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The MakeWaves Monthly

We develop students to become the best versions of the world, so they can transfer the world.

Superintendents’ Message

Welcome Back To School! As we wrap up the first month of the new school year, we want to take a moment to

sincerely thank our dedicated parents, teachers, faculty, and staff for your enthusiasm, support, and hard work.

It has been truly energizing to see our schools come alive with the smiling faces of our exceptional students GIRL
and families. Your commitment to fostering a positive, engaging, and personalized learning environment sets i
the tone for a rewarding and inspiring year ahead. We are excited about the opportunities for growth, learning, B e
and shared success that lie before us. As we move forward together, let’s continue working hand in hand to SOPHA BAVR
provide our students with the very best education and support possible —creating an environment where every

child can thrive Join Us This September! Tuesday Talk, September 8 at 8:30am,Wave Center for Learning,

Tuesday Tour at GSMS, September 15 at 9:00am, Join our student ambassadors for the Community Supply

Drive starting September 8th!!and Tuesday Tour at GSHS, September 22 at 9:00am

Here’s to a fantastic school year filled with achievements, laughter, learning, and lasting memories!

Dr. Matt Akin, Superintendent

Dr. Stephanie Harrison, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction & Innovation
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Health & Wellness Athletics

The monthly Bike Train has its ride in August. Join the
Bike Train if you are interested in riding to school once
or twice a month.Click on the link to find out more
and to sign up: Bike Train 2026-2027

Congratulations to the GSMS Cross Country team for
running hard at St. Paul's Banana Relay in Stockton
this weekend. Special shout-out to Kirra Carney for
her 3rd place win with a 6:50 second mile time! We
are proud of our team and all of their hard work so far
this season!

Arts Education Teaching & Learning

Congratulations to all that came out to Radium Girls
Auditions at GSHS! We are so excited to get started
on this show.

Mrs. Payne’s class loved starting counting collections
this week! Working and learning together!
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https://www.gsboe.org/about-gscs/engaging-stakeholders/wellness/physical-wellness
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S'mores on the Shore

Lainey in Mrs. Taylor’s class was
excited to share her Jj day treat:
Jello Jellyfish! Yummmm!



https://www.gsboe.org/
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Dr. Sonya Price, Director of Exceptional Education,
presented at ALSDE MEGA Conference 2026. It was
an event filled with learning and connecting with
educators and colleagues from across the state! It
was a pleasure to co-facilitate with educational
partners. Here’s to a great school year!

Fresh new NIKE uniforms came in for the GSHS

Volleyball players!
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GULF SHORES
CITY SCHOOLS STUDENT

GULF SHORES MIDDLE SCHOOL
OR GULF SHORES HIGH SCHOOL

SUPPORT YOUR TEAM. PASSES CAN BE
PURCHASED ON

Go Potrwns! | B

AUGUST 2026

STRENGTHENING TH
PATHWAY 10 :

NATIONAL BOARD
CERTIFICATION

READY SET CODE

~ cometo lge Iwgeh m cnmﬁel@ uun v<9ur rohot!
Division-age groups grades 3rd-5th 6th-8th ;mn -12th
Open to community, public/private schools, homeschools, and civic-organizations!
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== <A retro-styled robotics ©

Details: challenge is released oncthe questions:
— day offcompetition. Challenges — .

Date: October 3rd PACYSy P Jamie Mctlung

N . Q B
Place: Gull Shores ‘ d°on cla'ssu:,. n?stalglc imeclung@gsboe.org
Middle School board games. Size limit of your

Cost: $125/team robot is limited to 13x13x13 and
run missions fully autonomous.

Tyler Morgan
tmorgan@gshoe.org
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Gulf Shores High School’s HYPERWAVE Robotics lit up Discovery Saturday at the Emerald Coast Science Center.
Students engineered spinning tops—“Beyblades,” as they proudly renamed them —powered by Spike Prime
Rippers, and every design brought its own flair and chaos. Even our robo-dog, Phin, was impressed... he spent the
afternoon tilting his head in curiosity at their wild inventions.
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Introducing the Varsity Lineup for School Resource Officers, 2026-2027 Season.

This year, the Dolphin tradition continues with a lineup that blends returning talent, rising stars, and the same Gulf
Shores spirit students have come to love.

Sergeant Chad Lambert — returning as the General Manager of the team.

Still the undisputed reigning king of the term “jack wagon,” most likely to show up in cowboy boots with Glen
Campbell's Wichita Lineman on his party playlist. Poised and ready to belt out the National Anthem at any sporting
event. His fair-weather motorcycle days may be behind him, but his leadership keeps the SRO squad running like a
championship program.

Officer Mike Drummond — starting again at Gulf Shores High School.

Last year’s seventh-season veteran is now entering another year of service, still standing at 6'5" and our first pick for
any pickup basketball game. Students continue to call him “Big Bird,” and his legendary first-pitch strike reputation
remains untouched. Thirty-plus years in law enforcement and still going strong. Don't be offended if he calls you
"Buttercup."

