
4-­‐2.4	
  How	
  did	
  the	
  relationship	
  between	
  Native	
  Americans,	
  Europeans,	
  and	
  Africans	
  impact	
  settlement?	
  
	
  

	
  

Conflict	
  and	
  Cooperation	
  
Conflict	
   and	
   cooperation	
   between	
   the	
  
Native	
  Americans,	
  Europeans,	
  and	
  Africans	
  
influenced	
   life	
   in	
   the	
   new	
   world.	
   	
   At	
   first,	
  
Native	
   Americans	
   helped	
   the	
   colonists	
   in	
  
Virginia	
   and	
   Plymouth	
   to	
   survive	
   the	
   first	
  
years	
  by	
  teaching	
  them	
  to	
  plant	
  crops	
  such	
  
as	
   tobacco	
   and	
   corn.	
   	
   But	
   as	
  more	
   settlers	
  
came	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  World	
  for	
  land,	
  the	
  Native	
  
Americans	
  began	
  to	
  resist	
  them.	
  	
  
	
  
Native	
  Americans	
  and	
  Colonists	
  
Many	
   wars	
   were	
   fought	
   between	
   the	
  
colonists	
   and	
   the	
  Native	
  Americans.	
   	
  With	
  
Robert	
   LaSalle’s	
   claim,	
   the	
   French	
   had	
  
moved	
   into	
   the	
  Ohio	
  River	
  Valley	
   to	
   claim	
  
this	
   land	
   for	
   France.	
   	
   The	
  English	
   colonists	
  
and	
  their	
  mother	
  country	
  (England)	
  then	
  went	
  to	
  war	
  with	
  the	
  French	
  and	
  their	
  colonists	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  protect	
  
their	
   claims.	
   	
  Many	
  Native	
  American	
   tribes	
   fought	
   on	
   the	
   side	
   of	
   the	
  French	
   against	
   the	
   colonists	
   and	
   the	
  
British.	
   This	
   major	
   conflict	
   resulted	
   in	
   a	
   series	
   of	
   four	
   wars	
   spanning	
   over	
   74	
   years	
   and	
   fought	
   on	
   three	
  
different	
  continents.	
  The	
  last	
  of	
  these	
  series	
  of	
  wars	
  is	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  French	
  and	
  Indian	
  War.	
  

The	
   French	
   established	
   good	
   working	
  
relationships	
   with	
   the	
   Native	
  
Americans	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  fur	
  trading.	
  	
  
Because	
   few	
   French	
   settlers	
   came	
   to	
  
the	
  New	
  World	
  and	
  the	
  ones	
  who	
  came	
  
did	
   not	
   take	
  much	
   land	
   for	
   families	
   or	
  
settlement,	
   the	
   French	
   did	
   not	
   bother	
  
the	
   Native	
   Americans	
   as	
   the	
   English	
  
colonists	
   did.	
   	
   Most	
   Native	
   American	
  
groups	
   allied	
   with	
   the	
   French.	
   They	
  
hoped	
   that	
   a	
   French	
   victory	
   (in	
   the	
  
French	
  and	
  Indian	
  War)	
  would	
  stop	
  the	
  
English	
   colonies	
   from	
   expanding	
   into	
  
the	
   Appalachian	
   Mountains.	
   However	
  
with	
   the	
   help	
   of	
   the	
   Iroquois,	
   Catawba	
  
and	
   the	
   Cherokee	
   tribes,	
   the	
   British	
  
won	
   the	
   French	
   and	
   Indian	
  War.	
   	
   This	
  
forced	
   the	
   French	
   to	
   lose	
   control	
   of	
  
their	
  North	
  American	
  land	
  claims.	
  Many	
  
Native	
   Americans	
   then	
   lost	
   their	
   long	
  
term	
   trading	
   partners	
   and	
   military	
  
allies	
  with	
  the	
  French.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


