
River Oaks Elementary: Odyssey of the Mind™  
Calling all ROE Roadrunners:  create, collaborate, problem-solve, and shine!  

 

Parent Q&A: What is Odyssey of the Mind? 

Q: What is Odyssey of the Mind? 

A: OM™ is a creative problem-solving program 
where students work in teams to imagine, build, 
perform, and have fun. It is a great fit for ROE 
because it encourages curiosity, teamwork, 
confidence, and original thinking. 

 
Q: Why is OM great for ROE students? 

A: ROE’s IB spirit gives students a solid 
foundation for asking questions, collaborating, 
and exploring ideas. OM adds a joyful, hands-on 
way for students to lead, make decisions, and 
grow big ideas together. 

 
Q: What do students do? 

A: Teams choose a long-term problem, 
brainstorm solutions, create a skit, design 
props or structures, practice spontaneous 
thinking, and present their work—part art, 
theater, engineering, writing, and imagination. 
 

Q: Who can participate? 

A: All River Oaks Elementary students in grades 
K–5 are welcome to explore OM opportunities. 

 

Q: What skills will my child build? 

A: Creativity, problem solving, public speaking, 
budgeting, time management, leadership, 
resilience, and teamwork—all while having fun 
with friends. 

 
Q: How do teams work? 

A: K–2 students join primary teams of 5–7 in a 
non-competitive setting and receive helpful 
feedback. Grades 3–5 form teams of up to 
seven, choose one of five problems, and may 
compete at regional, state, and world levels. 

 
 

Q: Do we need parent volunteers? 

A: Yes! OM at ROE depends 100% on parent 
support. Each team needs a coach and co-
coach, plus two tournament volunteers. 
Coaches guide schedules, teamwork, forms, 
practice, and encouragement while students 
create the solution. 

 

Ready to join the fun? 

Q: How do I sign up or learn more? 

A: ROE families are invited to sign up below and 
call in for the first 2026 ROE OM orientation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interested to form an Odyssey 
Team?  

Sign Up here! 

Join the ROE - OM orientation  
Sep 3, 2026, 7 - 7:30 PM (CST) 

Meeting link: ROE - OM intro and orientation 
| Microsoft Teams | Meetup-Join 

ROE OM contacts: 
ROE OM coordinator: Mithu Saha-Bordelon,  
roe.odysseyofthemind@gmail.com. 
 
ROE OM director: Ana Garza 

https://odysseyofthemind.com/
https://forms.gle/yqWZkSV8YWfk6jEy9
https://teams.live.com/meet/9371058992512?p=YfZZjyHzyeGKokfcQP
https://teams.live.com/meet/9371058992512?p=YfZZjyHzyeGKokfcQP
mailto:roe.odysseyofthemind@gmail.com

