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As we move into September, we are excited to continue our journey together with
this year’s theme, Elevate Every Classroom. Each day, we are committed to creating
learning environments where students feel challenged, supported, and inspired to
reach new heights. Your partnership plays an essential role in this work—whether
it’s encouraging daily reading, ensuring consistent attendance, or celebrating your
child’s progress, every effort makes a difference. Together, we can elevate learning
for all students and make this school year one of growth and success.

Warm Regards,
A.J. Hammond
Assistant Superintendent for PreK-5

A

Parent Tip: Start the Year Strong
Establishing routines early can
make a big difference for

students. Set consistent bedtimes,

prepare school materials the
night before, and talk with your

child about what they're excited
(and maybe nervous) about as the
new year begins. A little
preparation helps students feel
confident, calm, and ready to
learn!

SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS

LABOR DAY/NO SCHOOL - 9/07
DIBELS/MCLASS ASSESSMENT
BEGINS K-S - 9/01
GRANDPARENTS DAY -9/
IREADY MATH DIAGNOSTIC BEGINS
-9/01

BEGINNING OF YEAR ASSESSMENT
FOR 3"° GRADERS - 9/09

| LOVE MATH CHALLENGE BEGINS
9/15

PROGRESS REPORTS SENT HOME -
9/21
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MATH MATTERS

BY DUSTIN BEST

Celebrate Mistakes: Building Math Confidence
at Home

As students dive into a new school year, it’s natural for them

(and us!) to want to get every math problem right. But did you .

know that making mistakes is actually an important part of
learning? This month, let’s focus on how celebrating mistakes

can help your child grow into a confident math thinker!

When kids try a math problem and get it wrong, their brains
are actually growing. Neuroscience research shows that our
brains spark and make new connections when we make a

mistake and think through how to fix it. This helps children:
/

7

Here are some ways to support a positive, “mistakes

e Develop perseverance
* Grow their problem-solving skills

* Build confidence to tackle new challenges

welcome” math environment at home:

* Model thinking out loud: If you make a simple error (like
miscounting or dropping a digit), share it with your child:
“Oops! I made a mistake. Let’s try that again together.”

e Praise effort and process: Instead of saying “You’re so
smart!” try “I love how you kept working even when it
was tricky” or “Great job trying a new strategy!”

e Ask questions: If your child gets a different answer, ask,
“How did you get there?” This opens the door to
conversation and learning, rather than just pointing out
the error.

e Share your own math “failures”: Tell a story about a time
you struggled in math and what you did to get through it.
It helps kids see mistakes are normal for everyone.

e When helping with homework, ask, “What is your favorite
mistake you made today?"

* Encourage your child to explain what they tried and what
they learned.

o Celebrate the effort with a high five, a sticker, or a special
shoutout.

By embracing mistakes together, you’re teaching your child
that learning math is about courage, creativity, and growth,
not just getting the right answer. Here’s to a year of fearless

math adventures!
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Reading Corner

Little Talks Build Big

Readers!
Mary Haywood, Elementary ELA
Coordinator

Did you know that talking and
listening help children become
stronger readers and writers?
When children share ideas, ask
questions, learn new words, and
tell stories, they build skills that
help them understand what they
read and share what they know.

Join us for a short virtual family
session about oral language.
Families will learn easy ways to
help children talk, listen, and
learn during meals, rides,
playtime, reading, and other parts
of the day. These ideas work with
children of all ages, and no
special tools are needed. Families
are encouraged to use the
language they know best at home!

Family Literacy: Oral Language
("Talk Builds Readers")
Thursday, September 17, 2026
6:00-6:45 p.m.

Join the Google Meet

Join by phone: (475) 239-1612
PIN: 730 818 785#
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http://meet.google.com/gkf-wiwk-wfn
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SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT DREAM IT, TEST IT, PROVE IT—MAKE

BY AMBER HUTCHINS SCIENCE YOUR SUPERPOWER!

Science Starts at Home!

Did you know that children are natural scientists? Every time they ask “Why?” or explore the world

around them, they’re practicing the same curiosity that fuels scientists and inventors.

As parents, you don’t need special equipment to encourage science learning—just everyday
moments:
/) Ask your child to predict what will happen before pouring water into a cup of ice.
“{" Plant a seed together and watch it grow.
Build with blocks, Legos, or even empty boxes and talk about balance, weight, and design.
These small experiences help children build critical thinking, problem-solving, and observation skills
that last a lifetime. Most importantly, it shows them that science isn’t just something they do at

school—it’s all around them, every day.

¢ Try this week: Check the weather forecast with your child. Ask them to notice the clouds o
and see if they match what the forecast predicts. Talk about how scientists use observations a

tools to make weather predictions.

(ence is about wonder, curiosity, and discovery—and it starts with you!

