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Highlands Elementary School

Hello, Highlands Families from your Home & School and SFCP Boards!

Highlands Elementary and Highlands Home & School are excited to start a new
school year and extend a warm welcome to our new families and welcome back
to our many returning families.

The mission of Home & School is to support and supplement the students of
Highlands Elementary and their education.

We have put together a quick start informational guide that provides tools to help
you navigate the school year. This includes:

- Home & School Overview/FAQs

- Home & School/SFCP 2026-2027 Committee Chair Slate
- Extracurricular Enrichment Activities for 2026-2027

- Communication Information

- District 203 School Calendar for 2026-2027

Looking forward to a wonderful school year for all Highlands Heroes and their
families!

Best,
Hillary Mohindra & Amy Blake
Highlands Home & School Co-Presidents
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What is Highlands Home & School (H&S)?

Highlands Home & School (H&S) is the volunteer group made up of Highlands School parents
and guardians who work in cooperation with Highlands’ teachers and administration to make
our school an extraordinary place for our children. Our Home & School runs several school
programs and key fundraisers throughout the school year. The monies raised support the H&S
annual budget and funds every program that we provide to Highlands each year. The H&S
School Executive Board is comprised of two Co-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and the
Highlands Principal; this is the governing body of the Highlands H&S Association.

What is SFCP (School, Family, Community Partnership)?

SFCP is a large sub-committee of H&S composed of parent volunteers, teachers, staff, and
community members working together at every school in Naperville Community District 203.
They collaborate and partner together to conduct programs with the purpose of enriching
student experiences and learning. Program themes may include literacy (One Book, One
School), cultural (Cultural Kaleidoscope), science (Egg Drop), family programming
(Grandfriends Day, Parent Night), and community service projects. The SFCP Board consists
of two Co-Presidents. SFCP is funded by the greater H&S budget.

Who is a member of H&S?

As a parent or guardian of a child at Highlands you are automatically a member of our Home &
School Association. We welcome and encourage you to attend our monthly meetings and
volunteer for any of our committees.

When are the H&S Meetings?

In general, we hold monthly meetings in the teacher’s lounge with a mix of morning and
evening meetings. Upcoming meetings are posted in the weekly Whale Watch and on the H&S
Facebook page.



What are the H&S Fundraisers?

All of our Home & School programs and activities are only possible through our fundraising
efforts. The following fundraising events include:

Golf Outing (September/October)

Online and In-Person Book Fairs (Fall/Spring)

Rewards Program (Box tops, Family Night Out)

Adult Dinner Dance Social (every other year - next will be in February 2028)

How can | volunteer for a committee?
In the first few weeks of school, H&S will send out a Whale Watch email with the link to sign up
for many volunteer opportunities available for the school year — this is our annual volunteer
drive to get our committees up and running right away. However, you can reach out to one of
the committee chairs at any time during the year and volunteer. Additional volunteer
opportunities will arise throughout the year, though this first sign-up is the largest.

How will | receive information about H&S and Highlands School events/information?
Information and events will be shared through a weekly Whale Watch. These emails contain a
lot of information, but we strongly encourage you to review the details to get your much
needed news.

Additionally, H&S has a Facebook group that all parents can join — so please join! We update
the page with new information, news and volunteer needs. Please be sure to answer the

questions fully to be approved for access to the page.

FB Link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandsHSA

If | have questions about committees, volunteering, or general Home & School
questions, who should | contact?

Please feel free to contact Highlands H&S Co-Presidents

Hillary Mohindra - highlandshands2@amail.com

Amy Blake - highlandshands@amail.com

We look forward to meeting you and working with you this year!
Thank you for your support!


https://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandsHSA?ap=1
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H&S Executive Board Name

Committee Chairs

Name

Co-President Hillary Mohindra highlandshands2@gmail.com 2027
Co-President Amy Blake highlandshands@gmail.com 2028
Secretary Eddie Worbis highlandshandssec@gmail.com 2027
Treasurer Traci Weilemann highlandshandstreas@gmail.com 2027

Teacher Appreciation

Social Media Chair Rital Shah ritalshah30@gmail.com 2028
2027 Adult Social

ggggr::j; Social No Dinner Dance for 2027: N/A

Fundraiser

Announcement Artist Jenny Luft mamaZ2ava@gmail.com 2028
Appreciation - Lauren Sixsmith lauren.sixsmith@gmail.com 2027
Faculty/Staff

Appreciation - Morgan Holt morgan.e.holt@gmail.com 2027
Faculty/Staff

Appreciation - Teacher Sarah Rogers sarahbrogers@yahoo.com 2027
Appreciation Week