Officer Caleb Lyle — now in his sophomore season at Gulf Shores Middle School.

The rookie who once wrestled an alligator has quickly built a following. His enthusiasm, mustache and Coast Guard
Reserve/SWAT background made him a natural last year—and this year he’s stepping confidently into veteran
territory. His favorite season is summer.

Officer Tony “Three P’s” Pappas — returning for another year at Gulf Shores Elementary School.

His love of directing traffic in torrential downpours while performing his police-whistle cover of Coldplay’s “A Sky Full
of Stars” is back for another season. Despite his undeniable musical talent, he has yet to be signed by a major
recording label—a fact that shocks absolutely no one more than Tony himself. With 30 plus years in law enforcement
and a devaotion to Ohio State Football, Pappas continues to bring cardio, crowd control, and charisma to the
elementary campus.

Together, this year’s varsity lineup carries forward the community service, and high-energy tradition that made last
year’s school year unforgettable.

Gulf Shores students are once again in very good hands.

Go Dolphins!

Officer:

ieliylel
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Rising 6th grader,
Anders Kimball, spent
his Saturday evening
assembling new cubby
shelves for GSES
teachers. So proud of
the culture of service
and giving our school
district instills in
students.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who joined us at Shrimp Basket Gulf Shores for our GSMS Spirit Night!

We loved seeing our students, families, faculty, staff, and community come together for a fun evening while
supporting Gulf Shores Middle School. Your support means so much to us!

A special thank you to Shrimp Basket Gulf Shores for hosting us and giving back to our school. We are so grateful

for community partners who continue to support our Dolphins!
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Congratulations to Gulf Shores High School’s math
teacher and bus driver, Ms. Brandi Owens for being

named the Alabama Bus Driver of the Year AND to Mr.

Randy Carlisle for being named the Alabama
Transportation Director of the Year! Both awards were
given at the state conference earlier this summer. We
are extremely blessed to have such a dedicated team
transporting our students to and from school each
day! Make Waves!

AUGUST 2026

Zero Waste Zoo Bites is officially underway at GSES!
Gulf Shores Elementary is proud to take another step
toward sustainability! Students are collecting raw,
unbitten fruits and vegetables from the cafeteria that
would otherwise be thrown away and bringing them
to Mrs. Childress’s room.The donations then make
their way to the AL Gulf Coast Zoo, where they are
weighed, photographed, and shared with the animals.
Our goal? Feed animals, not landfills! We’re excited to
see our students turning food waste into something
meaningful for our community and our zoo animals!

_ FOOD SHARE
\, PROGRAM

GSMS loves participating in the Great Southeast Pollinator Census!
Students from Gulf Shores Middle School were on campus identifying, counting, and reporting on pollinator
species. Such a great way to get involved in citizen science and get outdoors!
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The annual GSHS Club Fair was held and was a huge hit! Ask your students which club interested them and what
their next step to get involved will be. We believe that students who are fully engaged in multiple areas at school
have a better experience! Thank you to Mr. Schaff and all the club sponsors and members for setting this
opportunity up for all students. Go Dolphins! Make Waves!

THE opEN
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Our PCT students took their skills out of the classroom for a little PPE Parade!

Learning the importance of proper personal protective equipment while showing off their healthcare-ready style!
Then it was time to Make Waves at the GSHS Club Fair! Students had the opportunity to explore all the clubs,
organizations, and activities available @gulfshoreshs —get involved, connect, make a difference.

Learning, teamwork, and school spirit all in one morning!

Dr. E. Gaylon McCollough
Prwfe S|on° Cewtew

GSVA students in grades 3, 4, and 5 gathered together at the Gulf Shores Interpretive Center for a lesson on
Alabama Sea Monsters!

10
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A Little Encouragement Goes a Long Way!

During Open House, our GSMS Media Center hosted a special letter-writing station where parents and guardians
could take a few minutes to write an encouraging note to their student.

We are excited to share that 68 letters were written! Each note was filled with words of encouragement, support, and
positivity for our Dolphins as they begin a new school year.

Thank you to all of our families who stopped by and helped make this activity such a success! We love finding simple
but meaningful ways to remind our students that they have an entire community cheering them on.

DATE %

GULF SHORES

GSES PTO Harvest Fest

Save the Date!

Friday, September 25th

5-8 pm

Upper Elementary Field

You won’t want to miss this family fun event!

