
The Grant Community High School September Student of the 
Month is senior Derrick Rios, son of Isela and Juan Rios of Round 
Lake. Derrick is a dynamic and exceptionally involved senior at 
GCHS who exemplifies the core values of school spirit, academic 
achievement, and service. Derrick maintains an impressive 4.876 
GPA and has consistently earned Honor Roll each semester of his 
high school career. His academic record includes AP Language & 
Composition, selection for Boys State, the Golden Globe Award, 
and recognition as both a Scholar-Athlete and an NLCC 
All-Academic honoree. Additionally, Derrick has stepped into 
major student leadership roles, serving as Vice President of the 
National Honor Society (NHS) for the 2025/26 school year and 
President for the 2026/27 school year.

Derrick’s high school career is defined by extraordinary involvement in the performing arts,
athletics, and school culture. In choir, he serves as Section Leader, has qualified twice for All-
District, and achieved All-State. He is also an Anthem Singer, performs in quartets, and placed
second and third in the "Grant's Got Talent" showcase. Beyond music, Derrick plays Boys
Volleyball, earning the Bulldog Award at school while serving as Captain for his club volleyball
team. He served as a manager for the Girls Volleyball team, and his high-energy leadership
extends across campus as Hype Master and through active participation in TEAM Live and the
Dawg Pound.

Service is deeply central to Derrick’s impact on his community. Through the Choir Leadership
Team, NHS, and local initiatives, he has volunteered for the Veterans Day EXPO, Adopt-a-
Highway cleanups, morning pledges, concessions, Grant Fall Fest, Fox Lake Pumpkin Fest, and a
fundraiser for Colonia Benito Juarez. Beyond school events, he has proudly participated in four
Quinceañeras for friends and family during his high school years. Looking ahead, Derrick plans
to attend a four-year university to become a Physician Assistant specializing in Pediatric
Oncology, all while continuing his passion for choir throughout college.

Derrick hopes to serve as a benchmark and inspiration for his peers to surpass. He aims to show
underclassmen that by upholding the Bulldog values of being respectful, engaged, and
dependable, they can break through barriers and achieve their highest goals. Reflecting on how
he once looked up to the Student of the Month wall and senior leaders himself, Derrick wants to
empower every student to look at their own dreams and say, "I can do that."

Grant Community High School
District Newsletter
September 2026

Kathy Kusiak, President

John Jared, Vice President

Shelly Booth, Secretary

Board of Education
Ivy Fleming

Laurie Hembrey
Ed Lescher
Bob Yanik

Page 2
Superintendent’s Letter

Page 3
Principal’s Letter

Page 4
Hall of Fame

Page 5-6
Homecoming

Page 7
School Safety
FNL Reminders

Page 8
Spotlight Artist

Page 9
Educator of the Year

Records Request
SOPPA

Page 10-11
Bulldogs on Staff

Health Office Reminders
Student Directories

Page 12
Bulldog Happenings

Page 13
Online Safety

Parent University
Connect with Us

Page 14
Athletics
Page 15

Academic Labs
Class Councils

Page 16-17
2025-2026 Honor Roll

Page 18
Taffy Apple Sale

Page 19
First Gen Bulldogs

Page 20
College & Career Center

Page 21
ACT Prep Courses

Page 22
Seal of Biliteracy

Page 23
Write Space

Page 24
Cheer Spaghetti Dinner

Page 25
Fall Play
Page 26

Keep It RED
Page 27

Process for Reporting Sexual Assault
Page 28-29
Calendars

Student of the Month
Derrick Rios



As we launch into another exciting school year, I want to share a few reflections that are anchoring 
our focus for the months ahead. When our faculty and staff returned to our halls this fall, we 
grounded our work in a shared commitment to embrace challenges as the primary vehicle for 
building capacity. We rallied around the mentality of learning how to handle hard better. Nothing 
truly meaningful magically gets easier, and difficult tasks are not inherently negative. Stress and 
challenge are rarely signals to disengage; instead, they are the barometers of how deeply invested 
we are in work that truly matters.

This mindset is vital because culture is lived, not posted on a wall. If we expect our students to be 
brave, resilient, and curious, they must see the adults in their lives modeling that exact courage. 
Across our district, our overarching focus this year is active engagement—stepping out of our 
comfort zones and choosing to Say Yes to the opportunities around us. Research consistently shows 
that deep engagement does not drain our energy; it restores it. When we lean in, we discover connection, purpose, and
fulfillment.

This is precisely what we want for every student who walks through our doors. Every day, we ask our students to step onto a
stage, solve a complex proof, attempt an advanced course, or challenge themselves in athletics. They do not do this because it is
easy; they do it to grow, embodying the core attributes of our Portrait of a Bulldog through adaptability, perseverance, integrity,
and an empowered learning mindset.

We are challenging every student to Leave Their Print by Saying Yes to new ways of engaging in their high school experience.
The more our students engage, the more doors open for them both at Grant and far beyond. When those four years come to an
end, no graduate ever regrets trying more; they only regret waiting too long to jump in. We have an extraordinary faculty and
staff ready to support them every step of the way, but we need our students to take that leap, embrace the challenge, and
engage.

I know that we are all ready. I’m confident that our students can meet the high standards we set together, and I can’t wait to see
all the amazing things they achieve this year. 

Thank you for your continued partnership. Let’s have a fantastic year, Say Yes, and Leave Our Print!

Keep It RED,
Jeremy Schmidt
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Welcome Bulldogs!
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Leave Your Print at GCHS
Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year! We had a special start to the year, welcoming Grant’s 
“Centennial Class”, the Class of 2030, to our Bulldog Community in August. In addition to this 
milestone for our school and community, we experienced enthusiastic students and parents arriving 
for Material Pick-up days, Big Dawg Training, Freshman Orientation, Parent University, Fall Athletics 
Night, the Welcome Back Pep Assembly, and Back to School Night! These events combined serve 
as a reminder of how special our school is and how special it is to me to be a leader of our 
school in our community. I could not be more excited to start the school year and work together 
to accomplish our purpose of being the best school for our students and a source of pride for 
our community.

This year, as a school community, we will be focusing on the theme of “Leave Your Print” as we 
emphasize engagement in our school and in our community. At Freshman Orientation, our Class of 
2030 was challenged to join one club or activity to start their school year. As part of the Freshman Orientation program, 
we included our Athletics and Activities Fair, which had previously been a standalone event in April. Our students had the
opportunity to meet with club sponsors, directors, and coaches as part of the morning program. We repeated this message at our
Welcome Back Pep Assembly and hope that all students choose to engage in an activity or sport. Research shows that the more
connections students have to the school, the better their academic outcomes, attendance, and behavior. We are encouraging
students to engage in these opportunities to get the most out of their experience at Grant Community High School. Additionally,
involvement in these organizations helps students meet important career-ready indicators which, in part, qualify them for
Distinguished Bulldog and Bulldog Scholar recognition.  