Set Them Up for
Preventing Challenging

Behavior at Home
By Shequeta Harris

Sometimes the best way to handle
challenging behavior is to prevent it
before it starts! Children do best
when they know what to expect. Try
giving clear directions, keeping
routines consistent, and preparing

Helping Your Child Start

Strong: Routines Matter!
By Shequeta Harris

A strong school year starts with
simple routines at home! Help your
child be ready to learn by setting a
consistent bedtime, arriving at
school on time, and creating a
regular time and place for homework

or r.eadi“ng. Check in each .day by your child before transitions or
asking, "What was something you changes. Instead of saying, “Behave

learned today?” or "Was anything @ yourself,” tell your child exactly what

- . .
difficult toda.y. These convers.atlons you want to see: “Please put your
help you notice when your child may shoes on and meet me at the door.”

need extra support. Remember. Most importantly, notice the positive!

families and schools are partners: If’ Praise your child when they follow
you have concerns about your child’s directions, stay calm, solve a problem,

acad§m|c, behavioral, social, or or make a good choice. Positive
emotional progress, reach out to your attention helps build the behaviors

ilgd’ !
child’s teacher. We are here to help! we want to see more often.
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e PEEK AT PRE-K w
INDIAN EDUCATION BY ANNETTE FERNANDEZ
CHRISTINA BULLARD Clothes CCI”\V/%
Reading with your child builds more @ Learning to zip, button, and fasten clothing
than literacy—it strengthens is an important milestone for young
co.nfi dence, connection, and cultural ‘ children. These skills strengthen hand
pride. =@ coordination, build confidence, and foster
independence. While it can be tricky at
first—holding the bottom of a jacket
steady while sliding the zipper, or lining up
buttons just right—consistent practice
makes all the difference. Patience and

Explore the Museum of the Southeast .encourcgemenf 9o a long way, and letting
American Indian YouTube Channel, your child try on their own before stepping

created by the Museum at UNC in to help builds resilience.
Pembroke. The channel brings Try This at Home

Southeastern Native cultures,  Offer your child a variety of clothing
traditions) and histories to life ifems—jGCkeTS, button-down shirts, or

through engaging videos. shoes for different occasions.

When children see themselves and .
their culture reflected in stories, they
feel seen, valued, and connected to
learning.

W2 Watch with your child, start a
conversation, and celebrate culture
together!

and let them attempt to put it on by
themselves.
Use fun rhymes or jingles to guide
them. For example: “Head goes in the
big hole, arms go in the small holes.”
Demonstrate how to zip or button,
then let your child practice. Encourage
repeated tries—it may take a few
attempts before success.
O Tip for Parents
Use the same simple directions each
time and give your child plenty of
opportunities to practice. Celebrate
small victories—each button fastened

Hoke County @ or zipper pulled is a big step toward
Indian Education independence!

| Check it out: Museum of the
Southeast American Indian YouTube
Channel

‘ ¢ Invite them to choose what to wear
@
@.
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CIick on the NCItiOhCII qu Cdlendqr
~ tofind aread aloud foreach day!

ATIONAL
--:N:,ﬁm "

CALENDAR

Chicken o chunth - E ;
lce Cream Pot Pie i e . D::_mcake
Cone Day : < ? B | | Day

Strawberry |
Cream Pie J
Day

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS

e HOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS: CURRICULM AND
INSTRUCTION

L\ ﬁl * K-12 SCIENCE PARENT/CAREGIVE GUIDES
\ e ENGLISH

e SPANISH

PARENT RESOURCES K-12 PARENT/CAREGIVE GUIDES

~ HOKE COUNTY SCHOOLS —
e ENGLISH

e SPANISH
e K-12 PARENT/CAREGIVE GUIDES
e ENGLISH

e SPANISH
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR5hcBY-WW-qmR0sfYePAe5MqwWMFoJ_YzaIEnFSNHLvMsz7QegxOti7T1GfmRdXCU2D4H3ZDf1Fbv8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://www.hcs.k12.nc.us/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/curriculum-and-instruction-elementary/department-home
https://www.hcs.k12.nc.us/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/departments/curriculum-and-instruction/curriculum-and-instruction-elementary/department-home
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zfu354us28B9F9rm0GgPm0W1d3gf-9SVViss3CFbVw8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O3y-MS9bAAzeCVWv6kDhMQ7ONmYWLn7NTwTkmRm1w_o/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h-OGVXf5m98SVGnL2UIVD8dRqMUq4hxGRA9aY1GkdlM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uE4OCqJmG0f-54JCqp6RaH4Ps9q2KOfRS3EkW3CXXJc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jJMhDe8YGptkHBmc46NjfgRn2r-rRX8P5JdiCqInG4o/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.bc5k7q6hv5o
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kk3iJDWkjS8noQVUfDiN8IjH8dpPfscc2h40_emDieg/edit?tab=t.0
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	Building Strong Community Connections:
	A Key to Student Success
	Dear Families,
	As we move into September, we are excited to continue our journey together with this year’s theme, Elevate Every Classroom. Each day, we are committed to creating learning environments where students feel challenged, supported, and inspired to reach new heights. Your partnership plays an essential role in this work—whether it’s encouraging daily reading, ensuring consistent attendance, or celebrating your child’s progress, every effort makes a difference. Together, we can elevate learning for all students and make this school year one of growth and success.
	Warm Regards, A.J. Hammond  Assistant Superintendent for PreK-5
	Parent Tip: Start the Year Strong
	Establishing routines early can make a big difference for students. Set consistent bedtimes, prepare school materials the night before, and talk with your child about what they’re excited (and maybe nervous) about as the new year begins. A little preparation helps students feel confident, calm, and ready to learn!
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	Celebrate Mistakes: Building Math Confidence at Home