1
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Gulf Shores Menu Feature: Made-From-Scratch Goodness

AUGUST 2026

Our cafeteria team served up a true comfort classic — homemade chicken pot pie crafted with a rich house-made
roux and topped with fresh-baked biscuits. Paired with freshly steamed carrots and a whole McLeod Farms peach,
this meal brings together warm flavors, bright colors, and local freshness.
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It’s TIME!!! Let’'s Make Waves!! Join us for
another unforgettable night with the Dolphin
Foundation for Education & Arts! New date,
new time, new location, same great reason 2026
Make Waves Benefit October 3, 2026!!
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,OCTOBER 3, 2026
—— Q Craft Farms Clubhsuse ——

GRAND TSUNAMI SPONSORSHIP
FOR 10 PEOPLE PER TABLE - $5,000

special VIP hour fealuring

* GSHS Culinary department

« Live entertainment

* Early access to silent auction items

* Premium swag bag

* Sponsor recognition before and during event

RIP TIDE SPONSORSHIP

FOR 8 TICKETS - $1,500

INCLUDES DINNER,

SPECIALTY COCKTAIL & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

« Signature swag bag

+ Sponsor recognition before and during event

©
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INDIVIDUAL TICKETS - $125
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, DINNER

AND SPECIALTY COCKTAIL

1S INCLUDED.

s | R . TR |

Silont ands
Live Auction

SUPPORTING GULF SHORES CITY SCHOOLS

OR SPONSORSHIP OR TICKETS PLEASE CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER,

VISIT OUR WEBSITE THEG!

OR CONTACT OUR DIRECTOR AT

_5))


https://www.facebook.com/thedolphinfoundation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa78KoYn14UzXwKn6KjS1OiglmNe6WC1Pmq0zeYwqC54QqUvyKfYYFoHiZ03P9K1RqVxRUcAbfAE2LqLxtalWxQjlQesE2jhQZKfvGmm3Dwrr5KDZrWuWvu4yuvg66bIH8IWoFEtL1aK071_YUe1Nbu4-Mul3hjD7f89IkjWOZXg54QTMAH-gr6_Ll1oI-c7uI&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/thedolphinfoundation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa78KoYn14UzXwKn6KjS1OiglmNe6WC1Pmq0zeYwqC54QqUvyKfYYFoHiZ03P9K1RqVxRUcAbfAE2LqLxtalWxQjlQesE2jhQZKfvGmm3Dwrr5KDZrWuWvu4yuvg66bIH8IWoFEtL1aK071_YUe1Nbu4-Mul3hjD7f89IkjWOZXg54QTMAH-gr6_Ll1oI-c7uI&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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First home game in the books for the GSHS Volleyball!
We’re so grateful for our new, beautiful building and the incredible space it is for our students, teachers, and staff. A

huge thank you to the Gulf Shores City Schools Board of Education for your continued oversight and care for our
schools, staff, and students. We’re thankful for the support that makes nights like this possible. And a special thank

you to GSHS Principal Tim Webb for taking the first serve!

F

The cadets at GSHS took a field trip to Naval Air Station Pensacola to visit the Naval Aviation Museum and watch
the Blue Angels.

13
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Make Waves Theatre Junior at GSMS has been talking about the 5 Aspects of Theatre, and this focus represents ENERGY!

PE, Ak

14
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GSMS is so proud of Mrs. Morales’ Sustainability students! During just the first full week of school, these students
have already been hard at work making a positive impact on our campus and community.

Students rolled up their sleeves to clean out our raised vegetable beds and also partnered with the Alabama
Extension Office to help count pollinators as part of an important community science project.

Check out a few photos of our Sustainability students in action!

15
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Our 7th grade World History students at GSMS are learning that how we map the world matters! Through hands-on
mapping activities, students are comparing a globe to different map projections and discovering how flat maps can
distort size, shape, distance, and direction.

One big question we explored: Does a map really show Earth’s 71% water and 29% land accurately?

Learning geography is more than reading a map—it’s understanding how maps shape the way we see our world!

Our Drivers Education classes at GSHS had a guest speaker this past week. Ms. Kelly Koncsol with the University of
Alabama's TRIP Lab presentation focused on preventing teen driver accidents and Minimizing distracted.

Roadmap

.
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#MAKEWAVES #6SVB

#MAKEWAVES #GSVB

#MAKEWAVES #GSVB

VOLLEYBALL

w

VOLLEYBALL

VOLLEYBALL

o
|—|—>ED-<m|—|—O<%

Teams

AMAKEWAVES #GSVB 7 #MAKEWAVES #GSVB

VOLLEYBALL VOLLEYBALL
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2026-2027 has officially started and Mrs. Canan’s class already has so many amazing things going on at GSMS!!!
New building, new classroom, new gyms, new friends, and new appliances!!! We hit the ground rolling washing
laundry, folding clothes, practicing ratios, enjoying break, learning about our school, reading stories, and enjoying PE
to name a few

e
e o
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First Grade Friends
A are the best in
‘5\1 Mrs. Helms’ class!

Mrs. Todd's Brew Crew, with help from

GSMS Cross Country team ran their season opener at Kadence, Drew, and Kinlee, delivered coffee
Admiral’s Twilight in Daphne. We are proud of our strong and treats with a smile this morning. Thanks
start to what’s shaping up to be a great season! Special to Beach Bums Coffee for partnering with us!

shoutout to 8th grader, Cameron Harrell, for breaking
our middle school record for the 3k!

