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Dream it - Believe it - Achieve it!
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Monday, September 14th
4H Club 3:50pm-5:00pm 

Tuesday, September 8th
Student of the Year applications

are due @9:00am

Friday, September 25th
Student of the Year announced

Monday, September 7th
No School

Wednesdy, September 16th

Thursday, September 17th
Talented Theater  3:50pm-5:00pm 

Friday, September 18th
Snowball Sale $3.00 

Monday September 21th
Top 10 Student of the Year

Interviews

Parents may eat luch with
students starting today!!

Tuesday, September 22nd
Yearbook Pictures - Students are

to wear school uniforms

Talented Theater Rehearsal
3:50pm-5:00pm 

Wednesday, September 23rd
Robotics 3:50pm-5:00pm

Thursday, September 24th
Talented Theater 3:50pm-5:00pm 

Th d S t b 24th

Tuesday, September 29th
Talented Theater 3:50pm-5:00pm 

Wednesday, September 30th
Robotics 3:50pm-5:00pm

Jaguar families,

Welcome to a new year of Growing a Jaguar!  We are excited to begin the
2026–2027 school year with our students and families at R.J. Vial
Elementary. This year, we will nurture growth, celebrate progress, and help
our Jaguars build the resilience to keep trying, overcome challenges, and
grow stronger each day. Your partnership provides the encouragement and
support our students need to develop strong roots and reach their fullest
potential.

Open communication is essential as we grow together. Stay connected
through our weekly Blackboard Connect calls, emails, text messages, and
SchoolStatus updates. Be sure to visit our website and follow us on Facebook
and Instagram for important announcements and the latest happenings at
R.J. Vial.

At R.J. Vial Elementary, we are committed to cultivating a welcoming,
supportive environment where every student feels valued, connected, and
capable of success. Together, we will plant seeds of confidence, nurture
resilience, and inspire every Jaguar to Dream It, Believe It, and Achieve It!
Thank you for partnering with us as we continue Growing a Jaguar one
challenge, one success, and one step forward at a time!
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Asbestos Hazard Response Act
Management Plan

 

Notice: In 1986 all asbestos materials were
identified in all school buildings. A management
plan was developed for each school as per the
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act
(AHERA). The management plan is located in a
binder in the main office of each school. The
binders are available for review upon request.
 
Since the plan was developed, most of the
asbestos has been removed. In a few buildings,
some tile still remains that contains asbestos. All
of the schools meet the health requirements that
pertain to the regulation, If you have questions
concerning this topic, please contact Kevin Barney,
Director of Physical Plant Maintenance at
985-331-3600 between the hours of 7:00a.m. and
4:00p.m. 

 

VISION
All stakeholders at R. J. Vial Elementary School work collaboratively to equip each student with the
knowledge, motivation, and skills to become academically, emotionally, and socially ready for the
future.

MISSION
The mission of R. J. Vial Elementary School is to provide high quality educational opportunities for
all students.

VALUES / BELIEFS
1.Education is our top priority.
2.Communication and collaboration between school, home, and community increase student

achievement and engagement.
3.Students and staff members engage in rigorous and relevant learning opportunities.
4.Effective collaboration among teachers provides high-quality instruction that allows students

and teachers to achieve at greater levels.

R.J. VIAL ELEMENTARY
VISION, MISSION, VALUES AND BELIEFS
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A big congratulations to our R.J. Vial Student of the
Year Nominees! These students represent our
school with pride and set a great example through
their hard work and positive attitude.

