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ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
MINUTES

The Regular Meeting of the Orange County Board of Education was called to
order by President Barke at 2:33 p.m., July 8, 2026, in the Board Room, 200
Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 and via YouTube live stream
https://www.youtube.com/live/NjRkOK4yj7U.

Present:
Jorge Valdes, Esq.
Tim Shaw
Mari Barke
Ken L. Williams, D.O.

Absent:
Lisa Sparks, Ph.D. (arrived at approximately 3:28 p.m.)

Motion by Valdes, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the agenda for the July 8, 2026, Regular Meeting.

Motion by Valdes, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the minutes of the Regular meeting of June 17, 2026.

The Board recessed into closed session at 2:34 p.m. to conduct student appeal
hearings and closed session items.

Inter-district Appeal Hearing (Closed) — Student #070820260011 - Capistrano

Unified School District to Newport Mesa Unitied School District.
Motion by Barke, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the appeal and allow the student to attend the Newport-Mesa

Unified School District for the period of one academic year (2026-2027).

Inter-district Appeal Hearing (Closed) — Student #070820260021 - Capistrano

Unified School District to Newport Mesa Unified School District.

Motion by Barke, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the appeal and allow the student to attend the Newport-Mesa
Unified School District for the period of one academic year (2026-2027).

Inter-district Appeal Hearing (Closed) — Student #070820260031 - Capistrano

Unitied School District to Newport Mesa Unified School District.



Note

CLOSED SESSION 1

CLOSED SESSION 2

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

INTRODUCTIONS

Motion by Barke, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the appeal and allow the student to attend the Newport-Mesa
Unified School District for the period of one academic year (2026-2027).

Inter-district Appeal Hearing (Closed) — Student #070820260041 - Huntington
Beach Union High School District to Newport Mesa Unified School District.

Motion by Williams, seconded by Barke, and carried by a vote of 4-0 (Sparks
Absent) to approve the appeal and allow the student to attend the Newport-Mesa
Unified School District for the period of one academic year (2026-2027).

Trustee Sparks and Trustee Shaw joined the meeting at approximately 3:28 p.m.

Inter-district Appeal Hearing (Closed) — Student #070820260051 - Lake Elsinore
Unified School District to Newport Mesa Unified School District.

Motion by Barke, seconded by Valdes, and carried by a vote of 3-2 (Barke,
Valdes, and Shaw voted Yes; Williams and Sparks voted No) to approve the
appeal and allow the student to attend the Newport-Mesa Unified School District
for the period of one academic year (2026-2027).

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL-ANTICIPATED LITIGATION
Potential litigation pursuant to (d) (4) of Government Code Section 54956.9

Government Code Section 54956.8
Conference regarding real property located at Argosy, 601 S. Lewis Street,
Orange, CA 92868.

The Board reconvened in open session at 5:02 p.m.

Luke Shaw

The Bean Family

There were no introductions at this meeting.

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

6.

July 8,2026

Qath of Office — The Bean Family administered the oath of office to Orange
County Superintendent of Schools, Stefan Bean, Ed.D.

Qath of Office — Linda Lindholm, former OCBE Trustee, administered the oath of
office to re-elected Board Member, Lisa Sparks, Ph.D., Trustee Area 5.
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Qath of Office - Linda Lindholm, former OCBE Trustee, administered the oath of
office to re-elected Board Member, Mari Barke, Trustee Area 2.

Election of Officers for 2026-2027 Term — President Barke, presided for the
election of President of the Board, Vice President, and Clerk of the Board.

Motion by Barke, seconded by Williams, and carried by a vote of 5-0 to elect
Trustee Shaw as Board President for the 20262027 term, following a nomination

made by Barke.

Motion by Shaw, seconded by Barke, and carried by a vote of 5-0 to elect Trustee
Valdes as the Board Vice President for the 2026-2027 term, following a
nomination made by Shaw.

Motion by Shaw, seconded by Valdes, and carried by a vote of 5-0 to elect
Trustee Williams as the Clerk of the Board for the 2026-2027 term, following a

nomination made by Shaw.

Acknowledgment of Service of Outgoing Board President

New Board President Tim Shaw thanked outgoing Board President Mari Barke
for her leadership and encouragement to serve on the Orange County Board of
Education. He expressed his appreciation for the confidence of his fellow trustees

and his commitment to serving as Board President.

The Board took a recess from 5:15 p.m. to 5:24 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (General)

CONSENT CALENDAR

July 8, 2026

10,

11.

12,

= Ron

= Rudi

= Maria

n  Katherine
=  Marcia

Motion by Sparks, seconded by Barke, and carried by a vote of 5-0 to approve
Consent Calendar items #10 through #17.

Approve the granting of diplomas to the students listed from Alternative,
Community, and Correctional Education Schools and Services, Alternative

Education Division.

