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Cliffwood Family Connections- 8/19, 8/24

The halls of Cliffwood are coming to life, and we are getting SO

excited to welcome our students back! Our teachers and staff have

been working incredibly hard to prepare their classrooms and

create warm, welcoming spaces where our Cliffwood students will

feel safe, excited, and ready to learn.

Take a look at some of the beautiful classrooms and bulletin

boards that are ready and waiting for our students’ work to be

proudly displayed! We cannot wait to fill these spaces with the

creativity, learning, and accomplishments of our students. We are

Cliffwood Proud!

https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w4cwvV7IEU6Nj5iCUqyWbqf_dNO2QEhFaM_geFZu_Qc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hEQnjBVfcpwdocIP3m5LZ1tb1HYA8JUaXNSgVLbSKz4/edit?usp=sharing
https://app.smore.com/n/2fnwy












Tomorrow is Cliffwood Orientation, and we are so excited to welcome our new families! Families

should meet their child’s teacher outside on the blacktop. Teachers will greet you there and then

bring families into the building for a school tour. Please arrive on time for your scheduled

Orientation session. Once your Orientation session is complete, we kindly ask that you promptly

leave the parking lot so we can make room for the families arriving for the next session. Thank

you for helping us keep the morning running smoothly! If there is inclement weather, families will

enter through the main entrance or Door 16, and staff will be available to direct you to the

appropriate classrooms.



We cannot wait to see all of our Cliffwood students on Thursday, September 3!

Please see the pictures below for information about where your child’s homeroom teacher will be

greeting students on the first morning of school.

First-Day Arrival

Thursday, September 3:

Homeroom teachers will be outside greeting students.

Please check the pictures below for your child’s grade-level arrival location.

Doors open at 9:15 AM and close at 9:25 AM.

Please make every effort to have your child at school on time. Let’s start the year by building those

great attendance and punctuality habits right from the beginning!

If there is inclement weather on Thursday morning, students will enter through the main entrance

or Door 16, and staff will be on hand to direct students to their homerooms.

Second-Day Arrival — Friday, September 4

On the second day of school:

K–5 students: Enter through the main entrance or Door 16

PreK students: Enter through Door 16

Bus riders: Students will be directed off the buses and enter through Door 2

Early Dismissal — September 3 & 4

Please remember that Thursday, September 3 and Friday, September 4 are early dismissal days.

PreK dismissal: 1:15 PM

Grades K–5 dismissal: 1:25 PM



🍎 A Few Reminders for the First Day

Please remember to send your child with:

A lunch, if they are not purchasing one at school

A light, healthy snack

A water bottle

Cliffwood has two filtered water fountains where students can refill their water bottles throughout

the day as needed.

We are counting down the hours until our halls are filled with the smiles, laughter, and excitement

of our Cliffwood students!

We can't wait to welcome everyone back this Thursday! Let's make it an amazing start to the

school year!

❤️ Welcome back, Cliffwood! We are ready for you! ❤️

Cliffwood Proud: Anchored in Greatness



Please visit the Cliffwood School website to view the school

supply lists. Once you are on the website, scroll down to News &

Events and look for the School Supplies image.

LLD classes will follow the grade-level supply list.

Please read the important Arrival/Dismissal and Parking Letter to ensure the safety of all students

and families.

Kiss & Go Line

Use designated doors for drop-off/pick-up. Teachers and staff will escort Prek-3rd Grade

students to dismissal locations.

Bus Riders – Please review your child’s bus number with them. Bus passes are available in

Genesis (printing is encouraged).

We want to clarify our dismissal procedures, particularly for families who have children in multiple

grade levels.

It was recently brought to our attention that some students in grades K–3 have dismissal forms

indicating that they are permitted to dismiss themselves. We are asking all families to please

review their child's dismissal information in Genesis and make sure that all information is

accurate.

Older Siblings Dismissing Younger Siblings

Students in grades 4 and 5 who are not riding the bus may dismiss themselves through the main

doors at Cliffwood School.