Andrew Bueche, Jacob Dufrene, Ava Elliott, Cody Folse,
Hayden Harrell, Keegan Matherne, Lyla Morel, Charlee Rawls,
Charles Putman, Jacques Buras, Talon Gros, Jaxson Noto,
Brandon Benitez-Amaya, Christina Bourque, Kason Meadors,
Hazel Savoie, Gabrielle Beaver, Elijah Holt, Brandon Ruiz
Morales, Braiden Schieffler, Myah Simoneaux, Allison Babin,
Aleigha Cooper, Ryleigh Gaubert, Madison Hernandez, Vega
Hunter, Kaine Mendoza, Amelia Sellers, Angelo Signorelli



AUGUST

R.J. VIAL

The R. J. Vial Students of the Month are chosen based upon qualities including character, leadership,
and citizenship. Students of the Month must demonstrate an effort to learn subjects to the best of his or
her ability, be prepared for class, and participate in class. R. J. Vial Students of the Month demonstrate
excellent behavior in and out of the classroom, are well-mannered, and are respectful to both peers and
teachers.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH
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Faculty and staff at R. J. Vial Elementary nominated Ms. Erika Montelaro  for
Employee of the Month!

Here are just some of the reasons she was nominated:

Ms. Montelaro has brought such positivity to the start
of the school year through her thoughtful planning and
preparation. She approaches each day and every
class period with a “can-do” attitude that inspires
those around her. Her students are excited to be in
her class and look forward to seeing her each day.
Her enthusiasm, dedication, and positive impact on
students make her truly deserving of this recognition.

3  Grade: Cayson St. Alexanderrd

4  Grade:  Mia Crawfordth

5  Grade:  Hayden Harrellth
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Welcome back! This month, our young jaguar cubs have officially begun their 5th-grade prowl, and
what a magnificent trek through the wilderness it's been. They are continuing to sharpen their
hunting and tracking skills, practicing the expectations and territory rules that will ensure a smooth,
successful, and powerful school year. In ELA, our pride has set out on a journey through the dense
forest with the captivating tale The Birchbark House, diving deep into its rich history and compelling
characters. For Social Studies, we've traveled back through time to explore the vast and intricate
kingdom of Medieval Europe. Meanwhile, our budding scientists are putting their keen jaguar eyes
to work, investigating a fascinating phenomenon to answer: "Why did the Statue of Liberty change
color?" In Math, our 5th graders are fully immersed in the Eureka Squared curriculum. In Module 1,
"Fractions Are Numbers," they are solidifying their knowledge of the place value system and
performing multi-digit multiplication and division of whole numbers.

Welcome to 4th grade! We have been enjoying
getting to know all of our students these first few
weeks of school! This quarter in science we will
be exploring the Grand Canyon as we learn about
Earth’s features and how they are created. In
social studies, we are beginning to explore
prehistory, a time before written records existed.
We will then dive into the agricultural revolution
and how it impacted the Neolithic time period. Be
sure students are reviewing notes from class
nightly in order to ensure their success this year.
Remember that science and social studies are
graded courses all year in 4th grade. 
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In third grade the students have started the
year learning about multiplication and
division! In this Module, we have focused on
multiplication as equal groups. We are also
working on drawing accurate models that
represent the problem within the story of the
word problem. We are beginning to learn
how to correctly justify our answers with
words. 



 Welcome Growing Jaguars! We are celebrating students’ growth from 3rd to 5th grade here at R. J. Vial
Elementary school. Our first collaborative art project will be students coloring a quarter of a close up view of a
flower with oil pastels. We will create them in the style of Georgia O’Keefe, a famous artist known for her
zoomed in view of gorgeous flowers, beautiful desert landscapes, and cattle skulls. All students are beginning to
draw and color their new art portfolios for the 2026-2027 school year. The elements of art we are using to
decorate our portfolios are mostly lines, shapes, and colors. I am looking forward to helping your child develop
their creativity and imagination through art.
  
 Art Club this year will be available once a month for selected students in all grades. It occurs during the day
and allows students some extra time to be creative! Students who are in band, choir, or other programs who do
not get to attend art during the week are given first priority. After that, students are selected at random from
signed permission slips. Next week, your student will receive a permission slip if they are interested in
participating in Art Club. Only 20 students from each grade level will be accepted. Please email me at
dkrobert@wearescpps.org if you have any questions or concerns. I am excited to watch my growing jaguar
artists BLOOM this year!

