
JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Regular Meeting 
Official Minutes 

 
The regular meeting of the Jamestown Public School board was held on Monday, May 
18, 2026, at 5:30 pm in the Thompson Community Room. 
 
Present: Heidi Larson, President, Dan Tweten, Vice President, Jamie Bear, Melissa 
Gleason, Owen McKenna, Jacob Meier, Aaron Roberts, Jason Rohr, Steve Veldkamp, 
Superintendent, Robert Lech, and Kristi Grounds, Business Manager. 
 
Guests: Denise Koble, Cindy Wall, Juanita Hertz, Alyssa Hertz, Brett Hertz, Chandler 
Holte, Jeff Meissner, Rob Hertz, Jada Anderson, Rachel Kastet, Michel Dietz, Amanda 
Schaffer, Belle Sjostrom and Tyler Bucton. 
 

President Larson called the meeting of the Jamestown Public School Board to order 

and welcome those in the audience, Jason Linz, Jamestown Video and Amy Neustel, 

Administrative Assistant. 

Mrs. Bear moved to approve the consent agenda which consisted of May 4, 2026 

regular school board minutes, May 4, 2026 Professional Development Committee 

meeting minutes, May 12, 2026 teachers negotiations minutes, payment of bills, 

pledged securities, 2026-2027 Title I Handbook and review of Title I District Family 

Involvement policy, and submission of year end reports to the Department of Pubic 

Instructions. Second by Mrs. Gleason. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote.  Motion 

carried.  

The board recognized Mrs. Hertz as Elementary Support Staff of the Year, Mrs. Erickson 

as Secondary Support Staff of the Year. Students were recognized for their many music 

achievements. The students who received awards at Skills USA were recognized by the 

board.  Food service employees recognized were Cindy Wall, Jennifer Erickson and Liz 

Zink, who received awards at the state and national level.  The board members 

congratulated everyone for their respective achievements.  

The school board received a thank you for the retirement gift from Mrs. Carpenter and 

the remembrance of Larry Hoff from Lorie Hoff. 

Belle Sjostrom, Student Council President, reported the Jamestown Student Council 

continued to work to represent students and support school activities. This year student 

involvement was lower than hoped, but student council still showed up, showed their 

leadership, and worked on new ways to improve our school.  Ms. Sjostrom introduced 

Miles Curtis, who was elected for Student Council President for next school year. Miles 

Curtis reported on some of his present involvement in Jamestown Public Schools and 

looking forward to the future. 



Mrs. Rachel Kastet reported on her role in the Dean of Students process this past year 

at Louis L’Amour Elementary.  Mrs. Kastet said the experience was what was needed to 

understand the role of the principal and gave her much growth and knowledge.  She 

believes the program is great for someone who is thinking about a leadership position 

but not sure. 

Mr. Gehlhar introduced Amanda Schaffer, 1st Grade teacher at Roosevelt and Chantel 

Harr, English teacher at the High School, to share their experience on the professional 

development and curriculum committee.  Mr. Gehlhar reported the committee meets 

quarterly and looks at long range PD planning trends.  Surveys are sent out after 

professional development to get feedback and input on the format and the type of PD. 

Dr. Lech reported on the federal tax credit, the K12 tax credit that was part of the big 

beautiful bill that begins January 1st. This is going to significantly impactful legislation in 

the next 5 years.  Education leaders need to speak out more about this impact. 

Dr. Lech reported that Mr. Roaldson came to the last meeting and gave an informative 

presentation on our athletics.  He was asked to come back on June 1st and talk about 

our non-athletic activities.  

Dr. Lech reported on discussions regarding the high volume of athletic cooperatives. Dr. 

Lech shared a spreadsheet of the different schools in cooperatives and the number of 

students who participate. Discussion will be needed to reset cost of cooperative 

agreements and plan for notifying schools of changes. 

Mr. Tweten moved to approve the cooperative agreement for boys and girls swim and 

diving with Pingree Buchanan Public Schools. Seconded by Mr. Robets.  Roll call: 

Gleason, yes; McKenna, no; Bear, yes; Larson, yes; Rohr, yes; Meier, yes; Tweten, yes; 

Roberts, yes; Veldkamp, yes.  Vote 8-1.  Motion carried.  The finance committee will 

review. 