19
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Visits with Phin in Ms. Van’s kindergarten class!

DAY OPPONENT | LOCATION THEME DRESS UP ATTIRE

8/21 PARKLANE THE HUNT BEGINS
@Ry | ROAY ACADEMY ) HOME CAMD @ o
828 | mow stesws | HOME | Gt | Q) s
| HARD HATS
ROYAL BLOODLINE ,
(9F{114) FRIDAY  SARALAND AWAY KINGS, QUEENS, CROWNS ;:mngum&

mg{g‘im FRIDAY  BLOUNT HOME mﬁ%géwﬁ 'E’E’éﬂ'ﬂiﬁf"‘
Q(F/JI)& FFRIDAV MURPHY AWAY ",‘,ﬂmg“cv VILLAINS
9/25 oA BYEWEEK  ----  BYEWEEK [——
BT B SSOWOT LD o
10/8 unw ELBERTA | HOME | PROTECT THE THRONE ScHonL PRI
10/15 FRIAY SPANISHFORT  AWAY LEGACY IN THE MAKING eRsers
10/23 uoay THEODORE  HOME  RULETHE SEAS 'i! —

10/30 BAYSIDE CROWN SECURED
o, M acaoewy  HOME o *

ONE TEAM. ONE TOWN. ONE DYNASTY.

FRIDAY

GSES is so excited to welcome our Mentor Math Specialist, Mrs. Andrea Robinson! As we launch our new roles as
OMI Building-Based Math Coaches, we are excited about the opportunity to learn, grow, and make a difference in
math instruction across our school. With Mrs. Robinson’s guidance, support, and expertise, | know we are going to
MAKE WAVES! Together, we will strengthen instruction, support our teachers, and ultimately make a lasting impact
on student learning.

Here’s to a new chapter, new opportunities, and making waves together!

[ ————————
/I MRKE WRVES! -
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We Proudly Recognize Our Newest Wellness Community Partnerships!
We’re excited to celebrate the incredible local businesses partnering with Gulf Shores City Schools to support
employee wellness and build a happy, healthy community of learners! These partners are offering exclusive

discounts, special memberships, and wellness opportunities for you!
A huge thank-you to our inaugural partners: Bodenhamer Recreation Center + COR Wellness * Glow Studio + Shop -
Iron Fortress Strength & Conditioning « MVP Fitness « MVMT Pilates « Mattox Johnson MVP Fitness + Neighborhood

Barre Gulf Shores

GULF SHORES

SCHOOLS

CITY

v
GULF/// SHORES

Bodenhamer Recreation Center

@R

WELLNESS

/

GSCS Nutrition &

DISCOUNT OFFER
The City of Gulf Shores offers Guif Shores City Schools employees a

per month.

NOTES

+ Re- quired each year to maintain your

+ Atthe end of the membership year, employees who average at least two
gym visits per week willreceive a ull reimbursement ($180).

DISCOUNT OFFER
10% off weight loss services including GLP-1 injections,
10% off hormone replacement therapies including pellets

NOTES

* Must present valid teacher ID at time of service, must follow
office policies for receiving services, cannot be combined with
any other discount or promotion.

DISCOUNT OFFER
New GSC imentary o and
movement assessment, plus 15% off personal training sessions for
their first 3 months.

NOTES
+ Offer is specific to Mattox MVP Fitness and sessions with Mattox only.
Available for new clients who are not currently training with Mattox. Standard
t after 3 months; modified or di h
reasonable notice.

DISCOUNT OFFER
5 sessions half off personal training and/or small
group training.

Take advantage of these local partner discounts!

discounted Recreation P: y ptember
1 through August 31 for $180 per year, deducted from your paycheck at $15

STUDIO + SHOP

MVMT

PILATES & WELLNESS
MVMT-PILATES.COM

AUGUST 2026

Wellness Committee (

AN

DISCOUNT OFFER

$99 discounted teacher monthly membership; first-timer
special: 30 days unlimited yoga, spin and barre for $69;

Back to School Teacher Class Pass: 10 classes for $149.
NOTES

+ Back to School special expires 9/6.

DISCOUNT OFFER

15% off our month-to-month membership

DISCOUNT OFFER

8 classes for $100 during your first month. After the introductory
month, teachers and school staff are eligible for a discounted
Unlimited Autodraft Membership for $175/month.

NOTES

year-round. Contact
purchase to apply discount.

« Scheduling is through the Mindbody app; pre-registration required
because the studio has 6 reformers.

Farrah King before

DISCOUNT OFFER

$20 off any monthly membership o class pack. Discounted pricing includes:
Unlimited month-to-month $139/month; 6 month $129/month; 12 month
$119/month; 4 classes/month $59; 10 class pack $179; 5 class pack $89.

NOTES
« Contact via email, text or call to claim your $20 off.