ART NEWSART NEWSART NEWS

PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION
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As we begin a new school year, all students will complete the FitnessGram during
physical education class. FitnessGram is a fitness assessment designed to help students
learn more about their individual fitness levels and develop healthy habits.

The assessment provides students with personal feedback in several areas of physical
fitness. Results will indicate whether a student falls within the Healthy Fitness Zone or if
there is an area where improvement is encouraged. These results are not about
comparing students to one another—they are meant to help each student recognize their
own strengths, set personal goals, and understand the importance of staying active.

Throughout the year, our PE classes will continue to encourage students to move, stay
active, build healthy habits, and work toward becoming the healthiest version of
themselves!

mailto:dkrobert@wearescpps.org


The RJV Bands are getting back
into the swing of the school year
and making preparations to
become wonderful musicians!

Welcome back to a new, music-filled school
year with the RJV Jaguar Choir! Whether
your child is returning or joining us for the
first time, we’re thrilled to have them singing
with us. In Choir, students will explore a
variety of musical styles, learn vocal
techniques, and grow as performers and
teammates. Along the way, we’ll build
confidence as we prepare for exciting
performances throughout the year.

We are already busy preparing for various
Honor Choir auditions and opportunities.
Reach out to Mrs. Moore if you or your
singer have any questions. 
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LIBRARYLIBRARYLIBRARY
The library is open! Students will visit the library with their class, during Morning
Meeting, Closing Circle, or independent reading to check out books. Each student
may check out up to three books per week unless they owe library materials to the
RJV library or any other SCPPS library. Notices will be sent home for any
outstanding balances. Please remind your child to use library etiquette and take
good care of their books, as students are responsible for any items lost or damaged.
In addition to physical books, students can access the library catalog, Follett Destiny
Discover, through Clever. From there, they can explore resources such as
Worldbook Online (sign in through Google or rjvial, jaguars), Pebble Go Next (rjvial,
jaguars), Flipster magazines, MackinVia (rjvial, jaguars), Gale Resources (no sign-in
required), and Lightbox (rjvstudent, jaguars). 



You can request a counseling session for your student anytime by filling out the counselor request
Google form.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPOptidLJLkmfbNpjV2Fty8eIx6LAjVgNn8ILLY4c5shI3jw
/viewform?usp=sf_link
 

Helpful Tip:
Getting back into “school mode” after summer can be challenging. Establishing consistent afternoon
routines and procedures can benefit the entire family. Research shows that school-aged children
thrive when they have structure and predictability. Starting these routines now will help set the tone
for a successful and smooth school year! 

SCHOOL
COUNSELORS
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Hello RJV families! My name is Mrs.
Jasmine Barbay, and I am excited to begin
another year as your School Counselor. I
have been a school counselor for five years,
and this is my third year here at RJV.

This year, I will be supporting our students’
social and emotional growth through a
variety of activities, including whole group
counseling lessons, targeted small groups,
and individual sessions.

If you ever need to reach me, please don’t
hesitate to contact me by phone or email at
jbarbay@wearescpps.org. 

Hello Jaguar Families! My name is Mrs. Alyssa
DiSalvo, and I am thrilled to be serving RJV as
the Mental Health Professional! I am a nationally
certified school psychologist and this is my 14th
year working in education as a psychologist. 
I'm passionate about helping students explore
their strengths, overcome challenges, and plan
for a bright future. My goal is to help every
student feel happy, safe, and successful, both
academically and personally. Think of me as a
friendly face they can talk to about anything – big
or small! I am looking forward to working with
your students in the classroom, in small groups,
and individually. 

If you ever need to reach me, please don’t
hesitate to contact me by phone or email at
adisalvo@wearescpps.org. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPOptidLJLkmfbNpjV2Fty8eIx6LAjVgNn8ILLY4c5shI3jw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScPOptidLJLkmfbNpjV2Fty8eIx6LAjVgNn8ILLY4c5shI3jw/viewform
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
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