Mrs. Bear moved to approve the Jamestown Gymnastics Club rental agreement. 

Seconded by Mr. Rohr.  Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote.  Motion carried. 

Mrs. Grounds shared general fund balance and the monthly financials for board 

members to review. 

Mr. McKenna moved, to approve the resignations of Sadie Lech, Dr. Robert Lech, Kevin 

Kubat and Paul Monson at the conclusion of the 2025 to 2026 school year. Seconded 

by Mr. Gleason.  Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote.  Motion carried. President Larson 

thanked all of them for their years of service to Jamestown Public Schools. 

President Larson discussed that with the approved resignation of our superintendent, 

some transition planning will need to happen. President Larson outlined three different 

options for board discussion. Board discussion concluded with a decision to hold a 



special meeting. Central office will provide information on the financials for the positions 

and options to fill the Continuous Improvement Director Position. 

Mr. Veldkamp moved to approve the amendment of HBAA(Federal Fiscal Compliance), 

HBA- AR1 (Federal Fund Expenditures and Inventory Requirements),  HCAA 

(Purchasing),ICCB (Disposal School Equipment and Supplies) and review of HBCC-E 

(Fundraising Request Form). Seconded by Mr. Roberts.  Roll call with unanimous “yes” 

vote.  Motion carried. 

Mrs. Gleason moved to approve the tuition agreement for a kindergartner, 1st grade, 5th 

grade and 7th grade students to attend Yellowstone School for the 26-27 school year.  

Seconded by Mr. Tweten.  Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote.  Motion carried. 

Mrs. Grounds read the positions open for the school board election and the people 

running for those openings.  Election will be held on June 9, 2026. 

I, Mr. Owen McKenna believe that discussion with our negotiators and 
developing a strategy relative to the School Board’s position in this matter in open 
session would have an adverse fiscal effect on the negotiations position of the Board. 
Therefore, I move:  That the Board enter into executive session, That the following 
members and negotiators be identified as being present: Jamie Bear, Melissa Gleason, 
Heidi Larson, Owen McKenna, Dan Tweten, Jason Rohr, Steve Veldkamp, Dr. Robert 
Lech, Adam Gehlhar, and Kristi Grounds.  On May 18, 2026 at 7:16 pm that only the 
following topic will be considered in executive session: NEGOTIATION STRATEGIES. 
That the legal authority for the executive session is: SECTION 44-04-19.1 OF THE 
NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE. That the executive session be recorded.  
Seconded by Mr. Rohr.   
 

The regular meeting resumed at 7:43. No further business, President Larson adjourned 

the meeting. 

GENERAL FUND; ADVANTAGE ELECTRIC INC,239.91; AMAZON.COM,3,913.06; 

ANDERSON, JADA,403.00; ANNE CARLSEN CENTER,109,431.68; ARMITAGE, 

MICHAEL,93.15; AUTOAGENT*SERVICE FEE,3.00; BATA, BRANDON,30.00; 

BCHEX,467.00; BEHAVIOR ADVANTAGE,3,000.00; BSN SPORTS,284.00; 

CASHWISE,40.29; CDW GOVERNMENT,13,614.00; CHAT GPT,100.00; CITY OF 

JAMESTOWN,11,787.71; CITY OF JAMESTOWN,8.00; COLE PAPERS INC,5,677.69; 

COMFORT SUITES - MINOT,136.19; CONNECT TELETHERAPY,0.00; CONNELL, 

JUSTIN,30.00; COUNTRY GARDENS,118.56; CUSTOM INK,436.50; DACOTAH 

PAPER CO,717.81; DAKOTA ASSEMBLIES INC,500.00; DAKOTA CENTRAL,1,833.59; 

DAN POLAND MACHINE INC,140.00; DELTA AIRLINES,INC,-14.99; DELZER, 

EDDY,30.00; DOLLAR TREE STORES, INC,68.75; DOMINO'S PIZZA,114.87; 

