
Dear Edgewood Families,

Welcome to the September 2026 edition of Colts Update! We are

officially underway, and you can already feel a special kind of

energy in our hallways—a mix of back-to-school excitement, focus,

and genuine anticipation for the year ahead.

Together, we are building a strong, supportive community, and we

are so proud of how our students have embraced the start of this

term. As we dive deeper into the fall, things move quickly with new

routines, extracurriculars, and changing weather. To stay in the

loop:

Check the daily announcements every morning.

Keep an eye on your inbox for last-minute updates.

Thank you for the opportunity to work alongside you and your children. This newsletter is packed

with key updates, upcoming events, and celebrations from our classrooms. Please never hesitate

to reach out with questions or ideas—let's make these coming weeks ones to remember!

Warm regards,

Kent Rentschler

Principal, Edgewood Junior High School

Dodge & Donate

Dodge and Donate is coming! Help us make a success! This is our biggest fundraiser of the year.

Students will collect donations from Sept 11-25. Donations go directly back to our EJHS students,

helping provide activities, opportunities, and resources throughout the school year. Every donation

makes a difference! Donate here

http://google.com/url?q=https://edgewooddonations.square.site/product/ejhs-dodge-and-donate/313?cp%3Dtrue%26sa%3Dfalse%26sbp%3Dfalse%26q%3Dfalse%26category_id%3D15&source=gmail&ust=1787919750754000&usg=AOvVaw0AeBlWvysGdfDVGi5QlfvD


Student Prizes:

Apparel Prizes: Delivered to homerooms shortly after fall break!

$10 - Entered into raffle to be drawn during Final Dodgeball convocation (gift cards

((Amazon, Starbucks)), EJHS apparel, portable speaker, etc.)

$40 - Edgewood T-shirt

$100 - Edgewood Hoodie

$150 - Edgewood Portable Wireless Charger

** Every new level reached also includes prizes from previous levels

Homeroom Donut Breakfast: For any homeroom where 75% students donate at least $20!

Homeroom Pizza Lunch: For the homeroom with the highest donation average per student

(where at least 75% of students have donated) per grade level.

Top 3 Earners in the school: The three highest individual earners in the school will get to leave

campus for lunch!

EJHS Feedback Form

Thank you for taking a moment to complete our school feedback form. Each month we will slightly change

the form. This month we are focusing on school safety and communication. We will always have a section

for general concerns and questions.

Thank you to all who submitted responses to the EJHS Feedback form. This month was a copy and

Paste from the form. Just a heads up I like to hand deliver staff shout outs to the staff member

and then we celebrate those monthly at our faculty meeting.

I very much appreciate the effort that Jetta takes for the daily announcements! I also appreciate

the weekly emails from teachers and the monthly newsletters.

- Thank you for this shout out!!

It would be nice that when something is no longer valid it is removed from the announcements

immediately instead of being on their all week etc.

- Noted we will work on this.

I do think that parents or guardians should be made to come inside when picking up their child

early and should have to show i.d.

- For those who are unaware. We have a new pick up policy and system that will eventually

become corporation wide. There is more information to come with much more detail for each

school. The short version is that for this new system our secretaires have to scan the drivers

license of the person picking up your student. Three important things to note.

1. Please allow additional time when picking up

2. You will need to come into the building and show ID.

3. If someone other than the parent or guardian is going to pick up that student, please let us

know in advance.

https://forms.gle/GHT3gYtEav1gTHpm6


6th

Jace Wittgren

7th

Valeria Dimas Jimenez

8th

Layan Shohatee

6th Grade

Juliet Headley

7th Grade

Bailee Bunge

8th Grade

Jonny Harper

Questions to get your Middle Schooler Talking : Low-Pressure School Check-ins

"Who did you sit with at lunch today?"

"What happened today that surprised you?"

"What was the easiest part of your day? What about the hardest?"

"If you could swap places with one of your teachers for a day, which one would it be?"

The golden rule for having a conversation with your middle schooler is: Listen more than you fix. If

they start venting about a friend or a tough class, try to resist the urge to jump in with advice right

away. A simple, "Man, that sounds really frustrating," can keep them talking longer than a lecture

ever will. If it’s too hard to resist offering advice, ask if they would like advice or if they would

prefer to simply keep this a vent session. Put the ball in their court!

Homeroom:

Homeroom Theme: VALUING OTHERS

Life Value Term of the Month: LISTEN

Knowing and using someone’s name is a powerful way to show you care. This month, we’re Valuing

Names and learning how to Listen—truly hearing and valuing what others say. Listening helps us



connect, build trust, and understand each other better.

Also in homeroom this month, students will begin Catch My Breath, a program designed to help

middle schoolers make informed choices about their health. We’ll kick things off with a virtual field

trip that tackles common myths about tobacco and highlights the many benefits of staying

tobacco-free. Our goal is to equip students with the knowledge and confidence they need to make

positive decisions now and in the future. We will cover the indepth Catch My Breath lessons in

Homeroom September 14th and 15th.

Career Development:

In September, we will begin our career exploration with 6th grade students in social studies

classes. All 6th graders will take a career interest inventory using Indiana Career Explorer. Their

interests and possible career clusters will come into play right away! On September 18th the 6th

grade class will go on The Tour of Opportunity where they get to visit two of five possible

locations allowing them to explore different local careers. We partner with The Success School to

host field trips like this one!

