
The care you need. No need to travel.
In the Susquehanna Valley, you’re amid scenic forests, fields and farmlands. And you’re surrounded by top 

specialists, advanced treatments and walk-in clinics. At Geisinger, you’ll find the care you need for cancer, 

heart, stroke and other conditions — without leaving the place you love. 

Here. Where it matters.

Find more at geisinger.org.
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CSIU: AI should be used to guide, 
not replace, human thinking

VINCENT DIFONZO /FILE PHOTO

Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit Chief 
Outreach Officer Dr. Bernadette Ulrich Boerckel and 
Lewisburg Area School District Superintendent Dr. 
Vincent Hoover discuss integrating AI in education 
during a League of Women Voters event in January.

BY ALEX KIELAR

THE WEEKENDER
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Danville senior sings national 
anthem at Little League World Series

PHOTO COURTESY OF  

LITTLE LEAGUE 

INTERNATIONAL/FOR 

THE WEEKENDER

Danville 
Area High 
School 
senior Izzy 
Marks sang 
the National 
Anthem 
before a 
Little 
League 
World 
Series game 
on Friday.

BY RYAN FORGOSH

THE WEEKENDER
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Firefighters search 
CT apartment fire 
for unaccounted 
resident Friday

BY RYAN FORGOSH

THE WEEKENDER
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City cemetery sees 
significant progress 
one month after 
board reorganization

RYAN FORGOSH/STAFF PHOTO

A grave marker over-
looks Shamokin from 
Shamokin Cemetery 
on Friday. Board mem-
bers and volunteers 
have spent the past 
month clearing and 
maintaining the ceme-
tery after years of 
deferred maintenance.

CSIU, Page A6

Marks, Page A6

Cemetery, Page A6

Resident, Page A7
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DANVILLE — Geisinger 
Medical Center (GMC), Dan-
ville, is updating visitation 
rules to its neonatal inten-
sive care unit (NICU) fol-
lowing a potential measles 
exposure from a hospital 
visitor.

Effective immediately, 
visitation to the GMC NICU 
will be limited to only the 
patient’s parents or legal 
guardians if they do not 
have signs or symptoms 
associated with measles. 
Parents and legal guardians 
will be screened for symp-
toms upon entering the hos-
pital as part of the hospital’s 
new entrance screening 
protocols that were imple-
mented on Monday, Aug. 
17. NICU visitors are highly 
encouraged to wear a surgi-
cal mask before entering the 
unit. These new visitation 
rules only apply to Danville’s 
NICU.

This change in NICU 
visitation rules comes as 
Geisinger learned that a 
visitor to the Danville NICU 
recently tested positive for 
measles after being in the 
unit. The individual was 
present on the GMC campus 
from 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 14 
to 6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
17. The individual only vis-

ited the NICU and Ronald 
McDonald House Danville 
while on campus.

Out of an abundance of 
caution, anyone who was in 
these areas during the iden-
tified time period should 
be aware of the potential 
exposure and monitor for 
symptoms. Individuals 
who have questions or con-
cerns should contact their 
primary care physician for 
guidance. Vaccinated indi-
viduals are at far less risk for 
measles than those who are 
unvaccinated.

Earlier this week, Geising-
er implemented public 
entrance screenings at 
facilities across the region, 
including GMC, using 
screening criteria that align 
with recommendations 
from the CDC and the state 
health department.

“Our teams established 
entrance screenings to 
best protect our patients, 
visitors and staff as measles 
cases are rising in the area. 
However, the screening pro-
cess relies on accurate and 
complete information being 
shared at the time of entry,” 
said Michael Fitzpatrick, 
Geisinger’s Central Region 
chief medical officer. “We 
understand how important 

it is for parents and imme-
diate family members to 
be present with loved ones 
in the NICU, and we did 
not make this change in 
visitation policy lightly. We 
carefully considered the 
impact on families before 
determining that these 
temporary restrictions were 
necessary to protect our 
most vulnerable patients.”

A NICU provides special-
ized, around-the-clock care 
for premature, critically ill 
or medically fragile new-
borns who require special-
ized treatment. Because 
these infants are especially 
vulnerable, NICU visitation 
is typically limited to par-
ents and designated imme-
diate family members.

Geisinger is collaborating 
with the families of NICU 
patients who may have been 
exposed to discuss appropri-
ate care options.

