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September 2026 
 
To Our Pine Brook Community,     
 

Pirates, we are so excited to welcome you for our first day of school on September 8, 2026, which will be a “B” day. During 
the first few days of school, the staff at Pine Brook will spend time reviewing the schedule, guiding students through the 
building, reminding students how to open and properly lock their lockers, and providing an overview of the sixth grade 
curriculum.  We will also begin to review our expectations regarding academic efforts and behavior choices, all grounded in 
our school motto, “Sail to Success:  Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Ready to Learn.”  We are looking forward to a 
wonderful year with our Pirates! 

Please review the following important September information: 
●​ Welcome Back Letter- Please review the August letter sent out welcoming our Pirates!  
●​ Back-to-School-Night- We would like to invite parents/guardians to join our faculty at Back-to-School Night on 

Wednesday, September 16, 2026.   
●​ Chromebook Care-  Please support your children in ensuring their chromebooks are charged each evening and 

brought to school each morning inside their District issued case. See the link for MERS Technology Responsible Use 
Policy, Procedures and Information to help ensure the chromebook assigned to your child is safely and appropriately 
used and will remain in good condition through 8th grade. As a reminder, as per the Technology Policy, chromebooks 
must remain undecorated with no writing, markings, etc.  Students may decorate their privately purchased gumdrop 
cases.   

●​ Breakfast: If your child is participating in our breakfast program, please inform them to check in with their 
homeroom teacher immediately after getting off the bus.   

●​ Benchmark Assessments: September 9-25 students will begin participating in District benchmark assessments 
(LinkIt and STAR) to support our staff in developing instruction best suited to the student needs within their classes.  
Our schedule on September 14 and 15 will be altered to allow for students to complete the assessments at the start of 
the school day.  

●​ Starts With Hello: We are pleased to inform you that during the week of September 22nd, your child will be engaging 
in schoolwide culture-building activities for “Start With Hello” week at Pine Brook School. “Start With Hello” week 
brings attention to our students about the importance of skills they need to reach out to others they may not normally 
socialize with, those who may feel lonely and to create a culture of inclusion and connectedness within their 
classroom and school. With all of our students being new to Pine Brook, this is a perfect time to introduce oneself to 
a new classmate!   

●​ School Spirit:  Every Friday we encourage students to participate in wearing our school colors of red, white and 
black and/or show off their newest Pirate spirit wear! Our first Spirit Friday is September 18. 

●​ Summer Assignments: Please be sure your children are working to complete their IXL Math logs, as well as finish 
reading Save Me A Seat.   

●​ 2026-2027 School Calendar-  Our doors open to students at 8:45am. Dismissal begins at 3:04pm.  Please be sure to 
arrive at the appropriate time and follow the guidelines listed in our arrival and dismissal procedures.  

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1786976158/mersk12njus/xl9kbw6dfgtcnaqdo1tp/26-27WelcomeLettertoFamilies.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ANQbPT6pwiFXzVjXrk49qndRE6ueJBQCI5wTFj4Sls8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UBaBVop0z0Q_wA5T_Lvb215w3IDbp1vn0rbzwMXyLN8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15EEOiiqqRfo36o-zauLGWUoJVsr0KIR9/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=106394459823376155765&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14XZ4UwTmWYfL1aRD7eWdCt4l2JqZ6yBc-GsNQZzxJXk/edit?usp=sharing
https://paperlesspto.keritech.net/prb/index.cfm
https://www.mersnj.us/Page/6352
https://www.mersnj.us/fs/resource-manager/view/42b4a3ff-1ff8-482b-9359-abe44298c562
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HogUEDc5vL8S_XeWs46YGY7eLzBmtwbYndcyPdSrAM4/edit


o​ Drop Off:  Located on the side of the school building by the parking lot.  Drive to the back of the school, 
turn around, and then drop your child off on the school side for safety. Students who arrive to homeroom 
after 8:54am are considered late.   

o​ Pick Up: Send a note to the main office. Dismissal changes will only be accepted until 2:30pm for safety of 
the students. Students will be dismissed at 3:04pm to the side of the building. Please remain in your car and 
wait for your child to enter directly from the curb.  For those who will be routinely picking up their children 
at the end of the school day, please see the attached.  

●​ Before and After-School Activities:  Please review the included letter regarding extra-curricular opportunities for 
your child.  Students will begin hearing specific commercials regarding the activities the week of September 14.  

●​ Save the Date!  Picture Days are September 24 and 25. Schedule to come! 
●​ PTA Information-  A special thank you to our PTA for helping to welcome the students to Pine Brook in such an 

exciting way as they decorated the exterior of the building for our first week of school.  Please visit the PTA website 
to stay up to date on school events, fundraisers and spirit wear! Our first meeting is September 18 at 10am at Pine 
Brook School.  

Please be sure to check the website regularly and sign up for the Pine Brook Backpack to remain informed about our school.  
All of our events will show on the school calendar located on the website. Should you have any additional questions, please 
contact us at (732) 786-2800. 

Sincerely,  

Julie Szustowicz​ ​ ​ ​ Allison Rogers 
Julie Szustowicz​ ​ ​ ​ Allison Rogers 
Principal​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Assistant Principal 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEz3VNjJWN6aVs6-DQvmu8HcJdnEdWhu4_WrkIyO3zqoV2nA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L3M7V_DDLs4FprK-hPDaisT1eWe6ahMh2_u2Y_VsVYo/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.pinebrookpta.org

