DUDLEY-CHARLTON REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Committee
08.26.2026

I have several important items to share this evening.

As we prepare to open our doors for the 20262027 school year next week, I want to welcome
our returning students and families and extend a special welcome to those joining the Dudley-
Charlton Regional School District for the first time.

There is always tremendous energy and excitement surrounding the beginning of a new school
year. Over the past several weeks, our School Committee, administrators, educators, support
staff, custodians, facilities team, transportation partners, and many others have been working
hard to prepare our schools for the return of our students. We are excited to have everyone
back and look forward to another successful year together.

Welcome to New DCRSD Staff

[ am pleased to welcome our newest staff members to the Dudley-Charlton Regional School
District. We have new educators, paraprofessionals, administrators, specialists, and support
staff joining us throughout our seven schools and District Office.

Mason Road School
e Jennifer Wilson — Teacher
e Amy Jano — Psychologist, MRS/CES
e Andrew Sweet — Teacher, MRS/DES

Heritage School
e Melissa Witkus — Teacher
e Hannah Janeczak — Teacher
e Kylie Wilson — Teacher
e Maegan Quinn — Teacher
¢ Kayla Turner — Paraprofessional
o Kelly Bergman — Paraprofessional

Dudley Elementary School
e Michael Shelburne — Teacher
¢ Panayiota Veronis — Teacher
e Tracy Burlingame — Teacher
e Valerie Keefe — Paraprofessional
e Ling Wu — Paraprofessional

Charlton Middle School
o Kristyn Aganis — Teacher
o Jackson Gridzien — Teacher
e Abigail Karalus — Paraprofessional
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o Jessica Leonard — Paraprofessional
+ Hollie Lempicki — Secretary

Dudley Middle School
o Karie Lanza — Paraprofessional
» Kate Buck — Special Education Coordinator
o Mason Paine — Paraprofessional
e Maura Gordon — Teacher
» Hilary Ritacco — Psychologist, SHRIIS/DMS

Shepherd Hill Regional High School
» Gregory Martinez - Teacher
Gretta Cox-Gorton — Librarian
Timothy Berthiaume — Teacher
Claire Lo — Teacher
Chantelle Kimball — Teacher
Shannon Vail — Special Education Coordinator
Ronnie West — Paraprofessional
Christopher Wennerberg — Second Shift Custodian
Eric Supple - Assistant Principal
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District Office
« Stacey Christiano — Human Resources Director
« Roxanne Earnest — Special Education Clerk
» Angela Muller-Crone — Assistant Director of Special Education

We are excited to welcome each of these individuals to DCRSD and appreciate their decision
to join our school community. I look forward to the contributions they will make to our
students, schools, and District.

Welcome Back Communication

Earlier this week, I sent our welcome-back communication to all District families. In addition
to welcoming families to the 20262027 school year, I encouraged families with questions or
concerns specific to their child to begin by communicating directly with their child's school
and with the staff member or administrator closest to the matter,

The communication also provided families with an update regarding the District's long-term
Capital Plan. The School Committee has authorized debt in support of the proposed Capital
Plan, with a district-wide ballot vote scheduled for September 29, 2026.

Prior to the vote, the District will hold two community information sessions. The first will be
held on September 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the Shepherd Hill Regional High School Auditorium,
and the second on Sepfember 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the Charlton Middle School Audiforium.
Residents of either community are welcome to attend either session.

These sessions will provide residents with information regarding the proposed projects,
funding, anticipated timelines, MSBA eligibility, estimated tax impacts, and the September 29
ballot vote,
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Tackle the Stigma SK/2.5K Walk/Run

The Shepherd Hill Cheerleading program and the DCRSD community invite students, families,
staff, and community members to participate in Tackle the Stigma, a 5K/2.5K Walk/Run
dedicated to promoting mental health awareness and supporting important mental health
initiatives.

The event will take place on Sunday, September 27, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at the Shepherd Hill
Regional High School Carmignani Football Field. Registration is $35.

The theme of this year's event says it well: “Running toward awareness. Standing up for
support. Tackling the stigma, one mile at a time.”

The event is being held with support from Brake the Silence and the JAK-L Foundation.
Registration information and a QR code are included on the attached flyer.

Opening of the 20262027 School Year

As we prepare for opening day, I again want to thank everyone who has worked throughout the
summer to prepare our buildings, classrooms, programs, transportation, and operations for our
students.

Our immediate focus next week is exactly where it should be, welcoming our students back to
school. Thank you to our families, staff, School Committee, and communities for their
continued partnership and support. I look forward to seeing our students return, reconnect with
their teachers and classmates, and begin another year of learning, growth, and opportunity.

Respectfully Submitted:

Steven M. Lamarche
Superintendent of Schools
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Here a few important dates for school year 2026-2027

August
Monday, August 31, 2026 — Educator New School Year Orientation

September

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 — First Day of School — Grades 1-12+

Wednesday, September 2, 2026 — First Day of School — Kindergarten

Wednesday, September 2, 2026 — Capital Plan Information Session — SHRHS — 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 3, 2026 — Capital Plan Information Session — CMS — 6:30 p.m.
Friday, September 4, 2026 — Early Release — All Students

Monday, September 7, 2026 — Labor Day — No School

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 — First Day of School — PreK

Friday, September 25, 2026 — Early Release — All Students/Educator Professional Development
Sunday, September 27, 2026 — Tackle the Stigma 5K/2.5K Walk/Run — 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, September 29, 2026 — District Capital Plan Ballot Vote

October

Friday, October 9, 2026 — No School for Students/Educator In-Service Day
Monday, October 12, 2026 — Columbus Day — No School

Friday, October 30, 2026 — End of Quarter 1 — SHRHS and Middle Schools

November

Thursday, November 5, 2026 — Early Release — All Students/Parent Conferences
Wednesday, November 11, 2026 — Veterans Day — No School

Friday, November 20, 2026 — End of Elementary Trimester 1

Wednesday, November 25, 2026 — Early Release — All Students

Thursday and Friday, November 26-27, 2026 — Thanksgiving Recess — No School
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" SHEPHERD HILL CHEERLEADERS & THE
SHEPHER Y COMMUNITY PRESENTS
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SS.
RUNNING TOWARD AWARENE.
STANDING UP FOR SUPPORT.
TACKLING THE STIGMA,
ONE MILE AT A TIME.

WALK/RUN

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
SHEPHERD HILL FOOTBALL FIELD
10:00 A.M. START TIME

m (/2247 | REGISTER ON RACEROSTER
SCAN THE OR CODE!

WITH SUPPORT FROM
BRAKE THE SILENCE AND JAK-1 FOUNDATION
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