@ Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council (SSAC)

The Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council (SSAC) gives students a meaningful opportunity to have their voices
heard and to help shape the future of Alexander City Schools. Through regular interaction with the Superintendent and
district leadership, council members will share ideas, concerns, and student perspectives while developing valuable
leadership, communication, and problem-solving skills.

Purpose

The Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council (SSAC) serves as a voice for students across Alexander City Schools.
The council exists to ensure that student perspectives are actively included in district decision-making and that policies,
programs, and initiatives reflect the real experiences, needs, and aspirations of the students we serve.

Through open dialogue, collaboration, and leadership development, the council provides the Superintendent with valuable
insight on academic programs, school culture, student engagement, school climate, safety, and the overall educational
experience. The SSAC empowers students to become informed leaders, advocates, and partners in the continuous
improvement of Alexander City Schools.

Membership & Selection Process

Students are selected to serve on the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council through a competitive biennial
application process. Applications are reviewed by a diverse screening committee, and students are selected based on
leadership potential, academic and disciplinary standing, communication skills, and a demonstrated commitment to their
school and community.

Students in grades 6—11 at Radney Junior High School and Benjamin Russell High School are eligible to apply.
Council members may serve a two-year term and may apply for reappointment in subsequent years, provided they
continue to meet all eligibility and participation requirements.

Applicants must:
e Be enrolled in grades 6—11 at Radney Junior High School or Benjamin Russell High School.
Maintain good academic and disciplinary standing.
Be willing to commit to no fewer than six meetings per year with the Superintendent, either in person or virtually.
Submit a completed SSAC application.
Submit a letter of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, or principal.
Demonstrate a willingness to represent the interests and perspectives of fellow students.

The Office of the Superintendent oversees the SSAC. The PR & Engagement Specialist, Chris Adkins, serves as the
liaison between council members and the Superintendent.

Roles & Responsibilities of Council Members

Members of the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council are expected to:

Serve as a representative voice for students from their respective schools.

Attend and actively participate in all scheduled council meetings.

Participate in regular dialogue with the Superintendent and district leadership.

Gather feedback, ideas, and concerns from fellow students and communicate them to the council and

Superintendent.

Provide thoughtful feedback on district initiatives, policies, programs, and practices.

e Share student perspectives regarding academics, school culture, engagement, climate, safety, and the overall
student experience.



e Work collaboratively with other council members to identify concerns and develop student-led recommendations
and solutions.

Promote communication between Alexander City Schools leadership and the student body.

Serve as ambassadors for Alexander City Schools at district and community events when requested.

Maintain confidentiality when sensitive or confidential matters are discussed.

Model leadership, integrity, professionalism, respect, and responsibility at all times.

Membership Expectations & Dismissal

Membership on the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council is a privilege and carries an expectation of active
participation and responsible conduct. Members are expected to uphold the standards of Alexander City Schools and
represent their fellow students in a positive and professional manner.

A student may be dismissed from the SSAC for failure to regularly attend scheduled meetings, removal or withdrawal from
Alexander City Schools, or failure to maintain appropriate and respectful meeting decorum.

Benefits of Serving on the SSAC

Serving on the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council provides students with opportunities for:
Leadership Development — Build leadership, teamwork, communication, collaboration, and problem-solving

skills.

Direct Influence and Impact — Provide meaningful student input on decisions, initiatives, and issues affecting
Alexander City Schools.

Networking — Develop relationships with district leadership and student leaders from other schools and grade
levels.

College and Career Readiness — Gain meaningful leadership and service experience that can strengthen
college, scholarship, and career applications.

Student Representation — Serve as a voice for fellow students and help district leaders better understand the
experiences, concerns, and aspirations of the student body.

Civic Engagement — Gain firsthand experience in representative leadership, collaboration, advocacy, and
responsible participation in organizational decision-making.

Student Impact

Through active participation in the SSAC, students gain firsthand experience in leadership, civic engagement,
collaboration, communication, and problem-solving while helping shape the future of Alexander City Schools.

Council members have the unique opportunity to move beyond simply identifying concerns by working directly with district
leadership to discuss challenges, explore solutions, and recommend improvements. Their participation helps ensure that
Alexander City Schools continues to listen to, learn from, and respond to the students it serves.

Join the 2026-2027 Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council
Want to make a real impact at Alexander City Schools? The Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council is your
opportunity to lead, share your ideas, represent your peers, and make your voice count.

Students in grades 6—11 at Radney Junior High School and Benjamin Russell High School are encouraged to review the
requirements and apply for consideration.

Your school. Your experience. Your voice.
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