People are generally con-
sidered at low risk for mea-
sles if they were born before 
1957; have previously had 
measles; or have received 
two doses of the measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine.

Anyone who has ques-
tions about their vaccination 
history or immunity should 

contact their primary care 
physician.

According to Geisinger, 
unvaccinated people are 
at significantly greater risk 
of contracting measles fol-
lowing exposure. Immuno-
compromised individuals 
may also be at increased 
risk, even if they have pre-
viously been vaccinated, 
and should contact their 
primary care physician for 
guidance.

Measles is a highly con-
tagious respiratory illness. 
Symptoms typically include 
fever, cough, runny nose 
and red or watery eyes, 
followed by a rash that gen-
erally begins on the face and 
spreads to the rest of the 
body.

Anyone who develops 
symptoms consistent with 
measles should call their 
healthcare provider before 
going to a physician’s office, 
urgent care clinic or emer-
gency department. Calling 
ahead allows healthcare 
teams to take appropriate 
precautions to protect other 
patients, visitors and staff.

Geisinger is working 
closely with public health 
officials and will provide 
additional information as 
appropriate.

Measles exposure makes GMC 
update NICU restrictions

students alike have a general 
understanding of what AI is 
and what it isn’t.

“We need to have a gen-
eral baseline understanding 
of how generative AI works 
because once you have that 
understanding, you’re gonna 
realize the human aspect is 
necessary in interacting with 
AI, and that a predictive, 
generative model is simply 
that,” she said. “We have to 
level-set in our region and 
make sure people know how 
it works and what it’s doing.”

Over the 2025-2026 school 
year, the CSIU partnered 
with LEAP Innovations to 
launch an AI Fellowship. 
Over four sessions involving 
roughly 80 teachers, students 
and administrative staff, 
from 15 school districts, 
districts developed differ-
ent goals and benchmarks 
surrounding AI use in their 
schools while exchanging 
ideas with other educational 
leaders from the region.

Participating districts 
included Lewisburg, Mif-
flinburg, Milton, Warrior 
Run, Southern Columbia, 
Benton, Berwick, Blooms-
burg, Central Columbia, 
Danville, Midd-West, Mill-

ville, Selinsgrove, Shikellamy 
and the SUN Area Technical 
Institute.

“The time spent over the 
course of the year with mul-
tiple district teams working 
together to think through the 
opportunities and challeng-
es of AI was time everyone 
valued. We are all aware we 
need to keep carving out that 
time at the regional and dis-
trict level,” Boerckel said.

Topics of conversation 
between districts included 
when AI is and isn’t appro-
priate to use, academic 
integrity and comparing 
district AI policies.

“The premise was 
straightforward but delib-
erate: no two districts are in 
the same place with AI, so 
rather than prescribe a sin-
gle path, the fellowship met 
teams where they were and 
helped them take confident, 
well-grounded next steps,” 
the fellowship’s executive 
summary reads.

Boerckel said a potential 
benefit of AI for teachers 
and students is the ability 
of it to create individualized 
lesson plans to match the 
needs of every student.

“In education, what AI 
gives us the ability to do so 

much faster than we could 
as humans alone is person-
alizing learning,” she said. 
“AI can help quickly adjust 
something so it’s perfect for 
someone’s reading level, or 
level of interest. It can meet 
a learner exactly where they 
are.

“When you have 30 kids 
in a class, a teacher is differ-
entiating to meet the needs 
of all 30 students, but there 
are opportunities with AI 
and many of the classroom 
curricula and products in 
schools already,” Boerckel 
continued. “They’re starting 
to assess students to find 
their strengths and weak-
nesses and customize inter-
vention according to the 
data. That’s something AI is 
very, very good at.”

Assignments created 
using the help of AI should 
be designed “to make 
sure the thinking happens 
upfront, and the AI is used 
as a coach, giving feedback 
on it,” she said.

“The human has to put 
something into the AI, and 
the better what you put in, 
the better the response you 
get,” Boerckel said. “Once 
you understand how AI 
works, the next thing is to 

understand how to use it to 
the best of our human abil-
ity. The human puts in, AI 
gives back and the human 
must evaluate what’s given 
back. … A teacher could take 
all their assessment data and 
gain a better understanding 
of the trends in the data by 
using AI to analyze it, and 
then customize their own 
human instruction better.”