ECKROTH MUSIC COMPANY,70.00; ELITE HEATING AND AIR,782.00; ENTZI, 

KRISTIN,63.00; ET SYSTEMS,478.60; FARMERS UNION COOP OIL CO,91.71; 



FARSTAD OIL,16,382.09; GEHLHAR, ADAM,30.00; GOOGLE,31.57; GOPHER 

SPORT,662.97; GREENWOOD, AMANDA,63.00; GROUNDS, KRISTI,271.10; 

HAAKENSON, ANGELA,74.48; HARLOW'S SCHOOL BUS SERVICE INC,115,180.24; 

HAWKINS INC,1,690.90; HEINERT, DARBY,30.00; HEMMER, TANYA,643.86; HIGH 

PLAINS WATER TREATMENT,72.90; HOME ON THE RANGE,33,406.70; HUGO'S 

FAMILY MARKETPLACE,116.05; HUST, KELSEY,63.00; I3G MEDIA,747.00; 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT,882.00; INTERSTATE ALL BATTERY 

CENTER,55.74; JAMES RIVER SPECIAL EDUCATION,98,524.34; JAMES RIVER 

TRANSIT,90.00; JAMESTOWN CHAMBER OF COMM,22.00; JAMESTOWN PUBLIC 

SCHOOL PC,174.10; JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL,1,541.64; JAMTGAARD, 

CODY,40.95; JAMTGAARD, STACY,30.00; JONES, TERRY,30.00; JOSTENS 

INC,46.75; KAPP, DANIEL,30.00; KASTET, RACHEL,1,265.45; KLEMETSRUD, 

KATHERINE,146.00; KNIFE RIVER,1,270.00; KNOX, ROBERT,30.00; KORYNTA, 

JENNY,206.00; KRAPP, CRYSTAL,40.00; LAKESHORE LEARNING 

MATERIALS,225.92; LARSON, SYDNI,122.00; LEAF,2,745.00; LEARNWELL,309.01; 

LEBLANC, CINDY,323.00; LECH, ROBERT,844.00; LEE-WILKE, ELIZABETH,268.00; 

LOEWS HOTELS,993.45; LORIG, JANE,1.53; MACKIN EDUCATIONAL 

RESOURCES,1,610.07; MADDOCK, MARLENA,174.69; MARCO 

TECHNOLOGIES,3,973.00; MARZANO RESOURCES,2,007.00; MASTER TEACHER 

INC,246.75; MEISSNER, JEFF,30.00; MENARDS OF JAMESTOWN,273.28; 

MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS,85.00; MONTANA DAKOTA 

UTILITIES,16,824.84; MOORHEAD AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS,11,280.00; 

MUNICIPAY*SERVICE FEE,3.00; NAPA AUTO PARTS OF JAMESTOWN INC,26.59; 

NATIONAL ARCHERY SCHOOLS PROGRAM,276.00; ND ATTORNEY 

GENERAL,50.00; NELSON, TAMMY,3.21; NEYS, SHEENA,75.00; NORTHWEST TIRE 

INC,1,750.34; ORIENTAL TRADING CO INC,63.86; OSLUND, ANDREW,57.16; 

OTTERTAIL POWER CO,52,946.36; PALMIQ,3,138.60; PEARCE DURICK PLLC,71.25; 

PETTYS, QUENTIN,58.62; PIT STOP EXPRESS LUBE,123.25; PITNEY 

BOWES,1,000.00; RAINBOW GAS COMPANY,1,589.73; ROBERTSON, 

SUMMER,206.00; RUNNINGS,308.97; SCHMIDT, SHERRY,30.00; SCHOOL 

SPECIALTY INC,320.80; SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY,303.00; T-MOBILE USA 

INC,69.96; TARGET.COM,62.31; TEACHERSPAYTEACHERS.COM,4.50; THOM, 

DENISE,60.00; TICKETLEAP,233.40; TITAN MACHINERY INC,169.55; VERNIER 

SOFTWARE & TECHNOLOGY,372.00; VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER,5,417.00; 

WALCH, TIMOTHY,92.05; WALMART,487.13; WARDS SCIENCE,342.33; 