We are also emphasizing the importance of engaging in the classroom with our students this year. We are challenging our
students on a daily basis to prepare themselves to excel beyond Grant Community High School. As we strive to help students
succeed academically, we do so to open more doors for them beyond Grant Community High School. An ACT score of 22 on
Reading and Math tests meets the academic indicators for Distinguished Bulldog and Bulldog Scholar criteria. While ACT scores
remain important for postsecondary placement, Pre-ACT scores are important for our students who are considering taking Dual
Credit classes. Meeting academic indicators is important at every level, and showing growth through MAP testing continues to
be of importance. Daily work across our curriculum prepares our students to meet their goals and open doors for them, while
also preparing them for testing. Together, as a school community, we can reiterate the importance of staying engaged in the
classroom and how that can lead to incredible opportunities for each of our students.

While engaging with your students in conversation about their day-to-day classwork, practices, and club meetings, we also
encourage all parents to engage with Grant as partners. We encourage each parent to stay connected with their student’s
progress through Qmlativ, Schoology, and SchooLinks. Parents have access to all three platforms and can follow student progress
using these platforms. If you need help with access to these platforms, please contact our Technology Department. If you would
like to engage in a more hands-on way, please join our Bulldog Booster Club. The Boosters offer many opportunities for
leadership and direct support to our athletics and activities. We are also always looking for guest speakers, connections for
internships, service opportunities, and career exploration activities. If you think that you can help contribute, please let us know. It
is important for all of us to be engaged as a school community to help our students find success, and there is no limit to what we
can accomplish when we are working together. 

On behalf of the entire staff, we look forward to celebrating all of the incredible achievements that our students will accomplish
this year!

Go Bulldogs!

Principal Schoell
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Rich Becmer graduated from GCHS in the Class of 1971. As a student, Rich excelled academically, served as Senior Class President
and Student Council Vice President, and quickly earned a reputation for his natural ability to lead and his willingness to serve others. As
a proud Bulldog, Rich was a four-year member of both the football and wrestling teams, serving as team captain during his senior year,
and also played baseball for two years. Beyond athletics, he participated in Student Government Day, served as a dean's aide, and
volunteered on numerous school committees. After graduation, Rich invested himself in the next generation by coaching softball,
baseball, and football for the Lakeland Cardinals and the Grant Bulldogs. As president of the Cardinals for more than a decade, he
helped shape opportunities for countless young athletes. He also served on the executive board of what is now GTAAA and helped
build the baseball complex and concession stand at Veterans Park, as well as the original Paul G. Lewis Blockhouse at Grant's stadium.
He served on the planning committee for the St. Bede Faith Formation Center and proposed relocating the Fox Lake Village Hall from
the police station to its current central location—a vision that has benefited the community ever since. In 1975, at just 21 years old,
Rich made history by becoming the youngest person in the State of Illinois to be elected to a high school Board of Education. During
two separate tenures totaling 16 years, he helped guide the future of GCHS, giving back to the very school that helped shape him. That
same year, Rich was sworn in as a Fox Lake Police Officer, beginning a distinguished 30-year career in law enforcement. Through hard
work, integrity, and dedication, he rose through the ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant, and ultimately Deputy Chief of Police in 2003. For
18 years, he served as the department's lead juvenile officer and child abuse investigator, advocating for children and families during
some of their most difficult moments. During his time in law enforcement, Rich introduced the D.A.R.E. program, established the Teen
Court program, became GCHS’s first School Resource Officer, and earned the Lake County Juvenile Officers Association Officer of the
Year Award twice.  When Rich retired from the Fox Lake Police Department in 2005, he joined Waukegan School District as their
Educational Safety Specialist, where he developed district-wide safety protocols that continue to protect students and staff. In 2009,
Rich began teaching Criminal Justice at the Lake County Technology campus, helping build an exceptional program that inspired
hundreds of students to pursue careers in public service.  In recognition of his passion for teaching and mentorship, he was named
Most Inspirational Teacher in 2015. Even after retiring from teaching in 2020, Rich hasn't stopped serving. Today, he continues to
volunteer at Prince of Peace Catholic Church through the Formation and Education Commission, the Mental Health Ministry, and the
Parish Council. For more than five decades, Rich has worn many titles—student, athlete, coach, police officer, deputy chief, school
board member, teacher, mentor, husband, father, and Grandpa. But through every chapter, one thing has remained constant: his
commitment to serving others and the Fox Lake community. That is the legacy of a true Grant Bulldog.  For his incredible dedication to
the Grant community, Rich is more than deserving of this Grant Community High School Hall of Fame recognition.  

Lee Oler graduated from GCHS in the Class of 1968. Lee was a second-generation GCHS graduate, with both of his parents having
also attended. Lee was a standout basketball player during his four years at Grant, serving as a varsity player for three of those
seasons. Known for his remarkable outside shot, he set the school record as high scorer prior to the introduction of the three-point line
and graduated as Lake County’s all-time leading scorer with 1,798 points. He was named a three-time All-Conference selection, All-
County in 1967 and 1968, and All-State in 1968. In his senior year, he led the team to both District and Regional Championships and
a Sectional berth. Lee went on to earn an Education degree from the University of Wisconsin–Madison, where he played four years of
Division I basketball for the Badgers, earned Big Ten All-Academic honors in 1972, and finished his career ranked among the top 25
scorers in Badger history. He went on to play professionally internationally in Mexico and Australia for a year. Returning to Lake
County, Lee spent 33 years as a Physical Education teacher at Wauconda High School, where he also coached basketball and golf.
Outside of school, he competed in AAU Basketball from 1975 to 1985, earning AAU All-American honors in 1980. His athletic legacy
earned him inductions into both the College of Lake County Hall of Fame in 1998 and the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2005. After retiring in 2006, Lee remained dedicated to youth sports by volunteering as a coach for the Grant Community
High School boys' basketball team and assisting with basketball camps. Following his passing in September 2017, Grant Community
High School posthumously dedicated its fieldhouse court in his honor in February 2018. Additionally, in August 2018, the Village of
Fox Lake honorarily renamed Meade Ct., where he resided most of his life, to Lee M. Oler Ct. It is only fitting that he be recognized by
the Grant Community High School Hall of Fame, where his celebrated basketball career first began.

The families of Rich Becmer and Lee Oler will take part in several homecoming activities, including a reception in their honor on
September 24, 2026, an all-school pep assembly and the varsity football game on September 25, 2026, and the homecoming parade
on September 26, 2026. For more information on the induction ceremony and events, visit www.grantbulldogs.org.

Hall of Fame
Grant Community High School is pleased to announce the selection of 
Mr. Rich Becmer and Mr. Lee Oler, posthumously, to the Hall of Fame.



Our “Times Square at Midnight” Homecoming week is approaching quickly! It’s a week jam-packed with dress-up days
and events, during and after school. Hopefully, everyone can join in and show their Bulldog spirit between September 21st
and September 26th!
 

The week will kick off on Monday with “City That Never Sleeps”. Put on your best pajamas and let’s get this party started!
From 7:40-9:25 AM, seniors will be out in the community painting windows of local businesses. 

Tuesday is “Giants, Knicks, Oh My!” This is your time to rep your favorite sports team and show off how big of a fan you
are. Whether it’s a New York team, the Cubs, or your hometown Bulldogs, we can’t wait to see whom you’re cheering for.
Tuesday is also the last day for seniors to vote for Homecoming Royalty!
 