Appreciation - Teacher Sheri John sszuta@yahoo.com 2027
Appreciation Week

Appreciation - Treat Jenna Sacher lammja@gmail.com 2027
Tuesdays

Art Awareness Ashley Cobb cobb03@aol.com 2028
Art Awareness Becca Grooss beccalbrenner@gmail.com 2028
Book Cart Sneha Augusthy sarah.augusthy@gmail.com 2028
Book Cart Shannon Merkin sgrimley8@gmail.com 2027
Book Fair Rachel Lucas rreese1983@yahoo.com 2027
Book Fair Samantha Waters swaters1921@gmail.com 2028
Directory Ashley Castiglione ashleycastiglione@gmail.com 2027
End of Year Event - Lauren Jackson lauren.claytor@gmail.com 2027
Whale of a Picnic

End of Year Event - Melissa Mickey melissa.mickey@gmail.com 2028
Whale of a Picnic

Family Connections Thomas South tsouth10@gmail.com 2028
Family Connections Corlyne Mulder corlynemulder@gmail.com 2028
Gift Card Program - Lindsay DeGiuluo lindsay.degiulio@gmail.com 2027




Gift Card Program - Morgan Browning morgan.jacob410@gmail.com 2028
Teacher Appreciation

(Training Position)

Golf Outing Chad Warden warden1105@gmail.com 2027
Hospitality Tatiana Bauer tmnoguera01@gmail.com 2027
Hospitality Kaitlyn Moss Mossk0311@gmail.com 2027
Indoor Recess Sarah Rogers sarahbrogers@yahoo.com 2028
Nominations Jignya Shah jignyashah@gmail.com 2028
Nominations Morgan Browning morgan.jacob410@gmail.com 2028
Rewards - Family Night  [Penny Yin pennyyin@gmail.com 2027
Out

Room Parents Abbey Lehman lehmanfamily44@gmail.com 2028
Room Parents Jen Bladek jen.bladek@gmail.com 2027
School Supply Packs Neha Shah neha465@gmail.com 2028
School Supply Packs Ashley Patel ashleyrpatel@gmail.com 2027
Spiritwear Abby Graveline ahgraveline@gmail.com 2027
Winter Giving Program  [Kristen Horan kristenkhoran@gmail.com 2027
Winter Giving Program Lauren Sixsmith Lauren.sixsmith@gmail.com 2027
Yearbook Jen Bladek jen.bladek@gmail.com 2027
Yearbook Nikki Griffin nikki.griffin829@gmail.com 2027

SFCP Chairs

2026-2027 SFCP Board & Chairs

Name

Email

Co-President Ashley Nuger highlandssfcp1@gmail.com 2027
Co-President Hetal Shah highlandssfcp2@gmail.com 2028
Featured Literacy Erin Mueller erincmueller4@gmail.com 2027
Program (One Book One

School)

Featured Literacy Sara Jablonski sara.e.jablonski@gmail.com 2027
Program (One Book One

School)

HUMANITY Program Penny Yin pennyyin@gmail.com 2028
HUMANITY Program Purvi Bandhari pvakil809@gmail.com 2028
STEAM Program Ali Hunting aliciahuntingb2@gmail.com 2028
STEAM Program Gwen Wendorf gwendorf@gmail.com 2027
Grandparents/Senior Tatiana Bauer tmnoguero01@gmail.com 2028
Friends Day

Grandparents/Senior Kaitlyn Moss mossk0311@gmail.com 2028
Friends Day

New Family Initiative Katie Conner kaconner@live.com 2028



mailto:lehmanfamily44@gmail.com

Parent Night Courtney Naumes courtney.naumes@gmail.com 2028
Parent Night Sonal Mehta scmehta22@gmail.com 2027
Family Event Survey Chenchen Xu xuchenchenwork@gmail.com 2028

Analysis

*As of February 2024, 5th Grade Events has been removed as a H&S committee. Moving forward, the current year
chairs will recruit and hand down the details to their predecessors. Family Connections will still reimburse any
families that need financial assistance

The 5th Grade Events Parents no longer have to order graduation signs.

**As of May 2024, LC coordination is no longer a Home and School Committee

**Due to limited Corporate Rewards Programs to give back money to Highlands, the Rewards Committee has been
removed July 2024 (current programs available were Box Tops 4 Education which has declined in popularity with the
mostly digital format and the Office Depot Rewards that would reimburse the school $2 per printer cartridge.)

2026-2027 Non-H&SA/SFCP Misc Chairs/Liaisons

Chairs

LC Liaison

Name

Lisa Torson

Email

lisatorson@hotmail.com

2027

5th Grade Party

Sheri John

sszuta@yahoo.com

2027

5th Grade Party

5th Grade Party




HIGHLANDS EXTRACURRICULAR

ENRICHMENT

Fun learning activities outside the daily planned curriculum at Highlands Elementary

kwood@naperville203.org

Podcasts, Spotify and all other major
platforms so students can easily share their

