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College-Bound Athletes

What Aspiring College Athletes
 Need to Know

A Guide to NCAA & NAIA Eligibility, Academics, Standardized Testing, Participation and 

Amateurism and Name, Image & Likeness (NIL)



Governing Associations

Understanding the structure of college athletics and finding 
your best collegiate fit.



NCAA vs. NAIA



What is the NCAA and NAIA 
Eligibility Center?



Eligibility Center

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


High School Timeline



High School Timeline
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Initial Eligibility Standards

NCAA Transcript Evaluation

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:b3da7899-6395-409f-acab-b5189529305c


Initial Eligibility Standards



Initial Eligibility Standards

DIVISION I: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 click here

DIVISION II: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY
 ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 click here

DIVISION III: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 click here

NAIA: INITIAL-ELIGIBILITY 
ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 
 click here

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-i-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-i-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-i-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-ii-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-ii-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-ii-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-iii-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-iii-sports.aspx
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2014/10/24/play-division-iii-sports.aspx
https://www.naia.org/why-naia/pdf/NAIA_EligibilityCenter.pdf
https://www.naia.org/why-naia/pdf/NAIA_EligibilityCenter.pdf
https://www.naia.org/why-naia/pdf/NAIA_EligibilityCenter.pdf
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Score Information



Test Score Information



Sports Participation
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Sports Participation



Next Steps



Next Steps
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Resources

• https://play.mynaia.org/ 

• https://www.naia.org/landing/index 

• eligibilitycenter.org 

• NCAA Initial-Eligibility Brochure 

• ncaa.org/playcollegesports 

• Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete 

https://play.mynaia.org/
https://www.naia.org/landing/index
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/IE_Brochure.pdf
http://ncaa.org/playcollegesports
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf


Additional Resources

• NCompass
Dist. 203 Postsecondary Planning Guide

• In-School College Visits
Instructions on how students can attend in-school 
college visits

• On-Campus College Visit Tips
Tips for students planning to visit college campuses

https://nnhs.naperville203.org/NCompass
https://nnhs.naperville203.org/CollegeVisitSignup
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LrRMJ4eeMwmXzcuM-PHp9If6fv2cZIOY/view?usp=sharing


Upcoming Opportunities

Tonight Sessions 2 & 3 Tonight
A few options for families to choose from to help with postsecondary planning [cite: 10]

Sept 1 -
Oct 30

In-School College Visits
Connect with admissions representatives directly at your school [cite: 10].

Sept 26 NACAC National College Fair @ Navy Pier (Chicago)
A national college fair, featuring more than 200 colleges & universities from across the country [cite: 10].

Sept 29 Navigating a Shifting Testing Landscape
An evening program at Naperville Central (6:30pm in Auditorium) to discuss college admission testing [cite: 10].

Oct 13 Illinois Regional College Fair @ Benedictine Univ. (Lisle)
Another college fair opportunity, bringing in additional colleges & universities from across the country [cite: 10].


