
Sept 3 - PTA 7:00PM Room 101

Sept 7 - NO SCHOOL

Sept 19 - General Jog 9:00AM

Sept 21 - NO SCHOOL

The General Way: We Taught It, Now We Live It

On our second day of school, we took time to intentionally teach our students The General Way:

Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to Learn. Students didn’t just hear about our expectations; they

learned what they look and sound like in the different spaces they use every day at Washington.

Throughout the day, teachers helped students understand what The General Way looks like in our

hallways, restrooms, cafeteria, during arrival and dismissal, on the bus, and in the classroom. We

talked about simple but important behaviors such as walking with purpose and arriving to class on

time, respecting personal space, cleaning up after ourselves, following adult directions, using time

wisely, and being prepared to learn.

Afterward, we asked our staff to reflect on the experience. Their feedback was positive and

encouraging, with staff reporting strong confidence that the activity helped create greater clarity

and understanding of our schoolwide expectations. One of our biggest takeaways was also one of

the simplest: we taught it together, now we must live it together. The General Way cannot simply

be something we teach during the first week of school. It has to be something we model,

recognize, reinforce, and reteach throughout the year. We also know this partnership extends



beyond our school walls. Families can help by continuing the conversation at home: What does

being Respectful, Responsible, and Ready to Learn look like for you each day?

We’ve built the foundation. Now, together, we’ll continue building a school where our Generals

know what is expected, feel supported in meeting those expectations, and take pride in doing

things The General Way.
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