If your 4th or 5th grade student will be dismissing a younger sibling in grades K–3, there must be

two appropriate forms completed in Genesis:

1. A form indicating that the 4th/5th grade student is permitted to dismiss their younger sibling.

2. A form indicating that the younger sibling is permitted to be dismissed to their older 4th/5th

grade sibling.

Your child's homeroom teacher will also check with you to confirm that the appropriate forms have

been completed in Genesis.

Please note that PreK students may not be dismissed to an older sibling. PreK also has a different

dismissal time.

How Older Siblings Will Pick Up Younger Siblings

If your 4th or 5th grade student is picking up a younger sibling at dismissal, the older student will:

Dismiss through the main doors, just like other 4th and 5th grade students who are walking

home.

Walk outside to the designated exterior dismissal door.

Meet their younger sibling there, following the same procedure that an adult would follow

when picking up a student.

https://cles.marsd.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GZIYga3osoMyzjyZ7dGbZHS2rn-sTdwu3-REmaLxUpo/edit?usp=sharing


For safety and to maintain an orderly dismissal, please do not request that your 4th or 5th grade

student go to the younger child's classroom to pick them up or leave through the same door as

their younger sibling. We understand that this may seem more convenient, but following one

consistent dismissal procedure is extremely important for student safety and supervision.

Please take a moment to review your child's information in Genesis and make sure your authorized

pickup information is correct.

If a person is not listed as an authorized pickup person, your child cannot be released to that

individual.

If an adult is picking up a student before regular dismissal, they must present a valid photo ID.

Students will not be released to an adult who is not listed as an authorized pickup person.

Early Pickup

To help us maintain a safe and orderly dismissal, please remember our early pickup cutoff times:

PreK: Students cannot be picked up early after 3:05 PM

Grades K–5: Students cannot be picked up early after 3:25 PM

After these times, students are already leaving their classrooms and moving to different dismissal

locations throughout the building. Attempting to pull students from classrooms at this point

creates significant confusion and makes it more difficult for us to safely account for every student.

We truly appreciate your patience, cooperation, and understanding as we work to make dismissal

as safe, smooth, and organized as possible.

Student safety is always our number one priority. Thank you for partnering with us and helping us

establish clear and consistent dismissal routines for all of our Cliffwood students! ❤️





When Genesis opens on August 25th, families will be able to access their child’s bus pass and

schedule. Please continue checking bus information until the night before school starts, as routes,

stops, and times may be adjusted while Transportation finalizes schedules and accommodates

late registrations.

If your child or children are eligible for busing, but will not need transportation this year, please

opt out by completing the link below.

Transportation Waiver

Thank you.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0_IybKi71zDYAH70c5Wlu_oFczba5HUpZ7db3H4Z949hD3w/viewform__;!!DWPvnk4!XNkq1ayLRLsiiB-0FM4acWOLDSlXy6i9sGpfUiruvT9cd387RKOnoapbkuFdma5Km41bUL-QJdRts4gLYCQ$




Preschool Students: Up-to-date immunization records for ages 3 &

4 + influenza vaccine.

Kindergarten & New Students : Up-to-date vaccinations + updated

physical.

Questions? Contact Nurse Caldwell at 📞 732-705-5632 or

scaldwell@marsd.org.

mailto:scaldwell@marsd.org
https://www.marsd.org/calendar




Cliffwood School Website

Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary

Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

The 202-2027 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done

through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.

They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, ldyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary
https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com




The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.

1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!





Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to earn rewards for Cliffwood

School!



Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

8/25- Student Schedules posted on Genesis

9/2- Orientation

9/3- First Day of School!

9/3- Early Dismissal Day (PreK Dismissal at 1:15 & K-5 Dismissal at

1:25)

9/4- Early Dismissal (PreK Dismissal at 1:15 & K-5 Dismissal at 1:25)

9/4- PTO Meet & Greet 2:00 at the playground

9/7- School Closed- Labor Day

9/17- Back to School Night

9/21- School Closed- Yom Kippur

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

