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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this one-semester course, students will explore the hero’s journey, a pattern found in many 
literary works.  Close analysis of selections from mythology, literature, and film will enable students to 
gain a deeper appreciation of the patterns, archetypes, motifs, conventions, and themes that recur over and 
over again in supposedly diverse works featuring the hero’s journey.  Students will consider these textual 
details as well as historical contexts and cultural concepts as the basis for interpretation and literary 
criticism.  Class discussions and written assignments will allow students the opportunities to develop their 
own critical voices. Students will also complete a literary argument research paper following MLA 
format. 
 
PRIMARY TEXTS MAY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING 

Thomas C. Foster, How to Read Literature Like a Professor (2005) - selections 
Joseph Campbell’s Hero with a Thousand Faces (1949) - selections 
Homer’s epic The Odyssey (c. 700 BCE) 
George Lucas’s film Star Wars (1977) 
Sam Raimi’s film Spider-Man (2002) 
Ray Bradbury’s novel Fahrenheit 451 (1953) 
Mary Shelley’s tragedy Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus (1818, 1831) 
Bernard Levinson’s tragedy The Natural (1952) 
Barry Levinson’s film The Natural (1984) 

 
Additional texts will include selected short stories and essays. 
 
GRADES 
Grades will be calculated based on assessments, assignments and participation.  These will include, but 
are not limited to: quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, homework, classwork, essays, and research. 
Please familiarize yourself with the following department-wide assessment policies: 

●​ Major tests will be given on English testing day. 
●​ In-class essays that require minimal preparation may be given on any day. 
●​ Unannounced quizzes may be given on any day. 
●​ Class participation may count as much as 20% of the quarter grade. 
●​ It is the responsibility of absent students to arrange a time to make up missed work and tests. 
●​ Students with unexcused absences will not be entitled to make up assignments or exams missed 

during that period. 
●​ Students will be responsible for all assignments on the date they are due unless prior arrangements 

have been approved by the teacher. 
●​ All unapproved late submission of work will be penalized by reduction in grade. 

EXTRA HELP 
Students are encouraged to attend extra help sessions on the day before English testing day.  
 
WRITING CONFERENCES 



Writing conferences provide students with the opportunity to discuss and improve their writing. Each 
student is expected to schedule appointments at a time that is mutually convenient for both student and 
teacher. Students may not absent themselves from another class in order to attend a writing conference. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
According to the school’s attendance policy, excessive absences will result in parental notification, a 
negative impact on the course grade, and in some cases will result in a loss of course credit. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Plagiarism involves passing off someone’s work (including another student’s work, an online source, or 
AI-generated writing) as one’s own. When students submit work that is not their own, they will receive no 
credit for that work and will have no opportunity to make up that work. Students who willingly share their 
work with others are also subject to penalty. 


