PEEK of the WEEK

" GROW TOGETHER, ROOTED AS ONE

| A message for PHMS families

Dear Paxon Hollow Families,

Our annual New Student Orientation, “Tiger Camp,” was a tremendous success! It was wonderful to welcome
our newest Tigers and their families to Paxon Hollow Middle School. Students had the opportunity to have fun
and build connections through games and activities, walk through their schedules and become familiar with the
building, and meet many of their new teachers and begin building relationships.

As we prepare for the first day, please remember that student schedules are available through Infinite Campus.
We encourage families to take one more look at their child’s schedule, as there have been a few changes to
teacher assignments and schedules.

Our Back-to-School Night will take place during the first week of school on Wednesday, September 2nd. This
year, we will welcome families through an open-house format for all grade levels. To help with parking, building
capacity, and the flow of the evening, we ask families to attend according to the following schedule:

SESSION 1 SESSION 2
Last Names A-M Last Names N-Z
6:00-7:00 PM 7:30-8:30 PM

* 9/1: First Student Day
9/2: Back-to-School Night

9/3: Fall Sports Meeting after school
9/4 & 9/7: No School
9/8-9/9: IXL Testing
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e 9/21: No School

* 6th Grade: Physicals are required. Please turn them in as soon as possible.

e 7th Grade: Tdap and Meningococcal vaccines are due now. Reach out to Nurse Smitheman if you are
overdue.

* Health Screenings: Will take place in October. If you do NOT want your child to participate, please email
Nurse Smitheman at Dsmitheman@mnsd.org.

Please see the PTO information later in this communication. We hope that you consider joining us for meetings.
If you are looking for how to contribute to the PTO, there is information about dues payments on the PTO flyer.

All students who will tryout or play a fall sport, including cross country must complete the PIAA packet and have
a physical. The physical is valid if it was done after May 1, 2026. The Section 6 physical form in the packet
should be given to the doctor to complete. This is the only physical form that will be accepted to participate and
is not the same form that is required by the school nurse.

You can also bring the Section 6 form to any CVS that does physicals, urgent care, or minute clinic. All PIAA
forms should be handed in the first week of school. There will be a fall sports meeting after school on Thursday,
September 3rd. Students should be picked up after the meeting by 3:45/4:00. The first day of fall sports will
begin on Tuesday, September 8th.

No athlete can attend practice or tryouts if their forms are not handed in to the athletic office. Please complete
the Paxon Fall sports 2026 sign-up sheet that is on Paxon’s website under Athletics. You can reach out to the
athletic office with any questions regarding fall sports by emailing Mrs. Rufo at JRufo@mnsd.org.

| Please review before Tuesday

We will continue to follow the same morning drop-off procedure that was in place at the end of the 2025-2026
school year.

For the safety of our students and to help keep traffic moving efficiently, we ask that students remain in their
vehicle until they reach the designated drop-off point shown in the image below. Please do not allow students to
exit vehicles earlier in the drop-off line.

All students being dropped off in the morning should enter the building through Door 2, located near the
Assistant Principals’ Office.

Please note that the main entrance doors are not to be used for student morning arrival unless prior
arrangements have been made with the school.

Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us maintain a safe, efficient, and consistent morning arrival
routine for everyone.
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During the 2025-2026 school year, MNHS implemented improved procedures regarding student personal
cell/’smart phones. Overall, these procedures were very successful and raised questions about other types of
devices in school. Please take a moment to read the below FAQ intended to help clarify expectations for
students, families and teachers regarding use of personal devices at school. This information also falls in line
with School Board Policies 237 and 815. Questions regarding this topic can be directed to school
administration.

As we prepare for the first day of school, we are asking families to please take a moment to review your child’s
schedule in Infinite Campus, as several updates have been made since last week due to changes in staff
assignments.
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ELA: Mrs. Brigham has resigned from her position teaching ELA. Mr. Tsiakiris has joined our team and will
take over her ELA classes beginning on the first day of school.

* 8th Grade Math Special Education: We are currently in the process of hiring a teacher for this position. We
will communicate with the PHMS community once the hiring process is complete.

* Humanities: Mrs. Rainville will be transitioning to a new role on the MNSD Teaching & Learning Team. As a
result, Ms. Giordano will be teaching Mrs. Rainville’s Humanities class. We have begun the process of hiring
a new Humanities teacher and will share an update once the process is complete.