WORKFORCE SAFETY & INS,891.91; WW GRAINGER INC,28.11; WYNDHAM 

GARDEN OTSEGO-,357.36; Fund Total:,541,905.80; BUILDING FUND; CUMMINS 

SALES & SERVICE,3,665.27; ELITE HEATING AND AIR,4,060.32; FORTE,11,033.33; 

JAMES VALLEY MULTI DIST,562.75; JOHNSON CONTROLS INC,5,864.42; NORTH 

STAR CONTRACTING,150,000.00; NORTHWEST IRON FIREMAN INC,2,256.60; 



RIVARDS TURF & FORAGE INC,4,964.80; TUBS OF FUN!,5,874.19; UINSURANCE 

AGENCY,276.00; Fund Total:,188,557.68; STUDENT ACTIVITY; ALLARD TROPHY 

CO,191.00; AMAZON.COM,359.98; ANDREASEN, CHRISTOPHER,160.50; 

ARMITAGE, MICHAEL,600.00; ARMITAGE, SHERRI,687.00; ATHLETIC.NET,1,495.00; 

AXS HEADQUARTERS,3,248.98; BAYMONT INN & SUITES,1,320.00; BELIEVE 

KIDS,115.90; BIRDIE BALL,359.94; BISMARCK PUBLIC SCHOOL DIST 1,400.00; 

BLUESTEM,1,200.00; BSN SPORTS,50.00; CASHWISE,47.55; CHAMPIONSHIP 

PRODUCTIONS INC,175.00; CHAT GPT,20.00; COLLEGE BOARD,13,611.00; 

CONNELL, JUSTIN,360.00; CURE STARTS NOW, THE,150.00; DAHLBERG, 

PAUL,1,023.75; DAIRY QUEEN,50.00; DAKOTA CENTRAL,184.90; DAKOTA 

TROPHY,624.00; DAYS INN-FARGO,290.00; DICKINSON PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DISTRICT,250.00; DUNN, CONNOR,634.50; ECKROTH MUSIC COMPANY,485.53; 

ELLENDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL,300.00; FARGO NORTH HIGH SCHOOL,300.00; 

FORUM,19.99; GANGE, BRANDON,3,256.39; GANNON, NATHAN,175.50; GRAND 

FORKS LODGE,1,183.00; GRB INVESTMENTS,141.62; GREAT PLAINS FOOD 

BANK,9.58; HAGER, JAMIE,565.00; HARLOW'S SCHOOL BUS SERVICE 

INC,12,997.10; HEWITT, KYLE,818.75; HEWITT, LARRY,3,256.39; HIRSCH, 

JIM,265.25; HOFF, DENNIS,160.50; HORN'S CUSTOM CREATIONS,245.00; 

HORNER, RONALD,190.50; HUDL,183.08; I'MPOSSIBLE,658.28; I3G MEDIA,275.00; 

INSTRUMENTALIST AWARDS,93.00; INTERNATIONAL MUSIC CAMP,1,200.00; 

JAMESTOWN COUNTRY CLUB,5,762.00; JAMESTOWN PARKS & 

RECREATION,3,256.39; JAMESTOWN PUB SCH FOUNDATION,1,000.00; JW 

PEPPER & SON INC,449.47; KRIEGER, MARCHEL,200.00; LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 

MINOT,2,080.00; LEE, TRENT,170.50; LITTLE CAESARS,115.72; MANDAN HIGH 

SCHOOL,1,010.00; MONONO, EWUMBUA,317.25; MYRICH, ERIC,680.00; 

NCAA,1,430.00; ND COUNCIL EDUC LEADERS,1,450.00; ND HIGH SCHOOL 

COACH ASSN,425.00; ND STRING TEACHERS ASSOCIATION,192.00; 

NDHSAA,250.00; NDSAA,115.00; NEIS SERVICES INC,19,336.20; NEWMAN SIGNS 

INC,732.75; O'CLAIR, TERRY,522.75; OLSON, KIRK,752.25; PAPA JOHNS 

PIZZA,112.29; POPPLERS MUSIC INC,143.85; PRAIRIE WEST GOLF 

COURSE,240.00; PROCHNOW, JADEN,480.00; QUICHOCHO II, BOYA,480.00; RED 

ROOF INN,396.00; RHOMBUS GUYS,241.50; ROALDSON, JAMES,30.00; 

