
Art Homework: Unit LINE 
 
 

Observational Line Drawing 
Pick something in your room or house to draw using only lines.  It should not have shading, only 
linework. Before working on details try breaking down your object into basic shapes, rectangles, 
ovals, circles, triangles, etc. Take your time and remember it does not have to be perfect. Draw 
one of these a day on three separate days.  You can draw the same object multiple times or pick 
a different object each day. 
 

1.​ Pick a real object: Choose a physical item from your room or house, like a shoe, a 
piece of fruit, a hand tool, or a crumpled piece of paper. Do not use a photograph. 

2.​ Set it up well: Place your object on a table at a slight angle or turn it sideways so 
the shape looks interesting. 

3.​ Look more than you draw: Spend more time looking at your actual object than 
looking down at your paper. Try looking at the object for five seconds, then 
drawing for two seconds 

4.​ Sketch lightly first: Draw basic, loose shapes or outlines with a light pencil line 
before you make any final decisions. 

5.​ Focus on contours: Trace the outer edges and inner curves of the object slowly 
and carefully with a steady line. 

 