Thank you to our community partners for
supporting the wellness of GSCS employees!

oY%
(o)

Our GSHS Band ready for the 2026-2027 season!
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Thank you, First Presbyterian Church of Gulf Shores for passing out icy pops to our walkers leaving school! We
appreciate you opening your parking lot to our families so that children can have a short walk from the school to their
parents in the afternoons.

Learning is fun in the book boat named the

LeaderSHIP! = {ﬁg
-Mrs. Shoemaker’s Sailors /—l\ A =

22
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Class of 2027 started their day with their traditional Senior Sunrise bright and early!

- A ST

In 1926, radium was a miracle cure, Madame Curie an
international celebrity, and luminous watches the latest
rage—until the girls who painted them began to fall ill
with a mysterious disease. Inspired by a true story,
Radium Girls traces the efforts of Grace Fryer, a dial
painter, as she fights for her day in court. Her chief
adversary is her former employer, Arthur Roeder, an MAKE WAVES THEATRE
idealistic man who cannot bring himself to believe that .
the same element that shrinks tumors could have
anything to do with the terrifying rash of illnesses among
his employees. As the case goes on, however, Grace
finds herself battling not just with the U.S. Radium
Corporation but also with her own family and friends,
who fear that her campaign for justice will backfire. g
Written with warmth and humor, Radium Girls is a fast- «4% :
moving, highly theatrical ensemble piece for 10 actors, it
who play more than 30 parts—friends, coworkers, lovers, e
relatives, attorneys, scientists, consumer advocates, and
a myriad of interested bystanders. Called a "powerful”
and "engrossing" drama by critics, Radium Girls offers a
wry, unflinching look at the peculiarly American
obsessions with health, wealth and the commercialization
of science.

Any student at Gulf Shores High School can come
audition for this amazing play!

23



ISSUE 8




ISSUE 8 AUGUST 2026

Joseph and Mrs. Gerald are clearly enjoying
{ their lunchtime!

Our Dolphins are shining and ready to welcome
students back to Gulf Shores Middle School!

Traditional Bagel Rolling with Baking & Pastry!

25
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Welcome back students! Our Walking School Bus had a great first walk to school! A kid’s dream - playground fun
before school - is not only possible but healthy, too!
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This team “Balls At The Beach!”
Introducing your 2026 Gulf Shores Dolphins!
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Members of the Gulf Shores Middle & High School Choirs began their school year a little early, and made history by
being the first group to perform in the new high school theatre. The choir sang the National Anthem to a packed
audience attending the Gulf Shores City Schools' Institute for teachers and staff, and then participated in the Ribbon
Cutting ceremony, officially opening the new high school. Way to Make Waves!

A NEW CHAPTER
BEGINS!

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY

Today was a special day for our school community as we officially celebrated the ribbon
cutting of our brand-new high school!

Our cheerleaders were honored to welcome guests as they entered the new facility and
represent our school with smiles, spirit, and pride.

- - s . 4 N
MAKE WAVES, DOLPHINS!
Do L P H I N NATI o N Proud to be part of such a hl;torlc day![]

29
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1st grade with Meet the Teacher on their minds! It was
a great day!

Our fabulous Kindergarten Team is now all in the
same building!

The third grade team ready to meet their kiddos and

have the best year EVER!

|

Look at our 2026-27 Pre-K Team!

We are so thankful for our Pre-K program to be able
to expand to seven classes this year! Each Pre-K
classroom has a teacher and an auxiliary aide.

30
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WELCOME TO
GULF SHORES ELEMENTARY
2026-27

@ Jessica Burkett
: Pre-K
MD Aide

WELCOME TO
GULF SHORES ELEMENTARY
2026-27

Nikki Wilson
2" Grade
Teacher

J{
B V% g
B
SNy Y 1

31

AUGUST 2026

WELCOME TO
GULF SHORES ELEMENTARY
2026-27

Julia Waters
4" Grade
Teacher

WELCOME TO
GULF SHORES ELEMENTARY
2026-27

Jordan Sexton
Pre-K
Auxiliary
Aide
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We have Dolphin Spirit ~ Mrs. Helms’ 1st grade!

Something exciting is happening at the Bodenhamer Recreation Center’s pool!

Bodenhamer Rec Center is collaborating with the Gulf Shores High School Place-Based Science program this fall!
Students will engage in hands-on activities in our pool, such as scuba lessons with Down Under Dive Shop, snorkel
sampling, and testing the ROVs they built in class. Check out their projects!

3


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61593471898369&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZYOKy1OcbCG_sESNxKT259dG-gG-RdfUf8xqctZH4WPOIRQy80bxQRvocwN8RkF-zJJ_woZWmZznxH7r924wFK_5I5Ylnntwk2cccsPkgMc_GHV24bbIgpwU67yUwxUVgLKYq6xn2ohxbpx7na8SSG1_UeTeMcKhCNdIYNA3U3vB20qSjjpoLLYKRnRIj8PBZJJcdCvG2sYg-Rv-XfpXsm6&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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Support Gulf Shores Athletics by purchasing a BJ’s membership!