Wednesday is "XOXO Gossip Girl". Get creative and dress as your type! When classes are done, students are welcome to
join us for our annual Block Party! Our Block Party, sponsored by the Bulldog Boosters and Student Class Councils, will take
place between 3:30-5:00 PM outside the fieldhouse. This event is free to students, and food, games, and face painting will
be available. Following the Block Party, we will cheer on our Flag Football program as they battle against Mundelein.
 

On Thursday, dress for “Save the City”. Dress as your favorite superhero, but leave the mask behind and let your true
identity be known. 
 

And of course, Friday is “The Big Apple”. Break out your best spirit wear! Wear as much spirit wear as you can! There will
be a pep assembly during school to get everyone pumped up for the football games that night! Homecoming Court will be
announced before the Varsity Football game. Varsity Flag Football plays at 4:45 PM, and the Varsity Football game kicks
off at 7:00 PM.
 

The fun doesn’t stop there! Our Homecoming parade starts at 9:00 AM on Saturday for the whole community to watch. If
you would like to be in the parade, please fill out the Parade Entry Form. There will also be building tours for alumni and
community members starting at 10:30 AM. Later that night is the Homecoming dance from 7:00-10:00 PM.
 

Saturday evening, the students of Grant look to celebrate victory with the Homecoming dance at 7:00 PM in the Field
House. Students can purchase tickets to the dance at the school bookstore from 7:30 AM-3:00 PM starting on Monday,
September 21. Tickets are $15.00 per person. PRIOR to purchasing a ticket. Tickets WILL NOT be sold at the door. Anyone
attending the dance should review the Dance Policy and Dress Code.
 

With everything going on during the week, make sure you enjoy the fun! Any questions regarding Homecoming should be
addressed to Ms. Payton Montemayor (pmontemayor@grantbulldogs.org) or Ms. Kayla Radtke
(kradtke@grantbulldogs.org).
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http://docs.google.com/document/d/1JpsUdzSSPOmPfUTKbr43heLCqDvyoYhXDZElbTIUgxM/copy
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/families/dance-policies
mailto:pmontemayor@grantbulldogs.org
mailto:kradtke@grantbulldogs.org
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Welcoming all to a safe, secure, and supportive environment is one of Grant Community High School District’s ongoing
goals. As part of that effort at the start of the new school year, this article is intended to communicate several safety-related
matters.

GCHS is a secure campus. During regular school hours, all visitors must check in with Safety at our Main Entrance
(Door #1). Each visitor must present a driver’s license or a valid state identification card for a background screening.
Visitors without appropriate identification will not be allowed into the building. Visitors who clear the screening may be
granted building access and will be provided a visitor's badge that they must wear at all times while on school
grounds. If you have previously used your identification to be screened by our visitor management system, you can now
opt to use our self-check-in tablet at the main entrance. Scan your government identification on the tablet to verify your
identity, and Safety will provide you with a visitor’s badge to wear during your visit.
The school building opens for student access at 7:00 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. On
Wednesdays, the school building opens for student access at 8:45 AM. From 7:40 AM – 3:10 PM, all exterior doors
are locked, and access is only available to visitors via the Main Entrance. If students are staying on campus after
school for activities/athletics, they must utilize the Activity Entrance (Door #9), as the Main Entrance will be closed after
4:00 PM.
Grant students are informed of secure campus expectations. This information is provided in the student handbook.
GCHS is a closed campus, meaning students are prohibited from leaving the building unsupervised without proper
notification. Students are prohibited from opening exterior doors to allow other students or visitors into the building.
During Safety Week, students performed Hold, Secure, Lockdown, Shelter, and Evacuation drills. GCHS utilizes The I
Love You Guys Foundation, Standard Response Protocol, and Standard Reunification Method as a part of our
Emergency Management plan. These nationally recognized emergency response protocols provide Grant with
standardized response strategies necessary to successfully utilize the incident command structure, ensuring effective
communication with assisting agencies.
In the event of an emergency causing a significant disruption on the GCHS 

     campus, or in the event a reunification is necessary at school or in an alternative location, 
     parents will be notified through Skylert and provided information about the emergency 
     situation. For this reason, it is important your contact information is accurate and up-to-date. 
     Changes may be requested by you directly through Qmlativ, or you may contact the school 
     at (847) 587-2561.

A Skylert emergency alert test was performed on August 24 at 5:00 PM.  If you did not receive a call or email, please
contact the Main Office at (847) 576-2561 and share updated contact information. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the school. 

School Safety

If you plan on attending the 2026 Football season, please keep the following information
in mind:
 

All CURRENT Grant students will be admitted to games for FREE. Students must show
their 2026-2027 school ID for free admission.
Outside food and drink, backpacks, noisemakers, signs, flags, and athletic
equipment (balls) are not allowed.
No smoking or vaping on school property.
All students younger than a Freshman must be accompanied by an adult.
There is no re-entry.
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Each month, the Grant Art Department comes together to recognize a student whose creativity, effort, 
and passion deserve to be celebrated. This feature is our way of shining a light on the incredible talent within 

our halls and giving our community a chance to see the unique voices of our young artists.

Artist Statement - Kayli Brook
Painting has been a defining part of my life for nearly four years now. I am not the type of artist who grew up as an “art
kid,” never racking up years of drawing experience doodling and filling sketchbooks. So when I picked up a brush for the
first time, I never expected to fall in love with the craft as much as I did. My painting journey started with an assigned
passion project in 8th grade where I had to document learning a new skill. As I started experimenting with colors and
shapes, painting was the one place I could let go of my perfectionism and allow my work to become perfectly imperfect.
Art silences the outside world so I can feel free to shape a new one, one brimming with the unique ideas and forms I once
doubted I could ever create. Beyond painting as an outlet for my own creative joy, I also love to show appreciation to
people who inspire and support me by gifting my art, hoping to impart the joy I felt while creating it. At Grant, I have
taken many art classes, including Intro to Art, Painting 1 & 2, and Drawing 1 & 2. Not only do these opportunities help me
improve technical skills, but they also increase my confidence as an artist and strengthen my friendships with people who
share the same passion. My favorite memory in an art class was creating a tapestry painting of a dragon fantasy scene
with two of my closest friends. It is so fascinating for me to view other painting styles and learn how they intermix with mine
to create something so unique and beautiful. I know we all grew closer from the experience! If I hadn’t joined the art
program at Grant, I would have lost the valuable lessons and incredible opportunities that the National Art Honor Society
has granted me. I have had the chance to become a leader, share my knowledge, and enhance my community with
beautiful colors. Art helps me feel understood and build connections without even needing words, and I encourage anyone
to start making a few colorful marks on a sheet of paper. Soon enough, these marks might turn into masterpieces shaped
by a blooming artist. I am still learning and growing as a person and as an artist, but I hope to see many of my peers dive
into the art program at Grant–projects are not only fun but also built for any skill or experience level. There is so much
belonging, passion, and joy to be discovered within art at our school! I know that I will continue to paint and make art no
matter what life throws at me. Even though I am not planning on majoring in art in college, it is so important for me to
conserve a hobby that has become my passion and even my refuge. I cannot wait to explore all that I will create!



