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London’s Favorite Subjects can be
found in Mr. Daniel Jones Classroom. 
“I like the competitions we enter and
learning about new technologies.”

Honor Roll
Just Do It... I Did Award 

12th

NASEF MarioKart 8 Champion

We are incredibly proud of London for consistently
demonstrating a great attitude and making positive choices
each day. Her excellent attendance and outstanding
behavior sets a wonderful example for others and shows
Her commitment to success and learning.

London Yearby



Karina Hoogesteyn
  Literacy Coach

6 Years

Ms. Karina Hoogesteyn has been a valued member of Whispering Pines for six
years, serving five years as an English/Reading teacher and the past two years
as a Literacy Coach. Her dedication to student growth extends well beyond the
classroom, as she has also served as our School Advisory Council (SAC)
Chairperson for five years and as one of our Student Government Advisors for
four years. Through each of these roles, Ms. Hoogesteyn consistently
demonstrates an incredible commitment to our students by encouraging
leadership, supporting academic success, and helping students find their
voices. Her dedication and continued support makes her an important and
greatly appreciated member of the Whispering Pines family.

SAC Chairperson
Student Government Advisor
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‘I’m here to stay.’ New principal aims to shine light on
Miramar’s hidden school

Powered by Miami Herald

By Morgan C. Mullings
July 22, 2026 10:45 AM

Jenny DelosSantos-Thelwell is the new principal at Whispering Pines, a non-traditional school in Miramar for
students with emotional and behavioral disorders. Courtesy Jenny DelosSantos-Thelwell

Miramar High School is instantly recognizable from
the street by its towering patriot logo. Behind it lies a
school few people know: Whispering Pines. 

Though mostly unseen, the K-12 center educates
students every day, students who are looking for
consistency.

Jenny DelosSantos-Thelwell aimed to provide that
stability from the moment she started as principal in
July.

“Our students at Whispering Pines have emotional,
behavioral disorders. They may be autistic as well, it
just depends on each individual student,” Thelwell
told the Miramar News.

“So they’ll go to Whispering Pines, where they can
receive other services to empower them, and give
them the ability to … deal with their behavior through
therapeutic services.”

Thelwell has a special connection with the students.
She started as a substitute teacher before becoming
an ESE specialist working with disabled students.

She then earned a master’s degree in special
education, where she studied as many disabilities as
possible.

“I love that their disability doesn’t tell them who they
are. They’re still kids,” she said. 

She was also assistant principal of another non-
traditional school, The College Academy at Broward
College. 

“My coursework along with my experience as an ESE
specialist, and as a teacher overall, definitely has
prepared me for this position,” she said.

The new principal said her main goal is consistency,
to bring relief to parents and students. Thelwell is
the fourth leader the school has had in the past two
years.

“I’m here to stay,” Thelwell said. Whispering Pines
students are learning the same things and taking the
same exams as traditional students. Despite this,
Thelwell said, sometimes students with disabilities
are too often overlooked.

“They’re already leaving their actual school to come
to this alternative setting, so what does that do their
psyche? I’m really working on beautifying the
campus,” Thelwell said. 

Thelwell is known for being intentional in connecting
with students from all demographics and looking out
for their futures. 

“Quite a few students benefitted from scholarships
due to her research,” Bardetta Haygood, who hired
Thelwell as assistant principal at The College
Academy, told the Miramar News. “She has the right
skill-set to make a difference in that community.”
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