Approve disbursement of funds for Orange County Board of Education
professional organization membership dues in the amount of $250.00 for Orange
County School Boards Association (OCSBA), 2026-2027 fiscal year.

Approve disbursement of funds for Orange County Board of Education

professional organization membership dues in the amount of $50.00 for PTA,
2026-2027 fiscal year.
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13.  Approve registration and travel for Board Members to attend education related
events/meetings sponsored by California School Boards Association (CSBA),
effective July 1, 2026, for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

14.  Approve registration and travel for Board Members to attend education related
events/meetings sponsored by California Charter Schools Association (CCSA),
effective July 1, 2026, for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

15.  Approve registration and travel for Board Members to attend education related
events/meetings sponsored by Orange County School Boards Association
(OCSBA), effective July 1, 2026, for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

16.  Approve registration and travel for Board Members to attend education related
events/meetings sponsored by National Alliance for Public Charter Schools,
effective July 1, 2026, for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

17. Approve registration and travel for Board Members to attend education related

events/meetings sponsored by the Association of California County Boards of
Education, effective July 1, 2026, for the 2026-2027 fiscal year.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

18. Charter submissions — Orange Springs Charter School

19.  Charter School Public Hearing — Excel Academy Charter School
Aracely Chastain, Executive Director, Charter Schools Unit, facilitated the public
hearing.
v Heidi Gasca, Superintendent, Excel Academy
= Heather Ferenc, Director of Education, Excel Academy
= Jenny Craig, Director of Compliance and Special Programs, Excel
Academy
Joe, CBO, Excel Academy
Cassie Parham, Superintendent, Irvine Unified School District
Connie Stone, Board Member, Irvine Unified School District
Stan Machesky, Assistant Superintendent of Education Services
John Fogarty. Assistant Superintendent of Business and CFO, Irvine
Unified School District

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Item #19 Only)

Jeff
Joshua
Michael
Audrey
Radene
Sophia
James

Jane
Jeff
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s Katie
= April
= Nini

The Board took a recess from 6:53 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

20. Charter School Public Hearing — International School for Science and Culture
Aracely Chastain, Executive Director, Charter Schools Unit, facilitated the public
hearing.

®  Dr. Padmini Srinivasan, Executive Director, ISSAC
= Patricia Hirano, ISSAC

»  Felipe Wahashi, ISSAC

= Teresa, Director of Facilities

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Item #20 Only)

Tara
Sharissa
Michael
Sarah
Eduardo
Cristina
Adriana
Viridiana

21.  Charter School Public Hearing — Explore Academy Charter School
Aracely Chastain, Executive Director, Charter Schools Unit, facilitated the public
hearing.
= Cecilia Iglesias, Executive Director, Explore Academy
Lloyd Boucher, Board President, Explore Academy
Dr. Marilia Balas, Board Member
Joanne, DMS Representative
Sarah Kollman, Young, Minney & Corr (joined via Zoom)

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Item #21 Only)
Lili
Gloria
Liz
Gloria
Joel

22.  Motion by Williams, seconded by Valdes, and carried by a vote of 5-0 adopt the
resolution revoking the charter of Explore Academy Charter School.

INFORMATION ITEMS
COMMUNICATION/INFORMATION/DISCUSSION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
» Superintendent — No updates at this meeting.

July 8, 2026 Minutes



= Deputy Superintendent
o Next board meeting is on August 5, board deadline on July 22, and board
packet delivery scheduled for Friday, July 31.
o Currently there are six appeals for the August agenda.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

o Trustee Barke acknowledged Ron Flores' public comments, expressing
concern about student outcomes and emphasizing the importance of
ensuring students receive the education and skills needed for future success.

o Trustee Valdes expressed disappointment regarding the Board's action to
revoke a charter, noting the Board's longstanding support for charter
schools. He also acknowledged concerns raised during public comment by
an ACCESS teacher and encouraged the individual to contact him directly
so the matter could be discussed with the County Superintendent.

o Trustee Shaw commented that charter school enrollment represents a small
percentage of Orange County's total K—12 student population and noted that
charter schools are not the primary cause of declining enrollment in
traditional public schools.

CLOSED SESSION(S) PUBLIC REPORT OUT

ADJOURNMENT On a motion duly made and seconded, July 8, 2026, board meeting adjourned
at9:11 p.m.
@f\j L& W
Renee Hendrick Tim Shaw
Assistant Secretary, Board of Education President, Board of Education

Next Regular Board Meeting — Wednesday, August 5, 2026
Location - Orange County Department of Education, Boardroom, 200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

and via YouTube Livestream

Individuals with disabilities requiring special accommodation, including agenda or agenda packet materials in
alternative formats or auxiliary aids and services, may request assistance by contacting Darou Sisavath, Board
Clerk, at (714) 966-4012.
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