ROOSEVELT PTO,45.00; SABANOVIC, KEMAL,317.25; SCHONERT, JOHN,461.50; 

SOOPER STOP,83.00; SPORT SCOPE,749.00; STAIGER, SCOTT,629.50; SUNSHINE 

TRAVEL COMPANY INC,31,510.00; SURVEYMONKEY INC,276.00; TEAGUE, 

AIDEN,170.50; ULLAND, MEA,80.00; VALLEY CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL,350.00; 

WAGNER, KEVIN,165.00; WALMART,26.85; WILDSIDE CREATIONS,335.00; ZERR, 

TREV,380.00; Fund Total:,132,337.98; HEALTH INSURANCE; MEDALLUS 

JAMESTOWN URGENT CARE,22,814.00; Fund Total:,22,814.00; JAMESTOWN 

DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS; ASSETMARK TRUST COMPANY,50,000.00; 



DOLLYWOOD FOUNDATION, THE,654.92; JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL,26.00; 

SAGICOR LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY,57,321.15; Fund Total:,108,002.07; SCHOOL 

LUNCH; AMAZON.COM, 56.83; BADLANDS DISTRIBUTION INC, 230.60; CINTA 

CORPORATION NO 2, 1221.68; CITY OF JAMESTOWN, 2030.16; COCA COLA 

BOTTLING COMPANY, 3658.75; CULINEX, 606.92; DACOTAH PAPER CO, 

2877.83;Dakota Central, 274.10;FRESHPOINT BIX PRODUCE COMPANY, 729.60; JIM 

COLEMAN LTD, 806.87; ND DEPT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 744.83; PLUNKETT’S 

PEST CONTROL INC, 512.72; SALBAR, MLEISSA, 30.00; SNA EMPORIUM LLC, 

1,163.25; SYSCO NORTH DAKOTA INC, 61,498.50; WALL, CINDY, 30.00; WALMART, 

32.08; WORKPLACEPRO.COM, 657.10; Fund Total: 77,161.92; JAMES VALLEY 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL CENTER; ACME TOOLS,3,321.10; ACT INC,337.50; 

ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS, INC,219.55; AMAZON.COM,158.19; CITY OF 

JAMESTOWN,788.78; CITY OF JAMESTOWN,31.00; CLARION HOTEL,194.00; COLE 

PAPERS INC,138.54; DAKOTA CENTRAL,290.20; EDE, SHANE,709.41; 

JAMESTOWN PLUMBING HEATING AC,565.00; JAMESTOWN PUBLIC 

SCHOOL,48,650.89; JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL,1,918.87; JAMESTOWN 

TRAVEL INC,2,633.56; JETSTREAM CAR WASH INC,36.62; JONES SCHOOL 

SUPPLY CO INC,209.00; KLINE, DAVID,146.00; KRAPP, AMBER,442.64; KUBAT, 

KEVIN,146.00; LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC,186.28; MARINKOVITS, 

WALTER,118.56; MCINTYRE, ISABELLA,250.00; MENARDS OF 

JAMESTOWN,8,406.04; MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES,1,679.30; NAPA AUTO PARTS 

OF JAMESTOWN INC,8.42; ND FFA ASSOCIATION,40.00; NEWMAN SIGNS 

INC,39.00; OREILLY AUTO PARTS,786.09; OTTERTAIL POWER CO,3,165.91; 

RECYCLING CENTER OF ND,45.00; REED, RENE,66.00; ROCHELEAU-ECKART, 

HEIDI,30.00; RUSS DAVIS WHOLESALE INC, 1,901.50; SAFTEY KLEEN SYSTEMS 

INC,396.49; SAM'S CLUB,724.40; SKILLS USA ND,3,296.25; STAMPS.COM,20.99; 

THORESON, ROBERT,501.20; WALMART,1,032.49; WW GRAINGER INC,1,438.13; 

ZIMNEY, RILEY,250.00; Fund Total:,85,318.90; 

http://amazon.com/
http://workplacepro.com/

