
Permitted and Prohibited Items

Items Allowed on Students’ Desks
(These are the only items allowed on students’ desks)

Prohibited Items
(Unless a student has a College Board-approved 

accommodation for the item, students cannot access 
these items during the test or breaks)

Permitted Items
(These are stored under the students’ desk)

Fully charged testing device

Sign-in ticket

Calculator (calculator covers must be 

kept under students’ desks)

External mouse and pad (if desired)

External keyboard for tablets only

Scratch paper provided by the proctor

Pencil or pen for making notes

Translated test directions or approved 

word-to-word dictionary, if applicable

Accommodations-related materials, if 

applicable

Charging cord or power bank

Backup testing device, calculator (or 

batteries for calculator)

Snacks/drinks (for the break)

Hand sanitizer and cleaning supplies 

(during the break)

Mobile phone, smartwatch, or electronic 

devices other than testing device 

Unacceptable calculators; no QWERTY 

keyboards, or paper tape

External keyboard, if using a laptop or 

Chromebook

Detachable Privacy screen

Books, notebooks, keyboard maps, or 

references of any kind

Scratch paper not provided by the proctor

Headphones, earbuds, or earplugs

Stylus pens, electronic writing instruments

Compasses, rulers, or protractors

Highlighters or colored pencils

Fidget device

Any camera or recording device

Separate timer

Brimmed hats or raised hoods on shirts 

during testing

Students are not allowed to access 
belongings that could give them an unfair 
advantage or provide a way to record, 
photograph, or remove test content.

Medical Devices and Aids
Epinephrine auto-injectors (e.g., EpiPens) are permitted in the testing room without the need for 

approved accommodations. They must be placed in a clear bag and stored under the student’s 

desk during testing.
Service animals are allowed under certain circumstances. See Service Animals and Emotional 
Support Animals on page 18 of the Proctor Manual to learn more.

Additional Guidance
Hooded shirts may be worn but hoods must be down during testing. Brimmed caps can be brought 
into the testing room but must be put away, not worn, during testing.

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/sats-proctor-manual.pdf
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