






Learning Support
We are committed to offering an inclusive education to ensure the best possible progress for all our pupils, whatever their 
needs or abilities. We actively promote a whole school approach to meeting Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
(SEND), in which all members of the School community have an understanding of their role.

We aim to support pupils who, whilst able to access the curriculum, may need extra help due to a specific learning  
difficulty or a lack of confidence in a particular aspect of their work. Pupils identified with specific learning needs are  
issued with an individual pupil profile which is disseminated to their teachers detailing their strengths, areas of need and 
supportive strategies.

The Head of Learning Support, Mrs Jo Birkett-Wendes, is responsible for managing the provision for learning support. She is 
supported by a team of staff who specialise in working with pupils and liaise with class teachers to ensure the right level of 
provision for those experiencing learning difficulties. Pupils requiring specialist lessons are taught in the Learning Support 
Department which is based in two well-equipped rooms. Teachers in the department use a variety of programmes and 
teaching materials, including computer software, to provide a multi-sensory approach to learning.

There are many ways in which the department is able to measure its success:

●	 Improvements in individual reading, spelling and comprehension ages. We have seen some remarkable results.
●	 Progress of pupils as measured by results in end of module tests and end of year school examinations.
●	 �Pupil perception of their own progress. This is most important to us as growth in confidence and self-esteem is often the 

key to learning.
●	 �Praise from parents regarding the support their child has received as well as praise from external agents such as 

Educational Psychologists and Speech and Language therapists. In the Prep School we employ a targeted approach to 
offering pupils learning assistance. Our Teaching Assistants offer small group learning enhancement sessions for pupils 
who are exceeding the expected level in class or who have not achieved the expected standard.
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Beyond the Curriculum
Whatever their talents and interests, a range of different opportunities within the School allow pupils to stretch themselves and 
develop their personal skills. 

Sport 
We deliver a structured, specialist taught sports development programme that all children participate in. We try to instil 
an understanding of competition and success whilst also teaching them the core values of participation, learning and 
enjoyment throughout. 

Within the Pre-Prep, pupils develop their fundamental movement skills, building a solid foundation for them to progress 
onto the tactical and technical application of skills in Prep school. We have a strong intra-school and weekly inter-school 
programme that provides the opportunity for pupils to demonstrate these skills within competitive situations, whilst also 
learning about teamwork and sportsmanship. 

Pupils are expected to wear the Stonar sports kit which can be ordered through SchoolBlazer. Pupils wear various sports kit 
to coincide with both the seasons and activities across the calendar year.

Weekly fixtures in seasonal sports are arranged with local schools on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons for pupils 
in Years 3-6. Parents are welcome to come and support and details of forthcoming fixtures are published in Stonar Matters, 
SchoolBase and on the noticeboard outside the Prep School.

Prep School Sports 

Boys’ Major Sports

Rugby & Swimming (Autumn Term) 
 
Hockey & Swimming (Spring Term) 
 
Cricket, Tennis & Swimming (Summer Term) 

Girls’ Major Sports

Hockey & Swimming (Autumn Term) 
 
Netball & Swimming (Spring Term) 
 
Cricket, Tennis & Swimming (Summer Term) 

Other Sports Football, Athletics, Cross Country, Gymnastics, Health-Related Fitness 
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Clubs 
We aim to provide a broad range of Clubs for the children after the conclusion of the teaching day. We believe that the co-
curricular programme greatly enhances the personal development of the children. Children are invited to sign up for Clubs at 
the start of each term using the SchoolBase portal.

Creative & Performing Arts 
Specialist music teachers provide instrumental and vocal tuition and there will be plenty of opportunities to take music exams 
and compete in festivals.

Drama at Stonar is inspirational and ambitious. A specialist drama teacher will coach those who are keen to take Speech and 
Drama qualifications. 

Equestrian Centre 
Riding at Stonar can take place from the youngest of years.  We offer Prep School pupils riding lessons during lunchtime and 
after school in small groups to help focus coaching. Teaching at this age is centred on the basics of riding and setting a stable 
foundation, allowing pupils to progress at their own pace. 

The Prep School have their own Grassroots team for pupils who have their own ponies, who compete at NSEA competitions. 
The Grassroots team is parent led, with support from the Equestrian Centre. Once riders have outgrown the Grassroots team 
they can progress to join the Stonar Academy. 

Stonar is an approved Pony Club Centre and we run weekly sessions for Prep School pupils. Pony Club members are able to 
work towards achievement badges and tests. 