9

A continuum of special education services exists through Grant Community High School. This includes the opportunity for a
comprehensive case study evaluation when appropriate. Parents/guardians have the right to receive a copy of 23 III.
Admin. Code Part 226 and “A Parents’ Guide- The Educational Rights of Students with Disabilities.”
 

Students with disabilities who do not qualify for an individualized education program under the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, may qualify for services under Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 if the
student (1) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, (2) has a record of
a physical or mental impairment, or (3) is regarded as having a physical or mental impairment.
 

Requests or inquiries should be directed to a student’s counselor of record.

Special Education Requests

The Student Online Personal Protection Act, or SOPPA, is the data 
privacy law that regulates student data collection and use by schools, 
the Illinois State Board of Education, and District #124 vendors.

On August 23, 2019, Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed into law 
a new version of SOPPA that gives parents/guardians greater control 
over student data. Among the changes is a new requirement to enact 
breach notifications that are available to the public. SOPPA will also 
require Illinois school districts to provide additional guarantees that 
student data is protected when collected and that data is used for beneficial purposes only. 
The law is effective on July 1, 2021.
 

District #124 values your child's privacy and strives to ensure that parents/guardians are aware of which web-based tools
and applications are being used for educational purposes. A list of all District #124-approved web-based tools, written
agreements with operators, and a list of data elements shared can be found on our D124 Data Privacy Agreements
webpage.
 

Parents/guardians have the right to inspect, review, and correct information maintained by the school, operator, and the
Illinois State Board of Education. All requests should be directed to the Director of Technology by using the following email
address: soppa.request@grantbulldogs.org.
 

For more information about SOPPA, visit our SOPPA resources page.

Student Online Personal Protection Act

https://sdpc.a4l.org/district_listing.php?districtID=6282
https://sdpc.a4l.org/district_listing.php?districtID=6282
https://sdpc.a4l.org/district_listing.php?districtID=6282
mailto:soppa.request@grantbulldogs.org
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/families/gchs-tech/student-online-personal-protection-act-soppa
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We are excited to welcome Amber Whitmer as the newest addition to our Curriculum, Instruction, &
Assessment (CIA) team! Originally from Wailuku, Hawai’i, Amber attended Newberry High School
in Florida and is currently pursuing her degree through National Louis University. Before joining
Grant, she spent nearly eight years working at a Therapeutic Day School. This year, she will serve as
our Administrative Assistant to the CIA Department. She is excited for the opportunity to transition
from working directly in the classroom to supporting students and staff in a new way, while also
being close to her daughter, who currently attends Grant.

Bulldogs on Staff

We are excited to welcome Lindsay Clarke as the newest addition to our English Learner
Department! Originally from Riohacha, La Guajira, Colombia, Lindsay earned her bachelor’s degree
in Teaching English as a Second Language from Universidad de Córdoba before coming to the
United States through a cultural exchange program. Since then, she has continued her education by
earning her Bilingual Endorsement from American College of Education, her master’s degree in
Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University, and most recently, her World Language
Endorsement. Before joining Grant, she spent six years in District 46, first as a Bilingual Assistant
and then as a bilingual teacher. This year, she is excited to teach Spanish Language Arts (SLA),
working with students in SLA 1 and SLA 3.

We are excited to welcome Samantha LaVine as the newest addition to our English Learner
Department! Sammy earned her Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education from Illinois State
University and her Master of Science in Literacy Education with a focus in ESL from Northern Illinois
University. Before joining Grant, she taught middle school math and science at District 96, where
she also sponsored the Community Service Club and Number Ninjas, a peer tutoring program that
helped students build confidence in math. This year, she will serve as an EL teacher, co-teaching in
math and science classes.

We are excited to welcome Benjamin Quint as the newest addition to our English Learner
Department! After graduating from Crystal Lake Central High School, Benjamin continued his
education at McHenry County College, Northeastern Illinois University, William Woods University,
and Dominican University, earning an associate degree, bachelor’s degree, and two master’s
degrees. He brings a wealth of experience to Grant, having taught at the Missouri Military
Academy, District 187, District 60, and District 116. This year, he will teach Spanish Language Arts
(SLA) 2 and 3, helping our bilingual students continue to develop their literacy skills.

We are excited to welcome Katherine Wishau as our new Student Support Coordinator! After
graduating from Libertyville High School, Katie went on to earn her Bachelor of Science from Illinois
State University, her Master of Arts in Teaching from Dominican University, and her Master of Arts in
Educational Leadership from Northeastern Illinois University. Before joining Grant, she served as the
K-12 Teaching and Learning Coordinator for Math & MTSS at District 116, following roles as a Math
Curriculum & Instruction Specialist, Instructional Coach, and elementary teacher. This year, she is
excited to collaborate with our educators, strengthen our MTSS systems, and help ensure every
student has the academic, behavioral, and social-emotional support they need to thrive.
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We are excited to welcome Jenny Hoy as the newest addition to our Student Services team! After
graduating from Lake Park High School, Jenny earned her bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Roosevelt University, her master’s degree in school psychology from Northern Illinois University, and
her Type 75 endorsement in Educational Administration from Aurora University. She brings extensive
experience to Grant, having served as a School Psychologist, Special Education Coordinator,
Special Education Division Chair, and District Psychologist in several school districts throughout the
area. This year, she will serve as a School Psychologist, where she is excited to work with high
school students and be part of the support teams that help them succeed.

Bulldogs on Staff

After two years as a full-time building substitute, Jesse James is taking on a new role at Grant as a
member of our English Learner Department! After graduating from Grant in 2020, Jesse went on to
attend Elmhurst University, where he played baseball and earned his bachelor’s degree in
Secondary History Education. He is currently pursuing his graduate degree in ESL at National Louis
University. This year, he will teach EL Resource and co-teach Earth Science. In his new role, Jesse is
excited to approach learning from a different perspective and find new ways to connect content to
his students’ backgrounds and cultures. As a proud Grant graduate, he is especially excited for the
opportunity to give back to the community that gave him so much as a student.

Military
As part of federal legislation, schools are required to release directory information for all students as requested by military
recruiters. Student Directory Information includes the student’s name, address, and phone number. Parents have the right to
request that this information not be disclosed without written consent. If a parent wishes not to disclose directory
information about their student, direct a written or email request to awhilelm@grantbulldogs.org by October 2, 2026.
There is no reason for you to give a written or email request for your student if you already have done so.  The written or
email request will remain on file for the remainder of the student’s high school career. 

Public & Local Use
Parents/guardians who wish to restrict the use of their student’s directory information (name, image, etc.) in District
publications and communication tools must complete the GCHS District 124 Student Image & Information Opt-Out Form for
the 2026–2027 school year. This form must be submitted to the Main Office annually. The form allows families to request
that their child’s image not be used in electronic, video, or print materials, with limited exceptions such as public
events/performances and the school yearbook (unless otherwise indicated). Please note that the District cannot control
images taken by outside individuals or organizations.

Student Directory Information

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1786117104/grantlakek12ilus/fsgr8rd7auhhkmvchsw9/GCHSDistrict124StudentImageInformationOpt-OutForm2026-2027-Combined.pdf
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Congratulations to McKenna Arnold for representing Grant Community High School at the FCCLA
National Conference in Washington, D.C.! Competing in the STAR Leadership event, McKenna
earned a spot in the top 10 in the nation, showcasing her dedication, skill, and hard work. Her
achievement highlights the talent and commitment of our students on a national stage, and we are
proud to celebrate her success as a Bulldog.

