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4 Academic Expectations

Core Literacy Skills: Students engage with complex literary and informational texts across disciplines, analyzing themes,
central ideas, author’s craft, and rhetorical techniques. They cite strong and relevant textual evidence, synthesize
information from multiple sources, and participate in academic discussions that require listening, questioning, and building
on others’ ideas. Writing includes well-developed narratives, explanations, and arguments that demonstrate organization,
coherence, command of conventions, and increasing voice and sophistication.

Core Math Skills: Learners develop fluency with algebraic reasoning, including linear and quadratic relationships, systems of
equations, functions, and inequalities. They apply proportional _rea.sonlhr}F, interpret data and gra?hs, and solve multi-step
problems that require perseverance, precision, and strategic thinking. Mathematical communication and justification of
reasoning are emphasized.

Ingerdisciglinary Knowledge: In science, students en%age in inquiry-based investigations in biology, chemistry, and physics,
using models, data analysis, and scientific reasoning. In social studies, they examine historical and contemporary issues,
analyze primary and secondary sources, and develop arguments related to civics, economics, and global studies.

Learning Behaviors: Students are eXﬁected to manage increasing academic demands, meet deadlines, and take responsibility
for long-term assignments. Skills such as organization, time management, goal-setting, and self-advocacy are developing and
\ require explicit instruction and consistent reinforcement.

Social & Emotional Development

Self-Management: Adolescents demonstrate growing independence and self-awareness but may experience fluctuating
emotions and stress related to academic, social, and personal pressures. They benefit from instruction in coping strategies,
reflection, and help-seeking behaviors.

Social Awareness: Students show increasing awareness of identity, equity, and social dynamics. Peer influence remains
strong, and a sense of belonging and inclusion significantly impacts engagement and motivation.

Relationship Skills: Relationships become more nuanced and influential. Students practice collaboration, respectful
discourse, and conflict resolution while navigating peer groups and adult expectations.

Responsible Decision Making: Learners can reason through complex choices and consequences, though decision-making
rr;]ay still be influenced by emotion or peer pressure. Guided reflection and authentic scenarios support responsible
\__ choices.

Physical Traits & Development

Gross Motor Skills: Strength, coordination, and endurance continue to develop, supporting participation in athletics,
physical education, and active lifestyles.

Fine Motor Skills: Fine motor skills are well established, allowing for extended writing, precise laboratory work, artistic
expression, and effective use of technology.

Physical Growth Patterns: Puberty-related changes continue for many students, with wide variation in physical maturity
and self-perception.

Stamina & Activity Levels: Energ?/ levels may fluctuate due to growth, sleep patterns, and academic demands. Balance
between academic rigor, physical activity, and wellness is important.

Cognitive Milestones

Attention & Focus: Students are capable of sustained attention for extended periods, particularly when learning is relevant,
challenging, and connected to personal goals.

Memory Development: Working memory and long-term retention support complex reasoning, transfer of learning, and
integration of knowledge across disciplines.

Reasoning & Problem Solving: Abstract, analytical, and evaluative thinking strengthens. Students compare perspectives,
evaluate evidence, and construct well-reasoned arguments.

Perspective Tak.in%:_ Learners demonstrate increased ability to consider multiple
\_ viewpoints, ethical implications, and societal impacts of ideas and decisions. i\
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Implications for Instruction & Support

Provide clear expectations, routines, and transparent assessment criteria.

Design instruction that emphasizes relevance, real-world application, and critical thinking.
Incorporate structured discussion, collaboration, and student voice. ;
Explicitly teach study skills, time management, and self-advocacy. s

Foster inclusive, supportive environments that attend to student well-being.
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