Riding lessons and the Prep Pony Club are available for pupils from Reception upwards. 

If you would like to book riding lessons, or join the Pony Club, please contact the Equestrian Centre –  
ridingoffice@stonarschool.com 

Inter-house Competitions 
All pupils from Reception upwards belong to one of our four competition houses, Beaushin, Cottles, Hale and Pawlett. House 
competitions are run by our Sixth Form throughout the year.

The house programme includes inter-house drama, music, baking, show-jumping, public speaking and much more, ensuring 
that everyone gets a chance to contribute. This fosters the community feel at Stonar, bringing pupils together from the 
different age groups to work collaboratively and enjoy light-hearted, friendly competition.
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Safeguarding & Pastoral Care 
Our nurturing ethos is integral to the School, backed up by a robust pastoral structure which ensures the very best care for  
your child.

The Deputy Head (Pastoral), Mrs Tilley, leads the Safeguarding Team with the Head of Prep, Mr Cunningham, as the Deputy 
Designated Safeguarding Lead in the Prep School. The safety and wellbeing of our pupils is our primary responsibility and one 
we take very seriously. The team meets weekly to review active and ongoing cases of concern.  

Because the children learn and grow within this environment, they develop a caring attitude towards each other, their 
school and the world around them. We have high expectations of behaviour both inside and outside the classroom, which 
is underpinned by the Prep School ‘Personal Goals’. Our pupils access a broad and balanced curriculum that promotes their 
spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development, and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of life.

There is an embedded culture of care and mutual respect in the School between peers, pupils and teachers alike. These values 
are reinforced continually, through assemblies and are also built into activities and tasks in the classroom.

The form tutor builds close relationships with all children and looks after their pastoral well-being, reinforced by an excellent 
team in the Prep and Senior Schools.

Raising a Concern  
As a school we value and nurture the strong pastoral care that we can offer the children through our small class sizes and 
experienced staff. This allows us to identify concerns quickly and hopefully rectify problems before they escalate. Parents play 
a vital part in this process as naturally children sometimes express concerns at home that they may not express at school.

If you have a concern of any sort you are asked, in the first instance, to contact the form tutor who will invariably be able to 
help with most issues. This is possible through email or by contacting the reception to arrange a convenient time to speak to 
the tutor on the phone or to meet face to face.

We aim to resolve all issues at this level but if your concerns develop you may feel that you need to speak to a member of the 
management team. If the matter is serious you are asked to contact Head of Prep, r.cunningham@stonarschool.com.

All staff can be contacted by email or telephone.

For boarding house issues parents are asked to communicate directly with the houseparent.
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Communication
Parents are encouraged to contact the School to discuss their child. Form tutors and houseparents are the initial point of 
contact for any individual concern or queries and are available via the phone or by email; full details are published on the 
School’s website.

It is essential that the School has parents’current email address(es) and telephone numbers. Parents may amend 
their contact details via the SchoolBase Parent Portal. 

My School Portal
My School Portal gives you access to messages, calendars, timetables, reports, attendance, rewards and sports fixtures.

New users should visit the password request page (https://stonarschool.myschoolportal.co.uk/request-password)  
and register using the email address which you have provided the School.

Both parents may register for separate access to school correspondence and information.

You can also download the Access My School Portal app from the Apple App Store or Google Play, using the same 
login details. For help, please contact reception@stonarschool.com

Learning Feedback  
Reports
The School notifies parents by email when reports are available for their child. Depending on the age of your child, the email 
may include a link to SchoolBase where reports can be seen online.

Online Learning Journeys
In the Nursery School and Reception the Tapestry Online Learning Journal is used to keep parents updated on their child’s 
activities at School.

Parents will be given their unique login details by the teacher.

Parents’ Evenings and Form Tutor Presentations
Parents and guardians are able to meet teachers and discuss academic progress, personal development and targets. These are 
listed in the calendar and parents are sent invitations. 
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School Letters & Weekly Newsletter (Stonar Matters)  
Each Friday any school letters are emailed to parents, as well as a copy of Stonar Matters, the weekly electronic school 
newsletter, which details a summary of the past week as well as information of future events. Copies of the letters and Stonar 
Matters are also stored on SchoolBase.

Social Media  
Parents are encouraged to follow our social media profiles:

www.facebook.com/StonarSchool
www.instagram.com/stonarschool
www.instagram.com/stonarequestrian
www.instagram.com/stonarsport
www.linkedin.com/company/stonar-school

Messages from Parents 
Messages telephoned or emailed to Reception after 9am are passed on quickly to children and staff alike. Often this is the 
easiest way to ensure that changes in plans or minor concerns are addressed quickly and effectively.