Boerckel emphasized 
that AI should not replace 
human thinking, and the 
CSIU is focused on keeping 
people at the center of edu-
cation, building AI literacy, 
using AI ethically and estab-
lishing clear governance 
based on feedback from 
students and educators.

“Across these initiatives, 
CSIU is promoting responsi-
ble experimentation rather 
than uncritical adoption,” 
she said. “As a community, 
we do have to find ways that 
we are all educating one 
another and making respon-
sible decisions about AI use. 
It’s broader than education 
— it impacts our whole 
region.”

Vincent DiFonzo can be reached 

at 570-742-9671 ext. 1119 or 

email newsreporter1@stan-

dard-journal.com.

CSIU
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the thousands congregated 
at Lamade Stadium.

“It was really fun — a little 
scary, but very fun,” Marks 
said. “The crowd was very 
polite. They didn’t make 
any noise during it, but they 
cheered (after) so that was 
good.”

The opportunity to sing 
before a Little League 
World Series game came 
together quickly. Marks said 
she noticed friends audi-
tioning for LLWS anthem 
spots and saw the posting 
on Facebook. That’s when 
she decided to audition 
herself, submitting a video 
of her singing at a previous 
swim meet, and soon after, 
Little League International 
reached out with an invita-
tion.

“I just sent the video, and 
they emailed me and asked 
if I wanted to sing at this 
game,” she said. “It was real-
ly exciting.”

Marks isn’t new to per-
forming, thanks in part to 
her time with the Uptown 
Music Collective in Wil-
liamsport — a well-known 
nonprofit school of music 

that gives young musicians 
real stage experience. She 
spent several years involved 
with the program, singing in 
shows and learning how to 
handle herself in front of an 
audience.

“I was a part of the 
Uptown Music Collective, 
which does a lot of shows,” 
Marks said.

The Collective’s concerts, 
which often pack local the-
aters, gave her early expo-
sure to stage lights, crowds 
and the pressure of live 
performance. Even though 
she’s no longer active with 
the group, those experiences 
helped her feel prepared 
when she stepped onto the 
LLWS field.

Current Uptown Music 
Collective vocalist Abigail 
Jamison will be performing 
the anthem before Monday’s 
7 p.m. game.

With school in session 
during her performance, 
none of Marks’ friends could 
make the midday game — 
but her family filled the seats 
in their place. Her parents 
and grandparents were all in 
attendance, watching from 
the stands as she took the 

field. Danville’s first day of 
school was on Thursday.

“My mom and my dad and 
my grandparents are here,” 
she said. “I hope they liked 
it. I think they were proud.”

For Marks, having her 
family there made the 
moment feel even bigger. 
The LLWS crowd may have 
been the largest she’d ever 
performed for, but knowing 
her family was somewhere 
in that sea of faces gave her a 
sense of comfort.

As Marks heads into her 
senior year at Danville, 
swimming remains a major 
part of her life. She’s gearing 
up for one more high school 
season, one she hopes will 
be a memorable finish for 
both herself and her team-
mates.

“Our girls team is pretty 
good,” she said. “I’m hoping 
we’ll win districts, and we’re 
trying to break a record — 
but we’ll see what happens.”

Swimming has long been 
her main sport, and it’s also 
where many of her singing 
opportunities have come 
from. She’s performed the 
national anthem at multiple 
meets — including at states 

— and expects she’ll likely 
sing again once the season 
begins.

Beyond athletics, Marks 
is beginning to look ahead 
to life after graduation. 
She plans to attend college, 
though she hasn’t decided 
where yet. Music, she said, 
will stay with her no matter 
what path she chooses.

“I think I’ll continue 
music,” she said. “Probably 
just for fun — maybe more 
national anthems or things 
like that.”

For a student from just 45 
minutes down the road, per-
forming at one of the world’s 
most recognizable youth 
sporting events felt surreal. 
Marks said she was struck 
by how many people travel 
to Williamsport each year, 
all converging on the same 
hillside for baseball.

“Williamsport is busier 
than Danville… but it’s cool 
to see so many people com-
ing for these boys doing the 
baseball and everything,” 
Marks said. “It just seems 
like they’re from all around 
the world and then they 
come here and it’s really 
cool.”