* 2nd Period: Students who were originally scheduled with Mrs. Giordano during 2nd period will now have Mr.
Gorman as their teacher for Enriched History 7.

* Gifted Liaison: Mrs. Howey will be taking over as the gifted liaison for 7th grade as Mrs. Rainville transitions
to her new role.

These changes are currently reflected in Infinite Campus. Students will also receive a paper copy of their most
up-to-date schedule on the first day of school.

We understand that changes this close to the start of school may create questions, and we sincerely appreciate
your patience and flexibility. Our team is working carefully to make these transitions as smooth as possible and
to ensure that every student has the instruction and support needed for a strong start to the school year.

| August 30, 2026

District: We are excited to welcome our new families and returning students back to school on Tuesday,
September 1, 2026. Our administrative team, faculty, and staff have prepared for the return of our students and
are focused on teaching and learning and meeting our students’ social and emotional needs.

MNHS: Summer flew by! Our doors will officially open for the 2026-2027 school year on Tuesday, September 1,
2026. All students can receive free breakfast beginning at 7:00 a.m.

On 8-24-26, parents/students should have received the MNHS Devices at School FAQ through Infinite Campus
and email. Please ensure this document is completely reviewed prior to Tuesday. Unapproved laptops will not
be permitted to be used in the building. Our cellphone policy is not changing, and all students must adhere to
our previously implemented cellphone policy.

Last week, we hosted our annual 9th Grade and New Student Orientation! Our Tiger Guides led the program
with enthusiasm, welcoming our new students and showcasing all that we have to offer. Students had the
opportunity to meet several staff members as they toured the building and, hopefully, will recognize a few
familiar faces when they arrive for their first official day of school. Parents also had the opportunity to participate
in a short presentation with Mr. Beltrante and a member of the PTO.

The Tiger Marching Band had a productive weekend at Camp Canadenis where they learned the first half of

their 2026 production, "The Game Show." The band members learned visuals, music, and had some time for
rest, relaxation, and team building. They are excited to showcase their hard work at upcoming home football

games and competitions.

9/1 - First Day of School for Students
9/4 - School Closed

9/4 & 9/7 - District Closed

9/2 - First Home Volleyball Match
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* 9/3 - First Home Field Hockey Game

* 9/9 - First Cross-Country Meet
* 9/16 - Back to School Night - 6:45 p.m.

Everyone at the elementary level is so excited to see our students again and to welcome our new students! Our
staff has been working hard to get ready for their Tigers, with curriculum being reviewed, lesson plans drafted,
and classrooms being set up. The building principals would like to send out a special thank you to our
Custodians, Secretaries, and Deskside Technicians for all their work throughout the summer.

School starts for grades 1-5 on Tuesday, September 1. Kindergarteners will be attending Kid Talk appointments
September 1-3, and their first official day of school is Tuesday, September 8. We all look forward to partnering
with our families for another year of incredible growth!
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Welcome to our new Paxon Hollow families, and welcome
back to our current families! Below you’ll find some
important PTO information as we head into what we hope
will be a wonderful new school year.

PTO MEETINGS

Our meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of each month. Meetings
take place in the PHMS library.

We hope to see you at our first PTO
meeting on Monday, October 12, 2026.
We are still looking for two more
board members for this school year.
If interested please reach out to
Rebecca or Kelly!

9 PTO BOARD |

Executive Rebecca Miller—
Board Member Rothmanmiller@yahoo.com

Executive Kelly Bilker—
Board Member kellybilker@gmail.com

Name

Student 1

9 PAXON HOLLOW PTO DUES

All families are asked to join the Paxon Hollow PTO. The
annual dues are $30 per family. This year we have two
ways to pay! The first option is to return this form in an
envelope labeled Paxon Hollow PTO Treasurer along with
cash, check or money order made payable to “Paxon
Hollow PTO”. The second option is venmo at @kelly-hilker.
You do not need to return this form if you pay via
venmo. We request that either method is completed by
Friday, September 25th, 2026.