Bulldog Happenings

Our Business Bulldogs represented Grant at FBLA Nationals in San Antonio, Texas! 
Ryan Kadlec and Gainele Muntu competed in Business Ethics, Jay Pole competed in
Retail Management, and Chase Muir and Piotr Schab competed in Data Analysis.
Special congratulations to Chase and Piotr, who advanced to the finals and finished
among the Top 14 teams in the nation in Data Analysis! Beyond competition, our
Bulldogs also had the opportunity to explore San Antonio and even experience their 
first rodeo. Congratulations to all of our competitors on an outstanding week and for
representing Grant with pride! 

                                               The Marching Bulldogs are gearing up for an exciting season after experiencing a
                                               tremendous increase in participation. This year, the band welcomed more than 20 new
                                               members, bringing new energy and excitement to the program.

                                               The band has already had a strong start to the season. This summer, the Marching Band
                                               earned second place in the Celebrate the Fox Lake Parade, giving the group an exciting
                                               opportunity to showcase its hard work. Since then, members have continued putting in the
                                               work throughout the summer and during band camp as they prepare for this year's field
                                               show, “It’s Not a Phase.” The show will feature a collection of rock favorites, including
                                               “Creep” by Radiohead, “All the Small Things” and 
“Rock Show” by Blink-182, and “Light ’em Up” by Fall Out Boy.

With more than 20 new members joining the program and countless hours of 
preparation already behind them, the Marching Band is ready to take the field 
and rock the season. We can't wait to see them perform!
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Parent University is a series of workshops and events designed to support parents, 
guardians, and caregivers. Pre-registration is encouraged but not required. 

RSVP by completing our Parent University Registration Form.

Parent University
Working together to create success for your student.

Most events run from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A reminder Skyward message will be emailed to parents the week before the event.
Any available recordings and resources can be found on the Parent University webpage on the GCHS website. Parents and
caregivers are encouraged to attend all or drop in for a single event.

September 9, 2026 - College 101 & Financial Aid (Juniors & Seniors)
October 14, 2026 - Collaborative Conversations on Career Paths

November 4, 2026 - AP & Dual Credit Night
December 2, 2026 - Mental Health Awareness

January 2027 - What parents need to know (online)
February 24, 2027 - Career & Technical Education

April 21, 2027 - Financial Aid Night (All Students & Parents)

Our current world is constantly changing based on technological developments. The digital landscape in 2026 looks vastly
different than at the turn of the 21st century. It is imperative for schools, together with parents/caregivers, to know how to
protect our students and teach them how to responsibly and appropriately utilize technology.

An important tool to help parents and caregivers of high school students navigate the challenges of today’s digital world is
Raising Digitally Responsible Youth, which can be found on our school website under the Family Resources tab. The resource
offers important information and conversation starters to help families support responsible, safe, and thoughtful technology
and social media use, while encouraging teens to develop good judgment and make positive choices online. Parents can
use the guide to learn more about the digital environments their teens encounter, start meaningful conversations at home,
and revisit topics as new situations or technologies arise.

Online Safety

Connect with GCHS
TEAM Live is back! 
Every Friday we are
bringing announcements
straight to your TEAM room
beginning at 8:40 AM. If
you ever miss a TEAM Live
or are looking for more
information, check out our
Digital Announcements. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejWUph-N3GWDxa_3yC8r4wcW2goBcKaD2kAuUmQXvZaxwGoQ/viewform
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1788201292/grantlakek12ilus/hs2ddczaombujqbl2h8p/RaisingDigitallyResponsibleYouth.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD341LzdfskhBawdl0gNWcxwUS8Np0WHV
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/about-gchs/announcements
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In June, the Grant Community High School Board of Education approved the establishment of 
an official Girls Wrestling program at GCHS. While girls have been participating in wrestling 
at Grant for many years, the creation of a dedicated program represents an important step in 
further supporting and growing girls wrestling in our community.

We are excited to announce Michael Gaughan as the first Head Girls Wrestling Coach in 
Grant history. Gaughan has been a coach in the Grant wrestling program for many years 
and has played an important role in working with the girls as the program has grown over 
the past several seasons. In addition to his coaching experience, Gaughan serves as a social 
worker at GCHS, bringing his experience working with and supporting students to his role 
as head coach.

We are excited to see the Girls Wrestling program continue to grow and look forward to the start of the season under
Coach Gaughan's leadership. We are proud to provide our girls wrestlers with a program of their own and can't wait to
see what this next chapter brings for Grant Wrestling.

Gaughan Selected as Head Girls Wrestling Coach
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Subject Area Location Hours of Operation

Art 108 TEAM

EL 279 TEAM

English 241 Period 1, TEAM, 3-11

French 292 TEAM

Health & Wellness Gymnasium TEAM

Math 157
163 (TEAM only) Period 1, TEAM, 3-11

Music 143 TEAM

Science 187 TEAM

Social Studies 241 TEAM

Spanish 290 TEAM

Testing Center Library Period 1, TEAM, 3-11

Interested in getting involved and helping make a difference in your class? Class Council meetings are held on the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of each month. Students are encouraged to attend and get involved in planning activities, sharing ideas, and
representing their class.

Freshman Class Council: Room 231 at 7:15 AM
Sophomore Class Council: Room 216 at 7:15 AM
Junior Class Council: Room 221 at 7:10 AM
Senior Class Council: Room 284 at 7:10 AM

Come be part of the conversation and help make this a great year for your class!

Student Academic Support Opportunities

Get Involved & Join Your Class Council
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With so much happening in the world of higher education and in our workforce, make sure to check out the College &
Career Center Newsletter webpage every month for assistance with navigating the opportunities available to you. If you
are looking for guidance regarding your post-high school plans, contact Mrs. Masura and set up an appointment today. 

College & Career Center

https://app.smore.com/n/zr2ua
https://app.smore.com/n/zr2ua
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The next administration of language proficiency testing for the State Seal of Biliteracy is on Friday, October 2, 2026. 
The Seal of Biliteracy is a recognition for students who demonstrate proficiency in English and one or more other
languages. When earned, the Seal of Biliteracy will appear on the student’s official transcript and diploma. Students who
earn the Seal of Biliteracy are also allowed to earn early college credit. All public colleges and universities in the State of
Illinois have criteria for how this credit is awarded. Students should reference the college or university website for their
criteria about how the specific institution recognizes the Seal of Biliteracy for college credit. 