§ JOINBJ'S $15 =

FOR ONLY

SN www.bjs.com/partners/dolphinathletics

i JOIN BY PHONE:
? Call 800-313-8887 and reference
~ oy group code:834098

THE CLUB CARD THE CLUB+ CARD

S $90

Reg. $60

(Reg $60) (Reg $120)
One year membership with BJ’s Easy Renewal. New members only. One year membership with BJ’s Easy Renewal. New members only.
$9 donated $15 donated
to Dolphin Athletics to Dolphin Athletics
for each enrollment for each enrollment

Existing Members:Renew CLUB for $50 or CLUB+ for $100. Call phone number above to renew. $5 donation for each renewal.

Don’t wait to join! Your membership will be active now, but you’ll still get
a full year of membership starting the day the Foley, AL club opens!

Terms and Conditions Apply.
https://www.bjs.com/terms

Questions? BJ’s Representative:
Taylor Allshouse
tallshouse@bjs.com | 724-420-7144 Expires 10/9/2026

34
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Hospitality & Tourism classes working on knife skills & prepping potatoes for GSHS and GSMS school lunches!
v :
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Join our student ambassadors at GSHS for the Community Supply Drive starting September 8th!!
W

DROP OFF (@ A. TOLBERT'S (SPORTS
MED) ROOM
SEPTEMBER 8-OCTOBER 1

e CLOTHING (KID AND ADULT SIZES)
e LAUNDREY DETERGENT

e BLEACH

 DIAPERS

 DIAPER WIPES

e SOCKS

ALL ITEMS MUST BE UNUSED, EXCEPT
FOR CLOTHING, WHICH MAY BE NEW
OR GENTLY USED.
&
g
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Learning, Laughing & Making Waves!

We’ve packed a LOT of learning and fun into this week at GSHS! Our students have been busy building skills in so
many different ways. We played basketball with Coach Sexton in Adaptive PE, learned some weight-training skills,
enjoyed some sunshine and bubbles outside, and had a wonderful visit with our pet therapy friend.

Today, we wrapped things up with one of our favorite activities —cooking! Students followed a recipe to make grilled
cheese sandwiches for snack. We worked on following multi-step directions, kitchen safety, fine motor skills,
independence, teamwork, and cleaning up after ourselves...with a pretty delicious reward at the end! These are the
kinds of days we love—learning important life skills, staying active, building independence, and having FUN while
doing it!

(o SOVEAUTIEZ @)

MAKEABIG -
Difference!

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
'
1
1
i
COLLECT POP TABS o/‘ Ronald McDonald :
TO SUPPORT FAMILIES House Charities* ]
STAYING CLOSE TOGETHER! Keeping familles close® ¢
i

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

]

'

¥ Collect pop tabs from
cans at home, school, or work.

¥ Drop them in this jug.
¥ We'll do the rest!

u for making a

ELP TOG
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GULF SHORES MIDDLE SCHOOL

GIRLS BASKETBALL

SKILL WORK

ALL 4TH-6TH GRADE GIRLS

SOFTBALL SERIES —

TRAIN. COMPETE. GROW. BE THE FUTURE.

WAVE GYM
Gulf Shores Middle School

MONDAYS & THURSDAYS, 3:00-4:00 PM
September 10 - October 5 Eight skill sessions

/i) BI'WEEK’.Y (5) VETERANS DAY @) B"WEEK’.Y ARRIVAL & PICKUP

4th-5th grade arrival

(1ST-6TH GRADE) (1ST-6TH GRADE) (4TH-6TH GRADE) Coach Prater will meet
and walk them to the

SCAN TO SIGN UP

s in the cafeteria at 2:50 PM
hool.

SEPT 22+ 0CT6,20 | WEDNESDAY, NoV 11 SEPT 29 + 0CT 13, 27

NOV 3,17 Nov 10 Pickup: Wave gym entrance at 4:00 PM o
6:00-7:15PM ‘ 350 Stz 00 350 6:00-7:30PM 350 use your pane camera

LIMITED SPOTS LIMITED SPOTS LIMITED SPOTS
FREE AND OPEN TO ALL
REGSTER TOOMV

LED BY COACH PRATER & STAFF

kprater@gsboe.org

BUILD SKILLS + BUILD CONFIDENCE ® HAVE FUN

Our GSMS Christian Club would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to First Baptist Church, Summit Church, and
Anchor Point Church for partnering with our club and investing in our students!

With 80-100+ students attending each meeting, it has been incredible to see so many students come together. We
are so grateful for these community partners and their willingness to show up, encourage our students, and support
the Christian Club. It truly takes a village, and we are so thankful to have such wonderful community partners
supporting our GSMS students.
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Gulf Shores Wrestling Team's Official Youth Club information (grades K-6)

ik

; ig . ’ E BUILDING CONFIDENCE.
> THROUGH THE

SESSION 1 FOLKSTYLE K-6

July 27 - Feb 2027

(O Monday, Wednesday & Thursday
5:30 - 7:00 PM

ﬂ Structured Practices and
Conditioning Sessions

9 Wrestling Room @
New Gulf Shores High School

CLUB COST

First week FREE

WHAT YOU NEED
$60 per month

USA Wrestling Card DISCIPLINE 18 hours of instruction
(themat.com) per month

WHY WRESTLE?

