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A Note from the Principal, Takisha Benning    August 28, 2026 

Thank you to all our families who joined us for Curriculum Night last night! We appreciate you 
taking the time to connect with our teachers, learn more about what your children will experience 
this year, and continue strengthening the partnership between home and school. 
 
It is hard to believe we are already in the final days of August! The first few weeks have flown by, 
and our Barnwell Bears are settling into routines, building relationships, and diving into learning. 
We are excited about the year ahead and grateful to have such a supportive school community 
alongside us. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership, trust, and support. We are off to a great start, and the 
best is yet to come! 
 
Barnwell Back-to-School Picnic! - Friday, August 28th (Today) 
We are excited to invite all Barnwell families to our Back-to-School Picnic today from 5:30 
PM to 7:30 PM on the back field/playground area! 
 
This special event is a wonderful opportunity to connect with other Barnwell families, enjoy time 
together, and celebrate the start of a great school year. There will be games, fun activities, and 
plenty of opportunities to build community with fellow students, families, and staff. 
 
We look forward to spending an evening together and strengthening the connections that make 
Barnwell such a special place. We hope to see your family there! 
 
Upcoming Student Holidays & Breaks: 
In observance of Labor Day, Fulton County Schools will be closed on Monday, September 7th. 
Students will return to school on Tuesday, September 8th. Families may view the full 2026-2027 
Fulton County Schools calendar here. 
 
Please also note that Fall Break will take place Monday, September 21st through Friday, 
September 25th. Schools will be closed for students during this time.  
 
Fall Picture Day – Please Mark Your Calendars! 
This year, we have partnered with a smaller photography vendor, Spoiled Rotten Photography, to 
provide a more personalized and secure photography experience for our students. To accommodate 
this change and ensure a smooth process for everyone, we will be holding Fall Picture Days over 
two separate days. 

http://www.barnwellelementary.org/
http://www.twitter.com/TheBarnwellBeat
http://www.barnwellpta.org/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1774551618/fultonschoolsorg/wizm1srool7evoyytyr5/2026-27_SchoolCalendar_Approved_12-19-2024.pdf
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Please note that the first picture day will take place immediately following the holiday weekend. 
 

Picture Day Schedule Grade Levels 
Tuesday, September 8th 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

Wednesday, September 9th PK, KK, 1st, and 2nd 

 
Please mark your calendars and plan accordingly. Fall pictures are especially important, as these are 
the photographs that will be featured in the 2026-2027 Barnwell Yearbook. 
 
Additional information regarding picture ordering will be shared as we get closer to picture day. 
Thank you for your partnership and support. We look forward to capturing our students' smiles! 
 
Code of Conduct Parent Signature Needed 
Fulton County Schools Code of Conduct is now ready for parents to review and sign in Infinite 
Campus. All parents MUST sign this form. Parents can find the form in the infinite campus 
parent/student portal.  
 
Here is a (link) with instructions on how to complete the Acknowledgment of Receipt Form. Please 
complete this by August 31st. For new families, contact Ellen Basile (Basile@fultonschools.org) for 
step-by-step instructions on how to access the Parent Portal if you need assistance. 
 
Optional Student Device Protection Plan: 
Barnwell families, the Optional Device Protection (ODP) enrollment window is open through 
September 25th. The Device Protection Plan helps families reduce the cost of accidental damage, 
repairs, or replacement of student devices. Without coverage, repair and replacement costs can be 
significant. Device Protection flyer     
 
Coverage is available for $50 per student for the school year, with a reduced rate of $25 for students 
eligible for free or reduced-price meals. The plan includes protection against accidental damage and 
provides reduced deductibles for covered incidents.  
 
We encourage all families to consider enrolling to help protect their student's device and ensure 
uninterrupted access to learning throughout the school year. The enrollment deadline is September 
25th. For additional information or assistance, please contact the Fulton County Schools Technology 
Support Center at 470-254-4357.  
 
Protect your student's device today and avoid unexpected repair or replacement costs later! 
 
Volunteer Protocol 
All Mystery Readers and School Volunteers are required to complete the Volunteer Protocol before 
coming to school. To initiate the process, please complete the child abuse reporting training and the 
online registration application by clicking here.   Use your legal name as it appears on your 
government identification during registration. The training is self-paced, and your government ID 
will be required upon your arrival at school. 
 
After completing the volunteer training and registration application, kindly email Susan Agerton at 
Agertons@fultonschools.org with your legal name to ensure your application is approved before 
your visit.  
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.finalsite.net%2Fimages%2Fv1722968233%2Ffultonschoolsorg%2Fmyczqcwv22qrcm156hzm%2FHowto-ParentStudentCodeReceipt.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CAgertonS%40fultonschools.org%7C9e5d557d40244dcf428008def94264eb%7C0cdcb19881694b70ba9fda7e3ba700c2%7C0%7C0%7C639222260718885390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jd2n%2FWRvo1e33QEQHcIyPfWLH%2FaBM8iHo35o%2F6YID10%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Basile@fultonschools.org
https://fultonk12.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/TechnologySupportCenterHub/Shared%20Documents/Beginning%20of%20Year%20Resources/Optional%20Device%20Protection%20Flyer%20-%20English.pdf?d=w227d90eb03854ddaaf3c29f4db44e75b&csf=1&web=1&e=yjuehd
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School Health Services Update 
As we begin the 2026-2027 school year, Fulton County Schools' Department of District Health 
Services remains committed to keeping students healthy, safe, and ready to learn. Our school nurses 
and clinic staff work closely with families and schools to support student health needs throughout 
the year. We appreciate your partnership in helping us provide the best care for all students. For 
important health policies, procedures, and medication guidelines, please review the information 
shared by the district. 