Please email: reception@stonarschool.com or telephone 01225 701740.

Reporting Pupil Absence  
If your child is unwell, we ask that you contact Reception via email reception@stonarschool.com or telephone 01225 701740 
to let us know that they will not be attending school. For predictable absence, for reasons such as requiring medical or dental 
appointments, we ask that we are informed in advance in writing.

Parents should not request absence from School for social functions. We do, however, acknowledge that occasionally there 
are important events that may require your child to miss school. In such instances parents should email their request, stating 
the reason for the absence, to the Head of Prep who will consider the request and write to authorise the absence or withhold 
permission. Absence without permission or explanation is recorded as ‘unauthorised’ on school records.
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Opportunities for Parents to Visit  
We welcome parents to support matches, concerts, plays and equestrian events. All events are detailed in the 
School Calendar, available online via SchoolBase. Opportunities include:

●	 Sports fixtures (mid-week) 
●	 Exit Points (celebrating the end of an IPC topic)
●	 School plays, performances and concerts
●	 �Harvest Festival (at Atworth Church) and Christmas Carol Service (on the last day of the Autumn Term the whole School 

attends a Carol Service, usually in Bath Abbey)
●	 Charity events
●	 Open Days for parents to view the next stage of the School (May / September)
●	 Stonar Stomp
●	 Speech Day & Summer Ball

Day Pupils’ Medication
The School Nurse will only give medication to day pupils if it is deemed absolutely necessary or in an emergency and only if a 
completed medical details form with parent/guardian signed consent has been returned.

Please ensure that you have given your child any medication they may need before coming to school and if he/she requires 
a dose during the school day please provide the medication clearly labelled with your child’s name, date of birth and 
instructions for administration. This must be handed into the School Nurses at the start of the school day.

Health Care & Insurance
Health Care
The School Health & Wellbeing Centre (HWBC) is under the direction of Sister Camilla Walter and the school Medical Officer, Dr 
Zoe Davis. The Bradford-on-Avon Clinic provides full back up, and all boarders are registered with the school doctor who runs 
weekly surgeries at the School. This health care provision comes under the National Health Service. Private health care can be 
arranged via group BUPA membership. The HWBC staff make a contribution to the School health education programme with 
the aim of providing a healthy lifestyle as well as giving full professional care to ill pupils. There is a School Counsellor who 
visits every week.
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Insurance
At Stonar we aim to provide cost-effective insurance for all our pupils as follows:

Pupils’ Personal Accident Insurance – This cover is provided inclusive in our school fee. The policy provides cover in the 
event of an accident resulting in death or disablement and includes dental injury expenses as standard. 

Pupils’ Personal Possessions Insurance (Opt-in) – This policy provides cover through Endsleigh for your child’s personal 
belongings if they are lost, damaged or stolen up to a total value of £5,000. This cover is designed to protect your child’s 
personal belongings during term time, and whilst they travel to or from school at the beginning or end of each term, or in 
connection with an official school trip. Where proof of purchase can be produced, items less than one year old will be  
replaced as new. Full details of the terms and conditions of cover can be found in the policy leaflet on the School website.  
You must OPT-IN to this policy by completing the application form available on our website and return it by email to 
accounts@stonarschool.com. The termly charge will be added to your school invoice.

Please note that the School’s insurance for personal effects is limited to fire and theft, so we strongly recommend that parents 
arrange additional cover. Sums of money are not covered by the School’s insurance policy and it is essential that if it is 
necessary for your child to bring money to school, all monies are handed in for safe keeping. We advise that high value items 
are not brought to school, and that all personal possessions are marked clearly with the pupil’s name so that they may be 
easily identified.

Pupils’ Absence Insurance – This scheme is provided through Endsleigh and cover will enable you to claim a 
reimbursement of fees should your child be unable to attend school for more than five consecutive days as a result of illness 
or injury. In addition, in the event of the death of the fee payer, fees are covered for up to five terms. Full details of the terms 
and conditions of cover can be found in the policy leaflet on the School website. You must OPT-IN to this policy by completing 
the application form available on our website and return it by email to accounts@stonarschool.com. The termly premium 
will be approximately 0.88% of the net fee (fee after scholarships, bursaries, other discounts). The premium will be added to 
your school invoice.

