
 
 

Foundational Elementary Program of Inquiry 
 

                                  
An inquiry into identity as individuals and 
as part of a collective through  physical, 

emotional, and spiritual, health and 
well-being;  relationships and 
belonging;  learning and growing 

An inquiry into the understandings of the 
world and phenomena through:  

patterns, cycles, systems 
diverse practices, methods, and tools 

discovery, design, innovation, 
possibilities, and impacts 

 

An inquiry into histories and orientation 
in 

 place, space, and time through:  
periods, events, and 

artifacts;  communities, 
heritage, culture, and 

environment; natural and human 
drivers of movement, adaptation, and 

transformation 

An inquiry into the diversity of voice, 
perspectives, and expression through: 

inspiration, imagination, creativity; 
personal, social, and 

cultural notes and 
practices of communication;  

intentions, perceptions, 
interpretations, and responses 

 

An inquiry into systems, structures, and 
networks through:  interactions with and 
between social and ecological systems; 
approaches to livelihoods 
and trade practices: intended 

and unintended 
consequence; representation, 

collaboration, and 
decision-making 

An inquiry into the interdependence of 
human and natural worlds through:  

rights, responsibilities, and dignity of all;  
pathways to just, peaceful, and 
reimagined futures; nature, 

complexity, coexistence, 
and wisdom 

 

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 

Understanding relationships 
helps me navigate the 
world. 

The properties and features 
of weather impact people. 
 

Events in individuals' lives 
shape their personal 
histories. 

People share ideas and 
connect with others through 
stories. 

Markets help people meet 
their needs and wants by 
exchanging goods, service 
for money. 
 

People use peace as a way 
to solve problems. 

●​ Healthy Relationships 
●​ Impacts of our choices 
●​ How our community works 

 

●​ Weather systems 
●​ Weather Tools 
●​ How the environment and 

weather impact 
communities  

●​ Methods to record a 
person’s life (biographies, 
autobiographies, timelines, 
photography, portraits, 
etc.) 

●​ Histories of individuals 
●​ Continuity and change in 

my own life 

●​ The way stories work 
●​ Similarities and 

differences in stories from 
around the world 

●​ Different ways that stories 
can be interpreted 

 

●​ How goods and services 
are produced and 
exchanged in a market 

●​ The role of money in 
buying, selling, and saving 

●​ How people make choices 
in a market 

●​ Causes and effects of 
conflict 

●​ Actions that create peace 
●​ Ways people solve 

problems 

Key Concepts: 
Form 
Connection  
Perspective 
 
Related Concepts: 
Community, relationships, 
authority, consequence, 
choice 

Key Concepts: 
Form 
Function 
Causation  
 
Related Concepts: 
Climate, measurement, 
pattern, prediction, impact 
 

Key Concepts: 
Causation  
Perspective 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
Chronology, voice, heritage, 
tradition 
 

Key Concepts: 
Causation 
Change 
Perspective 
 
 
Related Concepts: 
Imagination, point of view, 
purpose 
 

Key Concepts: 
Function 
Connection 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
Cooperation, structure, 
interdependence, currency 

Key Concepts: 
Form  
Function 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
Conservation, action, 
citizenship 
 

 