MENTAL TOUGHNESS

Wrestling Shoes CONTACT INFORMATION

TEAMWORK

Positive attitude ‘ Coach Eric Stratfold
PERSEVERANCE adtratbAlAE o

LIFE LESSONS Coach Jim Maynard ‘
THAT LAST mimaynard@gmail.com

TEAM ENVIRONMENT.
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Our Gulf Shores High School culinary students rolled up their sleeves this week to create a fresh peach vinaigrette
completely from scratch — using beautiful peaches sourced from McLeod Farms. Under the instruction of Chef Jol
Kastner, students practiced essential culinary foundations: knife skills, precise slicing and dicing, safe workstation
setup, emulsifying techniques, and the all-important cleanup skills that keep a professional kitchen running smooth
While Chef Jon led the hands-on learning, Child Nutrition Coordinator Tanya Hill looked on — ensuring that the
students’ hard work will make its way to every student on our campus. Thanks to her coordination, this house-mad
vinaigrette was served with salad alongside our spaghetti, bringing student craftsmanship straight to the lunch line.
More Info! https:/resources.finalsite.net/../August-Peaches.pdf

!5} y’ . " N

4a
AR

Harvest
Highlight §
Recipe

PEACH VINAIGRETTE

2 c fresh peaches chopped
1cvinegar
3 colive oil
1/3 c Dijon mustard
2 teaspoons honey
Pinch of salt, pepper and sugar

» Put chopped peaches in a blender
] with vinegar and blend. Add mustard,
d salt, pepper, and sugar until blended.
R Slowly add in olive oil. Blend until
smooth. Serve immediately or .
refrigerate for 2-3 days



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1753033627/gulfshoresalgov/vd98op3urpamjfmraifg/August-Peaches.pdf?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE1NUhJWkY1M1BDZnhScVlXc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjwdnhJsVwLQgp_yIZVWaHF2j7egBkqMjx9SCwKSqaGZ42vKJp3yX5eqWyax_aem_YZlc_kHLI4KUoBEI93sSDg
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Get ready for a new school year at Gulf Shores City Schools!

F

10|11

15

17|18

22

29

13

14

15

19 | 20

21

November 2026

M Tu

w

Th

GULF SHORES

CITY SCHOOLS

2026-2027 School Calendar
300 East 16th Avenue Gulf Shores, AL 36542
251-968-9873 + 180 Student Days

August 12, 2026 to May 28, 2027
2026
August 57, 11 Toachor PD/Work Days
L 0 | Institute Day

First Quarter

Second Quartor

Third Quartor

Fourth Quarter
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January 2027

February 2027

M Tu W Th

April 2027
M Tu W Th F

N2 159
6|7 |8(|9]|10
17

20|21 (22|23 |24
26126 |27 (282930

May 2027

M Tu W Th F
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Our little artists in Ms. Barton's Pre-K class had so much fun squishing, swirling, mixing, and creating with shaving
cream and paint! A little messy, a lot of sensory fun, and SO much learning through play!
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After School Kids Yoga is available on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. GSES students will walk to Glow from
school.

Click here to sign up:
https://glowstudioandshop.conv/.../kids-afterschool-care...

Kids -
voga ©

after school program
"5

Ages K-5th (limited space)
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
starts September 15th
GSES students walk to Glow from school
Flex Pickup between 4:30 and 5 pm
$169/month ($21/day)

\ Register now at glowstudioandshop.com

or call 251.968. 4569

yoga, gardening, art, mindfulness, self—regulatlon conﬁdence&fun'

314 East 21st Avenue Gulf Shores GLOW

glowstudioandshop.com « 251.968.4569 STUDIO + SHOP

YOGA - BARRE - SPIN
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Mrs. Pennington is so excited to get this new Archaeology adventure started in GSCS!

' { I L J
Ul AUl e o el o e g WP

Vihat dres the evidence say?

Otiere 4,8, .

v | Fun Fact
Archacolagy vs. Paleontology
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GULF SHORES HIGH SCHOOL
ST TEW

Tues

September 15 Bodenhamer Rec Center

September22  Tues Lake Forest

Bodenhamer Rec Center

]

2]
e

(]
o

(]

. .
A w
(7]

)
~

Tues OB Aquatls Center

November 5 Thurs Fairhope MunlClpal Pool

2026 MEET SCHEDULE

T
;{ﬁ L’,. Peom

W 4

Come to the beach and compete wnth your robot!!
It’s a win-win!!
Grades 4-12, inspired by the UA Robotics
Competition style.

A retro-styled robotics challenge is released on the day of
competition. Challenges themed on classic board games.
Size limit of your robot limited to 13 x 13 x 13 and run missions
fully autonomous.

