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Meeting Date: August 24, 2026
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Location: Hybrid (In-Person and Zoom)

Suffield Police Department
911 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT 06078

In Attendance: Interim Fire Commission Chair, Colin Moll, Commissioner Prusi, Commissioner Christian,
Commissioner O'Hurley, Commissioner Thibedeau, Commissioner Vindigni, Chief Gauthier,
Recording Secretary Susan Smyth
Absent-Commissioner Bucior.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.by Interim Fire Commission Chair Moll.

Roll Call

Public Comment
None

Discussion and approval to hire two part-time Firefighters recommended by the Fire Chief

The commission reviewed candidates Eric Munizand Richard Russo. Chief Gauthier informed Commission that Eric Muniz is
a current volunteer who completed all necessary certifications and will work one day per week for 16 hour shift. Richard Russo
is from Branford and he is a very strong candidate. He does lack the Class 2 driver license with Q Endorsement however, this
was not arequirement for the position and plan to help him to obtain the necessary certification. He will be placed in a class as
soon as possible.

Commissioner Prusiinquired how many candidates applied. Chief Gauthier informedthat there were five Candidates. Two of
the candidates accepted positions at other departments. And one was notan appropriate fit for Department. There is still one
available position.

Commissioner Thibedeau asked the Fire Chiefif the shifts are weekend only shifts. Chief Gauthier informed that there will be
Wednesdays. Commissioner Thibedeau inquired whether a candidatenot having the driver’s License with Q Endorsement was
eligible for hire. Chief Gauthier replied that they have 1 year to acquire the Endorsement.

A discussion was held regarding Minimum Qualification #3 on the application and whether the required license and
endorsementmust be held at the time of application or whether discretion may be exercised to allow an extension. Interim Chair
Mollnoted that, when considering a qualified candidate, the requirement may be treated with discretion. Commissioner
Thibedeau continued provided all certifications and qualifications have been appropriately vetted to this point, was accepting of
the selection.

Commissioner Vandigni made a motion to appoint Eric Muniz and Richard Russo as part-time firefighters for the Suffield Fire

Department. Motion seconded by Commissioner Christian and also Commissioner Prusi. Commissioner Christian expressed
his thanks to Chief Gauthier for getting this done. Motion was accepted with all in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
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Adjournment

Interim Fire Commission Chair, Colin Moll made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:08 p.m. Commissioner Prusi seconded.
Motion was accepted with all in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Smyth, Recording Secretary
Amanda Thibedeau, Suffield Fire Commission Secretary
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