To qualify for the State Seal of Biliteracy, a Grant student must accomplish one of the 
following to demonstrate proficiency in English: 

Earn a minimum of 18 or above on the ELA with writing portion of the ACT
Earn a minimum score of 4.8 on the ACCESS test 
Earn a score of 4 or 5 on the AP English and Language Composition Exam
Earn a minimum score of I-5 on the AAPPL English Test 

To demonstrate proficiency in another language, each student must also meet one of the 
following criteria: 

Earn a minimum score of I-5 on the AAPPL test in the chosen language 
Earn a score of 4 or 5 on an AP Language and Culture Exam (Spanish, French, Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese)

Upcoming AAPPL Testing:
Date:  Friday, October 2, 2026 
Location: Lecture Hall 
Start Time: 7:40 AM 

Students wishing to earn the Seal of Biliteracy are encouraged to discuss the opportunity with their counselor and/or
language teacher. The AAPPL test fee is $20. To review fees and pay for your test, visit RevTrak. To register for the test,
please also complete the Seal of Biliteracy Language Proficiency Exam Registration as soon as possible. Language
registration deadlines vary and are located on the registration form. 

Seal of Biliteracy

The old Skyward as well as the new Qmlativ allow parents/guardians to set up an auto-replenishment for students' food
service accounts. Here is how to set that up:

1.Log in to your Skyward/Qmlativ account.
2.Click the Food Service tab.
3. In the top right-hand corner, click Make a Payment.
4.You will be directed to RevTrak. Please log in 
5.Select the option to Set Up Auto-Replenishment/Manage Auto Replenish.
6.Make sure Auto-Replenishment is toggled to enabled
7.Enter your payment information and choose your preferred payment method.
8.Then save your information, and you are all set! 

We have also determined that if you previously had auto-replenishment set up on your student’s food service account, you
will need to re-enter your payment information and select your preferred payment option following the conversion to
Qmlativ. The previous auto-replenishment information did not transfer over with the system conversion. Please be sure to
update this information to ensure funds continue to be automatically added to your student account as needed.

Auto-Replenishing Your Student's Food Service Account

https://grant.revtrak.net/seal-of-biliteracy-testing/#/list
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea4tOG5XLVulIJu2gKXtgV4aCirbrb_DOwVhtHjlwUDAew4w/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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The Play That Goes Wrong

Grant Community High School is proud to continue its partnership with the Lake County Health 
Department to protect students from the risks of drug and alcohol use. Together, we provide 
resources and empower teens to make healthy, informed choices.

Parents play a critical role in prevention. Research shows it’s more effective to have 60 
one-minute conversations with your child than one long 60-minute talk. The goal of this year’s 
campaign is to help students understand the importance of identifying a trusted adult they can 
turn to for support, guidance, and honest conversations—helping reduce their risk of substance 
use and other risky behaviors. We’re also inviting students to join our Youth Advisory Council—
a chance to share their voices, create impactful campaigns, and develop leadership skills. 
Interested students should be on the lookout for a sign-up link on their TEAM Schoology page.

Thank you for partnering with us to keep our school community safe and healthy!

For more information, please contact the following people. 
Amanda Bilbrey - Health Educator (abilbrey@grantbulldogs.org)
Tisha Eisenmenger - Drug and Alcohol Counselor (teisenmenger@grantbulldogs.org)
Paul Bravo - Lake County Health Department (PBravo2@lakecountyil.gov) 

Partnering for Teen Safety

                                                                              Get ready for an unforgettable night of non-stop comedy as Grant
                                                                              Theatre proudly presents The Play That Goes Wrong (High School
                                                                              Edition)! Originally written by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer, and
                                                                              Henry Shields of the Mischief Theatre Company, this hilarious show
                                                                              follows an ill-fated theatre group as they attempt to stage a classic
                                                                              1920s murder mystery, only to encounter a series of catastrophic
                                                                              mishaps. A true global phenomenon, the original production has
                                                                              been thrilling audiences in London since 2012—where it won Best
New Comedy at the 2015 Laurence Olivier Awards—before launching five UK tours, a hit Broadway run from 2017 to
2019, and a successful off-Broadway continuation. 

Part Monty Python, part Sherlock Holmes, this Olivier Award-winning whodunit has everything you never wanted in a
show: an unconscious leading lady, a corpse that can’t play dead, collapsing sets, missing props, and actors who trip over
everything from the scenery to their own lines. Behind the scenes, our frantic student tech crew fights to keep the set
standing, while on stage, the accident-prone thespians battle against all odds, medical advice, and the laws of physics to
reach their final curtain call. The scenery may shatter, and dignity will certainly be lost, but our amazingly talented cast is
determined to push through the madness for an evening of pure, unadulterated disaster that is guaranteed to leave you
aching with laughter! 

Come out and support our hard-working Grant Theatre Family as they attempt to survive the chaos. Tickets go on sale
November 1st—Opening night is Thursday, November 12th, 7pm. So, mark your calendars, gather your friends, and
secure your seats for a night of epic theatrical fun you won't want to miss! 

Follow our Instagram: @grant_theatre
Follow our YouTube Channel: @GrantTheatre1936

mailto:abilbrey@grantbulldogs.org
mailto:teisenmenger@grantbulldogs.org
mailto:PBravo2@lakecountyil.gov
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Keep It RED
It may be a new year, but the message remains the same: Bulldogs Keep It RED! At the start of every school year, we roll
out several lessons that teach our Bulldogs what it means to Keep It RED, how they can earn/redeem Bulldog Bucks, and
what student behaviors are expected. At Grant, we have built a culture around being respectful, engaged, and dependable
(RED). We expect our students to display those three characteristics in all areas of the school and while representing Grant.
These expectations go further than our building and will most likely follow you throughout your entire life. To aid in the
understanding and development of these attributes, our PBIS Committee has implemented strategies and programs that
make Grant a great place for students to thrive.

In addition to these lessons, we are in the middle of our Be On Time Challenge. This challenge pushes students to exhibit
RED behaviors by showing up to their classes on time. By showing up to class on time, they are respectful of academic
time, can be fully engaged in the curriculum, and are seen as dependable students to all. For this challenge, we are
offering an ice cream party to the grade level with the lowest number of tardies, as well as Bulldog Cup Points. Along with
the grade level prize, all students with zero tardies will be entered into a raffle to win Homecoming tickets. This challenge is
running through September 4, so keep an eye out for an announcement soon regarding our winners! 

Throughout the year, we will highlight students and staff who are Keeping It RED through our X account, @KeepingItRED.
Make sure to follow us for updates! 

https://x.com/KeepingItRED
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On-Campus Reports
If a student reports an instance of a sexual assault that occurred on campus, parents are immediately notified, as well as
the police/authorities and our Student Services Team (SST). While our SST members legally cannot discuss specific details
about the accusation, they work to support the student involved and address the trauma associated with the accusation.
Police take on the role of notifying the advocacy center for the victim to set up an interview to protect the integrity of the
investigation. In Illinois, when there is an allegation of child sexual abuse or severe physical abuse, children are referred to
a local Child Advocacy Center (CAC). There, an interview is conducted in a child-friendly environment by a trained
professional who knows the right questions to ask in a way that does not re-traumatize the child. If the alleged sexual
assault occurred on campus or at a school-sponsored event, the District would consult and coordinate with local law
enforcement. The District’s own internal investigation can not interfere with an ongoing criminal investigation. If the
authorities can prove misconduct took place on school grounds or at a school-sponsored event, consequences are issued at
a school level and in accordance with District 124 policies and procedures. GCHS always has and will continue to adhere
to all court orders and any legal rulings affecting the students involved.