Questions:

Details:

Date: October 3
Location: Gulf Shores
Middle School
Cost: $125/per team

Contact:
Jamie McClung
Jmeclung@gsboe.org
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AUGUST 2026

TUESDAY
TALK

Join the Gulf Shores Mental Health
Coordinator and guest speaker Leslie
Herhold, LICSW-S, PMC-C, PIP fora
practical conversation on student anxiety.
All parents and caregivers welcome. Come
away with a simple toolbox you can use right
away to support your child’s well-being.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2026
8:30 AM

Wave Center For Learning

] St, Gulf Shores, AL 36542

GSCS Facebook

cwing

HOPE
- USA

Mentors needed:

Do you want to make a difference in a student's life?
Can you find the time to help support our wonderful
school system by being present for a student one hour
one day a week on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons
during the school year?

Volunteers are needed to build a one-on-one
relationship with a student through our Kids Hope,
USA mentoring program. Help us support our
students by contacting Sandi Harris in the
Administrative Office at 251-968-9873. She will be
happy to assist you.
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9/1 GSCS: Tuesday Tour at GSHS 9:00am 9/12 GSHS: Homecoming Dance 7:00pm

9/2 GSHS: Picture Day 9/15 GSCS: Tuesday Tour at GSMS 9:00am

9/2 GSMS: PTO Meeting 7:20am 9/17 GSES: Bike Train (Leaves at 7:20am)

9/2 GSES: FCA Meeting 7:30am 9/22 GSCS: Tuesday Tour at GSHS 9:00am
A 9/2 GSHS: College Visit:University of South Alabama  9/23 GSES: Fall Pictures

9/3 BOE: School Board Work Session 4:00pm 9/24 GSES: Spirit Night @ Bahama Buck’s

9/3 GSCS: DAC Meeting 5:30pm 9/25 GSES: Harvest Fest 5:00pm

9/7 GSCS: Labor Day (No School)
9/8 GSCS: Tuesday Talk 8:30am

M I E 9/8 GSHS: Picture Day Make-ups GSCS Board Meetings on Demand:Missed the
9/10 BOE: School Board Regular Meeting 5:00pm

meeting? Catch the replay Meetings on Demand
9/10 GSES: Bike Train (Leaves at 7:20am)

9/11 GSCS: Q1 Progress Reports Online

)
S
b

GSCS Board Meeting Round Up: Too busy to attend school board meetings, but still wanna know more?
Check out the episodes of “Board Shorts” to stay up-to-date.

Gulf Shores City Schools has a b ]
new magazine - The Wave! -
Extra copies are available in
school offices, most city offices,
the visitors center, and the
Chamber of Commerce!

Get your copy today!

Gulf Shores City Schools have a new
GSCS Mobile App! Available in 10S and
Android Stores, the GSCS mobile app
will give you immediate information!
Download yours today!

C t With U
M:ttn:k?nc- Suplerinteident ’MHKE Wn VEs.’

Stephanie Harrison - Assistant Superintendent

Sandi Harris - Office Manager

Chad Green - CSFO

Marcelinia Speller - Human Resource Coordinator

Chezley Neth - Data Management & Reporting Analyst

Jason Watts - Athletic Director

Beau Roode - Director of Operations

Sonya Price - Director of Exceptional Education

Liz Corcoran & Tracy Bennett - English Language Learners

Tanya Hill - Child Nutrition Program Coordinator

Randall Carlisle - Student Engagement, Transportation & Safety Coordinator
Karen Pearson - District Testing Coordinator Joe McAleer - Social Media
Laura Goulden - Mental Health Coordinator

Whitney Boggus - Chief Technology Officer

Alicia Early - Director of Federal Programs, Compliance, and Strategic Initiatives f e X
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https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/recorded-board-meetings
https://www.facebook.com/gulfshorescityschools
mailto:info@gsboe.org
https://www.gsboe.org/board-of-education/board-shorts
https://www.instagram.com/gscityschools/
mailto:makin@gsboe.org
mailto:sharrison@gsboe.org
mailto:sharris@gsboe.org
mailto:cgreen@gsboe.org
mailto:mspeller@gsboe.org
mailto:cneth@gsboe.org
mailto:jwatts@gsboe.org
mailto:broode@gsboe.org
mailto:sprice@gsboe.org
mailto:lcorcoran@gsboe.org
mailto:tbennett@gsboe.org
mailto:thill@gsboe.org
mailto:rcarlisle@gsboe.org
mailto:kpearson@gsboe.org
mailto:jmcaleer@gsboe.org
mailto:lgoulden@gsboe.org
mailto:wboggus@gsboe.org
mailto:aearly@gsboe.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDETtsEE8aqP-fapD747BAQ
https://www.gsboe.org/
https://gses.gsboe.org/
https://gsms.gsboe.org/
https://gshs.gsboe.org/
https://gsva.gsboe.org/
https://x.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=/GulfShoresBOE

