliffe Elementary highlights the celebrations and events special to our students and families. As part of 
this work, students are invited to participate in the planning and/or leading of our cultural events. Attached is a form that 
parents can submit to the office if they would like their child to be considered to support these efforts.  
 

Please submit this form to the school office by 9/11 if your child would like to be considered to help in this area, with 
your student marking “1” for their first choice and “2” for their second choice. Students will be selected based upon    
representation of the holiday and need (number of students), with priority given to students in grades 4 – 5.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seattleymca.org%2Fprograms%2Fchild-care-and-school-enrichment%2Fschool-enrichment&data=04%7C01%7Cbhowden%40lwsd.org%7C194ad9f699314179ab1608d96112dfc3%7C1fd4673fdf9646218638a1d88c4c85d7%7C0
https://www.lwsd.org/help/parentsquare
https://shop.game-one.com/nw/nw2/christa-mcauliffe-elementary
https://www.gofevo.com/group/Christamcauliffe75
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September Dates: 
Included below are the many events and activities taking place over the course of the month of September. Please take 
a moment to read through and update your calendar accordingly. 
 

• No School (Labor Day): September 7 
• Kindergarten Staggered Start: September 3 and 4 
• PTSA Welcome Back Coffee: September 9 (9:30am) 
• Kindergarten First Day (all students): September 8 
• Grades 1 – 5 Curriculum Night: September 10 
• Special Education Coffee: September 14 (9:30am) 
• PTSA General Membership Meeting: September 14 (6:00pm – 7:30pm) 
• Fifth Grade Outdoor Education Trip: September 16 – 18 
• PTSA Bingo Event: September 24 (5:30pm – 7:30pm) 

 



PE  Welcome back! I hope you had a fun and relaxing 

summer!  In September we will be reviewing rules/
expectations and working on teamwork/cooperation 
for 3-5 graders while the K-2 will work on spatial 
awareness, safety, and teamwork in PE.  All students 
are graded on EFFORT NOT SKILL.  In addition,  
wearing a good rubber soled tennis shoes is a  
requirement!  Knowing your child's PE days is  
helpful.  Thanks for your support.  In addition,  2026 
Fall Running Club will be starting Wednesday,  
September 23rd, 8:30 am.  Our Fall session is for 
grades 1-5 only.  Kindergartners will be invited to join 
in the Spring.  I will be sending out signup  
information on ParentSquare next week.  Thanks so 
much!  Stacie Strong sstrong@lwsd.org 

MUSIC HAPPENS   Come be a Culture Bearer: Help Us 
with our Cultural Assemblies and Events! 
As a part of our school's ongoing efforts in Equity and Cultural 
Responsiveness, McAuliffe offers opportunities to 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders to sign up to help present various celebrations 
throughout the school year. These students are given a form with 
the holidays and can indicate their top two (2) choices to  
represent. Students and staff undergo much preparation behind-
the-scenes to present their celebrations and that is where you 
come in! Please sign up to be a Culture Bearer! Culture Bearer 
parent volunteers will help students with their research,  
presentation formatting, and the bulletin boards for each cultural 
celebration. While doing so, you can help ensure that your culture 
is represented authentically. To sign up for Culture Bearing, 
please email Mrs. Johns and make sure you have cleared the  
background check to volunteer. Thank you in advance for  
helping us with our Equity work!  ~Mrs. Johns, ejohns@lwsd.org 

The Lake Washington School District does not discriminate on the basis of ace, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, gender, marital status, creed, religion, 
honorably discharged veteran, military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical  
disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth groups.  

SEPTEMBER 2026 

OCTOBER 2026 

2 Fun Run, 2:35pm  
9  MVP Day #1, Popcorn Day 
12 PTSA Board Meeting, 2:15-3:45pm 
12-13  Talent Show Auditions 
12-23 PTSA Coat & Shoe Drive Week 
15 Fun Run Prize Assembly, 2:30pm 
16  No School—LEAP Day 
21 Unity Day, Wear Orange 
22 Fall Holiday Celebration, 9:40am   
29  Grades 1-3 Spelling Bee 6:00-9:00pm 
30  Halloween Parade, 10:05-10:35am 

LRC  Hello and welcome to the library! Each class 
visits the library once per week to be taught a 
lesson that focuses on one of the LWSD library 
standards (Reading Engagement, Information 
Skills, and Media Literacy). For this first month of 
school, most classes will focus on reviewing or 
learning the library guidelines and procedures. 
Fourth and fifth grade students will also be  
introduced to our school reading competition, The 
Amazing Reading Challenge! In addition to being 
available for book checkout and lessons during 
the school day, the library is often open both  
before and after school for families to visit. Take 
a peek at our library website to see the library 
hours and learn other details about the goings-on 
in our McAuliffe library.  Library - Christa 
McAuliffe Elementary.  Feel free to reach out with 
any questions about the library or the library  
program.   
Julie  jumartin@lwsd.org  

COUNSELOR CORNER  Hello McAuliffe  
families, and welcome to the 2026-2027 school 
year! I hope your summer was filled with fun,  
relaxation, laughter, and family time. It’s hard to 
believe we are back at it already! September is 
filled with welcomes, introductions, and new  
routines to learn. I will be meeting with all our new 
students in grades 1 – 5 in our new student small 
groups, spending time in kindergarten to help  
support our youngest learners and reviewing with 
students what my role is as their school counselor 
and how I will support, listen, and encourage all. I 
have attached my beginning of year letter to  
introduce/refamiliarize you with the counseling  
program here at school as well as included a  
checklist for you to fill out if you wish to contact me 
or need family support this school year. I’ve  
attached some tips about managing separation 
fears that may come up during these first weeks of 
school. Again, welcome and I’m looking forward to 
a wonderful year, and please reach out if you have 
any questions!  
Kindly, Lisa Daniel, McAuliffe School Counselor   
https://mcauliffe.lwsd.org/about-us/counselor-page  

1-2 Grades 1-5, no Kindergarten 
3-4 First day of Kindergarten, staggered 
3 5th Grade Camp Chaperone Meeting, 6:00-7:00pm                
4 Welcome Back Assembly Grades 1-5, 2:50pm 
7 No School—Labor Day 
8 First Day of School All Kindergarten 
8 Welcome Back Assembly Kindergarten, 12:50pm 
9 PTSA Welcome Back Coffee, 9:30am 
10 Curriculum Night, see schedule    
11 Make-up Pictures 
14 SPED Coffee, 9:30am, PTSA GMM 6:00-7:30pm 
16-18 5th Grade Camp 
21-25 Walk to School Week 
23 Running Club Starts 8:30-9:10am 
24  PTSA BINGO, 5:30-7:30pm 

mailto:sstrong@lwsd.org
mailto:ejohns@lwsd.org
https://mcauliffe.lwsd.org/academics/library
https://mcauliffe.lwsd.org/academics/library
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