	Reading Corner
	Little Talks Build Big Readers!
	Family Literacy: Oral Language ("Talk Builds Readers")
	Thursday, September 17, 2026
	6:00–6:45 p.m.
	Join the Google Meet
	PIN: 730 818 785#
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	SCIENCE SPOTLIGHT
	DREAM IT, TEST IT, PROVE IT—MAKE SCIENCE YOUR SUPERPOWER!
	BY AMBER HUTCHINS

	🌟 Science Starts at Home! 🌟
	Did you know that children are natural scientists? Every time they ask “Why?” or explore the world around them, they’re practicing the same curiosity that fuels scientists and inventors.
	As parents, you don’t need special equipment to encourage science learning—just everyday moments:
	🔎 Ask your child to predict what will happen before pouring water into a cup of ice.
	🌱 Plant a seed together and watch it grow.
	🧩 Build with blocks, Legos, or even empty boxes and talk about balance, weight, and design.
	These small experiences help children build critical thinking, problem-solving, and observation skills that last a lifetime. Most importantly, it shows them that science isn’t just something they do at school—it’s all around them, every day.
	💡 Try this week: Check the weather forecast with your child. Ask them to notice the clouds outside and see if they match what the forecast predicts. Talk about how scientists use observations and tools to make weather predictions.
	Science is about wonder, curiosity, and discovery—and it starts with you!
	Set Them Up for Success: Preventing Challenging Behavior at Home
	By Shequeta Harris
	Sometimes the best way to handle challenging behavior is to prevent it before it starts! Children do best when they know what to expect. Try giving clear directions, keeping routines consistent, and preparing your child before transitions or changes. Instead of saying, “Behave yourself,” tell your child exactly what you want to see: “Please put your shoes on and meet me at the door.” Most importantly, notice the positive! Praise your child when they follow directions, stay calm, solve a problem, or make a good choice. Positive attention helps build the behaviors we want to see more often.

	Helping Your Child Start Strong: Routines Matter!
	By Shequeta Harris
	A strong school year starts with simple routines at home! Help your child be ready to learn by setting a consistent bedtime, arriving at school on time, and creating a regular time and place for homework or reading. Check in each day by asking, “What was something you learned today?” or “Was anything difficult today?” These conversations help you notice when your child may need extra support. Remember, families and schools are partners. If you have concerns about your child’s academic, behavioral, social, or emotional progress, reach out to your child’s teacher. We are here to help!
	SEPTEMBER 2026
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	PEEK AT PRE-K
	INDIAN EDUCATION
	BY ANNETTE FERNANDEZ
	CHRISTINA BULLARD
	Clothes Call 👕👟 Learning to zip, button, and fasten clothing is an important milestone for young children. These skills strengthen hand coordination, build confidence, and foster independence. While it can be tricky at first—holding the bottom of a jacket steady while sliding the zipper, or lining up buttons just right—consistent practice makes all the difference. Patience and encouragement go a long way, and letting your child try on their own before stepping in to help builds resilience. Try This at Home
	Offer your child a variety of clothing items—jackets, button-down shirts, or shoes for different occasions.
	Invite them to choose what to wear and let them attempt to put it on by themselves.
	Use fun rhymes or jingles to guide them. For example: “Head goes in the big hole, arms go in the small holes.”
	Demonstrate how to zip or button, then let your child practice. Encourage repeated tries—it may take a few attempts before success.
	Tip for Parents  Use the same simple directions each time and give your child plenty of opportunities to practice. Celebrate small victories—each button fastened or zipper pulled is a big step toward independence!
	Reading with your child builds more than literacy—it strengthens confidence, connection, and cultural pride. 📚❤️
	When children see themselves and their culture reflected in stories, they feel seen, valued, and connected to learning.
	Explore the Museum of the Southeast American Indian YouTube Channel, created by the Museum at UNC Pembroke. The channel brings Southeastern Native cultures, traditions, and histories to life through engaging videos.
	🌿 Watch with your child, start a conversation, and celebrate culture together!
	▶️ Check it out: Museum of the Southeast American Indian YouTube Channel
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	Click on the National Day Calendar to find a read aloud for each day!
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