Off-Campus Reports
When students report instances of sexual assault occurring off campus, the police/authorities are notified immediately, and
an interview is set up with the advocacy center. In Illinois, when there is an allegation of child sexual abuse or severe
physical abuse, children are referred to a local Child Advocacy Center (CAC). There, an interview is conducted in a child-
friendly environment by a trained professional who knows the right questions to ask in a way that does not re-traumatize
the child. When reports of sexual violence are made, our SST members are available to support students, connect students
with community resources, and provide supports and options for students to consider while the criminal investigation is
ongoing, including a modified school day, modified schedule, etc. All students do have equal access to public education,
and all individuals are presumed innocent until proven guilty. The District will strictly adhere to court orders and any legal
rulings affecting the students involved. 

Additional Resources for Students
To help bridge the gap of trust and support for our students, we have a standing partnership with the Zacharias Sexual
Abuse Center (ZCenter). ZCenter seeks to provide quality, comprehensive, client-centered services to survivors of sexual
assault and abuse. Students needing additional support outside of SST can reach out to their Red Team members for more
information or visit zcenter.org to connect with a Zacharias member. In addition, we are always willing to change
schedules, provide tutoring, set up safe routes, allow students to leave class early, etc., and to provide other support to the
student while cases are pending.

Law Enforcement Non-Emergency Lines:
Fox Lake Police Department: 847-587-3100                          Lake Villa Police Department: 847-356-6106
Lakemoor Police Department: 815-385-4111                        Round Lake Police Department: 847-546-8112
Round Lake Heights Police Department: 847-546-9704          Round Lake Beach Police Department: 847-270-9111
Spring Grove Police Department: 815-338-2145
Lake County Sheriff’s Office, serves unincorporated areas: Business Hours: 847-377-4000
Non-Business Hours: 847-377-4188

 1 While the investigative process is consistent in every situation, consequences may differ depending on the outcome of each individual investigation.

Grant Community High School District 124 is committed to providing an educational environment free of verbal, physical, or other conduct or communications constituting harassment based on
sex as defined and otherwise prohibited by state and federal law. As stated in School Board Policy 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited) and School Board Policy 2:265 (Title IX Sexual
Harassment Grievance Procedure), students are encouraged to report claims or incidences of bullying, intimidation, harassment, sexual harassment, or any other prohibited conduct to the
Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Principal, Assistant Principals, Deans, a Complaint Manager, or any staff member with whom the student is comfortable speaking. GCHS also complies with
Erin’s Law (Illinois Public Act 097-1147) by providing sexual abuse prevention education for all students enrolled in Health classes.

Process for Reporting Sexual Assault



28

September
Sept. 2            School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
Sept. 7            Labor Day, No School
Sept. 8            First Generation Bulldogs Meeting
Sept. 9            School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
                      Parent University: College 101 & Financial Aid
Sept. 11          Progress Report
Sept. 16          School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
Sept. 23          School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
                      Homecoming Block Party & Flag Football Game
                      Seal of Biliteracy Fall Administration Registration Deadline
Sept. 24          Board of Education Meeting
                      Hall of Fame Induction
Sept. 25          Homecoming Football Game
Sept. 26          Homecoming Parade & Dance
Sept. 29          Picture Day
Sept. 30          School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
 
October
Oct. 1             Picture Day
Oct. 2             Seal of Biliteracy Testing - Fall Administration
Oct. 7             School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
Oct. 8             Cheer Spaghetti Dinner
Oct. 9             Institute Day, No Student Attendance
Oct. 12           Columbus Day, No School
Oct. 13           PreACT Testing
Oct. 14           School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
                      Parent University: Collaborative Conversations on Career Paths
Oct. 15           Progress Report
                      Board of Education Meeting
                      Fall Choir Concert
Oct. 17           National ACT Testing at GCHS
Oct. 21           School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
                      NMSQT Testing
Oct. 22           Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences, 5:00-8:00 PM
Oct. 23           Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences, 8:00-11:00 AM
                      No Student Attendance
Oct. 28           School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 AM Flex Time Start
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	Student of the Month
	Derrick Rios
	The Grant Community High School September Student of the
	Month is senior Derrick Rios, son of Isela and Juan Rios of Round
	Lake. Derrick is a dynamic and exceptionally involved senior at
	GCHS who exemplifies the core values of school spirit, academic
	achievement, and service. Derrick maintains an impressive 4.876
	GPA and has consistently earned Honor Roll each semester of his
	high school career. His academic record includes AP Language &
	Composition, selection for Boys State, the Golden Globe Award,
	and recognition as both a Scholar-Athlete and an NLCC
	All-Academic honoree. Additionally, Derrick has stepped into
	major student leadership roles, serving as Vice President of the
	National Honor Society (NHS) for the 2025/26 school year and
	President for the 2026/27 school year.
	Derrick’s high school career is defined by extraordinary involvement in the performing arts, athletics, and school culture. In choir, he serves as Section Leader, has qualified twice for All-District, and achieved All-State. He is also an Anthem Singer, performs in quartets, and placed second and third in the "Grant's Got Talent" showcase. Beyond music, Derrick plays Boys Volleyball, earning the Bulldog Award at school while serving as Captain for his club volleyball team. He served as a manager for the Girls Volleyball team, and his high-energy leadership extends across campus as Hype Master and through active participation in TEAM Live and the Dawg Pound.
	Service is deeply central to Derrick’s impact on his community. Through the Choir Leadership Team, NHS, and local initiatives, he has volunteered for the Veterans Day EXPO, Adopt-a-Highway cleanups, morning pledges, concessions, Grant Fall Fest, Fox Lake Pumpkin Fest, and a fundraiser for Colonia Benito Juarez. Beyond school events, he has proudly participated in four Quinceañeras for friends and family during his high school years. Looking ahead, Derrick plans to attend a four-year university to become a Physician Assistant specializing in Pediatric Oncology, all while continuing his passion for choir throughout college.
	Derrick hopes to serve as a benchmark and inspiration for his peers to surpass. He aims to show underclassmen that by upholding the Bulldog values of being respectful, engaged, and dependable, they can break through barriers and achieve their highest goals. Reflecting on how he once looked up to the Student of the Month wall and senior leaders himself, Derrick wants to empower every student to look at their own dreams and say, "I can do that."

	Board of Education
	Ivy Fleming
	Laurie Hembrey
	Ed Lescher
	Bob Yanik
	Kathy Kusiak, President
	John Jared, Vice President
	Shelly Booth, Secretary


	Welcome Bulldogs!
	Leave Your Print at GCHS
	Hall of Fame
	Grant Community High School is pleased to announce the selection of
	Mr. Rich Becmer and Mr. Lee Oler, posthumously, to the Hall of Fame.