The PTO relies on membership dues and fundraising
to fund activities and we are deeply grateful for your
support. These dues will help to fund activities such as:

(';9. Back to School Night ? Reading Olympics

ﬂ School beautification [ ] Technology

8th grade end of -Ev Field trips
year activities |
‘ School assemblies : * Future PTO projects
: and goals

Sy PLEASE COMPLETE IF PAYING BY CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 5

Grade

Student 2

Student 3




MARPLE NEWTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Office of Teaching and Learning
40 Media Line Road, Suite 208
Mewtown Square, PA 15073

Main: 610-359-4284

Email: kfagan@mnsd.org

Kevin Fagan, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent

Personal Devices at School: FAQ

During the 2025-2026 school year, MNHS implemented improved procedures regarding student personal
cell/smart phones. Overall, these procedures were very successful and raised questions about other types
of devices in school. The following FAQ is intended to help clarify expectations for students, families and
teachers. This information also falls in line with School Board Policies 237 and 815. Questions regarding
this topic can be directed to school administration.

1. Can students use personal devices at school?

Usually, no. Personal devices are not allowed for routine use during the school day unless the school
approves them in advance.

2. What counts as a personal device?

Any student-owned electronic device that can communicate, access the internet, send messages, take
pictures, record audio/video, store data, or run apps. This includes:

e iPads and tablets

e cell phones/smartphones
e smartwatches

e laptops

e similar connected devices

3. If a student brings a device to school, can they use it?

No. Bringing a device to school does not mean it may be used. Unless the school has approved it, the
device must stay off or silenced and out of sight.

4. Where should personal devices be kept during the school day?
Unless approved for use, devices should be:
e turned off or silenced
o kept out of sight
e stored in a backpack, locker, or other location directed by the school
5. Can students use personal iPads or tablets for classwork?
Not unless the school has approved the device in advance for a specific reason.

6. How can a student get permission to use a personal device?

Three things are required:



e parent/guardian written permission
e student agreement to follow the rules
e approval from the principal or designee
7. When might the school approve a personal device?
Approval may be considered for limited reasons, such as:
e a specific educational purpose
e atemporary class project
e adocumented medical need
e an IEP or 504 accommodation
e another school-approved reason
8. Can students use cellular data or a personal hotspot at school?

No, unless the school specifically approves it. Students may not use personal data, hotspots, or similar
connections to bypass school expectations.

9. Can students text, message, call, record, or go online during the school day?

Not unless the school has specifically allowed it. School rules apply to personal devices even if they are
not connected to the school network.

10. What kinds of personal-device use are not allowed?
Students may not use personal devices to:

e text, message, or call without permission

e take photos, videos, or recordings without permission

e cheat or copy schoolwork

e bully, harass, or threaten others

e access inappropriate material

e interrupt teaching or learning

e violate school rules or others’ privacy

11. What happens if a student breaks the rules?
e Students will be held accountable according to the Code of Conduct.
12. What should families do if there is a special need?

If a student has a special need to use a personal device at school, the family should contact the principal
or designee in advance and request approval.



MNSD STUDENT PERSONAL DEVICE PERMISSION FORM
Request to Use a Student-Owned Device at School

School:

Student Name:

Grade:

Teacher/Homeroom:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Phone:

Email:

Type of Device:
[ ]iPad/Tablet
[ ] Smartwatch
[ ] Laptop
[ ] Other:

Reason for Request:

Requested Time, Place, and Purpose of Use:

STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I understand that student-owned personal devices are not permitted for routine use during the school day
unless approved by the school. If this request is approved, I agree to the following:

* [ will use my device only for the approved purpose, time, and location.

* [ will follow all school rules, staff directions, and technology expectations.

* [ will keep the device off or silenced and out of sight when it is not approved for use.

* [ will not use cellular data, hotspots, tethering, messaging, calling, recording, photography, or internet
access unless specifically authorized.

* [ understand that misuse may result in loss of permission, confiscation according to school practice,
parent contact, and/or school discipline.

Student Signature:

Date:




PARENT/GUARDIAN PERMISSION
I request permission for my child to use the personal device listed above at school. I understand that:

* approval is limited to the purpose, time, and conditions set by the school;

* approval may be denied, limited, or revoked at any time;

» my child must follow all school rules and staff directions;

* unauthorized use of personal devices may result in loss of permission and school discipline; and
* the school is not responsible for loss, theft, or damage to student-owned devices.

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

SCHOOL DECISION

[ ] Approved

[ ] Approved with Conditions
[ ] Denied

Conditions of Approval, if any:

Principal/Designee Name:

Principal/Designee Signature:

Date:




