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Notre Dame Family,

As we begin another school year, “I give thanks to my God at every remembrance of you,
praying always with joy in my every prayer for all of you” (Philippians 1:3-4). On behalf of
me and my family, | would like to express my profound gratitude for all the prayers, kind
messages, and accompaniment from the Notre Dame Family when my mother passed
away in May. | apologize that it has taken me this long to express my gratitude to all of you.
This is one of the many reasons why | love this community so much and why Notre Dame is
in my heart. The outpouring of support was beyond measure and it assisted with the
difficult moments during and after my mother’s death. Me and my family are grateful to all
of you and as Paul tells the Philippians, you are all in our prayers.

This year, we have introduced the theme, “The Green and Gold Standard: Mary’s Heart,
Titan Strength”. Through this theme, we are challenging our faculty, staff and students to
take the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who gave the very best of herself by saying
“Yes” to be the mother of the Most High, Jesus. We are also called to say yes to the Lord
and offer the very best of ourselves; and when we give the very best of ourselves, we
present the Lord Jesus to the other in a life changing way. My hope is that this is not
limited to those on campus, but to the entire Notre Dame Family; parents, siblings, alumni.
Our strength as Titans, is grounded upon our faith in the Lord Jesus and through his
example, he leads us to transform our lives and the lives of those around us.

| would like to ask all of you to pray for those teachers who have departed the Notre Dame
family and to welcome those new to the Notre Dame Family. Please keep Ms. Lauren
Smith, Ms. Josabet Valtierra, Ms. Leah Stemmann, Mrs. Yolanda Rodriguez and Mrs. Alma
Hawley in your prayers, as they continue their journey. We ask that you welcome and keep
in prayer, Ms. Gaby Cortes (9th grade ELA), Mr. Rafael Sanchez (Geometry), Mrs. Lucy
Gonzalez (Visual Art and Art History), Mr. Ethan Dunham (Government/Economics) and
Ms. Kaylee Cervantes (Theatre Arts and Drama |). We are so grateful to the Lord for these
new additions.

We would also like to announce the creation of the “Athletic Peer Ministry”, in which we
have chosen 2 teachers to integrate the mission of Catholic education into the athletic life
of the school, supporting student-athletes in developing a strong relationship with God
while fostering a culture of faith, integrity, and teamwork within athletics. The teachers
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who have been chosen are Mrs. Vanessa Webster and Mr. Josue Marin. They will work
with Mr. Ruben Avila, the Notre Dame Campus Minister and Mr. Ryan Reisbord, our
Athletic Director, to coordinate with the overall campus culture and ensure that all our
students strive to live out an authentic Christian life. Please keep Mr. Marin and Webster
in your prayers during this undertaking.

During the week of September 7 to 11, we are accepting nominations for 3 elected
positions on the Notre Dame School Board. Nominations must be submitted in written
form or through email at mcardoza@ndhsriverside.org. Those nominated must have
children at Notre Dame at the time of their election and will serve a 3-year term. Elections
will take place from September 15 to 21 and the results will be announced on September
24 through email. We will send more information this week about the role of the School
Board Member at Notre Dame.

Finally, | would like to invite all of the parents to our Fall Fling, which will take place on
Friday, September 18, from 6pm to 9pm. Each current family and alumni receives two
tickets to this event. So if you know any Notre Dame Alumni, please invite them. The
theme for the Fall Fling is Luau, so please dress in your best Hawaiian attire. We would
also like to invite you to see our newly renovated quad, between A and B Hall. In addition,
we have a major announcement that we want to share with our Notre Dame parents and
Alumni first. Please RSVP on the Notre Dame website, and view the various events we
have during September.

As always, | thank all of you and know that you are in my prayers and | ask that you
continue to pray for our students, faculty, staff, volunteers, benefactors and myself. May
the Lord bless each one of you, your loved ones and may we accompany each other to our
eternal home, the Kingdom of Heaven. Together, we are ND!

Manuel Cardoza
Principal, Notre Dame High School
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