	Our “Times Square at Midnight” Homecoming week is approaching quickly! It’s a week jam-packed with dress-up days and events, during and after school. Hopefully, everyone can join in and show their Bulldog spirit between September 21st and September 26th!
	The week will kick off on Monday with “City That Never Sleeps”. Put on your best pajamas and let’s get this party started! From 7:40-9:25 AM, seniors will be out in the community painting windows of local businesses.
	Tuesday is “Giants, Knicks, Oh My!” This is your time to rep your favorite sports team and show off how big of a fan you are. Whether it’s a New York team, the Cubs, or your hometown Bulldogs, we can’t wait to see whom you’re cheering for. Tuesday is also the last day for seniors to vote for Homecoming Royalty!
	Wednesday is "XOXO Gossip Girl". Get creative and dress as your type! When classes are done, students are welcome to join us for our annual Block Party! Our Block Party, sponsored by the Bulldog Boosters and Student Class Councils, will take place between 3:30-5:00 PM outside the fieldhouse. This event is free to students, and food, games, and face painting will be available. Following the Block Party, we will cheer on our Flag Football program as they battle against Mundelein.
	On Thursday, dress for “Save the City”. Dress as your favorite superhero, but leave the mask behind and let your true identity be known.
	And of course, Friday is “The Big Apple”. Break out your best spirit wear! Wear as much spirit wear as you can! There will be a pep assembly during school to get everyone pumped up for the football games that night! Homecoming Court will be announced before the Varsity Football game. Varsity Flag Football plays at 4:45 PM, and the Varsity Football game kicks off at 7:00 PM.
	The fun doesn’t stop there! Our Homecoming parade starts at 9:00 AM on Saturday for the whole community to watch. If you would like to be in the parade, please fill out the Parade Entry Form. There will also be building tours for alumni and community members starting at 10:30 AM. Later that night is the Homecoming dance from 7:00-10:00 PM.
	Saturday evening, the students of Grant look to celebrate victory with the Homecoming dance at 7:00 PM in the Field House. Students can purchase tickets to the dance at the school bookstore from 7:30 AM-3:00 PM starting on Monday, September 21. Tickets are $15.00 per person. PRIOR to purchasing a ticket. Tickets WILL NOT be sold at the door. Anyone attending the dance should review the Dance Policy and Dress Code.
	With everything going on during the week, make sure you enjoy the fun! Any questions regarding Homecoming should be addressed to Ms. Payton Montemayor (pmontemayor@grantbulldogs.org) or Ms. Kayla Radtke (kradtke@grantbulldogs.org).
	School Safety
	Artist Statement - Kayli Brook
	Special Education Requests
	Student Online Personal Protection Act
	Bulldogs on Staff
	Bulldogs on Staff
	Student Directory Information
	Military
	Public & Local Use

	Bulldog Happenings
	Online Safety
	Our current world is constantly changing based on technological developments. The digital landscape in 2026 looks vastly different than at the turn of the 21st century. It is imperative for schools, together with parents/caregivers, to know how to protect our students and teach them how to responsibly and appropriately utilize technology.
	An important tool to help parents and caregivers of high school students navigate the challenges of today’s digital world is Raising Digitally Responsible Youth, which can be found on our school website under the Family Resources tab. The resource offers important information and conversation starters to help families support responsible, safe, and thoughtful technology and social media use, while encouraging teens to develop good judgment and make positive choices online. Parents can use the guide to learn more about the digital environments their teens encounter, start meaningful conversations at home, and revisit topics as new situations or technologies arise.

	Parent University
	Working together to create success for your student.
	Parent University is a series of workshops and events designed to support parents,
	guardians, and caregivers. Pre-registration is encouraged but not required.
	RSVP by completing our Parent University Registration Form.
	Most events run from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. A reminder Skyward message will be emailed to parents the week before the event. Any available recordings and resources can be found on the Parent University webpage on the GCHS website. Parents and caregivers are encouraged to attend all or drop in for a single event.
	September 9, 2026 - College 101 & Financial Aid (Juniors & Seniors)
	October 14, 2026 - Collaborative Conversations on Career Paths
	November 4, 2026 - AP & Dual Credit Night
	December 2, 2026 - Mental Health Awareness
	January 2027 - What parents need to know (online)
	February 24, 2027 - Career & Technical Education
	April 21, 2027 - Financial Aid Night (All Students & Parents)


	Connect with GCHS
	Gaughan Selected as Head Girls Wrestling Coach
	Student Academic Support Opportunities
	Subject Area
	Location
	Hours of Operation
	TEAM
	EL
	TEAM
	TEAM
	TEAM
	TEAM
	TEAM
	TEAM
	TEAM

	Get Involved & Join Your Class Council
	College & Career Center
	Seal of Biliteracy
	Auto-Replenishing Your Student's Food Service Account
	The Play That Goes Wrong
	Partnering for Teen Safety
	Keep It RED
	Process for Reporting Sexual Assault
	On-Campus Reports
	If a student reports an instance of a sexual assault that occurred on campus, parents are immediately notified, as well as the police/authorities and our Student Services Team (SST). While our SST members legally cannot discuss specific details about the accusation, they work to support the student involved and address the trauma associated with the accusation. Police take on the role of notifying the advocacy center for the victim to set up an interview to protect the integrity of the investigation. In Illinois, when there is an allegation of child sexual abuse or severe physical abuse, children are referred to a local Child Advocacy Center (CAC). There, an interview is conducted in a child-friendly environment by a trained professional who knows the right questions to ask in a way that does not re-traumatize the child. If the alleged sexual assault occurred on campus or at a school-sponsored event, the District would consult and coordinate with local law enforcement. The District’s own internal investigation can not interfere with an ongoing criminal investigation. If the authorities can prove misconduct took place on school grounds or at a school-sponsored event, consequences are issued at a school level and in accordance with District 124 policies and procedures. GCHS always has and will continue to adhere to all court orders and any legal rulings affecting the students involved.

	Off-Campus Reports
	When students report instances of sexual assault occurring off campus, the police/authorities are notified immediately, and an interview is set up with the advocacy center. In Illinois, when there is an allegation of child sexual abuse or severe physical abuse, children are referred to a local Child Advocacy Center (CAC). There, an interview is conducted in a child-friendly environment by a trained professional who knows the right questions to ask in a way that does not re-traumatize the child. When reports of sexual violence are made, our SST members are available to support students, connect students with community resources, and provide supports and options for students to consider while the criminal investigation is ongoing, including a modified school day, modified schedule, etc. All students do have equal access to public education, and all individuals are presumed innocent until proven guilty. The District will strictly adhere to court orders and any legal rulings affecting the students involved.

	Additional Resources for Students
	To help bridge the gap of trust and support for our students, we have a standing partnership with the Zacharias Sexual Abuse Center (ZCenter). ZCenter seeks to provide quality, comprehensive, client-centered services to survivors of sexual assault and abuse. Students needing additional support outside of SST can reach out to their Red Team members for more information or visit zcenter.org to connect with a Zacharias member. In addition, we are always willing to change schedules, provide tutoring, set up safe routes, allow students to leave class early, etc., and to provide other support to the student while cases are pending.

	Law Enforcement Non-Emergency Lines:
	Fox Lake Police Department: 847-587-3100                          Lake Villa Police Department: 847-356-6106
	Lakemoor Police Department: 815-385-4111                        Round Lake Police Department: 847-546-8112
	Round Lake Heights Police Department: 847-546-9704          Round Lake Beach Police Department: 847-270-9111
	Spring Grove Police Department: 815-338-2145
	Lake County Sheriff’s Office, serves unincorporated areas: Business Hours: 847-377-4000
	Non-Business Hours: 847-377-4188
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