Marks
FROM PAGE A1

shrubs have been mowed, 
trimmed and cleared.

The progress follows the 
board’s reorganization last 
month, when members 
identified years of deferred 
maintenance and a short-
age of volunteers among 
the cemetery’s most press-
ing problems.

“The grass is the best it’s 
looked in years,” Knowles 
said Friday.

The board has gotten 
help from its own mem-
bers and other volunteers, 
including incarcerated 
workers through the 
Pennsylvania Department 
of Corrections. A depart-
ment representative said 
the workers have weed-
whacked large portions of 
the cemetery and removed 
shrubs and branches 
throughout the grounds.

“It’s looking good. 
They’ve been working 
hard,” the representative 
said.

Vice President Gilbert 
Petraskie estimated Friday 
that about 130 to 140 man-
hours have gone into the 
cleanup, including about 75 
hours from the incarcerat-
ed workers during five days 
at the cemetery. Petraskie 
said he personally cut down 
more than 120 small trees.

As the initial cleanup pro-
gresses, the board is now 
working to put the ceme-
tery in a position to main-
tain the improvements.

Board members learned 
Friday that the cemetery’s 
financial position is better 
than they initially expected 
when they reorganized. 
Knowles said the next step 
is determining how to use 
those resources while mak-
ing sure money remains 
available for the cemetery’s 
ongoing needs.

“We actually have a little 
bit of money, so we need to 
figure out what we’re going 
to, how much of it we’re 
going to spend, and what 
we’re going to do with it,” 
Knowles said.

One significant savings is 
expected to come from the 
cemetery’s insurance.

Knowles said the board 
obtained a new policy at a 
fraction of what the ceme-
tery had been paying while 
adding cemetery-specific 
liability coverage, including 
coverage for damage to 
monuments. The new poli-
cy is expected to take effect 
in September.

The board expects much 
of its immediate spending 
to focus on maintaining the 
grounds and the equipment 
needed to do it.

Petraskie said the 

cemetery needs fuel, oil, 
weed-whacker string, prun-
ing shears and weed killer. 
Some existing equipment 
also needs repairs before it 
can be put back into regular 
use. Members discussed 
repairing a walk-behind 
brush mower that could be 
used to clear hills and other 
difficult portions of the 
cemetery.

The work will also 
require more volunteers. 
The board discussed creat-
ing sign-in sheets, waivers 
and a system for track-
ing volunteer hours as it 
develops a more organized 
approach to maintaining 
the property.

Members are also look-
ing for outside help with 
larger jobs. Chris Berkheis-
er, of Berks Tree Services, 
has volunteered to spend a 
day removing trees at the 
cemetery, where numerous 
dead and damaged trees 
remain.

Board member Bob San-
dri is working on another 
potential project to put 
gates at the cemetery while 
keeping costs down.

Sandri said he contacted 
Craig Fegley, a welding 
instructor at the Northum-
berland County Career and 
Technology Center, about 
having students work on 
the gates. Sandri said stu-
dents previously repaired 
the 1890 howitzer on Lin-
coln Street and “did a great 
job.”

Fegley was receptive to 
the idea, Sandri said, but 
the project would still need 
approval from the school 
administration.

“If the kids do it, minimal 
cost,” Sandri said.

Other immediate work 
includes hauling away 
brush piles created during 
the cleanup, continu-
ing into the remaining 
overgrown sections and 
addressing the cemetery’s 
entrance road.

Petraskie described the 
entrance road as being in 
“really rough shape” and 
said the board would wel-
come help from a paving 
company willing to donate 
its services.

“If there’s any paving 
companies that are able to 
volunteer their services, we 
would be more than avail-
able, willing to advertise,” 
Petraskie said.

Board members encour-
aged residents to visit the 
cemetery and see the prog-
ress for themselves.

“I’d love people to see it 
with their own eyes,” Pet-
raskie said.

Ryan Forgosh can be reached 

at 570-644-6397, ext. 1336, or 

newsreporter@newsitem.com.
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RYAN FORGOSH/STAFF PHOTO

Gravestones stand amid freshly cut grass 
Friday at Shamokin Cemetery. The newly reor-
ganized cemetery board says about 80% of the 
grounds have been addressed after around 130 
hours of mowing, weed-whacking and clearing 
overgrowth.
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