All students in all grades are invited to join us for our first career panels of the year. September 3rd

and 4th the panelists will focus on Biomedical Sciences. On September 3rd, Edgewood High

School students will talk to our Colts about their experiences in the Biomedical Pathway at EHS.

This will include the class options and requirements, post-secondary goals, and what they wish

they would have known in junior high. Then, on September 4th, the high school students will join

our Colts as audience members as they listen to professionals in the biomedical career field. We

highly recommend that all students attend at least one career panel each year. They can sign up for

this event using SmartPass.

Programing Information & Opt Outs

Later this week we will be sending an email with opt out letters for our SEL programing. You will

find in the email several links that will take you to descriptions of each program along with

instructions of how to opt out of each programing. The programs include Body Safety/Bullying,

Tobacco (Smoking & Vaping) and SWTRS.

The Wellness Connection

September:

Navigating Middle School: Routines, Relationships, and Responsibility

Middle school brings rotating schedules, multiple teachers, and growing social awareness. Helping

your adolescent balance academic expectations with emotional well-being is our top shared

priority.

Mastering Organization: Help your student establish a daily routine for checking their digital

learning portal (e.g., Google Classroom/Harmony) and writing tasks in a physical planner.

Digital Wellness & Boundaries: Middle schoolers need guardrails around technology. Establish

a central charging station outside bedrooms by 8:30 PM to protect sleep quality and reduce



nighttime social media anxiety.

Developing Self-Advocacy: When academic or social challenges arise, encourage your student

to email their teacher or counselor directly, rather than stepping in immediately.

Our Student Services team is always available to support your child's academic, social, and

behavioral journey.

School Day Drills

In August we had a couple of drills to kick off the school year. We

have already practiced our Fire and Tornado drills. This month

EJHS will participate in another fire drill. We expect the students

and staff to respond quickly and appropriately, demonstrating a

strong understanding of our safety protocols. This ties into our ALICE training as we begin each

drill with a shelter in place and then moved to our designated safe areas. This drill is designed to

help inform and prepare students on the steps we take in the event of an emergency. As always, we

approach these drills with care, keeping communication and student well-being a top priority.

The energy is electric at EJHS as our fall athletes hit the ground running! A huge shout-out to our

Football, Cheer, Cross Country, Boys Tennis, and Volleyball teams for coming out fired up, playing

hard, and showing that classic Colt grit. We can't wait to see what this season brings!

⚠️ Important Volleyball Location Update! To our Volleyball parents and fans: please note that all

home volleyball games after Labor Day will be moved to the High School due to installation of the

new gym floor. Over the summer we experienced some water damage due to some of the heavy

storms. Please keep an eye on the daily announcements for any changes.

Thank You to Our MVP Community! We couldn't make any of this happen without our incredible

parents, families, and sponsors. From driving to practice and filling the stands to keeping our

programs running strong behind the scenes—you truly are the MVPs behind our MVPs!

Let’s pack the stands, bring the noise, and make it an unforgettable fall season. Go Colts!

FinalForms

Daily Announcements - This link will give you all of the up to date daily information for Clubs and

Events at EJHS.

https://richlandbeanblossom-in.finalforms.com/
https://ejhs.rbbschools.net/news-and-announcements1


The EJHS yearbook staff is asking students, parents, and staff to

upload photos of sports, clubs, and events! We specifically need

football, volleyball, cross-country, and tennis right now! You can use

the online link: https://photos.jostens.com/VDJ84L

AUGUST 31st- ILEARN Practice Test in Homeroom (Math)

SEPTEMBER 1st - ILEARN Practice Test in Homeroom (ELA)

SEPTEMBER 1st - PTO Meeting EJHS Library 6:00

SEPTEMBER 7th - No School Labor Day

SEPTEMBER 14th - PICTURE DAY @ EJHS

SEPTEMBER 15th - RBBCSC Board Meeting

SEPTEMBER 18th - 6th Grade Tour of Opportunity Field Trip

OCTOBER 3rd - Hilly Hundred Weekend

OCTOBER 12th-16th - No School Fall Break

Yearbook Photos

Do you have pictures you have taken at an event? Use the following link or QR to possibly have

them published in this year's yearbook.

https://photos.jostens.com/VDJ84L


Photos HERE

Construction Update

At the August board meeting bids were approved for construction of our new classrooms. We

expect to see movement around the school between now and fall break. This will disrupt our traffic

flow around the building so please keep an eye out for updates.

This month we have already started to see and feel some of the renovation process. Work on the

HVAC systems is well underway and creating some warm and cold days in the building. That whole

system renovation process should be wrapped up by mid to end September. The new roof on EJHS

is days away from completion. As of 8/24 we have brand new water fountains outside of the cafe.

The baseball and softball field are moving along as well.

Due to water damage this summer a new basketball court will be installed this fall. Our soft

timeline has that project starting after labor day and being completed by the end of October. Please

keep an eye out for schedule updates for volleyball and possibly early basketball season.

Construction is never easy but the students seem to be handling it well.

2026-2027 RBBCSC School Calendar

Meetings will be held on the first Tuesday each month in the EJHS Library

September Meeting

9/1/2026

October Meeting

10/6/2026

Spirit Wear sales end Sept 6th!

https://photos.jostens.com/VDJ84L
https://photos.jostens.com/VDJ84L
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1783713789/rbbschoolsnet/t1afzr6mecs17vebadzd/Calendar2026-2027Official_2.pdf
https://edgewoodfall26.itemorder.com/shop/home/


Kent Rentschler
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Chastin Baker
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Sam Miller
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