
Board Policy BCBI: Public Participation in Board MeetingsBoard Policy BCBI: Public Participation in Board Meetings Status:Status: ADOPTED

Original Adopted Date:Original Adopted Date: 03/12/2009 | Last Revised Date:| Last Revised Date: 03/19/2026 | Last Reviewed Date:| Last Reviewed Date: 03/19/2026

Meetings of the Board of Education are held to conduct the affairs and business of the school system. Although
these meetings are not meetings of the public, the public is invited to attend all meetings and citizens are invited to
address the Board at all regular monthly meetings at the time shown on the agenda and in accordance with
procedures established by the Board or the Superintendent. Public participation may be allowed atthe discretion of
the Board at certain additional meetings under procedures set by the Board. All members of the public attending any
meeting of the Board must follow the Rules of Conduct set forth in the procedures.

The Superintendent shall make available these procedures to allow citizens to address the Board at regular meetings
in accordance with this policy. These procedures shall include a requirement that sign up for non-agenda related
topics be at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting and sign up for agenda related items be at least 15 minutes
prior to the start time of the meeting. 

All comments to the Board in accordance with this policy are to be brief and are intended for the Board to hear from
citizens but not to take action. Where the speaker seeks action of any kind by the Board or the District, the speaker
is referred to paragraph 8 below.

RULES OF CONDUCT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCEDURES

These procedures are in accordance with Policy BCBI and provide the Rules of Conduct, in accordance with O.C.G.A.
20-2-58, for all Board meetings.

All attendees shall remember that while the meetings are open to the public, the purpose of the meeting is to
conduct the business of the school system and members of the public are invited to participate only as allowed by
Board policy and these procedures.
 

1. It is the request of the Board that in consideration of the students, staff, parents, and other citizens attending,
that speakers, members of the audience, and board members be civil, avoid profanity and not use abusive
language.
 

2. Signs, flags, and banners are prohibited inside the Board meeting room.
 

3. Each member of the public participating in public comment will be given three minutes to speak. The Board or
its Chair may limit the total time allocated for public participation as well as further limit the length of
individual comments during public participation at its discretion for the purpose of the efficient operation of
the business of the meeting.
 

4. Only residents of the School District, representatives of businesses or organizations located in the District,
parents or guardians of students attending the schools of the District or school system employees may address
the Board during public participation. No individual or group will be retaliated against, in any manner
whatsoever, for speaking during public participation.
 

5. The Board requests that multiple speakers from a group or organization appoint a single representative to
address the Board.
 

6. Speakers may bring printed and other supporting materials. These materials should be given to the
Superintendent or Board Chair and can be distributed to the other board members.
 

7. Issues involving individual employees or individual students and pending litigation are not subjects for public
participation. The Board would request that citizens use the procedures described in the next paragraph rather
than public comment at a board meeting to address those issues.
 

8. The public is urged to follow other resolution processes set forth in Board policy or available at individual
schools, where those processes are clearly designed to address the issue to be raised. It should be again noted
that public participation is not designed for this purpose and the Board will not take action based on public
participation.
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Policy Reference Disclaimer:Policy Reference Disclaimer:

 
9. The use of physically threatening remarks, hateful racial epitaphs and other comments or conduct by speakers

or members of the audience that result in a disruption of the meeting will not be allowed.
 

10. The Board will not respond to comments made by the speaker during public participation unless a member of
the Board chooses to ask a question. Speakers should remain at the microphone while answering questions.

By reading and acknowledging acceptance prior to speaking during public participation, speakers attest that they
understand and will abide by these procedures. Those attending a meeting or speaking during public participation
​who violate these procedures in such a way as to cause a disruption of the meeting will be warned by the Chair. A
continued violation may result in a speaker being asked to sit down. If any person attending a meeting refuses to
follow these rules, further disrupting the meeting, they will be asked to leave and if they refuse, be escorted from the
meeting room. Such serious or repeated violations of the rules of conduct may result in the individual being
prohibited from speaking during a board meeting for an appropriate period of time. Any attendee violating the laws
of the State while on District property or attending a meeting of the Board shall be subject to arrest by law
enforcement.

 

 These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority
for the board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the
policy.

Note: To access the policy references, CLICK HERE:  State of Georgia Terms and Conditions and close the LexisNexis tab, which will
return you to the policy. Click on the links below to be taken to each specific code. You should only have to do this one time per
session.

 

StateState DescriptionDescription

O.C.G.A. 16-11-0034 Preventing or disrupting a meeting of General Assembly or other meetings
of members

O.C.G.A. 16-11-0035 Removal from campus or facility of unit of university system or school;
failure to leave

O.C.G.A. 20-02-0058 Regular monthly meeting of local boards; adjournment; temporary presiding
officer; notice of date; template for financial review; open meetings

O.C.G.A. 50-14-0001 Open Meetings Act; notice; minutes; telecommunication conferences

FederalFederal DescriptionDescription

USC 1st Amendment First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Cross ReferencesCross References DescriptionDescription

BCBD Board Meeting Agendas

2

https://tinyurl.com/ycdmfrff
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5NYG-GDF0-004D-83MJ-00008-00?cite=O.C.G.A. %C2%A7 16-11-34&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5NYG-GDG0-004D-83MM-00008-00?cite=O.C.G.A. %C2%A7 16-11-35&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5NYG-G6C0-004D-82J1-00008-00?cite=O.C.G.A. %C2%A7 20-2-58&context=1000516
https://advance.lexis.com/api/document/collection/statutes-legislation/id/5NYG-GFP0-004D-84SX-00008-00?cite=O.C.G.A. %C2%A7 50-14-1&context=1000516
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/first_amendment
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=4074&revid=FYBtqGMclhIjrdGN54RpOg==