Application forms and further details of the policies can be found on the Fees page of the website:  
https://www.stonarschool.com/admissions/fees 

(All charges are subject to annual review)
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Day Pupils   
Stonar operates several buses within the surrounding area. If you wish your child to take advantage of this excellent service, 
please contact the Travel Co-Ordinator who will be able to provide details of the various routes on offer together with prices 
and departure times or see: www.stonarschool.com/admissions/useful-information/transport

Boarders   
Information for boarders transport is in the Boarding Handbook.

All travel related enquiries should be addressed to the Travel Co-Ordinator. 
Email: travel@stonarschool.com Telephone: 01225 701747

Transport Provision
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General Statement of the School’s duties

The School is required to use or process relevant personal data about individuals including pupils and their parents, carers and 
guardians as part of its operation and shall take all reasonable steps to do so in accordance with this Policy. Processing may 
include obtaining, recording, holding, disclosing, destroying or otherwise using data.

Personal data covers both facts and opinions about an individual. The School may process a wide range of personal data 
about individuals including current, past and prospective pupils and their parents, carers or guardians (referred to in this 
Policy as “parents”) as part of its operation. This Policy applies in addition to the School’s terms and conditions, and any other 
information the School may provide about a particular use of personal data.

Anyone who works for, or acts on behalf of, the School (including staff, volunteers, Directors, Governors and service providers) 
is made aware of the School’s data protection policy for staff, which also provides information about how personal data about 
those individuals is used.

A copy of the full data protection policy for parents and pupils is available on the website.

Use of Personal Information by the School

The School, from time to time, makes use of personal data relating to pupils, their parents or guardians in the 
following ways: 

●	 �Periodically we may take photographs and videos of pupils at School. We may use these images in our School’s 
prospectus or in other printed publications that we produce as well as on our website, School social media sites or on 
project display boards at School. However, the School does not publish photographs of individual pupils with their full 
names on the School website without the agreement of the appropriate individual.

●	 �We may make video or webcam recordings for school-to-school conferences, monitoring or other educational use.
●	 �From time to time, the School may be visited by the media who will take photographs or film footage of a high-profile 

event. Pupils will often appear in these images, which may appear in local or national newspapers, or on televised news 
programmes. Unless prior agreement with parents has been obtained, the School will not release pupils’ full names to 
the media.

A copy of the policy on Taking, Storing and Using Images of Pupils is on the website and parents are sent an Image Consent 
Form as part of the School’s joining instructions. Please ensure this form is completed and returned to the Admissions 
Department.

Should you wish to limit or object to any such use, please notify the Admissions Department by email:  
admissions@stonarschool.com

Data Protection
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Further Information
The following documents and policies can be found on our website:

●	 Accessibility Plan
●	 Admissions Policy & Procedure
●	 Behaviour & Discipline Policy
●	 Code of Conduct for Pupils
●	 Code of Conduct for Staff
●	 Complaints Procedure for Parents
●	 Data Protection Policy
●	 Day Bus Policy
●	 Dog Policy
●	 �Educational and welfare provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND) 
●	 �Educational and welfare provision for pupils whom English is an Additional Language (EAL)
●	 Equal Opportunities Policy
●	 EYFS Health and Safety Policy
●	 Food Policy
●	 Globeducate Policies
●	 Health & Safety Policy
●	 ICT Acceptable Use Policy
●	 Learning Support SEN Policy
●	 Medicines and Medical Conditions Management Policy
●	 Mental Health Policy
●	 Mission Statement: Aims & Values
●	 Personal, Social, Health and Econcomic Education (PSHEE) Policy
●	 Recruitment of Ex Offenders Policy
●	 Relationships and Sex Education Policy
●	 Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
●	 Safer Recruitment Policy
●	 Statement on Boarding Principles & Practice
●	 Taking, Storing, Using Images of Pupils Policy
●	 Teaching & Learning Curriculum Policy
●	 Terms & Conditions
●	 Whole School Policy for Dealing with Conflict between Pupils
●	 Whole School Policy on Disciplinary Exclusion
●	 Whistle Blowing Policy

Copies of the following policies may be requested by email or post:

●	 Code of Conduct and Pupil Expectations
●	 Counter Racism Policy
●	 Detention Policy
●	 Drugs Policy
●	 Equal Opportunity Policy for Pupils
●	 First Aid Policy
●	 Lost Property and Theft Policy
●	 Search Policy
●	 School Trips Policy
●	 Supervision and Security Policy
●	 Use of Reasonable Force (Physical Restraint) Policy
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