
Senior 
Meeting
Welcome Class of 2027!



Google Classroom



● Look at your Credit Check letter and double check your 
schedule. If you think thereʼs a problem with your 
credits, let me know.

● Iʼll be meeting with all of you in a more personal setting 
in the next few weeks. 

● You should receive a green pass from your 1st hour 
teacher the day of your meeting if you not have the 
invite on your phone.

Before we jump in!



● Armed Forces
● Community College: certificate program, 

Associateʼs degree, or transferring to earn a 
Bachelorʼs Degree

● Gap Year
● University: Bachelorʼs Degree
● Vocational Training: Skilled Trade
● Work Force

Which post high school education program is right for you?

Options After RHS



Vocational Training / Skilled Trades

● Hands-on, in-demand, high-paying
● Less schooling & less debt than a four-year degree
● Learn a specific skill set for a desired career through 

on-the-job training / apprenticeships
● Helpful resources:

○ MichiganWorks!
○ CareerOneStop

https://www.miworks.org/training
https://www.careeronestop.org/FindTraining/find-training.aspx


In-Demand Skilled Trades

Plumber Home 
Inspectors

WelderElectrician

Machinist CarpenterConstruction 
Manager

HVAC 
Technician
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Factors To Consider

● Majors offered
● Location / Proximity
● Setting & Size 
● Type of school
● Cost
● Housing
● Athletics
● Campus Life

Interview / evaluate schools just like they do with students!



How do I apply?

● Complete an application online through the collegeʼs 
website or through Common App
○ Check MCAN for fee waiver codes!

● Send your transcript using Parchment
● Send your ACT / SAT score directly from ACT.org / 

CollegeBoard to the college(s) you are applying to

*test-optional will be discussed later

https://sites.google.com/micollegeaccess.org/cavacollegeguide/home


Apply by November 1st

Create a system that works for you! 
● Make a new email account strictly for college emails, create a 

doc to store usernames / passwords, make a calendar to help 
you plan for deadlines 

● Donʼt forget about scholarships! 

Proofread Before Submitting

Ask an English teacher or adult to read over essays for errors! Stay on 
topic and show them who you are. This is an opportunity to not just 
tell about an experience you had, but how youʼve overcome or 
persisted through it.

How do I apply? (cont.)



● Grades / GPA
● Course Rigor
● Credits
● Planned Courses

If you change your schedule 
after youʼve sent in your initial 
transcripts, you MUST 
contact each college to 
update them. 

Transcript



Requesting Your Transcript

Parchment:
● Sign-In / Sign-Up → Order → Select Schools → Submit

○ You have to invite your counselor BEFORE requesting a transcript
● Select “Current Transcriptˮ when sending your initial transcript
● Select “Hold for Gradesˮ when sending your final transcript
● “Latest Year Attendedˮ is your graduation year → 2026
● NCAA: register with NCAA and put your NCAA ID into Parchment to 

connect the accounts

If using Common App:
○ Put your Common App ID into Parchment to connect the accounts

■ You have to invite your counselor BEFORE before requesting a 
transcript

https://www.parchment.com/c/college/high-school-15346-Rochester-High-School.html


Common App - Personal Info



Common App - FERPA



● Please make sure to use the correct email address!
○ @rochester.k12.mi.us
○ DO NOT use the @rcs-k12.us email! I wonʼt have 

access to your account if you use the wrong one.

● Counselors need to answer questions, provide 
additional academic information, and upload letters of 
rec (when applicable).

Inviting Your Counselor



Letters of Rec

● Some schools require letters, some donʼt
○ U of M usually wants 1 teacher letter, private schools like Kalamazoo, 

Hillsdale, and Hope typically want 12 
● Pick your recommenders wisely - someone who can speak to your work 

ethic, passion, drive, character, etc.
○ If going into a Science career, try to pick a Science teacher

● Be intentional when building relationships with teachers
● Give recommenders plenty of time to write your letter and be sure to give 

them any helpful documents / info
○ Donʼt forget to thank them and let them know if you get in!



Resumes
Good resources / 
templates:
● Canva
● Google Docs



● Not all schools require you to send in your test scores!
○ HOWEVER Test-Optional schools may require additional 

documents / essays.
○ Some schools use SAT / ACT scores for scholarship consideration 

and NCAA eligibility.
● If you donʼt send in your scores, schools will rely heavily on your grades, 

course rigor, trends in academic performance, and your personal 
strengths, talents, conduct, and diversity of experience to determine 
admission.