2026-2027
GRADE # OF
ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION LEVEL | STUDENTS TIME
Art Club 3 sessions:
Kyle Wood 2D — painting murals; 3D — ceramics; 4D — ar_gn | 20 e?Ch 2:30-3:30pm
. . L session 3 sessions
kwood@naperville203.org video/animation
Elementary Golf School* The curriculum was created by PGA golf 2:35-3:45
Outside Provider professionals and education experts to K-S 10 each 1x/wk for
info@elementarygolfschool.com include lesson plans that are fun, safe and session multiple
educational. sessions
Floor Hockey Students learn and participate in floor hockey, 7:10-8:00am
Curt Wills focusing on skills, safety and activity. 3.5t 30-50 PR
. . 4 sessions
cwills@naperville203.org
First Lego League (FLL) FLL is a team research and robotics
Tony Kresl| competition for 4-5" graders. Students learn
akresl@naperville203.org about and solve challenges by programming L
- . . One session in
Brian Kessler EV3 robotics based on mission themes such th cth 3 teams .
. -, o 47-5 Fall ending in
bkessler@naperville203.org as cities of the future or living in outer space. of 10
. . late November
Ashley Baker Core values are an integral part of being on an
abaker@naperville203.org FLL team. Our FLL teams compete against
other elementary schools in District 203.
Grade Level Games Students learn and participate in a variety of 7:10-8:00am
Curt Wills activities and games of their choice. 1**—2nd 25-50 : B
. . 8 sessions
cwills@naperville203.org
Indoor Rock Wall Climbing Students learn proper techniques for belaying
Curt Wills imbi 3¢.5h | 3050 | /:10-8:00am
' _ and rock climbing. 4 sessions
cwills@naperville203.org
Literary Club Students meet to discuss literature that is
Tony Kresl| selected from the District Battle of the Books
. . s . . 2:30-3:30pm
akresl@naperville203.or list. Activities include discussions, games, 2x/month
research, videos and visits from experts. 4™ -5t 50 beeinning in
Students benefit from reading quality & &
. . October
literature and participating in high-level
discussions.
Podcast Club 4th and 5th grade students will have the
Tony Kresl| opportunity to learn all aspects of production
. . . 2:30-3:30pm
akresl@naperville203.or; and publish their own podcast. The Pod of 4t gt ~35 2x/month
Kyle Wood Whales Podcast will be distributed on Apple in Winter
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finished work with family and friends
anywhere in the world

Safety Patrol Safety patrol is a service group. They instruct, 7:55-8:10am
Curt Wills direct and monitor the student body in safely and
cwills@naperville203.org crossing streets. 5th 20 2:25-2:45pm
Brian Kessler daily
bkessler@naperville203.org Yearlong
commitment
e
Spanish & Mandarin Ladder* Acquiring knowledge of Spanish & Mandarin 2:35-3:35pm
Outside Provider language and culture. Primary and Spanish K-2 &
www.spanishl ran .or Intermediate classes available 3rd-5th classes
K-S 40 1x/wk.for 24
sessions
Mandarin:
1x/wk for 20
sessions
Student Advisory Board The students meet monthly with faculty
advisors to plan activities and projects that
ben.efit the schgol and co'mmunity. The' 4. 5th N.o s.et Monthly
advisory board is responsible for conveying limit
information to and from classmates including
students in the lower grades.
Young Rembrandts* Young Rembrandts teaches children to break K-5% 27 per 2:30-3:30pm
Outside Provider complex objects into foundational shapes. As session 3 sessions
http://www.youngrembrandts.co | they learn how to deconstruct and (Fall, Winter,
m/dupage reconstruct images, the experience, Spring)

repetition, and variety of engaging and
relevant subject matter bring them to
increased levels of mastery in drawing.

*Fee is charged to participate in this activity.

Updated 8/17/26
Dates & activities are subject to
change.
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Communication Tools Cheat Sheet

Napgr ville 2 . ). Ourdistrict website with links to individual schools, Board of Education
== documents, curricular information, calendars and events with options to access
the text in a variety of languages. http://www.naperville203.org

O Our school website with links to Home and School information, classroom happenings, calendars, events,

newsletters, hot lunch and procedural information. http://www.naperville203.org/Domain/11

This site is used as our districts’ student information system (SIS). Here you can access student
L S grades, schedules, attendance information and class placement.
https://infini mpus.naperville203.or m naperville j

Talk203 is District 203's self-subscribing email information system, delivering timely District and school
news and information right to subscribers' email boxes. Parents, students and community members are
invited to sign up by clicking the Talk203 graphic on the District website at www.naperville203.org

#PTCwizard - | - o
e = A7 P AEALE 4LE P A RS " PTC Wizard is the parent teacher conference sign-up application being used by District
203. This application is integrated with Infinite Campus.

https://naperville203.ptcwizard.com.
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A learning management platform in which teachers have classroom site or courses
which provide classroom communication related to events, assignments, discussion
boards, portfolios, classroom newsletters and curricular resources. https://naperville.instructure.com/

District and Building Social Media
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# @Naperville203 - general information from District 203 N @Highlands203 - tweets from Highlands

nNaperville School District 203 - general information from District 203

nhtt s://www.facebook.com/groups/highlandsHSA/




