
FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Exploratory Spanish

CAC Approval Date: March 11, 2026 
Board Approval  Date: April 16, 2026 

Course Length:  1 Semester 

Grading: A-F Credits: N/A 

Proposed Grade Level(s): 6, 7, 8 Subject Area: World Language 
Elective Area (if applicable): 
World Language 

Prerequisite(s): 
None 

Corequisite(s): 
None 

CTE Sector/Pathway: N/A 

Intent to Pursue ‘A-G’ College Prep Status: No 

A-G Course Identifier: N/A

Graduation Requirement: No 

Course Intent:  
Program (if applicable): 

Folsom Cordova Unified School District 
2024-2025 Nondiscrimination Statement  

The Folsom Cordova Unified School District prohibits discrimination, intimidation, harassment 
(including sexual harassment) or bullying based on a person’s actual or perceived ancestry, color, 
disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, immigration status, nationality, race or ethnicity, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, or association with a person or a group with one or more of these actual 
or perceived characteristics. For questions or complaints, contact: 

Jim Huber, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent, Educational Services 
Compliance Officer, Section 504 Coordinator, ADA Coordinator (students) 
jhuber@fcusd.org 
916-294-9000 x 104580

Shannon Diaz, Director of Compliance 
Compliance Officer and Title IX Coordinator 
sdiaz@fcusd.org 
916-294-9000 x 104415
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1965 Birkmont Drive 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

  
The Folsom Cordova Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex 
discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its 
regulations, including in admission and employment. 
  
Inquiries about Title IX may be referred to the Folsom Cordova Unified School District’s Title IX 
Coordinator, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both. The District Title IX 
Coordinator is: 

  
Shannon Diaz, Director of Compliance 
Compliance Officer and Title IX Coordinator 
sdiaz@fcusd.org 
916-294-9000 x 104415 
1965 Birkmont Drive 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

  
The District nondiscrimination policy can be located at: 

https://www.fcusd.org/district/about-us/nondiscrimination-statementpolicy 
  

The District’s nondiscrimination complaint procedures can be located at: 
Students: https://www.fcusd.org/departments/compliance/complaints/uniform-complaints 
Staff: https://www.fcusd.org/departments/compliance/complaints/nondiscrimination-in-
employment 

  
To report information about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sex-based harassment, 
or make a complaint of sex discrimination or sex-based harassment under Title IX, please refer to: 

Students: https://www.fcusd.org/district/about-us/title-ix-notificationsexual-harassment 
Staff: https://www.fcusd.org/departments/compliance/complaints/sexual-harrassment-title-ix 

              
                                               
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
Exploratory Spanish is a course designed and structured to emphasize both the acquisition of the 
language and an understanding and appreciation for Spanish speaking cultures. Students will become 
self directed learners as they build and develop communication skills in the Spanish language, with an 
emphasis on oral communication skills. Students will become collaborative workers and speakers as they 
complete individual and group projects. The units in the curriculum are not sequential and may be 
taught in any order with select units used for instruction based on site-specific needs and student interest.  
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DETAILED UNITS OF INSTRUCTION: 
 
Unit 
Number/Title 

Unit Essential Questions Examples of Formative 
Assessments  

Examples of Summative 
Assessment 

1. Greetings and 
Expressions of  
Courtesy 

*How do people say hello 
and goodbye? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 1 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions.  
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

2. Classroom 
Objects and 
Commands 

*What are common items 
in a classroom? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 

Unit 2 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

3.  Numbers *How do you say numbers? *Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 3 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

4. Geography *Where would you like to 
travel in Spain and 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 

*Tests 
*Written work 
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Mexico? *Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 4 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

5. The House *How do you explore your 
house? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 5 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

6. Family *Why is family important? G*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 6 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

7. Animals *What makes animals so 
interesting? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 7 Essential Standards 
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Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

8. Occupations *What types of careers are 
there for you? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 8 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

9. Food *What would you order 
from the menu? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 9 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

10. Art *Who are the most famous 
Spanish-speaking artists? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 10 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

11. Body and 
Health 

*How do you know you’re 
healthy? 

*Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
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*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 

 

Unit 11 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

12. Clothing *What are you wearing? *Google Slides  
*Written Notes 
*Pear Deck responses 
*Information gap activities 
*Online activities 
*Quizzes 
*Oral Conversations 
 

*Tests 
*Written work 
*Oral projects 
*Cultural projects 
 

Unit 12 Essential Standards 
 
Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions. 
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 
 
RELEVANT STANDARDS AND FRAMEWORKS, CONTENT/PROGRAM SPECIFIC STANDARDS: 
 
Link to Common Core Standards (if applicable): 
Educational standards describe what students should know and be able to do in each subject in each grade. In 
California, the State Board of Education decides on the standards for all students, from kindergarten through 
high school. 
N/A 
 
Link to Framework (if applicable): 
Curriculum frameworks provide guidance for implementing the content standards adopted by the State Board of 
Education (SBE). Frameworks are developed by the Instructional Quality Commission, formerly known as the 
Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission, which also reviews and recommends 
textbooks and other instructional materials to be adopted by the SBE. 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/fl/cf/documents/wlframework.pdf 
 
Link to Subject Area Content Standards (if applicable): 
Content standards were designed to encourage the highest achievement of every student, by defining the 
knowledge, concepts, and skills that students should acquire at each grade level. 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/worldlanguage.asp 
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Link to Program Content Area Standards (if applicable): 
Program Content Area Standards apply to programs such as International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, 
Career and Technical Education, etc. 
N/A 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS AND RESOURCE MATERIALS: 
 
Textbooks 

Board 
Approved 

Textbook Title 
ISBN # 

Author(s) Publisher Edition 

Text has 
been 

reviewed 
and will 

be adopted 
with the 
approval 

of this 
outline 

Exploring Spanish 
 

Digital licenses 

Joan G. Sheeran EMC 
Publishing/Carne

gie Learning  

3rd Edition 
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