  2026-2027 DHS School Health Services Parent Information Letter - English.pdf   

  26-27 DHS School Health Services Parent Information Letter - Spanish.pdf.  
  

Save the Date! VIP Grandparents Breakfast—Friday, September 11th  
We’re excited to welcome our Very Important People—Grandparents and Special Guests—to join us 
for a heartwarming morning at our VIP Grandparents Breakfast! This special event is a wonderful 
way to celebrate the important role grandparents and special guests play in our students’ lives. 
Enjoy breakfast, smiles, and quality time together!  
 
Please note: Due to space limitations, we kindly ask that only two guests per student attend. More 
details to come—please mark your calendars now! 

To RSVP as Guests: RSVP VIP Breakfast 

To Volunteer: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4BADA72DA6F58-65294143-
vipbreakfast  

Get Ready for Fall Walk to School Day! —Wednesday, September 16th  
Join us as we celebrate Fall Walk to School Day! It's a fun, healthy, and eco-friendly way to start the 
day. Grab your walking shoes, bikes, or scooters and invite your friends, and let’s make it a day to 
remember! 
 
Principals Coffee Chat—Wednesday, September 16th  
Please mark your calendars for the Principals Coffee Chat on Wednesday, September 16th from 
8:00 AM to 9:00 AM in the Media Center. This informal gathering offers a wonderful opportunity 
to connect, share your thoughts, ask questions, and receive updates on our initiatives for the school 
year. 
 
Student Pickup/Building Entry 
A driver’s license or government issued ID is required for all student checkouts and any entry into 
the building. Please have your ID available to present to the camera when you ring the bell to be 
buzzed in.  
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Join our PTO:  
Your Barnwell PTO has been actively planning programs and events to enhance the student 
experience. To learn more, make a donation, or become a business partner, visit our PTO 
hub: Barnwell PTO. 

 
Changes In Transportation 
Any changes in dismissal transportation must be submitted to the student’s teacher using our 
dismissal change form which is available on our school website. If there is a last-minute change in 
dismissal, please call the front office. Students are only allowed to ride the bus assigned to their 
home address.  
  
Fulton County School Nutrition:  
The cafeteria will serve breakfast and lunch for those that wish to participate. Breakfast will be 
served from 7:10 AM – 7:35 AM. Parents are encouraged to prepay for student meals and extra sales 
(cookies, ice cream, chips, etc.) using MySchoolBucks. Visit  www.myschoolbucks.com to sign up 
and get started.  
       
Free & Reduced Meal Benefits Program is a part of the National Child Nutrition Program. A NEW 
application must be completed for the 2026-2027 school year. Applications are available online at 
https://www.myschoolapps.com/.  
 
ADDITIONAL REMINDERS: 
Bus Rider Information: Bus stop locations and times can be found on our county 
Transportation Website (https://www.fultonschools.org/transportation).  
In addition, you can download the “Here Comes the Bus” app. "Here Comes the Bus" is a free, easy-
to-use website and app that enables you to see the location of your child’s school bus on a 
smartphone, tablet, or personal computer. This ensures that you are informed when the bus is 
approaching your stop, allowing you to send your child out on time.  
 
Dates to Remember 
 

EVENT DATE TIME LOCATION 

All Pro Dad’s 
Breakfast 

8/28 6:45 AM 
– 7:00 
AM 

Cafeteria 

Welcome 
Back Family 
Picnic 

8/28 5:30 AM 
– 7:30 
AM 

Back Field 

Labor Day 9/7 School 
Closed 

          --- 

Fall Picture 
Day (3rd-5th) 

9/8 School 
Day 

Barnwell 

Fall Picture 
Day (PK-2nd) 

9/9 School 
Day 

Barnwell 

VIP 
Grandparents 
Breakfast 

9/11 6:45 AM 
– 7:40 
AM 

Cafeteria 

http://www.barnwellelementary.org/
http://www.twitter.com/TheBarnwellBeat
http://www.barnwellpta.org/
https://barnwellpto.membershiptoolkit.com/home
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1723052878/fultonschoolsorg/msioayis1j8zroovkinj/DismissalChangeForm.pdfhttps:/resources.finalsite.net/images/v1723052878/fultonschoolsorg/msioayis1j8zroovkinj/DismissalChangeForm.pdf
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
https://www.myschoolapps.com/
https://www.fultonschools.org/transportation
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FCS 
Community 
Meeting 

9/15 9:30 AM Media 
Center 

Fall Walk to 
School Day 

9/16 7:10 AM 
– 7:40 
AM 

          --- 

Principal 
Coffee Chat 

9/16 8:00 AM 
– 9:00 
AM 

Media 
Center 

All Pro Dad’s 
Breakfast 

9/18 6:45 AM 
– 7:30 
AM 

Cafeteria 

Fall Break 9/21-
9/25 

No 
School 
Students 

          --- 

 
Administrative Team 
Throughout the year, I encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher with any classroom 
questions or to our Administrative Team with any school-wide questions: 
• Renee Morris Diggelmann, Assistant Principal - Diggelmann@fultonschools.org  
• Alysia Muse, Curriculum Support Teacher -  Musea@fultonschools.org 
• Chelsea Garcia, School Counselor – GarciaC2@fultonschools.org    
• Helen Herring, Instructional Support Teacher – Herringh@fultonschools.org 

• Takisha Benning, Principal – Benning@fultonschools.org   
 
Quick Links 
Attendance Options 
Bus Stop Information 
Here Comes the Bus Info 
Dismissal Change Form 
Birthday Celebration Form 
 
Takisha Benning 
Principal 
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