If you opted to have scores sent to your schools during testing registration 
and end up changing your mind by the time you apply, they will ignore your 
scores.

Test-Optional



Standardized
Testing 
Dates
2026-2027



● Keep in mind that G / H grades will not be included in 
GPA calculation.

● This does not lower the bar for college admission, but 
accommodates the real barriers students have faced as 
as a result of COVIDʼs impact on education.

Grades During COVID



Freshman Profile

● Tells you what their incoming freshmen typically look like
● Can find by searching “X School Freshman Profileˮ or using 

BigFutureʼs College Search tool (under admissions tab)

Example: MSU
● Fall 2025 first-year profile:

○ Entering class: 9,376
○ High School GPA 3.54.0
○ Composite ACT 2631
○ Total SAT 11001320

*falling outside of their average does not automatically mean youʼll be rejected!

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters


Michigan Assured Admissions Pact

● 3.0 or above & graduate from a high school in 
Michigan, youʼre in!



College Rep Meetings



College Rep Meetings

● Sign up in the Counseling Office or on our website by clicking 

the “College Visits” button. 

● Ask questions!

○ Reps know better than anybody what schools are 

looking for in applicants.

● Learn about their programs, scholarships, and financial aid 

opportunities.

● College Night will be held at Stoney Creek on October 20th 
from 6-8pm.



College Tours



Scholarships!

● Start looking early!
○ Click the “Scholarshipsˮ button on our website. We 

have a link to our RHS Scholarships spreadsheet 
with scholarships and other resources / search 
engines.

● Tips:
○ Make sure you meet the requirements
○ Be persistent
○ Watch for deadlines

● 10 hours could mean $100 / hour!



● Talk with adults at home about best way for you to pay 
for college

● Opens by October 1st*
○ Fill it out ASAP
○ Even if you think you wonʼt qualify, still fill it out

● Make sure you are using the correct website - donʼt get 
scammed!
○ https://studentaid.gov/

FAFSA (Free App for Federal Student Aid)

https://studentaid.gov/


NCAA - College Athletics
Your Responsibility!

● Make sure you are registered through the NCAA Eligibility Center & have told 
your counselor that you plan to play sports in college. 

● DIVISION I 16 Core-Course Rule 
● 16 Core Credits: 

○ 4 years of English
○ 3 years of Mathematics Algebra I or higher)
○ 2 years of Natural / Physical Science 1 year of lab if offered by high 

school)
○ 1 year of additional English, Mathematics or Natural / Physical Science
○ 2 years of Social Science
○ 4 years of additional courses (from any area above, world language or 

non-religion / philosophy)

● PLEASE NOTE Beginning August 1, 2016, students must have a 2.3 GPA and 75 
ACT summative score to be eligible. Please check the Eligibility Center for your 
sliding scale requirements.



● Your senior schedule is included on your transcript. 

● If you make a change to your schedule after you’ve sent in 

your initial transcripts, you MUST contact each college’s 

Office of Admissions to update them. 

Schedule Changes & Apps



Xello



● Make sure youʼve accepted the invite to our Google 
Classroom

● Check your RCS email & StudentVue daily
○ Senior grades matter!

● Complete your EDP on Xello
○ Click “Get Startedˮ to see your activities.

■ Donʼt forget the final question!
○ Be sure to turn it in by clicking submit.

What’s Next?



❏ Work on applications / essays
❏ Add your counselor to Common App
❏ Order your transcript through Parchment
❏ Apply for scholarships
❏ Fill out FAFSA → opens by October 1st*
❏ Attend College Rep visits & tour campuses
❏ Plan out your time - donʼt overwhelm yourself!

DO NOT WAIT FOR SENIOR MEETING TO APPLY

College Checklist



● Every Tuesday in 
October, counselors 
will be in the Senior 
Collab to answer any 
college app 
questions.

For in-depth questions, 
please schedule an 
appointment!

Lunch 
College 

Help 
Drop-Ins



● Bring any questions or concerns that you have!
○ Post-high school plans
○ College / trade school admissions
○ How to find scholarships
○ Help filling out forms (bring passwords)
○ Review graduation requirements

● If you need to see your counselor before your meeting, 
request an appointment using the form on our website.

DO NOT WAIT FOR SENIOR MEETING TO APPLY

Small Group Meetings



Individual / Small Groups Sign-Up

● Each counselor does individual / small groups a little 
different!

● Go into Google Classroom and sign-up for a meeting 
with your counselor right now.



Any 
questions?


